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Fall 2021

Dear Friends,
Greetings from Camden! I remember writing to you last fall  — not knowing then that an entire year 
later, we would still be struggling to live safely through the pandemic! There has been so much loss for 
so many people. Loss of family members, loss of health, loss of jobs, loss of income, loss of freedom to 
visit family, friends and to travel freely. I have been praying faithfully for the gift of hope in the midst 
of so many changes. 

May this newsletter be a source of hope for you! We here in Camden are striving every day to help 
our families in need. Our students at Holy Name School are delighted to see their friends and teachers 
as they begin a new school year. Our high school students, known as Holy Name Scholars, are ex-

cited to be one step closer to graduation. I am so proud of our high school graduates who have taken the courageous step to 
further their education by attending college. Throughout this year, we will feature some of our Holy Name graduates in their 
post high school pursuits! You have contributed to their formation and future!

For five years, we never gave up hope that the exterior of Holy Name would be repaired! It was with great rejoicing that we 
celebrated the Cross returning to the top of the edifice on August 31st!

This year, more than ever, we need your support. Our ministries are committed to provide educational, legal, spiritual, 
and social services to those we encounter every day. Once again, we can not have an in-person fundraiser event. Each year, 
Holy Name of Camden Ministries provide over $150,000 of financial support in tuition assistance, legal representation and 
social services. Please consider helping us to help others! 

May God continue to bless you abundantly as well. 

Sister Helen Cole SSJ 
Executive Director

One family, different 
schools! Sierra  
(Gloucester Catholic), 
Nathaniel (Holy Name), 
and Jenisica (Camden 
Catholic).

Annual Fundraiser 2021 
The Event is Imaginary—The Need is Real!

Holy Name of Camden Ministries is planning its annual November  
Fundraiser! This year, we are inviting you not to attend our “No Show” 
celebration. We want to honor YOU who are “REACHING OUT TO 
THOSE IN NEED”. We want you to stay safe, stay healthy and remain 

faithful to supporting our mission here in Camden.
In the spirit of social distancing, we invite you to support our four ministries from 
the comfort of your favorite chair by sending your fall fundraiser donation. Your 
generous gift will be invested in the educational, legal and social service needs of the 
many individuals and families we help in the city of Camden. 

Our goal is the same as last year: $50,000   
by Thursday, November 25

 SPECIAL INCENTIVE:  For each ticket donation, your name will be entered into a 
drawing for a two-night stay (off season) at the Icona Avalon, including a gift card for 
the Avalon Brew Pub!
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Holy Name School has hit 
the ground running for the 
2021/2022 school year. Renova-

tions and minor improvements have 
been made to both the interior and ex-
terior of the school, new staff members 
have joined the Holy Name team, and 
students have returned to an in-person 
learning experience while following all 
CDC Covid-19 protocols which include 
wearing masks during all classes and 
screening student temperatures for 
fevers at the beginning of each day.

The most notable change to the 
school this fall has been the finished 
restoration of the school’s exterior. 
The Holy Name School building is 
almost a hundred years old. Thanks 
to the generous donors of Holy Name, 
the school was able to hire a restora-
tion team which specializes in historic 
buildings to replace the mortar in the 
masonry walls that hold up Holy Name 
School. Along with the fresh new look, 
the other benefit of this restoration is 
the school building is ready for another 
hundred years of teaching young Cam-
den students. 

Physical improvements to Holy 
Name extended to the inside of the 
school as well. The faculty lounge, 
school office, and cafeteria all received 
significant upgrades. The school office 
has all new furniture and desks while 
the cafeteria has a fresh coat of paint 

and brand new ceiling fans. Further 
improvements are planned to be imple-
mented later in the school year includ-
ing a new look for the theater stage and 
a mural for the cafeteria walls. 

Holy Name is welcoming four new 
staff members this year. Through 
Guadalupe Family Services, Holy 
Name welcomes Steven Bradley and 
JP Haley who will be teaching Life 
Skills to K-8th grade classes beginning 
in October and are assisting with the 

after-care program when need arises. 
Through the SJU ACE teacher program 
Holy Name welcomes Mr. Garwood 
O’Connor, a graduate of Temple Uni-
versity in Philadelphia, who is taking 
on the role of 7th grade homeroom 
teacher and is teaching social studies 
and religion. Holy Name also welcomes 
Mrs. Tammy Pacheco who is the new 
lunch service manager and has provid-
ed home cooked student lunches which 
have already proven very popular by 
the student body. Additionally, Mr. 
Kyle Richards will be the health class 
instructor in addition to his physical 
education duties. 

The return to in-person learning 
has brought with it other Holy Name 
programs as well. After school care is 
back from 3:00 - 5:30 daily. The Hal-
loween Parade and Walk-a-thon is back 
on Oct. 29th. Thanks to a generous 
grant from Mr. and Mrs. Bob Grady, 
the Florida Studio Production Program 
will be returning to Holy Name school 
in January. Mr. Clark’s career explora-
tion course, taught to middle school 
students, received a visit from Mayor 
Carstarphen to discuss career opportu-
nities on October 1st. 

There’s more news on facebook and 
our Holy Name School website. Take a 
look! n

Holy Name School is Open! By JP Haley

For the past five years, Holy Name has 
been "shrouded" to protect bricks from 
falling onto the pavement.

As of September 2021, Holy Name was 
finally restored and unveiled!
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GFS would like to formally in-
troduce Steven Bradley, who 

is our new ACE fellow from Saint Jo-
seph’s University. Steven is coming to us 
from Sharon Hill, Pennsylvania. He at-
tended Saint Joseph’s University, where 
he graduated in the Spring of 2020 with 
a Bachelor of Arts in Communications. 
Following that, he joined the Alumni 
Service Corp program at his alma mater 
Saint Joseph’s Preparatory High School 
in North Philadelphia. Throughout his 
time in this program, he served as an 
assistant counselor for the International 
Studies program, assisting the inter-
national students throughout the year 
while also promoting virtual opportu-
nities for programming with the rest of 
the student body. He also assisted as a 
moderator for various clubs and provid-
ing a helping hand to fellow colleagues 
when needed.

Steven joined the ACE Program at 
Saint Joseph’s University to have the 
opportunity to inspire change within 
young people throughout the next two 
years. Having a year of experience from 

Meet Our Jesuit 
Volunteer 
GFS would like to formally 

introduce John Patrick 
Haley, who is our new Jesuit Volunteer. 
John Patrick, known as JP, is coming 
to us from Fairfield, Connecticut. He 

being at St. Joseph’s Prep, he hopes to 
be able to build on this moving forward 
in this new stage of his professional 
career.

Steven has felt that being placed at 
GFS is a unique opportunity to explore 
the education and social work worlds, 
which he never pictured himself before 
this year. He’s excited to be at GFS and 
Holy Name School and connecting 

GFS Welcomes a New Team Member with students at the school throughout 
the year as well as with the teens in the 
CASA program.

Throughout his first year here, he 
will be serving as a Life Skills teacher 
for 2nd, 4th, 6th, and 8th graders at 
Holy name, as well as assisting in the 
CASA program taking place in the af-
ternoon. He will also be assisting with 
social media content for Guadalupe 
and CASA accounts throughout the 
year, and helping with HNCM as well.

Outside of the placement at GFS, 
Steven will also be completing a path 
towards his Master Degree through the 
ACE program as well. He is currently 
enrolled in the Master of Business and 
Organizational Leadership program at 
Neumann University, expecting to be 
completed by June 2023. Along with 
this, he will be residing in a commu-
nity household with other fellows in 
South Philadelphia. He is striving to 
gain a better knowledge and sense of 
the community and people of Camden 
through his time in the area.

Welcome aboard, Steven; we are so 
happy to have you, and we hope you 
enjoy your time here! n

attended Colgate University, where he 
received his degree in English. JP was 
involved in volunteering from an early 
age while attending St. Thomas Aqui-
nas Catholic School and Fairfield Prep, 
a Jesuit high school. His service work 
in Appalachia painting houses and as-
sisting with an after school program in 
Bridgeport, CT introduced him to the 
virtues of volunteering and inspired 
him to want to do more.

JP chose the Jesuit Volunteer Corps 
(JVC) because the idea of living inten-
tionally in a community resonated with 
him. He also felt that a year of service 
would help him to further determine 
the career path he wants to take. JP is 
hoping that his year of service will help 
him decide whether he wants to pursue 
further service opportunities or work 
in a different field.

JP believes GFS was the best place-
ment option for him because it has a 
good relationship with the community 
in Camden which was important to 

him. JP will be wearing many hats 
while working at GFS. He will be teach-
ing Life Skills to 1st grade through 7th 
grade students at Holy Name, facilitat-
ing an English enrichment program 
for several 8th graders, assisting in the 
teen CASA Program, and helping with 
HNCM. 

Hopeful for the year ahead, JP is 
excited to learn more about the com-
munity of Camden and to get to know 
the people of Camden. He is looking 
forward to the day he can call Camden 
his home away from home. 

In the first month JP has been here 
he has been helping GFS transition 
back into an in-person space and as-
sisted preparing Holy Name for the 
upcoming school year. He has met 
many people who call Camden home 
and is excited to be a part of GFS’s work 
in action for the first time. 

Welcome aboard, JP; we are so 
happy to have you and we hope you 
enjoy your year! n
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On August 24, 2021, Joint  
Base Maguire-Dix-Lakehurst 
(JB M-D-L), began taking in 

Afghan citizens that were evacuated 
to the United States. CCLSJ had been 
asked by USCCB to coordinate the im-
plementation of legal service programs 
for the incoming Afghan guests that 
would be arriving at the base. CCLSJ 
staff, along with individuals from U.S. 
Department of State, IRC, Catholic 
Charities, and other organizations, have 
been on base since the evacuees first 
arrived.  

I have seen first-hand the tremen-
dous support from all involved in 
aiding the displaced Afghans residing 
at the base. From the very first day 
through the present, I have witnessed 
the unwavering support of the military, 
the Department of State, international 
NGO’s, and local non-profits. Even 
with all this support, creating a refugee 
camp is incredibly difficult work. As I 
write this, I can hear the construction 
workers building shelters for the still 
incoming evacuees.  The camp contin-
ues to be a work in progress as more 
people arrive and the need for services 
expands. 

Law Office Responds to Afghan Citizens By Jeff De Cristofaro Esq.

The camp at JB M-D-L has been set 
up to be a temporary location for the 
evacuees to reside while they are wait-
ing to be resettled to their final destina-
tion.  Afghans that have been evacu-
ated generally fall into 1 of 3 categories: 
U.S. Citizen, Green Card Holder, and 
Humanitarian Parole.  U.S. citizens 
and green card holders can leave the 
base without any immigration conse-
quences. However, those on humani-
tarian parole (paroles) are required to 
be processed by immigration.  This 
process includes security and medical 
clearances before they can be resettled. 

Humanitarian Parole was granted 
to certain Afghan citizens (along 
with their spouse and children) who 
provided assistance and support to the 
United States, and who would be tar-
geted by the Taliban for providing such 
assistance and support. Many of the 
evacuated families are “mixed status” 
meaning that some family members 
are citizens or green card holders, while 
others are paroles. Understandably, 
many citizens and green card holders 
don’t want to (or can’t) be separated 
from their parolee spouses, children, or 
parents. 

The Humanitarian Parole granted 
to the Afghan evacuees is not an im-
migration status. Rather it is a desig-
nation, meaning that the parolee is 
permitted to reside and work in the 
United States for a period of 2 years. 
However, if the parolee wants to adjust 
status and become a green card holder, 
they must be eligible for an immigra-
tion program that allows them to do so.  
If the parolee leaves base before their 
immigration process has been com-
pleted, it could prevent them adjusting 
their status in the future. 

CCLSJ worked with USCIS (im-
migration) and base command on 
programs and procedures for getting 
the Afghan population on the base 
processed by immigration. In addi-
tion, we have created a legal orientation 
program for Afghans living at the base. 
Through volunteer attorneys we provide 
direct status consultations for Afghan’s 
evacuees regarding their current status 
and steps that they need to take once 
they have been resettled, and we are 
currently working with base leadership 
on expanding services. If you are an at-
torney interested in volunteering, please 
contact CCLSJ at 856-583-2950.  n

Aryannah: from Camden Catholic to West Virginia Wesleyan College 
Aniyah: from Camden Catholic to Eastern University 

Antanique: from Gloucester Catholic to Rowan University 
Giambi: from St. Joseph’s Prep to St. Francis College 

College Here We Come!


