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These words, written in the 16th Century, have brought 
me peace whenever I am anxious. May St. Teresa, the first 
woman doctor of the Church, continue to remind us all that 
God is with us!

Holy Name of Camden Ministries has not paused in 
offering educational, legal and social services to those in 
need. However, the pandemic has made it necessary for us 
to change our annual November fundraiser to a “No Show” 
event. We are depending on you to RSVP your donation next 
month so that we can continue to be of service to the Camden 
Community. Holy Name School is open! We have 34 Holy 
Name Graduates attending Catholic High School in need 
of tuition assistance. This newsletter describes how the Law 
Center and Guadalupe Family Services continue to help our 
clients. Thank you for your faithfulness to Holy Name  
Ministries! Stay home and stay healthy.

May you be blessed abundantly for helping us to help others.  

 

Sister Helen Cole SSJ 
Executive Director

Dear Friends,

Greetings from Camden! In the  
midst of this pandemic, I hope you 
can enjoy the beauty of this season of 
Autumn. The changing colors of the 
leaves and the briskness in the air is 
so refreshing! During these past six 
months, I have prayed the prayer of  
St. Teresa of Avila:  

Let nothing disturb you,

Let nothing frighten you,

All things are passing:

God never changes.

Patience obtains all things

Whoever has God lacks nothing;

God alone is enough.

Aniya, Camden  
Catholic High School 
Class of 2021, thanks 
you for your financial 
support!

Annual Fundraiser 2020 
The Event is Imaginary—The Need is Real!

Holy Name of Camden Ministries is planning its annual November  
Fundraiser! This year, we are inviting you not to attend our “No Show” 
celebration. We want to honor YOU who are “REACHING OUT TO 
THOSE IN NEED”. We want you to stay safe, stay healthy and remain 

faithful to supporting our mission here in Camden.

In the spirit of social distancing, we invite you to support our four ministries from 
the comfort of your favorite chair by sending your fall fundraiser donation. Your 
generous gift will be invested in the educational, legal and social service needs of the 
many individuals and families we help in the city of Camden. 

Our goal is the same as last year: $50,000   
by Thursday, November 26

 SPECIAL INCENTIVE:  For each ticket donation, your name will be entered into a 
drawing for a two-night stay (off season) at the Icona Avalon, including a gift card for 
the Avalon Brew Pub!



THE GOOD NEWS • FALL 2020

2

When I reflect on the past six 
months, I am proud to say 
that the Catholic Partner-

ship Schools of Camden, NJ, and most 
especially Holy Name School did an 
amazing job. Our secret to success was 
found in three fortunate events which 
were caused by a fortuitous storm of 
Divine intervention. This allowed for 
an atmosphere in which education was 
possible.

On the morning of Friday, March 
13, 2020, Miss Patricia Quinter, our 
Principal, called a mid-morning faculty 
meeting to explain plans for three 
weeks of at-home learning because of 
the Coronavirus Pandemic. Teachers 
would get work ready to send home 
for the middle of next week. After our 
teacher huddle broke, but before we 
got back to our classrooms, Pat said, 
“Scrap that! Send it home with the boys 
and girls today.” In shock and disbelief, 
teachers and students scrambled to 
successfully complete the mission. Pat's 
decision was a game changer. We never 
went back to school. Our students were 
prepared. Confusion and chaos were 
averted! The First fortunate event! 

Stay-at-home learning turned into 
online learning. The fortuitous storm 
of Divine intervention delightfully con-
tinued to hover over us. As providence 
would have it, in 2019, Holy Name 
School received a grant from the Sisters 
of Saint Joseph Mission Fund to add to 
our Chromebook collection so that ev-
ery student would have access to one. A 
few dedicated staff members along with 
Pat, organized, prepared, and packed 
the Chromebooks in sturdy cardboard 
boxes. Everyone got a Chromebook for 
at home use. Thank you, Sisters! The 
Second fortunate event!

What would online learning look 
like, and how do you do it? No problem 
for Holy Name! More good news! Dave 
Khun, our computer teacher, had al-
ready been teaching grades 3-8 Google 
Classroom which was the program that 
the Partnership chose to use for online 
learning. The delightful cloud of the 
fortuitous storm of Divine interven-
tion continued to pour down upon 
us. As the students continued their 
schoolwork, we, the teachers, with our 
varying levels of experience, under-
took our own Google Classroom crash 

courses, and when in a pinch, called 
Dave (who got a lot of phone calls for 
several weeks). The students knew how 
to navigate. Nice work, Dave! The Third 
fortunate event!

Most impressive to me — some 
of my 5th graders, the “Faithful 12”, 
who at 10 and 11 years old, got up on 
their own and logged in at 9:30 AM 
and again at 12:30 PM. Their parents 
are present and caring, but these kids 
have an independence that you don't 
often see. It was also a blessing to have 
the most wonderful and cooperative 
class ever. They didn't always get their 
assignments or projects done, and they 
were not always bright-eyed and bushy-
tailed every morning, nor was everyone 
dressed for the education, but they were 
eager to learn. Welcome to the new and 
unprecedented world of crisis online 
learning! Schedules and parameters are 
more solid for this school year's online 
academics. 

What about the other students you 
may ask? Unfortunately, without the 

Holy Name School’s Response to Covid 19
By Sister Rosemary, 5th Grade Teacher

(Please turn to page 3)
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Many blessings on the new beginnings for Miss Kent (left) and Miss Quinter (right)

School  (Continued from page 2)

Principal Transition at Holy Name School

After 45 years in Catholic Education, our principal, Miss Quinter, retired in 
June. “Well done good and faithful servant” (Matt. 23;24). She taught at 
St. Dominic School for seventeen years while earning her Masters degree 

from St. Joseph University. She worked for seventeen years as principal in Phila-
delphia before coming to Holy Name in 2009. Miss Quinter reflected on her expe-
rience at Holy Name: “My greatest joy and honor has been watching the students 
grow, thrive and succeed over these eleven years. I saw miracles happen every day 
at Holy Name”. We know that she made sure that the children always relied on 
their faith and family.   n

Welcome to Our New Principal, Miss Kent!

Miss Kent has been working in education since 1989.  Twenty-three of 
those years were as a Catholic educator, and nine of those years were 
as a director and team leader in a corporate learning center.  Miss Kent 

taught at San Miguel School in South Camden for ten years.  Formerly the eighth 
grade teacher here, she is beginning her tenth year at Holy Name. She is excited 
about her new position as she exclaimed: “I love the students, families and com-
munity with all of my heart!”  We know her dedication will see her through the 
challenges the Pandemic will present this year!   n

structure of the classroom, one little 
beauty, who was well known for her 
perseverance and effort, fell completely 
apart in every way. After three friendly, 
but futile visits to her house/sidewalk 
for encouragement, Miss Lourdes from 
Guadalupe Family Services took over 
efforts to get her back on track. 

One set of twins were in the middle 
of a move. One afternoon I said, “C, 
could you sit a little more still?” Move-
ment on the computer and disruption 
of audio was obvious and becoming 
distracting. He and his mom said at 
the same time, “Sister, we're in the car!” 
They were traveling back and forth 
from apartment to their new house, 
and their best internet was in the car. 
I asked him to mute and gave him 
permission not to show his face on the 
screen in case we all would get carsick! 

How can I begin to thank you, God, 
for the perfect storm of Divine inter-
vention? You know we're going to do it 
again, right? Somehow, even with some 
experience under our belts, it seems a 
little more complicated this time. The 
teachers at Holy Name School are will-
ing to do whatever is necessary. We look 
forward to your fortuitous storm packed 
with your creative power of Divine in-
tervention to blow over the horizon and 
hover over 700 North 5th St. n

Page 2 and above: Safety standards in place  
for successful learning 

Follow us on Social Media for current updates!

www.facebook/HolyNameOfCamden

H H H H H H COMING SOON H H H H H H  
Graduation pictures from the 1950s to the present!
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Welcome back to Camden! Father Vincent 
Guest, formerly a lawyer at our Law Center, 
has been transferred from Lindenwold to 
Sacred Heart Parish in South Camden. We 
look forward to working together once again!

As we now know, Covid 19, 
quarantining at home and the 
screeching halt to the economy 

have triggered a huge litany of prob-
lems. It comes as no surprise that loss 
of income, living together in close 
quarters with no reprieve and increased 
use of drugs and alcohol has led to a 
rise in domestic violence cases. Due 
to the pandemic, many victims were 
only able to obtain restraining orders 
at Police Departments and not directly 
through court. Sadly, many victims 
feel that the violence will be escalated 
if they take the huge step of report-
ing to the police. Additionally, police 
departments themselves are dealing 
with a wide array of their own issues; 
and domestic cases may not be at the 
top of their list. Thankfully, Camden 
County Courthouse is now accepting 

Domestic Violence Assistance  
from the Law Center By Lisa Incollingo, Esq.

in person applications for restraining 
orders. Here at the Camden Center 
for Law and Social Justice, our grant 
funding has allowed us to continue to 
represent victims of domestic violence 
during the pandemic. We have become 
flexible in our representation of victims 
by largely working with them over the 
phone and through email as our law 
offices were closed due to the pan-
demic. It has worked quite seamlessly 
and we are able to represent victims at 
trial via Zoom, virtually. On Monday, 
September 14th, Lisa Incollingo of the 
Camden Center, Denise Higgins from 
Rutgers Law School, as well as repre-
sentatives from the Camden County 
police department and the Camden 
County Women’s Center did a virtual 
presentation for several psychology and 
social worker students at Cooper Hos-

pital. We discussed the psychology of 
victims, resources available in Camden 
County and the legal process of obtain-
ing restraining orders. As always, we 
represent low and no income victims of 
domestic violence for no cost. n

GFS would like to formally in-
troduce Sydney Theis, who 

is our new Jesuit Volunteer.  Sydney is 
coming to us from Lansing, Michigan.  
She attended Aquinas College, where 

GFS Welcomes  
Jesuit Volunteer

she received her degree in Secondary 
Education and English. While in col-
lege, Sydney went to Jerusalem Farm 
in Kansas City, Missouri as a part of 
the Service Learning Program.  During 
her time there, she worked on urban 
neighborhood gardens and experienced 
living in a community which inspired 
her to want to do more.

Sydney chose the Jesuit Volunteer 
Corps (JVC) because the idea of living 
intentionally in a community reso-
nated with her.  She also felt that a year 
of service would help her to further 
determine the career path she wants 
to take.  Sydney is hoping that her year 
of service will help her decide whether 
she wants to teach or work elsewhere 
within the field of education.

Sydney believes GFS was the best 
placement option for her because it 
offers her the opportunity to explore 
a blend of social work and education.  
Sydney is very excited to be at GFS 
and Holy Name school and is looking 
forward to getting to know the students 
at school and the CASA teens.

Sydney will be wearing many hats 
while working at GFS.  She will be 
teaching Life Skills to Kindergarten 
through 4th grade students at Holy 
Name, facilitating an English enrich-
ment program for several 8th graders, 
assisting in the CASA Program, and 
helping with HNCM.

Hopeful for the year ahead, Sydney 
is excited to learn more about the com-
munity of Camden and to get to know 
the people of Camden, as well.  She is 
looking forward to the day she can call 
Camden her home away from home.

In the first month Sydney has been 
here, she has been very busy.  Her first 
day at GFS was “Diaper Day.”  She 
met many families and got a sense of 
Camden’s community.  She found the 
day to be a bit overwhelming because it 
was the first time she had been around 
a lot of people since March, but she was 
excited to be a part of GFS’s work in 
action for the first time.

Welcome aboard, Sydney; we are so 
happy to have you, and we hope you 
enjoy your year! n


