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Abstract 

 Gun-control is an issue which is currently being tackled by the United States government 

for the safety of citizens. Unfortunate events have taken place in which innocent people have 

suffered major injuries or has cost them their lives. Mass shootings have occurred in public 

places, including university campuses. Due to the circumstances, numerous states have ruled for 

it to be permitted for concealed firearms to be carried on college campuses. This literature review 

will inform the reader on the background of this decision, how it intends to benefit citizens’ 

safety, and how it has affected people who attend a university. Surveys and statistics will supply 

to the research on the effects of the allowing of firearms on campus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Allowing of Firearms on College Campuses 
 

2 
 

The Allowing of Guns on College Campuses: A Review of the Literature 

 As crime rates in the nation continue to rise and shootings remain an issue in the nation, 

debates on solving the problem remain. Whether more firearms to be permitted in hands of more 

people is safer or more dangerous is the question. Active shootings on college campuses have 

taken place and self-protection has been demanded by students, but others feel much more 

fearful by laying their own lives on the hands of strangers who have possession of firearms. It 

has been ruled in numerous states in the nation that an individual should be allowed to carry a 

concealed gun on university grounds for self-protection, yet it remains unlikely by some that 

safety is granted to students and faculty by this. Due to the circumstances that have caused 

unfortunate events that cost people’s lives, states attempt at alleviating the issue. 

 Although the decision for the allowing of guns is made for the safety of citizens, there is 

an existing amount of people who stand against it. There is much reasoning and background as to 

why the decision has come to be, but also as to how it could affect the people of the nation in a 

worse manner. Violence is being looked to be stopped and the allowing of guns on university 

campuses may cause less or more of it. To gain knowledge as to how the decision affects the 

safety of citizens four questions of great significance should be contemplated: 

1. Why are multiple states ruling for concealed firearms to be permitted on public university 

campuses? 

2. How many people attending a university find it safe for people to carry firearms around 

campus? 

3. What are the requirements for obtaining a concealed carry permit? 

4. What does the state of Texas concealed carry on college campuses state? 
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The following review will: provide the reader with information that regard the origin for states’ 

decision for the allowing of guns on college campuses, explore how it has affected the safety of 

students, examine the impact it has had on students attending a university, and analyze how the 

ruling of the states should make changes if people believe there should be so. 

Why Are Multiple States Ruling for Concealed Firearms to Be Permitted on Public 

University Campuses? 

 Several campus shootings that have taken into happening have caused people’s calls for 

legal actions to be made. For the majority part of the nation it was decided that no firearms 

would be allowed on campus, but the rest believe that the ease of guns could result in no chance 

of self-protection. It has been ruled by the states of Texas, Arkansas, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, 

Mississippi, Utah, Tennessee, and Wisconsin that one with a permit can carry a concealed 

firearm on public university campuses (Armed Campuses). These legislations began because of 

one event that remains stood out from other mass shootings that have occurred on a college 

campus; in 2007, a Virginia Tech student opened fire at school and took the life of 32 of his 

classmates and teachers. The occurrence caused a movement which called for the allowing of 

guns; something that naturally had not been permitted (Campus Carry).  Efforts to begin the 

allowing of the carrying of firearms on campus begun a decade ago, but begun to be considered 

by state governments in the last two years. The most active proponents of firearms campus carry 

are The National Rifle Association and pro-gun student associations; their proposition being that 

if in the event of a mass shooting one can stop it. “Where evil may strike” is unknown and 

unpredictable, and that is why it is argued that one should walk on campus with a chance to 

forbid a shooter to strike (Campus Carry).   
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How many people attending a university find it safe for people to carry firearms around 

campus? 

 Campus carry has become an ongoing debate in which students have protested. The 

infamous “Cocks Not Clogs” protest that took place in the University of Texas has been the most 

highlighting protest. Students attending UT expressed that it is absurd for guns to be allowed on 

campus when one can be pressed charges when carrying a sex toy (University of Texas). Also 

highlighting, the campaign “Keep Guns Off Campus” was founded to urge colleges to come 

together to oppose concealed guns in their campuses. More than 420 colleges and universities in 

42 states have joined in to protest against campus carry (Keep Guns Off). Most students in public 

universities find that violence cannot be fought with more violence and Campus Carry is an 

illogical way to prevent a mass shooting like ones that have taken place in the past. Those who 

are for campus carry argue that it is people’s right to have possession over a firearm due to the 

Second Amendment of the United States and they should be able to protect their lives with the 

same advantage a shooter would have in the case of a mass shooting on campus (Students for 

Concealed). 

 Thirty students attending the University 

of Texas at El Paso were asked if they found it 

safe for there to be concealed guns on campus 

(figure 1). It was explained to them that as an 

example, it would mean that a firearm could be 

in a person’s backpack during a regular 

classroom lesson and it would be lawful. It 

was expressed by the majority that one cannot 

21%

79%

figure 1

Yes No
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trust their lives to be in the hands of people they do not know and mass shootings are not 

prevented with more dangerous arms but instead should be with better security systems. Those 

who answered that they were fine with the state of Texas’s decision, expressed that in the case of 

a mass shooting, one has the right to be able to defend their own lives and stand a chance to save 

others’ as well. 

What are the requirements for obtaining a concealed carry permit? 

 Concealed carry is allowed on ten states in the US. The requirements for one to be able to 

legally carry a concealed gun depend on the state. A state can be a Shall Issue, a May Issue, or a 

Right Denied state. States that are Shall Issue can issue any private citizen a concealed weapons 

permit if they meet all requirements. States that are May Issue have the authority to judge on 

whether they want to issue a concealed weapon permit to a private citizen, even after they have 

met all requirements, or not. Thirdly, Rights Denied states do not allow private citizens to carry 

firearms and do not issue concealed weapon permits (USA Carry). If a state is a Shall or May 

Issue state, the requirements to get a permit are that one must be a certain minimum of age, get a 

background check, take a handgun safety class, and pay an application fee (Buckeye Firearms).  

What does the state of Texas concealed carry on college campuses state? 

 The state of Texas is a Shall Issue state; meaning, that if one meets all the requirements 

then they can have a Texas Concealed Carry Permit. Permits are issued to both Residents and 

Non-residents. The law permits individuals to carry their loaded, concealed firearm in public 

college and university buildings. Each college and university can determine specific sensitive 

areas and buildings where weapons are not allowed. Campus policies on concealed firearms must 
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be publicly displayed by each college and university on their website and it should be publicized 

on open campus grounds (Armed Campuses). 

 Students attending the 

University of Texas at El 

Paso were asked if they had 

knowledge of these requisites 

and if they believed more 

should be made or not (figure 

2). Most did not have the knowledge of these requisites that would allow them to carry a 

concealed weapon on their school campus. Those who were not informed expressed that the 

requirements are not enough; one of them by saying that “an extensive mental health exam 

should be one of the requirements”. Those who knew the requirements were deeply informed 

and defended that the requisites were strict enough to prevent as much as possible for a firearm 

to land on the hands of the wrong person. It can be concluded by this graph that depending on 

how much background knowledge a person has on the issue, it is how agreeable they are to 

campus carry. 

Conclusion 

 The United States has faced unfortunate mass shootings in public college and universities 

and the state government has attempted to solve the issue. It is now allowed in ten states for one 

to get a permit to carry concealed weapons on public university grounds. The issue is an on-

going debate in which it is argued if campus carry helps students’ safety or affects it negatively. 

It is concluded that if one has experience and knowledge about firearms they support the state’s 

decision on the allowing of concealed firearms. In contrast, if one does not have a background 

15%

77%

8%

figure 2

informed/ for more requisites

uninformed/ against more requisites
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that involves weapons they are most likely against campus carry. The majority are those against 

concealed weapons on campus grounds due to their mistrust in that the requisites for a concealed 

gun permit are enough. Active shootings that have taken place on university grounds in the past 

have caused this ruling to come to be. If the state’s decision will help prevent the loss of lives is 

the question that will be answered with the consequences the future may bring. 
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