


SANDY HOOK ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL SHOOTING

“The deadliest mass shooting at either a high school or grade 
school in the U.S. and the third-deadliest mass shooting by a 
single person in U.S. history”



 The Sandy Hook Elementary School 

shooting occurred on December 14, 2012, 

in Newton, Connecticut  



 20-year-old Adam Lanza fatally shot 20 

children between six and seven years old, as 

well as six adult staff members. 

 Prior to driving to the school, he shot and killed 

his mother at their Newtown home. As first 

responders arrived at the scene, Lanza

committed suicide by shooting himself in the 

head.



MOTIVATION

 The final police report concluded that Adam Lanza
had acted alone. 

 On the question of Lanza's state of mind, the 
report noted "significant mental health issues that 
affected his ability to live a normal life and to 
interact with others, even those to whom he 
should have been close... What contribution this 
made to the shootings, if any, is unknown as those 
mental health professionals who saw him did not 
see anything that would have predicted his future 
behavior." 

 Reports revealed that no alcohol or drugs were 
found in his system



VICTIMS

 20 children and six adults 

died

 18 children died at the 

scene and two more died in 

the hospital

 Six adults were found dead 

at the school



CAUSE
 At some point before he went to the school, 

investigators believe Adam Lanza killed his mother, 
Nancy Lanza.

 He grabbed three guns from the house – one is a 
semi-automatic AR-15 assault rifle

 Connecticut authorities closed the book on the 
second-deadliest shooting in U.S. history with the 
motive still a mystery. Lanza shot himself at the end of 
his 11-minute rampage, and police found no sign that 
he "voiced or gave any indication to others that he 
intended to commit such a crime himself,"



GUN CONTROL IN THE UNITED STATES

 The Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting 

prompted renewed debate about gun control in 

the United States, including proposals for 

making the background-check system 

universal, and for new federal and 

state legislation banning the sale and 

manufacture of certain types of semi-

automatic firearms and magazines with more 

than ten rounds of ammunition



 On January 16, 2013, New York became the 

first U.S. state to act after the shooting when it 

enacted the Secure Ammunition and Firearms 

Enforcement (SAFE) Act. On April 4, 2013, 

Connecticut and Maryland both enacted new 

restrictions to their existing gun laws


