
‘I’m going up to get the shooter’ 
Almost 55 years after Whitman’s deadly rampage, Ray 

Martinez remembers it clearly 

 

Ray Martinez describes the sniper’s position on the 
University of Texas Tower observation deck while 
remembering the mass shooting which took place 
almost 55 years ago. Martinez stormed the tower to 
help take out the shooter, Charles Whitman. 
 

But to hear the New Braunfels resident and former 
lawman recount the events of Aug. 1, 1966, when he 
and another officer took the life of Charles Whitman, 
one might think it happened just yesterday.  

Whitman shot and killed 16 people and wounded 
many others from a perch atop the University of Texas Tower observation deck in Austin before 
Martinez and another Austin police officer ended the threat. 

Of course, like most heroes, Martinez says he isn’t one. 

“I was just doing my job,” he said. “People ask was I scared. Of course, I was scared. Only a liar or a 
fool would say they weren’t.” 

The story has been told and re-told again and again. And it will be repeated numerous times every 
year on August 1 in commemoration of the event’s anniversary. But such a remarkable tale deserves 
repeating, at least in abridged form, in Martinez’s words. 

Martinez worked at the Austin Police Department and was waiting at home before his shift was to 
begin when, while cooking a small meal, he saw on the afternoon news reports of a sniper with a rifle 
picking off people on campus. Martinez called the police station to see if his help was needed, and a 
lieutenant told him to go and help direct traffic around campus. He went and found that traffic detail 
was under control and then made the decision to rush to the tower. 

Once he got to the campus, Martinez said he saw a pregnant woman hurt on the ground and others 
who appeared to be dead at Whitman’s hands. He ran zig-zagging to the tower and made it safely. 
The former U.S. Army corporal expected to see many police officers in the tower preparing to invade 
the observation deck. Instead, he ran into a young man with a clipboard who took down his name. 
Martinez said he still doesn’t know who that man was. 

“All this time, you could hear all this shooting,” Martinez remembered. “The sniper was shooting 
down. Policemen and civilians were shooting up there.” 

Out on the street, people had grabbed their personal firearms from the backs of their trucks and from 
their homes, which was commonplace, Martinez said. He said civilians tried helping law enforcement 
take out Whitman. They were able to slow him down but the sniper still posed a threat. 



“The sniper could take his time at first because nobody was shooting at him,” Martinez said. “When 
people, mostly detectives and civilians, started shooting, he had to take cover because of the return 
fire.” 

Inside the tower, Martinez took the elevator to the 26th floor. He said a prayer before the doors 
opened and he was confronted by a rifle and a pistol pointed straight at him. Luckily it was a police 
officer and a civilian planning to move on the sniper. 

The civilian, Martinez learned later, was Allen Crum, who eventually climbed the final stairs to the 
observation deck with Martinez to help. 

“I started going up and the guy with the rifle said, ‘Where are you going?’” Martinez said. “I said, ‘I’m 
going up to get the shooter.’ He said, ‘Not by yourself you’re not — we’ll go together and do it service 
style.’” 

So, they ascended the stairs, expecting danger at every step and finding bloody, wounded and dead 
people Whitman had assaulted on his way to the top of the tower. As they neared the top of the 
stairs, Crum stopped Martinez and asked, “Are we playing for keeps?” — meaning were they going to 
kill the shooter. Martinez responded in the affirmative, with an expletive thrown in for good measure. 

Crum then asked Martinez to deputize him, and Martinez replied, “Consider yourself deputized.” 

Once Martinez and Crum reached the observation deck, Martinez went through a door and peeked 
around two corners but didn’t see the sniper. So, he stationed Crum at one corner of the deck with his 
rifle trained in one direction while Martinez proceeded the other way to possibly catch the sniper in 
crossfire if he ran to the corner where Crum aimed the rifle. 

Martinez said as he started to stalk the sniper, APD Officer Houston McCoy came up behind him 
carrying a shotgun and they moved ahead together. Meanwhile, Crum apparently had fired a shot 
that drew the sniper’s attention toward one corner of the tower while Martinez and McCoy 
approached from the opposite direction. 

They saw Whitman sitting and pointing his weapon in the direction of the shot he heard from Crum, 
so the officers caught him off guard. 

Martinez and McCoy started shooting. 

“I kept advancing and shooting,” Martinez said. “I could tell I was making contact. I kept advancing 
and shooting and yelled at McCoy to shoot. He shot. 

“By this time, my gun was empty,” Martinez continued. “I reached back and grabbed the shotgun from 
McCoy. I fired at the sniper at point blank range.” 

He said before he fired the final shotgun blast Whitman was still moving and still clutching his 
Carbine. 

News of Martinez’s actions at the tower spread far and wide. He was asked to appear and receive 
commendations from various groups and organizations across the country following that fateful day. 



He spent several more years in law enforcement and even became a justice of the peace in Comal 
County. 

Later, he wrote a couple of books. He devoted a portion of his autobiography published in 2004 to the 
events of Aug. 1, 1966.  

At the time of the infamous tower shooting, police cars had no lights or sirens, cops had no portable 
radios and ambulances were basically hearses or vans with sirens, Martinez said. He said the job of a 
law enforcer has changed tremendously over the years. 

“Later on, I wrote a second book about the evolution of law enforcement in Texas,” Martinez said. “I 
did research from 1900 to 2000.” 

He said police agencies use the UT shooting to train their members. Following the tower event, 
numerous active-shooter incidents have occurred across the country. Martinez said he’s been told 
that organizations use what he did to exemplify the way to handle such cases. He said getting to and 
neutralizing the threat as soon as possible is the method of choice. 

“I like to think I played a part in Texas law enforcement history,” the former Texas Ranger said. “After 
this, the SWAT team concept was formed.” 

Now law enforcers have better technology to help them do their jobs, but that technology also might 
help to create problems, Martinez said. 

He said technological advances like the Internet, camera phones and social media sites spread the 
word of violent acts almost instantaneously and could lead copycats to commit similar acts. 

But in his 30 years of law enforcement, Martinez said, he saw things come and go, and police 
agencies have always been able to get their jobs done. 

“Over the years, new obstacles come up,” he said. “We find solutions for those obstacles and or we 
get stopped. We have to move on.” 

He said controversy always seems to peek its head into police matters. It happened when he worked 
in the industry and will continue. 

The recent addition of body and dashboard cameras for officers is a good tool for all involved, 
Martinez said. Officers can use the footage to their advantage to tell their sides of what could be 
controversial interactions. 

“First of all, if you’re doing your job and you’re doing it how you were trained, that camera isn’t going 
to give you any troubles,” he said. “I don’t think citizens are any worse than they used to be. There’s 
always the exception to the rule.” 

Since retirement, Martinez has enjoyed some downtime and a lot of golfing. He said he’s also 
volunteered in and around New Braunfels. He’s a Blue Coat with the local chamber of commerce and 
a member of the Noon Lions Club, he has sat on the board of United Way, and more. 



Martinez said he is so proud of the time he’s spent in “beautiful” New Braunfels. He’s also proud of 
the police agencies and the good work they do for the community. 

Cliff Martinez of Austin, Ray’s nephew, said he remains in awe and extremely proud of his uncle. Cliff 
said he never was told much about his uncle’s role in ending the tower shooting., but he recently 
learned more and became even more thankful to call Ray his uncle. 

Cliff Martinez said the story of “Ranger Ray,” as his uncle is called, is less about a single human and 
more about the actions and life of a real American hero. 

“It’s not so much about my uncle. It’s about a human being,” Cliff Martinez said. “If you take away the 
person’s name and any knowledge of who the person is, and you describe the role they played that 
day and they were willing to risk their life to save further civilian lives, you would get chills in your 
arms and you would say, ‘This man is a true hero.’” 

Ray Martinez said he’s no hero. He was a man doing a job and trying to do it well. 

“I was making a little more than $18 a day. You didn’t do it for the money,” Martinez said. “You raised 
your hand and made an oath to do it to the best of your ability. I feel I did my best.” 

 


