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It’s not fair when college students are having the time of their lives at their favorite 

country artist concert and get targeted by a 64 year old man. It’s not right when construction 

workers are singing along with their most-liked singer and get shot by a retired accountant. It’s 

devastating when a hairdresser, a union pipefitter, a special education teacher and a school office 

manager are enjoying their night out and get badly wounded by a gunman. It’s heartbreaking 

when a family law attorney, a Navy veteran who served in Afghanistan and two Disneyland cast 

members are dancing in the open air with their cowboy hats and jeans and get murdered by an 

addicted gambler. Most importantly, it’s not humane when many parents of young children at 

Jason Aldean concert get killed by Stephen Paddock. 

October 1
st
, 2017 is the day of the deadliest and worst mass shooting in the modern 

history of the USA, but every shooting is the worst for someone isn’t it? Stephen Paddock a 

retired accountant opened fire from his suite on the 32nd floor of the Mandalay Bay hotel; 

between 22:05 pm and 22:15 pm, he fired hundreds of rifle rounds towards a large crowd of 

22.000 concertgoers at the Route 91 Harvest music festival on the Las Vegas Strip during the 

country singer Jason Aldean performance. As a consequence of that irresponsible criminal act, 

more than 58 innocent people were killed and more than 500 others were injured. By the time 

police burst into his room moments later, Paddock was already dead from a single, self-inflicted 

round. At two minutes to midnight, police radioed to report the suspect was down.  

 Apparently, the FBI couldn’t find the true motives behind the killer’s actions since he 

didn’t have any criminal record, and wasn’t any kind of religious nor political extremist. The 

murderer’s girlfriend who has been under investigations since the day of the shooting claimed 

that she knew nothing about his plan. Even more, his brother and friends said that he was a caring 

nice man who liked gambling. No one expected him to do such horrible thing. This should make 

a person rethink if he truly knows who his friend or neighbor really is. Due to those reasons, both 

police and government claimed that there was nothing they could have done to prevent such 

criminal act. How weird and strange is that statement?! Especially that when a guy with a beard 

attacks or even makes suspicious moves or malicious plans, the US government makes calls, 

increases airport security, deports illegal immigrants, builds walls and basically takes any 

possible precautions to make sure it doesn’t happen again. However, when an American buys a 

gun and murders other Americans, it seems that there is nothing the government can do about it 

which is ironic and frustrating. The US government didn’t even classify this mass shooting as 



terrorism. In fact, none of the news described the killer as terrorist, evidentially because they 

directly relate terrorism to Islam and Muslims. 

 Life didn’t seem so beautiful for those lost ones during Las Vegas mass shooting at the 

LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL music festival. Their death has undoubtedly affected people’s emotions 

and broke the heart of those victims’ families. Yet, Americans seem to be getting more used to 

such kind of massacre. It has become more like a regular part of their lives. Even the process of 

how it will go could be predicted; people will be chocked and sad, pray for Las Vegas, get 

motivated and emotional, news will cover the stories of the survivors, billboard will be written, 

then another event will take place, people will get distracted and easily forget it ever happened. 

As a result, no change will occur concerning the US policy towards gun control, which is the 

exact thing that the NRA (National Rifle Association) is trying to avoid. Furthermore, some of 

the US media are asking citizens not to politicize what has happened. They are claiming that it’s 

too early to talk about gun control; sadly for those victims, it’s far too late.  

 The killer –or as I prefer to call him, the terrorist– had 23 weapons in his hotel suite, more 

than 50 pounds of exploding targets and 1,600 rounds of ammunition in his car in the hotel 

parking lot. He used semi-automatic weapons and machine guns during his killing operation. The 

most important question that should be asked is; how could an American citizen possess such 

dangerous weapons without being investigated? These weapons are obviously not the kind that a 

person can use for self-defense; they are designed to kill a large number of people in the shortest 

possible amount of time. Despite of this horrific fact, the US government still thinks it’s not the 

right time to discuss guns’ control. What they are unaware of is that it wasn’t the right time for 

those innocent people to die too. It’s ridiculously stupid how after the death of more than 58 

innocent people in a mass shooting, it is not the right time to start a political debate about gun 

control in the US; rather, it’s time to unite as a country. How misleading is that? If now is not the 

right time, then when, America?!  

 The world in general and the USA in particular shouldn’t be surprised because of such 

mass shooting, for gun crimes will always occur as long as there is a wide availability of guns on 

the streets; as long as retired accountants can own a collection of high powered rifles; and as long 

as people with mental illness are ALLOWED to buy dangerous guns. Moreover, the US 

government should maybe, just for once, focus on the main problem instead of trying to come up 

with foolish reasons why such horrific acts have happened. Every time there is a shooting in the 

US, the government finds a way to talk about something else but the real cause. Is it Muslims and 

their religion? Is it black on black crime? Is it mentally ill people? Is it white nationalists? Now, 

the US seems to have figured out a new question concerning this mass shooting; is it the hotels’ 

security?? Furthermore, during this same week of Las Vegas mass shooting, the congress is 

voting on deregulating gun silencers. Yes! This is how far away America is from actual gun 

control.  



The USA gained more fathers without sons, mothers without daughters, and children 

without parents. GUN CONTROL is a public safety issue that should be treated differently in a 

way that benefits innocent citizens instead of business men and weapons makers. Sincere thanks 

go to the police who risked their lives trying to locate the shooter, as well as many thanks to the 

doctors, nurses, fire fighter and paramedics who were courageous enough to venture to people’s 

aid. 

To the people of Las Vegas, we shouldn’t be sending you thoughts and prayers since they 

can never be enough nor bring back the lost ones, nor heal the broken hearts. Instead we should 

say we’re sorry; we’re sorry that we live in a world where there are people who are willing to put 

a gun before your lives.  
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