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Case Study: Stephen Paddock 
 

Overview: The recent tragic shooting that occurred on October 1, 2017 at 10:15 a.m. that took the life of 58 people and 
injured 515. The gunman, 64-year-old local Stephen Paddock, was staying at the Mandalay Bay Resort, on the 32nd floor, 
overlooking a crowded concert venue (Route 91 Harvest music festival), from September 28th until October 1st, 2017 (the 
night of the shooting incident). Between 10:05 and 10:15 p.m. Paddock fired hundreds of rifle rounds from his suite into 
the Music Festival crowd. Las Vegas police found Paddock, no longer alive, along with  23 guns and thousands of rounds 
of ammunition in his room, with a surplus found later in his car.  
 
Directions: Today, you are taking on the role of an FBI Profiler. It is your job to get an adequate profile on the gunman, 
Stephen Paddock, by looking at a timeline of the event, and three articles describing Paddock’s life leading up to the event 
and a deeper look into who he was. Your goal is to identify who was Stephen Paddock and come up with a criminal 
profile of him in the Las Vegas shooting. After you have gathered field notes from the timeline, two articles, and one 
video be prepared to share your FBI profile with the press conference that is being held later this afternoon. 
 
FBI Profile: Each team of 2-3 people will create an FBI profile, through google docs (shared to Ms. Dinwiddie) 
identifying the following details about the gunman, Stephen Paddock. Each team will create a brief write up to present to 
the FBI press conference to educate the public on what your team has uncovered about Stephen Paddock himself. It will 
be your team’s job to develop a hypothesis for what motivate Paddock to commit such a tragic action. Each profile should 
include: 

1. Background information on Paddock  
a. Where did he work?  
b. Where did he live?  
c. Was he married?  

2. Hypothesis on his motive.  
a. Example: Stephen Paddock committed the shooting in Las Vegas because he was lonely.  

 
Presentation Press Conference (5 minutes): Each team will present their team profile of Stephen Paddock in 5 minutes 
to the press conference. They will end their five minutes giving their hypothesis of why they think Paddock decided to 
target the country music festival.  
 
Timeline of events: 

1.  http://www.businessinsider.com/timeline-shows-exactly-how-the-las-vegas-massacre-unfolded-2017-
10/#thursday-stephen-paddock-checks-into-the-mandalay-bay-resort-and-casino-on-the-south-end-of-the-las-
vegas-strip-1 

 
2. http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-41471242 

 
A look into who Stephen Paddock is:  

1. Stephen Paddock: Vegas Suspect a high-roller and “psychopath.” http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-
canada-41472462  

2. 60-Minutes Video: https://www.cbsnews.com/news/las-vegas-gunman-stephen-paddock-note-hotel-room-
details-of-bullet-trajectory/ 

3. Officers describe Paddock: https://www.cbsnews.com/videos/officers-describe-body-of-las-vegas-shooter/ 
4. Partial NPR article (Section: The Attacker) “Las Vegas Shooting Update: Gunman Investigated As Victims 

Are Mourned.” http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2017/10/03/555367379/las-vegas-shooting-update-
gunman-investigated-as-victims-are-mourned 

 
  
 


