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Jason Coffman shows a photo of his son, Cody, 22 (middle). Coffman has been searching for his son after the mass shooting at the Borderline Bar & Grill. (Jason Coffman)

Jason Coffman woke up about 1 a.m. to banging on his door. He thought it was the police.

It was his 22-year-old son’s friends, who told him about the shooting at Borderline.

They all were able to get out, but they hadn’t heard from Cody. He’d gone to the bar to get a round of
drinks for everyone when gunfire erupted and chaos ensued.

“He didn’t come out,” Coffman, 41, of Camarillo said. “They are assuming the worst.”
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Coffman said his son, who was about to join the Army, hasn’t answered his phone.

By 3:40 a.m., he arrived at the Thousand Oaks Teen Center to search for him and report him missing.

He emerged about 15 minutes later. Authorities inside took down his information and told him to wait for
word.

His next stop, he said, was the hospital.

Early Thursday morning, Los Robles Regional Medical Center was quiet.

A sheriff’s department crime scene investigations van pulled up to the hospital just before 3 a.m. An hour
later, a law enforcement official in an honor guard uniform was seen leaving.

Adam Housley, who until six weeks ago was national correspondent for Fox News, arrived at the hospital
around 3:30 a.m. searching for his niece. A guard didn’t let him through, saying it was on lockdown.

He said his niece, 18-year-old Pepperdine freshman Alaina Housley, had been at the bar with several
friends. Her Apple Watch and iPhone still showed her location on the dance floor.

“My gut is saying she’s inside the bar, dead,” he said. “I’m hoping I’m wrong.”

Housley said two of Alaina’s suitemates jumped through a broken window to escape and are at a hospital
with major wounds from the glass. As they ran away from the bar, someone screamed “Hey! Get ... down
on the ground!” They told Housley they believe it was the gunman.

LIVE UPDATES: Mass shooting at Thousand Oaks bar »

Instead, they kept running toward houses near the Los Robles Greens golf course, where they got help.

Alaina’s friends told Housley that they’d lost her in the chaos.

“She’s an amazing girl,” he said. “I know you always hear those things.”

Housley said he comes from a small, tight-knit family. But he’s been on the scene during mass shootings
before as a reporter.

“You just don’t think that — same stupid quote — you just don’t think it’s going to happen to you,” he said.

Housley said he went to the crime scene and called the hotline. They didn’t tell him much.

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-thousand-oaks-shooting-updates-htmlstory.html
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Ron Helus was among the first law enforcement officers to arrive at the Borderline Bar in Thousand Oaks shortly after 11:20 p.m. He ran through the front door and was shot
multiple times by the gunman, Sheriff Geoff Dean said.

Right before Ventura County Sheriff’s Sgt. Ron Helus rushed into the Borderline Bar & Grill on
Wednesday night to respond to reports of a mass shooting, he called his wife.

“He said, ‘hon, I got to go, I love you. I gotta go on a call,’” Sheriff Geoff Dean said.

Helus was one of the first two law enforcement officers to arrive shortly after 11:20 p.m. About four
minutes after arriving on the scene and after hearing shots fired inside, he went through the front door
and was hit multiple times, Dean said.

A California Highway Patrol officer who arrived with the sergeant stepped back to secure the perimeter
until additional units arrived, then pulled Helus out of the line of fire, Dean said. Helus died later at Los
Robles Regional Medical Center.

“They knew they had to take action and they went in and did what they had to do," the sheriff said.
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Ventura County Sheriff's Sgt. Ron Helus (Courtesy of the Ventura County Sheriff's Department)

Roughly 15 minutes later, a second group of law enforcement personnel had gathered and entered the bar.
By then, the shooting had stopped, and the suspect was found dead with a gunshot wound. Eleven people
inside were found shot dead, and others wounded.

An emotional Dean described Helus as a friend and colleague.

“He knew the risks, but he knew, like we all do, why we serve,” Dean said. “Ron was a hardworking,
dedicated sheriff's sergeant. He was totally committed. He gave his all. And tonight ... he died a hero. He
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Thousand Oaks gunman was ex-Marine who may have suffered from PTSD, sheriff says

went in to save lives, to save other people.”

Helus, 54, a Moorpark resident, was a 29-year veteran of the department and was planning to retire in the
next year or so.

“He was an unbelievable man,” sheriff’s Capt. Garo Kuredjian said. “He was a lifetime learner, a trainer, a
mentor, a leader. He was a cop’s cop. His void is going to be felt throughout our agency.”

Kuredjian said a young man came up to him after the shooting to thank the deputies. “There’s no doubt in
my mind that your sergeant’s actions saved others from being victims,” the man told him. “That’s a small
piece of solace for the family knowing their father, their husband, ran into danger and saved lives.”

Dean said the sheriff’s department trains its deputies to enter buildings where there’s an active shooter, a
policy that changed after the Columbine school shooting in 1999.

“Our officers know, when you get to a scene, and there's two of you, or even just one of you, and there's
shooting going on, you go in," the sheriff said.

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/#nt=taxonomy-article
http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/#nt=taxonomy-article
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Sheriff’s Sgt. Eric Buschow said he came on the job around the same time as Helus. “He was just a great
guy. Just an instinctive cop,” Buschow said. “He has always had a knack for investigations.”

Helus worked narcotics, was on the SWAT team for many years, and was an instructor.

“He’s a tactician so I have no doubt he employed the best tactics possible,” he said. “Unfortunately in a
chaotic situation like that, you’ve just got to go in. And he did.”

“To describe it as heroic,” he trailed off for about a minute, as he stood about 300 feet from the bar. “What
else do you call it?”

“It’s just not right,” he said about the shooting.

In addition to his wife, Helus is survived by his son.

Para leer esta nota en inglés, haga clic aquí

5:35 a.m.: This article was updated with additional details and quotes from sheriff’s Capt. Garo
Kuredjian and Sgt. Eric Buschow.
This article was originally published at 3:40 a.m.
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A gunman who killed 12 people at a Thousand Oaks bar was a former U.S. Marine who might have been
suffering from PTSD, the Ventura County Sheriff said.

Ian David Long, 28, lived in Newbury Park, not far from the club where he threw smoke bombs and
rained bullets on a crowd of more than a hundred people.

Sheriff Geoff Dean said his department had several interactions with Long, including a call to his home
in April for a complaint of disturbing the peace. Deputies at the time said was irate and acting
irrationally, Dean said. They brought in mental health professionals to evaluate him, who concluded he
did not need to be taken into custody.

Long was also the victim of a battery at a local bar in 2015, the sheriff said.

Long was dressed in black when he burst into the Borderline Bar & Grill, a country music-themed venue
popular with college students, around 11:20 p.m.

Ventura Co Sheriff Sgt Eric Buschow hugs Sgt Julie Novak at the scene of mass shooting at Borderline Bar & Grill that killed 13 people including one of their own officers.
(Al Seib / Los Angeles Times)
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The shooter was armed with a Glock 21.45-caliber handgun, Dean said. A source said he also had a
“smoke device.”

The shooter drove his mother’s car to the bar and did not say anything before opening fire, the source
said.

Authorities said sheriff’s Sgt. Ron Helus and a California Highway Patrol officer entered the bar first and
were met with gunfire from the suspect. Helus was shot several times and died at an area hospital early
Thursday morning, according to Dean.

Helus, a 29-year Sheriff’s Department veteran who was planning to retire next year, died “a hero,” Dean
said.

He is survived by a son and his wife, whom he called before entering the bar, Dean said.

“It doesn’t matter how safe your community is, it doesn’t matter how low your crime rate is — there are
people who just don’t think properly everywhere, I don’t care where you are, and they commit horrific
acts like this. There’s no way to process,” Dean said. “There’s no way to make sense out of the senseless.”

The first 911 calls reporting the shooting were received around 11:20 p.m., according to Dean. Helus and
the CHP officer arrived and engaged the suspect by 11:26 p.m., he said.

A motive in the shooting was not immediately clear, but Dean said there was no evidence linking the
attack to terrorism.

Eleven victims and the shooter were found dead inside the bar. It was not immediately clear whether the
shooter took his own life.

“It’s a horrific scene in there,” Dean said. “There’s blood everywhere.”

Witnesses reported a terrifying scene as gunfire echoed through the club and those inside ran for cover,
in some cases using chairs to break windows to escape. Several dived behind a pool table to shield
themselves from bullets, while others hid in bathrooms and in the attic as they frantically called loved
ones who were hearing reports of the shooting.

Several people who escaped the bar described a gunman clad in a black shirt, black hat and black
glasses. He seemed to concentrate fire on the front of the venue, where there were several employees as
soon as he entered, witnesses said.

“He just pulled out a gun and shot my friend that was working the front desk,” said Holden Harrah, 21.

Matthew Wennerstrom, a regular at Borderline, said he had been inside about an hour when he heard
what he described as an unmistakable sound: a gunshot. Wennerstrom said that as the shooter
concentrated his fire on the front desk, he pulled as many people as he could to the floor and under a
pool table.

He said he tried to quiet those around him and count the shots fired. Wennerstrom said that when the
assailant seemed to be reloading, he urged people to smash open some of the bar’s windows with chairs,
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hoping to escape before the next volley of gunfire came.

“All I could think about was how helpless I was,” he said.

Teylor Whittler went to Borderline to celebrate her 21st birthday on Wednesday night. She said she was
dancing with friends in the bar when she heard what sounded like firecrackers. She quickly turned and
followed the noise, only to find a man holding a gun near the entrance.

Erika Sigman, 19, said she began to race toward an exit as soon as screams erupted.

“I’m a Thousand Oaks resident,” she said. “This is a safe place. My parents let me go here. This is a
trusted place. ... To know that this happened in my safe place is a very, very scary thing.”

The FBI’s Joint Terrorism Task Force was sent to the scene, according to an agency spokeswoman.
Representatives from the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives also were
dispatched.

LIVE UPDATES: Mass shooting at Thousand Oaks bar »

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-thousand-oaks-shooting-updates-htmlstory.html
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Fernan Diamse, center, has a bandaged arm after breaking a window to escape the shooting at the Borderline Bar & Grill in Thousand Oaks on Nov. 7.. (Mike Baker / For
the Times)

An additional 18 victims who were injured while trying to escape but were not shot were received at area
hospitals in the hours after the shooting, according to Ventura County Fire Department Capt. Stan
Ziegler. The severity of their injuries was not immediately known.

Wednesday nights are college-themed nights open to students as young as 18, according to the bar’s
website. Witnesses said the event is popular with Moorpark college students, and the Pepperdine
student newspaper tweeted that students from its campus also were inside at the time of the shooting.
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Classes at nearby Cal Lutheran University were canceled Thursday in the wake of the shooting.

Some witnesses said the bar is a hub for country music fans. They said many of the attendees
Wednesday night normally attended the Stagecoach country music festival in Indio and, tragically, some
were survivors of last year’s massacre at the Route 91 Harvest Festival in Las Vegas that left 58 dead last
year.

Large crowds formed in the area as friends and family members arrived at the scene to try to find out
whether loved ones had survived the assault. Some who escaped the gunfire could be seen frantically
talking on cellphones, desperate to get information on friends or family members who may have been
trapped inside. Others announced the names of the people they were searching for as they gave live
television interviews.

A hotline has been established for those seeking information about their loved ones, according to the
Ventura County Fire Department, which urged people to call (805) 465-6650. A family reunification
center also was established at the Thousand Oaks Teen Center, where Mayor Pro Tem Rob McCoy was
seen around 3:30 a.m.

McCoy embraced one couple as they walked up. Inside, he said, the mood was “somber.”

He said officials do not yet have names of the victims.

“It’s going to be real heavy when that information comes in,” he said.
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(Los Angeles Times)

At nearby Los Robles Regional Medical Center, friends and family frantically searched for loved ones
they hoped were not among the victims. Adam Housley, who until six weeks ago was a national
correspondent for Fox News, arrived at the hospital around 3:30 a.m. searching for his niece. A guard
didn’t let him through, saying the facility was on lockdown.

He said his niece, 18-year-old Pepperdine freshman Alaina Housley, had been at the bar with several
friends. Her Apple Watch and iPhone still showed her location as being on the dance floor, he said.
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“My gut is saying she’s inside the bar, dead,” he said. “I’m hoping I’m wrong.”

Housley said he comes from a small, tight-knit family. But he’s been on the scene during mass shootings
before as a reporter.

“You just don’t think that — same stupid quote — you just don’t think it’s going to happen to you,” he
said.

Some of those who were inside the bar recounted near misses with the gunman. Nellie Wong, who was
celebrating her 21st birthday on Wednesday night, said she dove to the floor when shots rang out. Wong
said she believed that the gunman was dressed in a black hoodie, black shirt and black pants with a scarf
obscuring his face and that he threw smoke bombs as he entered.

“Thank goodness he didn’t see me at all. I immediately stopped moving, stopped breathing,” said Wong,
a student at Cal State Channel Islands in Camarillo.

Tim Dominguez has been going to the bar for 16 years. He said he normally wouldn’t have been there on
a Wednesday because it’s college night, but his 26-year-old son wanted to go, so they went and played
pool. He said they were preparing to leave when Dominguez heard a couple of shots and saw the
bouncer fall to the ground. People were line-dancing as the shots rang out, he said.

“Then he turned to the right and shot the cashier,” Dominguez said. “And then he just kept on shooting.”

The gunman continued shooting toward a crowd of about 40 people on the dance floor, he said.

“He shot quick. He was good at it,” Dominguez said, “like he knew what he was doing.”

Dominguez said that as he and his son ran from the bar, they yelled for people to get down. Though he
and his son are safe, Dominguez is wrestling with what he could have done differently.

“I feel guilty that I left,” he said. “That guilt that I could have done something more.”

Aubrey Ryan, 27, of Newbury Park, said she was in the front of the restaurant with at least 15 friends
when a man came in and started shooting at the ceiling.

She said the gunman shouted something but that she could not hear what he said. A friend threw her
onto an outdoor balcony as the gunfire rang out so she could escape, she said.

This is the second time this year Thousand Oaks has seen violence in a crowded area. In March, a man
shot and killed his wife before attempting to shoot himself at the Thousand Oaks Mall.

Around 1:30 a.m., dozens of people lined the sidewalk in Moorpark as police lights flashed through the
darkness. Some sat on a concrete hill and watched from their perch.

Employees and people who had friends inside the bar huddled together, some hugging and asking one
another if they had any updates from loved ones.

Tyler Odekirk, 21, started working at the bar as a security guard two months ago. He said he knew
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“everybody” at the bar Wednesday night because he was there so often, but he was struggling to reach
friends.

“I can’t get anything to anybody that’s in there,” he said. “I had a friend call me in a panic thinking that I
was there.”

Carl Edgar, a 24-year-old Tarzana resident, said he had about 20 friends inside the bar, where he is a
regular. The bar is an extremely popular hangout for Moorpark College students on Wednesday nights,
according to Edgar, who was speaking with friends who were inside when the shooting began.

One texted him that she was hiding in a bathroom, fearing for her life. But Edgar said he was hopeful
that his friends were safe.

Some of them, sadly, had been through this before.

“There are a few people we can’t get a hold of, but in these situations people usually turn off their phones
to be safe so I’m not gonna get too worried. A lot of my friends survived Route 91,” he said. “If they
survived that, they will survive this.”

Times staff writers Rong-Gong Lin II and Andrea Castillo contributed to this report.

6:05 a.m.: This article was updated with additional details and witness accounts.
5:15 a.m. This article was updated throughout with additional details and background.
4:30 a.m.: This story was updated with details about the shooter and additional witness accounts.
2:45 a.m.: This story was updated with additional details from the Ventura County Sheriff’s
Department.
2 a.m.: This story was updated with more details and fatalities.
1:25 a.m.: This story was updated to raise the number of wounded from 7 to 11.
1:05 a.m.: This story was updated with comments from the scene and the number of people shot.
This story was first published at midnight.
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James Ramos, State Assembly candidate for the 40th District,
checks early polling numbers, during his Election night party at the
San Manuel Community Center in Highland Tuesday, November
6, 2018. (John Valenzuela/ Contributing Photographer)
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How will the San Bernardino County Board of
Supervisors fill the vacancy left by 3rd District
Supervisor James Ramos when he heads to
Sacramento?

Ramos, a Democrat, appeared to take the open
seat in the 40th Assembly District Tuesday, Nov.
6, ahead of Henry Nickel, according to the final
unofficial election results posted early
Wednesday.  There are two years left in his term
as 3rd District supervisor

Ramos is scheduled to be sworn in Dec. 3, giving
the board 30 days from then to appoint a
successor, according to county spokesman David
Wert, unless he chooses to resign his seat sooner.

If they are unable to meet the deadline, per the
county charter, the appointment goes to the
governor, Wert said.

MORE: 2018 Election Coverage

There is no option for a special election.

The appointee would need to live in the 3rd
District, which includes Colton, Grand Terrace,
Redlands, Yucaipa, Highland, San bernardino, Big
Bear Lake, Yucca Valley, Twentynine Palms and
Barstow.

They would serve out Ramos’ term, through
December 2020.

“Although the charter does not dictate a process
for the appointment,” Wert said, “the board’s
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‘Plenty of work to do,’ Rep. Pete Aguilar
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40th Assembly District turns blue with
election of San Bernardino County
Supervisor James Ramos

Fired Adelanto city clerk latest to allege
illegal conduct, retaliation by mayor and
‘clandestine assistant’

Riverside County voters say yes to
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practice has been to take public action to create a
process involving applications and public
interviews.”

The board filled a vacancy in 2007 when Brad
Mitzelfelt was appointed to fill the vacancy left by
Bill Postmus. In 2004, the board appointed Clifford
Young to succeed Jerry Eaves and Patty Aguiar
was appointed to succeed Fred Aguiar.
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increased local taxes, no to state taxes
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James Ramos, State Assembly candidate for the 40th District, checks early polling
numbers, during his Election night party at the San Manuel Community Center in
Highland Tuesday, November 6, 2018. (John Valenzuela/ Contributing Photographer)
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Supervisor James Ramos is likely headed to Sacramento, turning
the 40th Assembly District blue for the first time in a decade and
making him the first California Native American elected to the
state Legislature. His election also has implications for the Board
of Supervisors.

Ramos, a Democrat, led Republican and San Bernardino
Councilman Henry Nickel by nearly 15 percentage points,
according to the final unofficial results posted early Wednesday,
Nov. 7, by the registrar’s office.

“I think the Inland Empire deserves to have representation in the
state capital that’s going to advocate for the resources that we
need and for the issues that we feel are important — education,
public safety, homeless, mental health, just to name a few,”
Ramos said by phone Wednesday.

Ramos won 44,206 votes, or 57.23 percent, compared to Nickel’s
33,038 votes, or 42.77 percent. As of Wednesday, there were
more than 203,500 mail-in, provisional and damaged ballots
remaining to be counted.

Nickel, who has two years left in his term on the San Bernardino
City Council, said he was disappointed in the outcome of his race,
but also other races that gave Democrats a supermajority in the
state Legislature.

“That’s a very dangerous thing, because they can pass tax
legislation without a vote of the people and do a lot of things that
would otherwise require a vote of the people or cooperation
across the aisle,” Nickel said.
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Ramos will succeed Republican Assemblyman Marc Steinorth,
who announced in March that he would not seek re-election.
Steinorth instead ran for Rancho Cucamonga City Council. He
had a slim lead over Ryan Hutchison, a small business owner, in
District 3 on Wednesday. 

Voter registration in the district, which spans from Rancho
Cucamonga to Redlands, leans Democratic, with 40.7 percent of
voters registered as Democrats versus 30.3 percent Republican
and 23.8 percent No Party Preference.

Nickel won the June primary, but it was a three-way vote and 54
percent of the ballots cast went to Democrats, including Ramos.

Henry Nickel, Republican candidate in 40th Assembly District, makes the rounds at
Celebrities Sports Bar in San Bernardino, Calif. on Tuesday, Nov. 6, 2018. He trailed
in early election results against James Ramos, Democrat. (Photo by Cindy Yamanaka,
The Press-Enterprise/SCNG)
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‘Plenty of work to do,’ Rep. Pete Aguilar
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Those results put the Assembly seat on the radar of state
Democrats and others, helping Ramos raise nearly $2.5 million in
contributions, compared with Nickel’s $310,000.

In the weeks leading up to Election Day, Nickel said they were
dealing with an onslaught of TV and radio ads as well as mailers
from the Ramos campaign. Nickel sent Ramos’ campaign cease
and desist letters regarding information on some of those mailers.

“It just got to the point where we realized we couldn’t combat the
onslaught,” he said. “It was just day after day of mailers and TV
ads and radio ads. We tried to correct the record on things and
then next thing you know, they’re sending out more mailers.”

In 2012, Ramos was elected to represent the county’s 3rd District,
which includes Colton, Grand Terrace, Redlands, Yucaipa,
Highland, San bernardino, Big Bear Lake, Yucca Valley,
Twentynine Palms and Barstow.

In 2016, he was re-elected for a four-year term.

The remaining board members will have 30 days from the time
Ramos vacates his seat to appoint a successor, or the
appointment goes to the governor, according to the county
charter.

In the past, the board has taken applications from potential
appointees and held public interviews.

The chosen appointee would serve through the end of Ramos’
term in December 2020.

Ramos, former
chairman of the San
Manuel Band of
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headed for third term in 31st
Congressional District

Inland voters open door to — and agree
to tax — marijuana industry

Fired Adelanto city clerk latest to allege
illegal conduct, retaliation by mayor and
‘clandestine assistant’

Riverside County voters say yes to
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Mission Indians, was
leaving Wednesday for
mandatory meetings
and trainings in
Sacramento. He said
he has been getting
calls from tribes
throughout the state
congratulating him on
his victory.

“It’s a big step for
California indian people
to have a California
indian person finally

elected in the state Legislature in 2018,” he said. “So Indian
country is very much excited.”

Ramos and fellow tribal members performed a traditional song
during his election night party at the San Manuel Community
Center in Highland.

“It was just great being there and being supported by tribal
members and tribal community,” he said.

Sandra Emerson
Sandra Emerson covers the cities of Ontario, Rancho Cucamonga, Upland, Montclair, Chino and Chino Hills for the
Inland Valley Daily Bulletin.

 Follow Sandra Emerson @ReporterSandraE
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San Bernardino Mayor Carey Davis, left, and Councilman John
Valdivia emerged from a field of seven mayoral candidates in the
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Election Day yielded a mixed bag in the Inland
Empire. While there are votes still to be counted, it
overall appears to have been a good day for
incumbents, with some notable exceptions.

In the city of San Bernardino’s mayoral race,
Councilman John Valdivia maintained a lead of
51.2 percent to Mayor R. Carey Davis’ 48.8
percent. Our editorial board endorsed Davis for re-
election based on his record of leading the city out
of bankruptcy and toward a more sustainable path.
Whatever the final outcome, the next mayor of San
Bernardino will have plenty to contend with.

Meanwhile, in Riverside County, Sheriff Stan Sniff
was unseated in his bid for re-election by Lt. Chad
Bianco. Bianco, who received heavy financial
support from the union representing deputies,
argued on the campaign trail that he was the right
leader to boost morale in the department and
better manage the department’s finances. While
we were not convinced that he has the
management experience necessary to accomplish
that, and we have continued reservations about his
ability to make decisions independent of the
Riverside Sheriffs’ Association, for the sake of

2018 primary election on Tuesday, June 5. (Staff file photos, The
Sun/SCNG)
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Riverside County, we hope he demonstrates the
leadership abilities those served by the department
deserve.

Notably, while majorities in both counties strongly
supported the repeal of the gas tax and
Republican gubernatorial candidate John Cox, this
did not necessarily translate to Republican
dominance.

An open Assembly seat soon to be vacated by
Republican Marc Steinorth easily went to
Democrat James Ramos, who serves on the San
Bernardino Board of Supervisors.
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another
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Assembly race, incumbent Sabrina Cervantes, D-
Corona, and Republican challenger Bill Essayli
were locked in a virtual tie as of Wednesday
morning, with Cervantes holding a three vote lead
out of 53,459 votes tallied.
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under intense scrutiny for her vote in support of
Senate Bill 1 to raise the gas tax. Essayli has
made that vote a cornerstone of his bid to unseat
Cervantes, who has been an otherwise moderate
member of the state Assembly.

The coming days will certainly provide more clarity
as to how things shake out.
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Jeff Welsh peruses items for sale on the first day of legal
recreational marijuana sales at BlŸm in Santa Ana on Jan. 1.
Voters in several Inland Empire cities approved commercial
marijuana measures in the Tuesday, Nov. 6 election. (File photo
by Kevin Sullivan, Orange County Register/SCNG)
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Voters in several Inland communities appeared to
say Tuesday, Nov. 6, that they are ready to
welcome the marijuana industry — and especially
to tax it — with the notable exception of Hemet.

In Hemet, voters rejected a measure that would
have permitted non-retail cannabis businesses and
appear to have approved an alternate city-
sponsored measure banning all marijuana
businesses for two years. Hemet Mayor Michael
Perciful said the election sent “a message that
people are not ready for marijuana in the city yet.”

Vote totals are preliminary, however, as final
unofficial counts aren’t expected until 6 p.m.
Thursday for Riverside County and 4 p.m. Friday
for San Bernardino County. More than 200,000
ballots in each county need to be processed,
officials said.

Here’s a roundup of the results so far:

San Bernardino County

Adelanto: Measure S would tax cannabis
businesses up to $5 per square foot of space used
in cultivation, and up to 5 percent on retail sales,
delivery, manufacturing, processing, testing and
distribution. About 71 percent of voters favored the
measure.

Colton: Measure U would tax cannabis up to $25
per square foot for cultivation and processing, and
up to 10 percent on retail sales. About 69 percent
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favored the measure.

Hesperia: Measure T would tax cannabis up to 6
percent on retail sales and $15 per square foot for
cultivation. More than 60 percent of voters favored
the measure.

San Bernardino: Two measures were passing
with support from six in 10 voters: Measure W,
which would impose a tax of up to $10 per square
foot for cultivators and up to 6 percent for retailers;
and Measure X, which would allow 17 commercial
cannabis enterprises to operate in the city.

Riverside County

Banning: Two measures to allow cannabis in an
industrial zone and tax it were leading, each with
about 60 percent support from voters. They
are Measure N, which would authorize a tax of up
to $25 per square foot for cultivation, and up to 10
percent on yearly receipts for other businesses,
and Measure O, which would tax retail sales at 10
percent.

Hemet: Measure Y, the initiative that would let
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non-retail cannabis businesses into manufacturing
zones, was opposed by two-thirds of voters. The
city-sponsored Measure Z, banning commercial
marijuana for two years, appeared to have passed,
with more than 52 percent support.

Jurupa Valley: Measure L would allow up to
seven dispensaries, and create taxes of $25 per
square foot on retail sales and $3 per square foot
on other cannabis activity. The measure appeared
to be passing with support from about 52 percent
of the vote.

Moreno Valley: Measure M, authorizing taxes off
up to 8 percent on retail and $15 per square foot
on cultivation, was passing easily with 72 percent.

Perris: Measure G, which would impose a tax of
up to 10 percent on distribution and manufacturing,
was passing with 71 percent.

San Bernardino City Councilman Henry Nickel was
pleased.

“We as a council realized back in 2016 that this
industry was here to stay, and that we needed to
create a mechanism to make sure that the city
could adequately enforce our regulations on the
industry,” Nickel said. “It looks like we’ve achieved
success.”

The taxes will bring in $2 million per year, he said.

Nickel said the stage also has been set for the city
to work with legitimate cannabis enterprises, whom
he said will help keep out black market operators.

However, Jurupa Valley City Manager Gary
Thompson said the apparent passage of a
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measure in his city would only encourage more
black market operators to come in.

“We’ve been very successful in closing illegal
dispensaries,” Thompson said. “A lot of the riffraff
is now gone.”

In Moreno Valley, the new tax is expected to
generate $2.2 million for municipal services.

“The extra revenue will allow us to put more
money into our police and fire — our public safety
— and also into our quality of life programs,” said
Mayor Yxstian Gutierrez.

Though
Hemet

approved a two-year ban, Perciful expects the
industry to make its way there, too.

“I think that the way California is going, eventually
it is going to happen,” he said.

For election results, click here.
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BREAKING NEWS  Live coverage of the Thousand Oaks mass shooting at the Borderline Bar
and Grill November 08, 2018, 6:32 am
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In the midst of an election-night shakeup of the
Adelanto City Council, an ousted city clerk is the
latest to take legal action against the city, Mayor
Rich Kerr and City Manager Jessie Flores, alleging
whistleblower retaliation for reporting suspected
illegal conduct.

In a claim filed with the city Tuesday, Cynthia
Herrera alleges she was terminated over the
summer for refusing to fire certain employees who
were not allied with Kerr and Flores, whom Herrera
claims is Kerr’s “agent and clandestine assistant.”
Directing Hererra to dismiss certain employees, in
violation of the city charter, was among a slew of
other alleged illegal activities committed by Kerr
and Flores, according to the claim.

The city has 45 days to either reject the claim or
settle with Herrera.

In Tuesday’s election, Kerr and Councilman John
“Bug” Woodard were both sent to defeat by voters
in the High Desert community. Gabriel Reyes was
elected the city’s new mayor, Gerardo Hernandez
will replace Woodard and Stevevonna Evans will
replace Councilman Charley Glasper, who did not
run for re-election and has not been implicated in
the scandal, although he went along with Kerr and
Flores’ dream to transform the city into California’s
marijuana mecca.
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‘Fresh start’ for new council

“They have a chance at a fresh start to set things
right for these people whose rights were violated,
and to save the city from certain bankruptcy or
disincorporation,” attorney Tristan Pelayes, a
former mayor of Adelanto, said in a telephone
interview Wednesday.

Pelayes, of the Riverside law firm Wagner &
Pelayes, held a news conference Wednesday
morning announcing the filing of Herrera’s claim.
Attending the news conference were newly elected
council members as well as Councilman Ed
Camargo, Pelayes said.

“They want to resolve these lawsuits and start
fresh,” Pelayes said of Camargo, the mayor-elect
and the two newly elected council members. “They
don’t want this place to be a cesspool.”

Pelayes also represents former City Manager
Gabriel Elliott, who sued the city last week, and
former city IT supervisor Dan Pina, who was
terminated after cooperating in an FBI probe into
allegations of corrupt activity in the city
surrounding marijuana cultivators, growers and
transporters. A claim has not been filed yet in
Pina’s case, Pelayes said.

Clerk tenure: 31 years

Herrera worked for the city for 31 years before she
was fired, without City Council approval, on Aug.
20. In her more than three-decade career with the
community that abuts Victorville, Herrera held the
positions of deputy city clerk/executive secretary,
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city clerk, city manager and administrative services
director.

City spokesman Michael Stevens declined to
comment Wednesday. Kerr and Flores did not
respond to a request for comment.

The city has been mired in controversy and
scandal for decades, from police corruption to
teetering on bankruptcy to the latest allegations of
graft. Specifically, council members are suspected
of taking bribes from marijuana entrepreneurs in
exchange for questionable land deals and zoning
privileges, among other things.

Last November, former Councilman Jermaine
Wright was arrested and subsequently indicted on
suspicion of taking a $10,000 cash bribe from an
undercover FBI agent, and paying another
undercover FBI agent $1,500 to burn down his
restaurant, Fat Boyz Grill, so he could collect on a
$300,000 insurance policy, according to the U.S.
Department of Justice. Wright has pleaded not
guilty to the charges, and his trial is scheduled for
February in U.S. District Court in Los Angeles.
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Officials ‘became enraged’

Herrera alleges in her
claim that when she
refused to fire the City
Hall employees as
directed, Kerr and
Flores “became
enraged” and
threatened to fire her.

Herrera’s allegations
mirror those of three
other former
employees who have sued the city — Nan Moore,
Mike Borja and Belen Cordero — who allege they
were singled them out for termination after Kerr
was elected mayor. They are seeking millions of
dollars in general and punitive damages.

Herrera also alleges Flores took a city-paid
vacation to Dubai under the guise it was to
promote business relations with the city, and that
Kerr borrowed $30,000 from public works manager
Don Wappler that he used for his mayoral
campaign and did not report it on his campaign
finance forms.

Meth use alleged

Kerr also was allegedly under the influence of
drugs during a meeting with Herrera, and Wappler
told Herrera “he knew the mayor was using
methamphetamine and where the mayor was
buying it from,” according to the claim.

Kerr and Flores, Herrera states in her claim,
directed city staff to waive fees for city services to

FBI agents cart off boxes and
plastic storage bins full of
documents and other materials
following a raid at the home of
Adelanto Mayor Rich Kerr in
May. (PHOTO CREDIT: Joe
Nelson
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friends, and also instructed code enforcement to
“stand down” and not enforce city ordinances
against marijuana cultivators they favored or had
personal dealings with.

“I also have documented, corroborating evidence
of Mayor Kerr directing code enforcement to stand
down while they were getting ready to confiscate
600 marijuana plants from an unpermitted
(marijuana) dispensary,” Pelayes said.

Kerr also retaliated against Herrera by having his
secretary, Rachel Suraci, file a sham workplace
harassment complaint against Herrera, which an
investigator found to be without merit, according to
the claim.

Suraci is the same person former City Manager
Elliott accused in his lawsuit of filing a trumped-up
sexual harassment complaint against him, at
Kerr’s insistence, after Elliott refused to partake in
illegal or unethical conduct involving land deals
and sales of city property to marijuana cultivators.

As with the other former employees suing the city,
Pelayes said Herrera was egregiously fired for
simply not bending to the will of Kerr and Flores
and going along with their unethical and illegal
conduct.

“She was told to play ball, fire people that Kerr and
Flores didn’t like, turn the other way, allow the
marijuana industry to come in without the due
process everyone else has to go through, and she
said ‘no,’ ” Pelayes said.
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b
mTVfhTdST
[S
b
Wbgdh\[i
OcV
f\[̂S̀Vd
XS[
fSUUVX[
SX
mVX̀\XY
W\[\Yb[\SX
bX̀
\[
gbd
hXfWVbT
sV̀XVd̀b̂
\e
[cVf\[̂
cb̀
TVfV\lV̀
[cV
fWb\Ui]\[̂
dmS_VdUbX
n\fcbVW
t[VlVXd
̀\̀
XS[
\UUV̀\b[VŴ
TVdmSX̀
[S
b
UVddbYVdVV_\XY
fSUUVX[iaVTTVTbj
gcS
uS\XV̀
[cV
f\[̂
\X
vwxy
bX̀
dVTlV̀
b
kT\Ve
d[\X[
bd
f\[̂
UbXbYVTjbWWVYV̀
[cb[
pVTT
bX̀
RWSTVd
zTVmVb[V̀Ŵ
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BREAKING NEWS  Live coverage of the Thousand Oaks mass shooting at the Borderline Bar
and Grill November 08, 2018, 6:40 am
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By SCOTT SCHWEBKE | sschwebke@scng.com |

Orange County Register
PUBLISHED: November 7, 2018 at 6:33 pm | UPDATED:
November 7, 2018 at 6:37 pm

A jury has awarded $3.2 million in damages to a
Muslim who claims he was harassed for years by
his supervisors at Loma Linda University Medical
Center and ultimately fired because of his Islamic
beliefs, his lawyer said Wednesday.

The award to Hugo Lizzaraga, 44, who worked 20
years as a warehouse employee at the hospital,
capped a six-week-long trial in San Bernardino
Superior Court and five days of deliberation. The
verdict was announced Monday.

“We are happy this hard-working jury resolved this
injustice in his favor,” said Lizarraga’s attorney,
Todd Harrison “He was courageous for many
years and stood up to Loma Linda, which is the
largest employer in San Bernardino County. This is
truly a David-versus-Goliath story.”

A man who says he was fired from his job at Loma Linda
University Medical Center because he is Muslim has been
awarded $3.2 in damages stemming from a civil suit. (File
Photo/The Press-Enterprise / SCNG
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Loma Linda disagrees with the jury’s verdict, said
hospital spokeswoman Kelsey Tyree Culler.

“LLU Medical Center did not discharge the
employee because of his religious beliefs, but
because of his reported threatening conduct,” she
said. “LLU Medical Center complies with and
honors federal and state law regarding
discrimination and harassment and does not
tolerate it in the workplace.”

It was unclear whether the hospital plans to appeal
the jury verdict.

For more than six years, Lizarraga, who lives in
San Bernardino County, was subjected to religious
and disability discrimination by his supervisors,
Jerry Strode and Jose Gonzalez, as well as
employees in the medical center’s Human
Resources Department, according to the lawsuit
filed in September 2016.

Lizarraga worked at the hospital for more than a
decade without experiencing harassment, the suit
says.

However, in 2012 Lizarraga began to encounter
hostility from Strode and Gonzalez after he
converted to Islam, broke his thumb at work and
was placed on modified duty by his physician,
according to the suit.
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The complaint contends Strode and Gonzalez
harassed Lizarraga through 2015 because of his
Islamic beliefs, at times referring to him as a
terrorist and calling him other derogatory names,
and complained he was “too slow” due to his
medical condition..

“Mr Strode and/or Mr. Gonzalez often told the
plaintiff, ‘Why don’t you quit?’ or ‘You are going to
get fired anyway,’ ”  the lawsuit alleges.

After  Lizarraga’s work restrictions were lifted,
Strode and Gonzalez increased his workload and
assigned him tasks that should have been
undertaken by other workers, says the complaint.

“Despite this unreasonable and unfair workload,
plaintiff still completed it, ” according to the suit.
“Still, Mr. Strode and Mr. Gonzalez would unjustly
complain to the plaintiff that he was too slow and
continued to tell him he should quit.”

Lizarraga complained to LLU Medical Center’s
Human Resources Department about Strode
and Gonzalez’s behavior.

“In response, Human Resources ignored plaintiff’s
complaints,” says the suit. “Ultimately, Human
Resources told plaintiff that they had spoken with
Mr. Strode, that nothing would be done and that
plaintiff should just go back to work.”

Several employees confirmed the behavior of
Strode, who was fired from the hospital in March
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2015, two months before he was scheduled to
retire, Harrison said. Gonzalez continues to work
at the hospital, he added.

Neither man could be reached for comment.

In February 2016, Lizarraga was summoned to the
LLU Medical Center’s security office and told he
was being placed on suspension, but was not
given a reason. A San Bernadino County sheriff’s
deputy arrived at the office and asked if Lizarraga
had made terrorist threats against the hospital.

“Plaintiff unequivocally denied doing so,” says the
lawsuit.

The deputy ran Lizarraga’s driver’s license through
a database and determined he didn’t pose a threat
or have a criminal record.

Still, the hospital kept Lizarraga on administrative
leave, eventually notifying him he had been
accused of telling a co-worker what he would have
done differently in the Dec. 2, 2015, terrorist
shooting at San Bernardino’s Inland Regional
Center that killed 14 people and wounded 21
others.

Finally, Lizarraga was fired from his job in March
2016.

Hospital officials used the terrorist shooting as an
excuse to terminate Lizarraga because he was
viewed as a troublemaker, Harrison said.

“The hospital preyed on the fears about Muslims in
the shooting which occurred only a block from the
warehouse where Lizzagra worked, he said. “An
official testified at trial that Lizzagra’s religion was
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considered in deciding whether he should be fired.
And that sealed the deal with the jury.”
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Redlands City Manager N. Enrique Martinez during a city council
meeting on Wednesday, July 8, 2009. The city fired him on Nov. 6,
2018. (File photo, Stan Lim/The Press Enterprise)
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Former Redlands City Manager N. Enrique
Martinez, who was fired by the City Council on
Tuesday, Nov. 6, received 15 months of salary and
continuation of health benefits as severance pay,
along with a payment of his final wages and any
accrued leave.

But his exit from the city could have cost more.

The council had put Martinez on leave a month
ago following sexual harassment allegations by
former human resources director Amy Hagan, who
has threatened to sue the city. The council,
however, did not give a reason for Martinez’s
termination Tuesday.

Martinez did not return calls Tuesday or
Wednesday, but previously has denied any
wrongdoing.

The city paid more than $415,000 to Martinez,
according to Carl Baker, city spokesman. His
regular pay for 2017 was $282,859.06, according
to Transparent California.

The severance payment is in accordance with the
“termination without cause” portion of Martinez’s
employment agreement. If he were terminated for
a certain narrow set of causes, he would not be
entitled to the severance pay, according to the
agreement.

The “termination for cause” section defines several
causes that would have stripped Martinez’s
severance pay including being convicted of a
felony, abuse of drugs or alcohol that affects job
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performance, and failure to carry out his duties
without reasonable justification.

No cause was given in the letter that was hand
delivered to Martinez with his final checks on
Tuesday, and Baker said in an email “the reasons
for termination are confidential personnel
information.”

Added to Martinez’s contract in 2016, but which
the city refused to pay, is lifetime medical and
dental insurance for the former city manager and
his two eligible child dependents.

“The City has been informed by its special legal
counsel that the provision of your employment
agreement relating to ‘Lifetime Medical and Dental
Coverage’ is in violation of the California Public
Employees’ Pension Reform Act of 2013,” the
letter to Martinez reads. “Accordingly, any payment
of that benefit to you by the City would also be in
violation of the law.”

Mayor Paul Foster said he could not comment on
the council’s unanimous vote for Martinez’s
termination, calling it a “confidential personnel
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matter.”

When it comes to hiring a new city manager,
Foster said the council is going to take its time.

“We
want to
find

someone who is the right fit for the city of
Redlands,” Foster said. “In addition it’s my
intention that we be very transparent in the
process and involve members of the community,
members of the staff, and former City Council
members in a selection that will be the right
selection.”

On Oct. 16 the council had appointed Martinez’s
assistant, Janice McConnell, as his temporary
replacement.

“We have a very good senior executive team
here,” Foster said. “They’re very capable and we
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don’t need to be spending the taxpayers’ dollars
on another person just to babysit when we have
good people that can continue doing their job with
the guidance of our acting city manager and a
leadership group of members of the City Council
and the city attorney.”

Martinez was hired to lead the city in April 2007.
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Election 2018: John Valdivia poised to lead San Bernardino post-bankruptcy – San Bernardino Sun
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By BRIAN WHITEHEAD | bwhitehead@scng.com |

San Bernardino Sun
PUBLISHED: November 7, 2018 at 4:25 pm | UPDATED:
November 7, 2018 at 7:14 pm

Sixteen months after announcing his candidacy for
San Bernardino mayor, Councilman John Valdivia
appears to have been voted into the city’s top
elected position, according to unofficial election
results posted Wednesday, Nov. 7.

“I’m Team San Bernardino,” Valdivia said
Wednesday. “We’ve got to get our city back, back
from the hands of criminals and all the stuff we’ve
waded through for years. It’s time. There’s a new
era, and we’re excited.”
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With about 200,000
ballots left to be
counted countywide,
Valdivia, a two-term
city councilman
representing the 3rd
Ward, holds a narrow
lead over incumbent
Mayor Carey Davis.
Wednesday’s
unofficial results
posted by the San
Bernardino County
Registrar of Voters
showed Valdivia about 500 votes ahead of Davis.
About 21,000 people voted for mayor, a position
elected by the city at-large.

“I am really, really honored to serve people in my
hometown,” said Valdivia, who raised about
$500,000 during his campaign. “I’m grateful for a
good, good showing of support. We’re excited.
We’re moving forward, and I know the new council
is really excited.”

Newcomers Theodore Sanchez and Sandra Ibarra
also appear to have been elected to the San
Bernardino City Council; Sanchez, a community
leader and small business manager, took more
than 58 percent of the vote count so far in the 1st
Ward and Ibarra, an activist and city
commissioner, took nearly 64 percent in the 2nd.

Valdivia endorsed both candidates, saying
Wednesday the two share his vision for San
Bernardino’s future.

Councilman John Valdivia,
representing the Third Ward,
during a council meeting at the
temporary City Hall location in
downtown San Bernardino on
Wednesday, October 3, 2018.
(Photo by Jennifer Cappuccio
Maher, Inland Valley Daily
Bulletin/SCNG)
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headed for third term in 31st
Congressional District

Inland voters open door to — and agree
to tax — marijuana industry

40th Assembly District turns blue with
election of San Bernardino County
Supervisor James Ramos

RELATED ARTICLES

“We’ll be pushing really hard on being pro-growth,
pro-development, pro-safety and pro-business,”
Valdivia said. “Those things are important for our
community. … I think the new council is really
going to bring a fresh perspective to City Hall.”

Davis did not immediately respond to a request for
comment Wednesday.

Longtime 4th Ward incumbent Fred Shorett,
meanwhile, held a comfortable lead in his bid to
return to the City Council. Shorett was ahead with
53 percent of votes counted. Challenger Alex
Beltran on Wednesday had 47 percent.
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Fired Adelanto city clerk latest to allege
illegal conduct, retaliation by mayor and
‘clandestine assistant’

Thousands of Inland ballots remain to be
processed, counted

Valdivia, whose vacated 3rd Ward seat would be
filled via a special election if the current standings
hold in the mayoral contest, said, as mayor, he
plans to hear community members out on
particular issues and matters of concern. He also
wants to establish new council policies and be
actively engaged with stakeholders.

“The key is to deliver results to people in the
community,” Valdivia said. “That’s street sweeping,
street light repairs, tangible benefits.”

See the latest election results

A swearing-in ceremony could occur as early as
the first City Council meeting in December,
pending the registrar’s release of certified results,
Valdivia said.

“Every challenge in my life, I’ve overcome,” he
added. “I’ve overcome a lot of mountains and
hilltops, and every one of those, I’ve seen as an
opportunity. This is a great opportunity for our city.
We’re going to unite our community and make
sure we stop looking in the rear-view of political
rhetoric and battles of yesterday.

“We need to unite.”
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Councilmen Ed Scott and Joe Baca Jr. are
projected to return to the Rialto City Council,
unofficial election results posted Wednesday, Nov.
7, by the San Bernardino County Registrar of
Voters show.

Challenged by community health advocate Karla
Perez and businesswoman Ana Gonzalez, Scott
and Baca Jr. received 26 and 38 percent of votes
counted, respectively.

See the latest election results

While Baca Jr. will serve a third term as
councilman, Scott will serve his sixth.

Unlike several neighbors, Rialto, a city of about
104,000 people, is not split into districts. Thus,
Scott and Baca Jr. were elected to their seats by
the city at-large. Wednesday’s unofficial results
showed just north of 17,000 residents voted on
Election Day.

Mayor Deborah Robertson and Councilmen Rafael
Trujillo and Andy Carrizales are up for re-election
in 2020.

The vote is not yet final. According to the registrar,
there are at least 203,563 ballots yet to be counted
countywide, including vote-by-mail ballots received
on Election Day or later, damaged ballots,
provisional ballots and more.

The next ballot count update is scheduled for 4
p.m. Friday, Nov. 9.
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By ROBERT GUNDRAN | rgundran@scng.com |
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A Rancho Cucamonga man was arrested Tuesday
morning on suspicion of possessing child
pornography after a popular file-hosting service
alerted the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s
Department about suspected illicit images and
videos.

The Sheriff’s Department said Dropbox informed
the agency that Dedrick Logan, 22, uploaded

BREAKING NEWS  Live coverage of the Thousand Oaks mass shooting at the Borderline Bar
and Grill November 08, 2018, 6:32 am
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Temecula man arrested on suspicion of
lewd acts with children

Rancho Cucamonga man arrested on
suspicion of trying to meet a minor for sex

Murrieta man gets 6 years in prison for
traveling overseas to have sex with
underage teen

Apple Valley sex offender stopped from
assaulting girl on bus by driver,
passengers, deputies say

RELATED ARTICLES

suspected child pornographic images and videos.
The images and videos were uploaded from an IP
address in Rancho Cucamonga.

Officials said search warrants were served to
Dropbox and detectives identified Logan as a
suspect.

“Logan was interviewed and
arrested at his residence in the
8400 block of Hermosa Avenue
on suspicion of possession,
sharing and uploading child
pornography,” the department
said in a Wednesday
statement.

Anyone with additional
information can contact the
sheriff’s department at 909-
477-2800. Those who want to
remain anonymous can call We Tip at 1-800-782-
7463.

Dedrick Logan, a 22-
year-old Rancho
Cucamonga resident,
was arrested by
deputies on suspicion
of possessing,
sharing and
uploading child
pornography. (Photo
courtesy of the San
Bernardino County
Sheriff’s Department)
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Los Angeles County Sheriff's deputies from a anti-trafficking team search a vehicle on the 5 Freeway in July. A Times' analysis of the team's stops found Latino drivers are
stopped and searched far more often than other races. (Myung J. Chun / Los Angeles Times)

For years, black and Latino residents in the Antelope Valley complained they were the victims of racially
biased stops and searches along with other mistreatment by Los Angeles County sheriff's deputies.

The U.S. Department of Justice analyzed Sheriff's Department data from tens of thousands of vehicle and
pedestrian stops, interviewed hundreds of people and reviewed volumes of internal sheriff's documents
before concluding in a landmark case that deputies were engaged in a pattern of biased policing.
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The findings forced the county to reach a legal settlement with federal authorities in 2013 that called for
significant reforms and a team of monitors whose oversight continues today.

Now the Sheriff’s Department is facing new complaints of racial profiling in the neighboring Santa Clarita
Valley over the work of a small team of deputies who have pulled over thousands of innocent Latino
drivers on the 5 Freeway in a search for drug traffickers. And, as federal investigators did before, the
sheriff’s independent watchdog is looking into the deputies’ actions.
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Inspector General Max Huntsman said he is obtaining data from the Sheriff’s Department so his office can
examine the deputies’ stops and try to decipher whether they have been targeting Latinos.

L.A. County sheriff launches 2 reviews of unit that stopped thousands of innocent Latino drivers on 5

Freeway »

Racial profiling analyses have gained renewed attention in recent years amid the rise of the Black Lives
Matter movement and broader concerns over racial inequality in the criminal justice system.

In July, California began requiring large law enforcement agencies to collect detailed information on the
race, gender and other demographic details every time officers pull drivers over or otherwise detain them.
By 2022, all of the state’s police agencies will have to collect the data.

Huntsman’s investigation was launched after The Times analyzed Sheriff’s Department data from more
than 9,000 stops by the highway team and found that 69% of the drivers pulled over were Latino and that
two-thirds of Latino drivers had their vehicles searched for drugs or other contraband — both far higher
rates than for other races. The Times’ analysis also found that drugs or other contraband were discovered
in vehicles driven by Latinos at a rate that was not significantly higher than other races.

Sheriff’s officials have denied racial profiling and insist the deputies base their stops only on a person’s
driving and other impartial factors. Several racial profiling researchers reviewed the Times findings and
said they were a strong indication the deputies were targeting Latinos.
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Thomas A. Saenz, president and general counsel of the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational
Fund or MALDEF, echoed the experts’ conclusions, saying the statistics alone are “pretty strong prima
facie evidence of racial profiling.”

“The numbers are just too stark,” he said.

But racial profiling experts and civil rights lawyers said numbers alone often are not enough to reveal what
motivates law enforcement officers and answer whether bias, if it exists, is intentional. In lawsuits or
internal inquiries like the one Huntsman has launched, lawyers and investigators often look for additional
evidence to glean what officers were thinking.

“You have to build out a story with circumstantial evidence because nobody is going to say they were
targeting Latinos,” Saenz said.

Racial profiling cases have been built using comments officers made either to detained motorists or each
other, reports officers wrote, or department policies and the instructions supervisors gave officers.

In one of the nation’s most well-known racial profiling lawsuits, MALDEF and other civil rights groups
accused then-Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio of targeting Latinos in an effort to find immigrants
unauthorized to be in the U.S. To make their case, the attorneys used recordings of deputies discussing the
need to come up with legitimate reasons to pull over drivers they had already targeted.

“Let’s get our PC,” deputies were recorded saying, referring to probable cause, the legal grounds for
stopping drivers, according to Dan Pochoda, former legal director of the ACLU of Arizona, who
spearheaded the suit.

The deputies pulled Latino drivers over for speeding or other minor traffic violations but then delved into
their immigration status. This tactic of using traffic stops as a pretext for fishing for more serious crimes is
widely used by police and does not violate the 4th Amendment’s prohibition on improper search and
seizure.

However, if an officer is motivated by the race or ethnicity of drivers when deciding whom to stop, the
practice would violate guarantees of equal protection found in the 14th Amendment.

In the Maricopa County case, a federal judge ruled that Arpaio’s office was profiling and improperly
detaining Latinos and ordered significant reforms. The class-action case has cost taxpayers more than $70
million in legal fees and other costs, including paying for monitors assigned to ensure the profiling
stopped, Pochoda said.

http://articles.latimes.com/2013/may/24/nation/la-na-joe-arpaio-20130525
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Another federal judge later found Arpaio guilty of criminal contempt for flouting the court's orders to stop
racial profiling. Before Arpaio could be sentenced, President Trump pardoned him last year. By then, the
county's voters had rejected the sheriff's bid for reelection.

In New York City, civil rights groups challenging the Police Department’s “stop and frisk” policy in a
federal lawsuit hired an expert to analyze data on millions of police encounters. He concluded that the
policy disproportionately affected black and Latino men.

Darius Charney, an attorney at the New York-based Center for Constitutional Rights who was among those
suing the city, said he and others looked for evidence beyond the data to understand what orders police
officers had been given.

They collected testimony from more than 100 officers and presented the judge with a recording of a
precinct commander ordering an officer to focus his attention on young black men. They also dug up
comments a top official made in private to lawmakers in which he acknowledged the program targeted
minorities and tried to defend it as a smart strategy, Charney said.
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“You’re not going to find a document where they admit to everything,” Charney said. “It’s going to come
from talking to a lot of people – going up the chain of command, starting with the officer and then talking
to his or her supervisor and then his or her commander…That’s a lot of work.”

The judge concluded that the NYPD’s stop-and-frisk practice amounted to racial profiling. The city
eventually abandoned the policy.

The U.S. Department of Justice has conducted dozens of investigations resulting in court-enforced consent
decrees or settlement agreements requiring reforms of law enforcement departments. In cases involving
allegations of racial profiling, traffic stop data played a key role in the investigations, but additional
reviews of department documents and interviews were also significant.

The Trump administration has taken a decidedly different tack, choosing not to pursue such
investigations, lawyers said.

The investigation that Justice officials completed in the Antelope Valley offers something of a road map for
Huntsman as he looks into the new allegations against the Sheriff’s Department.

Federal investigators started with statistics when trying to make sense of allegations that deputies
assigned to the Palmdale and Lancaster stations were discriminating against African American residents,
particularly those living in low-income subsidized housing.

They conducted a complex analysis of nearly 49,000 traffic and pedestrian stops that took into account
factors such as the area’s crime rates and demographics. Their finding: Blacks, and to a lesser extent,
Latinos were considerably more likely than whites to be stopped and searched. The statistical review also
found minorities were not more likely to be found with weapons or other contraband.

Justice officials concluded the numbers showed the deputies’ actions had an undeniable “disparate
impact” on minorities that “provides circumstantial evidence of discriminatory intent.”

The investigation went beyond the numbers to examine more than 35,000 pages of department
documents, interviews with hundreds of people and several days on the ground observing deputies at
work. The digging uncovered issues that bolstered the statistical findings, such as a widespread failure by
deputies to adequately document their encounters with people and supervisors failing to catch the
problem.

As a result of the findings, the county Housing Authority agreed to pay $2 million and the Sheriff's
Department $700,000 to victims of discrimination. The Sheriff’s Department also paid a $25,000 fine and
agreed to cover the costs of deputy training, monitoring and data collection.

The team of monitors overseeing the settlement cost the county $870,000 annually on top of hundreds of
thousands of dollars more for training Antelope Valley deputies in bias-free policing.

Joseph Brann, a former police chief who serves on the monitoring team, said The Times’ recent analysis of
the highway team’s traffic stops on the 5 Freeway were of “great concern” but that he would need more
information if he were investigating whether deputies were racially profiling motorists.

Among a lengthy list of question he would have: How are the team’s deputies supervised? Does a separate

https://www.justice.gov/crt/case-document/file/934011/download
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department unit or outside entity analyze data from the team’s traffic stops? Are deputies targeting a
particular type of driver based on behavior or some other factor?

“It’s the organization’s responsibility to ensure this doesn’t occur at either an individual level or as a
consequence of poorly thought out organizational policies or practices,” he said.

Maura Dolan

CONTACT      

Maura Dolan is the California-based legal affairs writer for the Los Angeles Times. She covers the California Supreme Court and the U.S. 9th Circuit Court of

Appeals. A California native, she graduated from UC Berkeley and has worked in Washington and Los Angeles for The Times. She is now based in San

Francisco.

Joel Rubin

CONTACT      

Joel Rubin covers federal courts and agencies. A native of Maine, he moved to Los Angeles in 2003 to join the Los Angeles Times. Prior to his current

assignment, Rubin spent several years writing about the Los Angeles Police Department. He also covered the region’s public schools and spent a memorable few

months in 2003 following wildfires as they burned Southern California.

COMMENTS (10)

Essential California Newsletter
Monday - Saturday

A roundup of the stories shaping California.

 

http://www.latimes.com/la-bio-maura-dolan-staff.html
https://twitter.com/@mauradolan
https://www.facebook.com/latimes/
mailto:maura.dolan@latimes.com?subject=Claims%20of%20racial%20profiling%20on%205%20Freeway%20echo%20findings%20against%20sheriff%27s%20deputies%20in%20Antelope%20Valley&body=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Flocal%2Flanow%2Fla-me-sheriff-racial-profiling-investigation-20181107-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/la-bio-joel-rubin-staff.html
https://twitter.com/@joelrubin
https://www.facebook.com/latimes/
mailto:joel.rubin@latimes.com?subject=Claims%20of%20racial%20profiling%20on%205%20Freeway%20echo%20findings%20against%20sheriff%27s%20deputies%20in%20Antelope%20Valley&body=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Flocal%2Flanow%2Fla-me-sheriff-racial-profiling-investigation-20181107-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/la-bio-maura-dolan-staff.html
http://www.latimes.com/la-bio-joel-rubin-staff.html


How I learned to love homeless housing in my neighborhood

http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-deuel-welcoming-venice-bridge-housing-20181108-story.html[11/8/2018 8:36:47 AM]

OP-ED

OP-ED

OPINION

How I learned to love homeless housing in my
neighborhood

By NATHAN DEUEL

NOV 08, 2018 |  3:05 AM

    

ADVERTISEMENT

  TOPICS

  SEARCH

SPONSOR A STUDENT
GIVE DIGITAL ACCESS



http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/#nt=taxonomy-article
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/#nt=taxonomy-article
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/#nt=taxonomy-article
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/#nt=taxonomy-article
mailto:?subject=How%20I%20learned%20to%20love%20homeless%20housing%20in%20my%20neighborhood&body=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.latimes.com%2Fopinion%2Fop-ed%2Fla-oe-deuel-welcoming-venice-bridge-housing-20181108-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/#nt=mastheadnavbar


How I learned to love homeless housing in my neighborhood

http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-deuel-welcoming-venice-bridge-housing-20181108-story.html[11/8/2018 8:36:47 AM]

A former bus yard on Sunset Ave. is one of five public properties that could be used as sites for temporary housing for the homeless in Venice, Calif. on May 17. (Brian van
der Brug / Los Angeles Times)

I live on Sunset Avenue in Venice, right across the street from three of the most contested empty acres in
the city. You might have read about it: A couple of weeks ago at a town hall meeting, dozens of angry
Venetians shouted down Mayor Eric Garcetti and Councilman Mike Bonin. Some in my neighborhood
really don’t want the city to build transitional housing for the homeless on those 3 acres. I get their
reasons, but I can’t join them. My daughter won’t let me.

Five years ago, I couldn’t believe our luck when my wife said she’d found us a tiny but adorable house in



How I learned to love homeless housing in my neighborhood

http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-deuel-welcoming-venice-bridge-housing-20181108-story.html[11/8/2018 8:36:47 AM]

Venice. Annoyingly, I’d bring up where we lived within seconds of meeting someone. During down time,
I’d pull up Google maps, astonished to see our tiny bit of property, so close to the historic boardwalk and
Abbot Kinney and Muscle Beach and all the rest.

Less thrilling, however, was the bus depot across the street. As they had for 50 years, hundreds of city
buses noisily parked there every night, and every morning, those same buses noisily left again. When
friends came over at night for dinner, squinting in the glare of the hundreds of watts of high-powered
lights shining on the hundreds of buses across the street, I know a few of them felt sorry for us. We
struggled to sleep amid the sound of engines revving and reverse signals shrieking. It was, to be clear,
pretty awful.

Empathy is something you want your kids to know about, but
allowing empathy to put up a homeless shelter across the street?

Share quote & link   

But I was determined to make the best of it. It was an honor to have the depot across the street, I told our
6-year-old daughter. It was noisy and an eyesore, but it offered us a good way to think about what was
required to make a city work. I even believed my story, at least during the day. Cars were awful! Buses
were great! And they had to park somewhere.

Then something crazy happened: I woke up one morning to an eerie calm. My daughter and I looked
outside and the buses was gone

I allowed myself to get excited, to be relieved: The lot was quiet. I heard rumors about a $50-million price
tag. I pictured a shiny new Google campus going in, or a mixed-use block with a cool shop or restaurant I
would find essential.

My daughter, however, was glum. The absence of those buses wasn’t all that exciting for her. Where did
they park now? she wanted to know. What about that story I had told her? I mentioned other lots, other
parts of the city. It didn’t help much. It took me a minute to understand: She had gotten used to the idea of
us having a role in city life, the one I had repeated so often and then forgotten when I could.

After a few weeks, she came around with her own mixed-use idea. A library, an ice cream shop and a
swimming pool. But years would go by and the bus depot did not become a library-ice-cream-pool — or
anything else. The lot stayed empty, while our neighborhood changed. A homeless encampment on Third
Street and Sunset grew rowdy and then mostly disappeared, in part replaced by planters that made
sidewalk living impossible. A tent city that took up the grassy median between the boardwalk and bike
path got more populated, and then spread to the beach. Trash piled up, residents got outraged. It wasn’t
unusual to hear someone without a place to sleep screaming late into the night. Human feces piled up
along a nearby curb. Someone stole our bike pump. Then my daughter’s bike helmet.

What story about city life could I tell her now? She was upset that her helmet was gone, but she also
wondered aloud if maybe someone needed it more than she did. My heart hardened, but not always. I tried
to keep fruit in the car so that, at stoplights, we could hand out a banana or apple. When a woman put up a
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tent on the sidewalk in front of our stairs, I filled all her water bottles with ice and water.

Enter the Fray: First takes on the news of the minute from L.A. Times Opinion »

And then I found out what was planned for the bus depot, an outpost of the city’s attempt to deal with the
homeless. My gut tightened. I thought about our front gate, the height of our bushes and the strength of
our locks. I imagined all kinds of things I couldn’t protect us from. I thought, Why us?

I didn’t say anything to our daughter at first. Empathy is something you want your kids to know about, but
allowing empathy to put up a homeless shelter across the street? I had to be convinced. The plan, I finally
pieced together, called for a couple hundred beds in a temporary compound, designed for stays of a few
months at a time, with social areas, exercise equipment and, most importantly, access to a network of
social services.

Sometimes I can make the most sense of the world when I talk with my now 9-year-old daughter. When I
finally told her about the “bridge housing” going in across the street, a big smile spread across her face.
She wasn’t thinking about how strong the locks were on the front door, or her bike helmet. Her first
reaction wasn’t fear or selfishness. She understood instantly how special it was that the bus depot would
become a place for people to live who needed just that.

Cities require compromises, human tolerance. Pending a few more hurdles, we’ll have a couple hundred
new neighbors, and I’ll be telling anyone who will listen what an honor it is to be live across the street from
A Bridge Home on Sunset Avenue in Venice. Without my daughter, I might not have come to the same
conclusion.

Nathan Deuel is the author of “Friday Was the Bomb: Five Years in the Middle East.”
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L.A. County will pay $3.9 million to
settle jail sexual assault claims

An inmate enters her cell at Century Regional Detention Facility in Lynwood, where three female inmates alleged that a
deputy sexually assaulted them last year. (Christina House / Los Angeles Times)
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By Matt Stiles • Contact Reporter

NOVEMBER 7, 2018, 1:40 PM

he Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors on Wednesday agreed to pay $3.9
million to settle federal civil rights claims against the Sheriff’s Department and
a deputy accused in a sexual assault involving female jail inmates.

The board’s action ends one lawsuit, and another potential claim, brought by three
women alleging sexual assault by Deputy Giancarlo Scotti last year at the Century
Regional Detention Facility in Lynwood.

The plaintiffs also alleged that they faced retaliation inside the jail after raising the
alleged incidents with Sheriff’s Department investigators, and that they were put at risk
because the facility didn’t comply with federal standards related to sexual harassment
and abuse of inmates.

An attorney representing two of the women receiving the settlements, which the board
approved unanimously without comment, praised them as a first step toward improving
jail conditions for current and future inmates.

“Today’s approval by the board finalizing the settlement is really an acknowledgement of
the institutional failure that this case represents,” said Justin Sterling, who represents
other plaintiffs who name Scotti in a separate pending federal lawsuit. “We really believe
that this was preventable.”
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Scotti, 32, is charged with eight counts of sexual activity with a detainee in a correctional
facility, a felony, from March to September 2017.

Scotti, who remains on unpaid leave from the department, was released from custody
pending trial and is scheduled for a preliminary hearing Nov. 16, according to the
Sheriff’s Department and the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s office.

Spokesmen for both law enforcement agencies — and the county government – declined
Wednesday to comment further on the case.

At least six women have been plaintiffs in lawsuits against Scotti and the department,
and two are still pending in federal court, according to federal court records.

Attorneys representing the deputy in the criminal cases, Gilbert Nishimura and Janet
Keuper, couldn’t immediately be reached for comment.

In multiple incidents, according to lawsuits and the criminal complaint, Scotti is alleged
to have made sexually harassing statements and ordered female inmates to submit to
sexual acts with him in the jail.

In a previously unreported lawsuit, filed Nov. 3, another former inmate alleges that Scotti
exposed himself and groped her breast.

The allegations in that case are similar to those made by plaintiffs in the claims settled
Wednesday. In those instances, the women allege that Scotti forced them to engage in
oral and vaginal sex. They say they complied out of fear and were told afterward not to
complain, according to the suits.

The plaintiffs in the settlements and pending lawsuits are named in court records, but
The Times generally does not identify people who report being victims of sexual assault.

Inmates cannot legally consent to sexual intercourse with deputies under state and
federal law.

An independent report released in March found the Lynwood facility was out of
compliance with numerous mandates under the federal Prison Rape Elimination Act that
are designed to keep inmates safe and limit opportunities for abuse.

Auditors noted flaws in the jail's complaint process and said female inmates could be

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-lasd-prea-20180401-story.html
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seen showering.The department has said it has made improvements under the federal
anti-rape law, including fixes to the inmate complaint process.

The Sheriff Civilian Oversight Commission, an independent watchdog agency, has taken
up the jail rape guidelines as a major focus of its efforts to reform the agency.

Copyright © 2018, Los Angeles Times

This article is related to: Jails and Prisons, Sexual Misconduct, Crime, Sexual Assault, Law Enforcement, Los
Angeles County Board of Supervisors
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