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Abstract 

It’s the violent ideology the U. S. can no longer ignore. Hate and extremist views 

overwhelmingly reside in the male species of humans.  Then there are angry white male virgins 

known as "Incels" who are trolling the Internet forming social connections and are plotting 

violence against women and other minority groups? Disproportionately committed by men, gun 

violence as supported by data reveals that misogyny can be a precursor to other forms of 

extremism. Gun violence, and particularly mass-shootings have once again seized Americans of 

all political stripes as the hot-topic of the day. American’s fascination with gun ownership dates 

to the roots of independence from the British Crown and it’s why colonists insisted that 

protection to own and possess firearms be woven into the private citizens’ Constitutional rights. 

There are an estimated 330 million guns in America; almost one for each citizen representing 

approximately 42 % of the population. It makes America, per-capita, the largest privately-owned 

gun toting country in the world. Many surveyed claim to own four or more weapons – hardly 

necessary of self-defense. Yet, toxic masculinity has led to a crisis, real or perceived, in 

America’s schools; where school shootings are often linked to broken boys, (young adults), who 

frequently take a dark pathway toward revenge and power. Many of those act out on a blend of 

entrenched grievances, personal setbacks, depression, rage, and suicidal urges. In some cases, 

serious mental illnesses with a misogynist indoctrination. In the span of a week in the United 

States, mass-shooting events killed nine people in an upscale, downtown Oregon district of 

Dayton, Ohio with 27 injured. In Gilroy, California, a 19-year-old white male shooter killed 

three people and injured a dozen others at the communities’ Garlic festival. In the same 

weekend, at a Walmart super-store which anchored a shopping center, 22 people were killed and 

at least 25 injured. On Wednesday August 7, 2019, following the bloody weekend, President 

Trump visited Dayton, Ohio and El Paso, Texas. As if to be expected, the grief torn families, and 

friends of the victims took a back seat from publicly hurled insults voiced by Democrats and 

Republican politicians over white supremacy, racism, and other divisive rhetoric of the day. 

These newest events have eclipsed the 58 people slaughtered with an estimated 500 injured 

during country-western concert shooting rampage in the bloodiest mass-shooting episode of 

America’s history. 64-year-old, white-male Steven Paddock was on anti-depressants according to 

the release autopsy report from the local corner. His motivation remains in the dark shadows of 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2017/10/10/men-special-risk-guns-they-love/734961001/
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his final days on earth. Four months later, a school shooting in Parkland, Broward County, 

Florida, on St. Valentine’s Day, 2018 left 17 dead and scores injured by a 19-year-old former 

Parkland High School student. The shooter had been diagnosed with depression and treated with 

psychotropic SSRI’s. Cruz’s mental capacity and actions should have raised flags for potential 

trouble. Today, red-flag laws are popping up all over the country as America struggles with the 

endless, unabated, gun crisis. 

Keywords: Mass-shootings; Mass-murder, gun violence, misogyny and guns, diminish mental 

capacity and guns, school shootings in U. S. 

   

Introduction 

The chief problem with gun violence in America, and more specifically, with mass-

shootings and murder, is that the subject in very broad and complex which, may be approached 

from many different angles. Mass-shootings continue at a remarkable pace in the U. S. 

“According to data from the Gun Violence Archive, a total of 340 mass shooting 

incidents occurred in 2018 slightly down from 346 shooting in 2017, according to Courtland J. 

(2018, July 30). As of the shooting of this past weekend in Dayton and El Paso, the numbers in 

2019 stand at 255 according to the Gun Violence Archive data base.  

 New Orleans police reported that three people were shot and killed in a mass-murder 

incident on South Claiborne Avenue. Two suspects are at-large in what police are saying may be 

gang related. The episode on Saturday night, July 28th, left seven other injured victims. Whether 

gang related or not, people feel the pain of innocent family members that must bear the loss of 

wasted lives due to guns. Dr. Ashraf Esmail interviewed by Fox8News.com said that people are 

hurting and trying to grasp why the violence gets happening. 

According to Ashraf Esmail, Ph.D., noted criminologist and a member of the Department 

of Sociology, Dillard University, New Orleans, sees the “break down in societal values, and 

family. The breakup of the family I think is the massive problem”. Young people are growing up 

in very unstable homes, said Esmail” (Esmail, A., 30, July 2018). 

http://www.shootingtracker.com/
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Michael Gottfredson and Travis Hirschi, nationally recognized criminology professors 

put forth their second rendition of a crime control theory in 1990 that is direct toward a more 

directed self-control theory of criminal behavior. According to their general theory of crime, it is 

the means of obtaining immediate gratification. Thus, desires are linked to immediacy vs self-

control. This may be: “(1) an impulsive personality to (2) lack of self-control to (3) the withering 

of social bonds to (4) the opportunity to commit crime and delinquency to (5) deviant behavior” 

– (Siegel and McCormick, 2006: 286). According to Lyle, the sustaining of social bonds, 

particularly; the family, is one key for approaching solutions to deal with criminal behavior. 

If you want a data point that stands out, consider the fact that more people have died on 

America’s streets due to gun violence from 1968 to date than all the wars fought by America 

since the Revolutionary War, including Iraq and Afghanistan.  These tragic events have a 

correlation that politicians and the media want to avoid. That is, the mental capacity of those that 

are getting their hands-on firearms and pulling the trigger. Recent evidence points to those 

planning their one ups-men-ship events in advance are for some deep-seated and dark reality. 

SSDIs and anxiety treatment drugs are increasingly seen as a possible catalyst that may be 

pushing the assailants over the edge. Family violence and misogynist views contribute to the 

problem. 

 It’s hard to imagine that the framers of the U. S. Constitution that ratified the Second 

Amendment in 1789 would have envisioned a cultural mix of ethnic groups in America, let alone 

of the population growth following the Manifest Destiny. In some cases this has put people 

living on top of each other. According to Lyle, that theory is best explained by Clifford Shaw 

and Henry McKay, as together they developed Social Disorganization. A theory that proposes 

that crime rates are linked to ecological characteristics. Inhabitants of a neighborhood are 

directly related to the chance of an individual(s) becoming involved in criminal behavior based 

upon location GradesFixer. (2018, October 26). Similarly, over-crowed schools forces less focus 

on student needs leading to less social bonding through extracurricular activities. 

Students who survived Parkland have become very vocal coalescing a rallying group 

advancing the cause that it is time for politicians to do more than talk tough on gun legislation 
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and do something. The “Never-Again” activists want increased school security, increase mental 

illness funding and stronger gun controls. The latter two might certainly help reduce suicides if 

we can put a wedge between those who are being treated for depression and other forms of 

mental illness who have guns or can obtain them with little difficulty. Finally, purposely left out 

of the discussion are other competing and likely compelling gun violence contributors; such as 

the erosion of family unity, violent media, movies, games, etc. pumped daily into our lives. 

When the youth is desensitized against violence as the military tactics used to teach killing, it’s 

no wonder why the U. S. has reaped the results of a sick society. Dayton, Ohio exemplifies. 

Statements acquired form authorities and the media reports, obtained from those that 

knew the alleged gunmen, all three mass-killers in Dayton, Ohio; El Paso, Texan; and Gilroy, 

California had espoused hatred for women or embrace other forms of extremism, such as white 

supremacy, connected to a disdain for them. According to Dr. Perry Lyle, PhD, it’s a no brainer 

that leaders need to show a unity to solve the divisive divide in America and approach the threat 

to America’s National Security as domestic terrorism; because, that’s what is happening. 

"Leaders should be condemning all of these toxic ideologies that are part of an inter-

connected belief system that leads to these tragedies," said Keegan Hankes, a senior 

research analyst at the Southern Poverty Law Center, which tracks hate groups. "A lot of 

people trade in anti-feminist rhetoric ... before they ultimately go on to something like 

white nationalism or other white supremacist ideologies. It's frequently a gateway” 

Hankes, Keegan cited by Keith BieryGolick K., Saker, A., Grasha, K., and Berry, R 

(2019 August 6). 

Connor Betts, a white-male who himself was killed in the melee shooting in Dayton by 

police early Sunday morning, was suspended from high school in Dayton, years ago, for 

compiling and possessing a ‘hit list’ and a ‘rape list of girls he wanted to sexually assault. The 

information came from classmates of Connor Betts, 24, the cowardly gunman, according to the 

A.P. Behavioral scientists have long ago confirmed through numerous studies that sexual 

assaults by rapists is driven by power and control which most often prevails over any other 

sexual gratification. Therefore, one may postulate that the female gender in and of itself, does not 

have to be the target. 
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According to Dastagir, A. (2018, March1) a Pew poll conducted on a national level 

revealed that the Republicans view gun ownership right as essential to their freedom – even 

those who did not own guns whereas Democratic views measured at 43 %. Gun rights and the 

Second Amendment is perhaps a more fundamental issue to Americans, especially men, than 

Roe v. Wade, Supreme Court decision in 1973. Both are strongly held to be guarded protections 

for American liberty and personal freedoms. 

Definitions 

Mass-shooting – Congressional Research Report: It defines a mass shooting as "a multiple 

homicide incident in which four or more victims are murdered, (excluding the shooter) with 

firearms, within one event, and in one or more locations in close proximity." The report has been 

frequently cited by some criminologists and gun rights advocates. (CRR, 2013, January 13). 

Some other reporting sites define a mass-shooting as one death and four injured. Until the 

government makes a definitive declaration, statistical reporting may be skewed. 

Misogyny - Cornell philosophy professor Kate Manne has answers. She argues that misogyny 

is not about male hostility or hatred toward women — instead, it’s about controlling and 

punishing women who challenge male dominance. Misogyny rewards women who reinforce the 

status quo and punishes those who don’t cited by Illing, S (2018, February 7). 

Literature Review 

Mass-Shooting Murder Cases Examined 

St. Valentine’s Day Massacre at Parkland, (Broward County) Florida, on February 14, 

2018 -  The reports claim 17 people dead and numerous others were wounded in this latest mass-

murder, on Saint Valentine's Day, school schooling. The incident occurred just south of Boca 

Raton, Florida at the Stoneman Douglas High School. The lives taken were both students and 

teachers. It is just one of 270 school shooting incidents recorded in the United States since 2013 

and 18th to date. The suspect in custody being held by the Broward County Sheriff’s Office 

reporting that the suspect was a former student, Nikolas Cruz, 19, previously expelled for 

disciplinary problems. Nikolas Cruz reportedly came from a broken home. 
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  Both parents had died at different periods of his life leaving him in the care of foster 

parents. He had been treated for mental illness and had associated himself with a white extremist 

group espousing racial hate toward Blacks and Muslims. His foster care takers were aware of his 

depression and mental history but claimed he followed their house rules to ‘a-T’ including 

keeping his rife in a locked cabinet, to which, he had a key. They did not know about the dark 

side of his life. His actions and his social media footprint had sent up number red flags of 

brewing discord and psychological trouble. Nothing was done by Federal, State, and local 

agencies to address his obvious mental illness and potency toward violence.  

 During the actual shooting pandemonium, he was able to escape the scene of the carnage 

along with other students fleeing for their lives. Cruz knew the school inside and out and had 

pulled a fire-alarm to insight chaos to enlarge his killing zone. Pulling the fire alarm also 

deactivated the school’s perimeter locking mechanism. Copycats have gained that piece of 

information for their toolbox in the future planning of their attacks. 

 Cruz used an AR-15 semiautomatic, .223 caliber assault-rifle. Reports confirmed that he 

was equipped with multiple magazines along with smoke grenades and a gasmask. Gun 

enthusiasts along with NRA support have labeled and marketed the .223 round as deer and small 

game hunting ammunition. Yet the military uses the cartilage in war fighting because at 500 

yards it has the capacity to penetrate a .135" steel plate. The rife itself is light, easy to break 

down for carrying around (or concealment), highly accurate with little practice, and the power 

will penetrate doors, backpacks, and some bullet proof personal protection. It is the same caliber 

used by Adam Lanza in the Sandy Hook killings. Gun advocates touting this as a useful hunting 

weapon are in denial, according to Lyle. 

  According to an unidentified student who knew the subject, described Cruz as a 

“psycho” and a known knife and gun enthusiast who had participated in Junior ROTC. Analysis 

for the BCSO working with ATF have already found some disturbing content on several social 

media outlets the gunman participated in. Those that know him, stated that he has abused 

animals and enjoyed shooting small animals with his pellet rifle. He faces 17 counts of averaged 

murder and thus far, the State Attorney is seeking the death penalty while Cruz defense team 

wants to plea him guilty in exchange to avoid the death sentence. 
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 The shooting occurred just before 3:00 p.m. (EST) and sent kids, faculty and other school 

personnel fleeing out of the campus in a state of chaos and panic. There are approximately 3,100 

students that attend the Stoneman Douglas High School in the small Parkland community of just 

31,000 residents. Ironically, in 2016, Parkland was given the honor of one of Florida’s safest 

cities. Grinburg, E. & Levenson, E. (2018, February 14). 

The Broward Sheriff’s internal review and investigations by the independent Florida 

Department of Law Enforcement, show a negative impact of reports regarding the handling of 

the events; such as: Deputy Scott Peterson, the assigned School Recourse Officer. He resigned 

under a cloud of his cowardly inaction for - staying outside of the buildings while the active 

shooting was occurring. Facing dismissal by Sheriff Israel, Peterson elected early retirement. He 

had been at the school in Parkland for a number of years. According to The Florida Department 

of Law Enforcement’s final report to the public, Deputy Scott Peterson failed to properly 

respond and his actions failure to act, cost precious time and lives.  After years of taking tax-

payer monies, when needed most; he was not available. The report was critical of the Sheriff’s 

Department and command. 

On June 4, 2019, Deputy Scott Peterson was arrested and charged with seven counts of 

neglect of a child, three counts of culpable negligence and one count of perjury, according to a 

news release on this date by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement and local State 

Attorney’s office. LEO’s are granted qualified immunity and not absolute immunity according to 

Lyle when it comes to civil matters. He suggests that public servants facing criminal actions are 

no different than the general public. Peterson who had been resigned went into seclusion 

following the massacre. He filed for his retirement through the State of Florida. Hopefully, a 

chilling message will be sent to all public servants that you cannot engage in total and absolute 

failure on your job and expect no consequences. The cost to litigate these charges will no doubt 

erode into his retirement funds (Wise, J., 2019, June 4). The ‘active shooting protocol came from 

Columbine. 

The Immediate Action Rapid Deployment tactic was developed and implemented 

following the Columbine mascara on April 20, 1999. Twelve grade senior high students, Harris 
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and Klebold, murdered 12 fellow students and a teacher on that faithful day. The slow law 

enforcement response was the impetus for the new policy development know today as simply; 

‘Active Shooter’.  

Additionally, several other responding deputies are under scrutiny for their untimely 

handling of response protocols. The Sheriff’s Department, Department of Family Services and 

the FBI have been criticized for the lack of follow-up on the troubling mentally deranged 

indicators that Cruz had displayed on social media and to other students. There were red flags 

that had no follow-up 

. 

On March 20, 2018, Deputy Moises Carotti, working at the very site of the February 

shooting was found sleeping on duty by his shift sergeant. He was found sleeping in his assigned 

patrol car and had to be awaken by the tapping on the window of the vehicle according to reports 

filed by Hayes, C. of USA Today, (2018, March 20). Florida Senator Marco Rubio said, “of all 

the schools in America you would think this would be the safest one right now.” “This is so 

outrageous it’s almost impossible to believe.” 

 

It drives the point that; you can harden the schools and spend millions if not billions 

nationally on arming teachers, funnel increased dollars into mental health programs and still 

come away with lackluster responses by incompetence and or compliancy in public servants. 

 These incidents produce outraged by the American public. However, mass shootings 

have little effect on public opinions about gun ownership thus far, according to recent polling 

conducted by Pew Research. “That helps explain why Americans’ support for the right to own 

guns appears to be rising over the past 20 years even as more of these mass shootings make it to 

the news.” Lopez, G. (2018, February 14). Within one week of the 9th largest mass-school 

shooting event in U. S. history, the media was in a frenzy drawing up lines of political heated 

debate on the tragedy while parents and love ones are tending to the funerals of their beloved. 

The students of Parkland are gathering wide-support for a planned march on Washington D.C. in 

outrage over the lack of ‘nothingness’ from politicians on mass-shooting legislation. Polarization 

against guns may shift with younger adults in the future. 
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Benton, Kentucky, on January 23, 2018 -Less than four months following the nation’s largest 

mass-murder shooting, our country experienced another senseless tragedy. This time, in a small 

rural, tightly net community just northwest of Nashville, TN. Two teenage students from 

Marshall County High School were shot and killed by a fellow student. It occurred in the 

school’s common area at approximately 9:00 a.m. Baily Holt and Preston Cope, both students 

and 15 years-of-age were killed. Bailey died at the scene and Cope, at nearby Vanderbilt 

University Hospital in Nashville.  

 There were 16 other shooting victims, all ranging in ages between 14 -16. The injured 

required medical attention of varying degrees. Their health status is not being immediately 

reported, although four were believed to be in critical condition. The shooter, also 15, has not yet 

been identified by authorities due to his juvenile status. His identity may be released once he is 

indicted as an adult for murder. He used a handgun, but, other weapon characteristics are 

unknown. For some, past sadness returned. 

 According to the families, and friends of many in the community, those involved in this 

appalling shooting brought back the memories of another mass-shooting tragedy. That incident 

occurred in West Paducah, Kentucky in 1997.It took the lives of three students. The motivation 

for the current shooting remains unclear as reported by Yan, H., Stapleton, A., and Murphy, P., 

(2018, January 24). 

Las Vegas, Nevada, on October 1, 2017 - Details remain sketchy for the final evaluation of the 

“why” for the rampage and mass carnage that took the lives of so many innocent people enjoying 

the Route 91 Harvest Country Music Festival. There is no known linkage to a lone-wolf, ISIS, or 

other terrorist organization associated with this mass-murder. According to Gorman, S. (2018, 

February 11) reporting for Reuters News, a recent autopsy report from the Clark County 

Coroner’s office reports that anxiety medication was found in the 64-year-old body of Paddock. 

That is another linkage that reveals that mass-murder assailants are likely medicated with SSDIs 

or some other form of anxiety medication. That coupled with behavioral problems and other 

forms of psychosis is a recipe for disaster. 

 Stephen Paddock, a white male 64 years-of-age has been confirmed as the shooter who 

managed to take a room on the 32nd floor of the Mandalay Bay Hotel which oversees the 

https://www.cnn.com/profiles/holly-yan
https://www.cnn.com/profiles/anneclaire-stapleton
https://www.cnn.com/profiles/paul-p-murphy
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festival’s venue. From this vantage point, armed with an arsenal of 23 weapons, paddock was 

able to rain down a rapid hail of bullets striking and killing 58 persons (at last count), leaving 

scores of other innocents in a maze of suffering. Paddock took his own life by committing 

suicide with one of the weapons. Those who knew and worked with him are left the task of 

assisting authorities in assembling a profile along with his motivations. So far, investigators, 

have no tangible evidence to illuminate motive. 

 Contriving the sinister killings, the deranged Paddock had to make numerous trips to and 

from his hotel room to a stash of numerous weapons with thousands of rounds of ammunition. At 

least two of the semi-automatic assault- style weapons had been retrofitted with ‘bumper stocks. 

These allowed the conversion from semi-auto and (legal) guns to fully automatic operational fire.  

Fully automatic, machine gun style weapons are illegal to own without a special permit 

according to ATF cited by Balsamo, S. (2017, October 3). 

 On February 3, 2018, Hanna, J., Almasy, S., and Karimi, reporting for CNN, filed a news 

story naming Douglas Haig, of Masa, Arizona as a person of interest by the FBI. Later, the 

Bureau has arrested Haig, a 55-year-old white male with federal violations for the illegal sale and 

possession of illegal ammunition, to wit: armor-piercing and incendiary capsule .308- (7.62) 

cartridges for which he did not have a license to manufacture or sell. Haig’s occupation, if any, is 

unknown currently. 

 According to the report, Haig is fully cooperating with authorities in the investigation. He 

claims that Paddock approached an associate of his at a gun show in Las Vegas and had gotten 

his business card. He met Paddock at a subsequent Phoenix show where he, Haig was selling 

ammunition. Because he did not have a quantity of tracer ammo that Paddock wanted, he 

arranged for the sale at his home in Mesa. Over 600 rounds of 7.62 NATO, M62, tracer 

ammunition manufactured by the Lake City Army Ammunition Plant in Missouri was sold and 

delivered to Paddock. When asked about learning of Paddock’s crime, Haig said he had 

revulsion and was sickened over the connection. 

 Haig said that Paddock claimed that he was going to be doing some night shooting for 

some friends in the dessert so red flags were not raised to Haig. Tracer or incendiary capsule 

ammunition is effective for soldiers in combat as it allows them to see an illuminated trace that 
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can allow them to have a more precise idea if the bullets are finding their way to the intended 

targets (Hanna, J., Almasy, S., and Karimi, 2018, February 3). Finally, authorities had reported 

early on when the story broke that they believed that Paddock had fired some type of incendiary 

ammunition at a 43,000-gallon fuel tank at a nearby McCarran International Airport, but the 

bullets failed to pierce the tanks. 

 So far, the man who engineered the deadliest mass shooting in American history did not 

send up any red flags according to those who knew him. In fact, media outlets coming over his 

past have found the once millionaire real estate investor to be somewhat of an enigma which, 

will provide little comfort to survivors searching for answers why their loved ones died in a 

senseless act of violence. Thus far, Paddock appears to have no social media footprint to 

examine. One thing is known is that Paddock was reportedly taking psychotropic drugs. As 

mentioned, those are increasing linked to unexplained extreme aggressive behaviors by scientists 

in mass-murder shootings and other forms of violence. 

 Investigators will not know for some time, if ever, why Stephen Paddock committed this 

heinous act of mass-murder. It has not been revealed, if known by authorities, how Steven 

Paddock got his hands on so many powerful weapons and ammunition. While doing so, agents 

search for answers and weave through the predictable, polarizing responses for the causes, which 

is the gun availability itself; period. Those closest to the man say that he was once a wealthy 

millionaire but had in recent times, fallen to insolvency. First responders risked their lives too. 

  

Police and first responders are being addressed as heroes as they ran toward the scene 

with daring lack of concern for their safety for their own lives. Many people immediately gave 

up their vehicles to others without question to help transport victims out and away from the scene 

to trauma centers and other health care facilities. Good always trumps evil in these tragedies! 

Into the New Year, the Las Vegas is still obscured and clouded in ambiguity and sadness. 

 

 On August 3, 2018, approximately 10 months follow the Las Vegas massacre, Sheriff Joe 

Lombardo held a news conference releasing the final 187-page report of his department’s 

investigation without answering the one key question, “why”. What was the motivation behind 
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Steven Paddock’s desire to commit such a heinous crime? Interviews with Paddock’s girlfriend, 

brother and those that knew him all fell short of offering the rationale behind the mass-murder 

except that he fell into a dark place due to his degradation of his mental capacity. Health expects 

who microscopically examined Paddock’s brain reported that his brain was normal and did not 

reveal any lesions, tumors, or other physical abnormalities. In short, no physical brain diseases 

where observed. Paddock’s mother could offer no explanation why her son would do such a 

thing (CNN-Wire, 2018, August 3).  

 Investigators interviewed numerous witnesses, acquaintances or the killer, family 

members and combed through thousands of hours of digital media, reviewed bank records, 

Paddock’s computer hard drive, and his cell telephone. Despite reports of witness hearing shots 

fired at multiple locations, all evidence including samples of DNA collected concluded that 

Paddock acted alone, and the shots fired came from the direction where Paddock had positioned 

himself. Narcissism is a mental disorder as found in (DSM -5) the handbook used by health care 

professionals in the United States and much of the world as the authoritative guide to 

the diagnosis of mental disorders. 

 Eric Paddock said that his brother was an “a narcissist”, who only cared about what 

people could do for him. He apparently had no close friends that he shares intimacy with, not 

even family members. Paddock in months leading up to the killings had amassed an arsenal of 

weapons and related ammo and gear totally over $95,000.00 without raising any red flags. 

Paddock had was being treated for a bi-polar condition but not taking anti-depressants. However, 

doctors did find anxiety medication in his system during the autopsy (CNN-Wire, 2018, August 

3). 

Revisiting Sandy Hook, Newtown, CT., December 14, 2012 - Adam Lanza shot and killed his 

mom, Nancy, early that morning before heading out to the elementary school in Newtown. There 

he would gun down 20 young children and six adults before taking his own life that fateful day. 

The weapons were lawfully owned by his mother and were unsecured in her home. Lanza used a 

Bushmaster Model XM15-E2S rifle during the shooting spree.  Bushmaster Model XM15-E2S 

rifle, semiautomatic .223-caliber rifle made by Bushmaster is a popular assault-style weapon. He 

had two other handguns. Police located an Izhmash Saiga-12, a 12-gauge semi-automatic 
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shotgun in his car. The cache of weapons revealed that the attack had a planning element to it 

according to authorities. 

 While the school of 700 pupils had a security system that had been newly installed, it was 

easily breached by the 20-year-old assailant by shooting trough the entrance then proceeding to 

the common area. His first victims according to reconstruction actives included Principal Dawn 

Hochsprung and school psychologist Mary Sherlach. Vice Principal Natalie Hammond who have 

followed to see what was going on from the commotion was shot, but survived. President 

ordered flags flown at half-mast at 3:10 on the day of the shooting and addressed the Nation 

urging everyone to come together on this dreadful tragedy. The Superintendent of Schools 

ordered the school closed until January. Finally, in 2013, police had released their final report 

revealing a very dark side of the mass-murder’s plan to produce the country’s largest mass-

casualty shooting in history examining a list of 500 of the world's most notorious mass 

murderers. 

 According to an investigation into the massacre of the elementary-school children, the 

killer, Adam Lanza was taking a widely prescribed selective serotonin reuptake inhibitor (SSRI) 

commonly referred to as a psychotropic antidepressant. The Harvard trained, British psychiatrist, 

Dr. Jerome R. Corsi is the founder of RxISK.org, an independently owned website used in 

connection with his research and reporting on prescription drugs. The doctor states that Lanza 

was under the medication used to treat “a neurological-development disorder, possibly 

Asperger’s.” His assentation is that for the past decade, there is a linkage that demonstrated that 

90 percent of school shootings are associated with the use of these SSRIs. Other independent 

research conducted comes to the same conclusion as Dr. Corsi. There are others that remain less 

convenience. It appears that there is widespread acknowledgement that aggression is a possible 

side-effect, even reported by the pharmaceutical manufactures Corsi, J. (2012, December 12). 

 After this shooting and the nation’s anger and inability to cope with 20 children being 

slaughtered in a merciless shooting spree, America started to pay more attention to mass-

shootings. It was voted the number one news story for 2012 by AP. After each mass shooting - 

gun sales have skyrocketed. Due largely out of fear, and the belief that owning a gun, or a more 

powerful one will protect the buyer. Some gun rights activists fear that gun ownership will be 
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more regulated and such talk spreads panic buying. It why President Obama was dubbed the best 

gun salesman in America based upon his anti-gun legislation speeches after each tragedy. 

Data Analysis 

 Victims and families of Pulse, Sandy Hook, and the victims of other homicidal shooters 

are already shaming congressional leadership for not taking pro-active steps to top mass murders 

in America. Rest assured those of the NRA and other pro-gun organizations will be prepared to 

underscore their arguments that guns don’t commit crimes, ‘people do.' They will also argue that 

guns, like vehicles can be used as weapons by those bent on committing violent crime. The 

analogy is correct except; statistics reveal that 99 per cent of mass-murders are firearms oriented. 

Recent ‘active-shooting’ incidents in the U. S., 70 percent occurred in businesses and schools; 

the later represented 24.4 percent of that figure. Houses of worship represent 3.8 % and 

government facilities represent 10 percent of the total of all active shooting incidents. According 

to the data obtained (2001-2013), 40 percent of those responsible for the killings take their own 

lives and 28.1% exchange gunfire with LEO’s. Only 3.1 % involved armed citizens in the 

takedowns according to the FBI cited by Simon, M. & Sanchez, R. (2015, December 4). Hence, 

arming more citizens against shootings is a weak argument to prevent shootings. 

 The United States leads the world in possession of guns per capita and data according to 

Global Health Data Exchange is that approximately three people in the U. S. are shot and killed 

with guns every two hours from 2015 statistics collected. Pro-gun control lobbyists are telling 

people that there is a decline in gun deaths in the past decade. However, it remains a significant 

issue for the country – just ask one of many victims or family members of the deceased 

according to McPhillips, D. (2017, June 15). As a resident or guest in the U. S. you are 25 times 

more likely to be killed by a firearm here than any other developed country in the world, 

according to the American Journal of Medicine, Grinstein, E. & Hemenway, D. (2016, March 1). 

Trends continue toward more shootings, increased sales, and manufacturing of guns. Table 1.0 

below provides a snapshot of mass-shooting murders from January 1, 2018 thru August 8, 2019 

involving three or more fatalities per incident:  

Table 1. 
Source: Mother Jones – Mass shootings 
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Case Where Date Killed Injured Shooter (s) 

Dayton entertain district 
 

Dayton, OH 8/04/19 9 27 Betts, W/M (24) 

El Pasco -Walmart El Paso, TX 8/03/19 22 26 Crusius, W/M (21) 

Gilroy garlic festival  Gilroy, CA 7/28/19 
 

3 12 Lagan, W/M (19) 

Virginia Bch. City bldg. Virginia Bch. VA 5/31/19 
 

12 4 Craddock, B/M (40) 

Harry Pratt Co. – W/H Aurora, IL 
 

2/15/19 5 6 Marin. B/M (45) 

PA. hotel/bar shooting State College, PA 1/24/19 3 1 Witmer, W/M (21) 

Sun Trust Bank Sebring, FL 1/23/19 5 0 Xaver, W/M (21) 

Mercy Hospital Chicago, IL 11/19/18 4 0 Lopez, H/M (32) 

Thousand Oaks 

Nightclub 

Thousand O., CA 11/07/18 13 22 Long, W/M (28) 

Tree of Life synagogue Pittsburgh, PA 10/27/18 11 6 Bowers, W/M (46) 

Rite Aid warehouse Perryman, MD 9/20/19 4 3 Mosely, B/F (26) 

T&T Trucking Bakersfield, CA 9/12/18 6 0 Casarez H/M (54) 

5/3 Banking Ctr. Cincinnati, OH 9/06/18 3 2 Perez, H/M (29) 

Capital Gazette Annapolis, MD 6/28/18 5 3 Ramos, W/M (38) 

Santa Fe H. S. Santa Fe, TX 5/18/18 10 13 Pagourtzis, W/M (17) 

Waffle House Nashville, TN 4/22/18 4 4 Reinking, W/M (28) 

Yountville Vets Home Yountville, CA 3/9/18 3 0 Wong, A/M (36) 

Stoneman Douglas H. S. Parkland, FL 2/14/18 17 17 Cruz, H/M (19) 

PA carwash shooting Melcroft, PA 1/28/18 5 0 Smith, W/M (28) 

 

10 workplace locations 
2 religious’ locations, 2 schools 
1 African American female 
 

 Several gun manufacturing companies have sprung up in the Southern states which tend 

to be friendlier toward the purchase and ownership of guns and lower in tax bases attracting 

small and medium sized gun manufacturing. Florida for example, according to ATF records, 

produced 729,064 guns in 2016 making it the fifth largest maker. Massachusetts produced the 

most, 2.7 million firearms, followed by New Hampshire, Arizona, and New York. In a time 

while wages have been stagnant or even dropping, the gun production industry has been paying 

an average of $ 50,000 annually, (aggregate) to workers; according to Florida Sun Sentinel’s 

analysis (Swisher, S., & Maines, J., 2018, May 5). 
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 The County of Osceola, which shares Disney World in Central Florida spent $ 500,000 in 

renovations on a building to lure Colt Firearms to establish a regional office there in 2011. The 

job creations were initially 63 high paying positions. While the Osceola retains the ownership of 

the property, Colt merely pays $1.00 a year for rent. Former Governor Scott, the architect of the 

deal boasted that Florida is open for business following the announcement. 

Drug Medication and alcohol linked to gun violence. 

 The U. S. is unfortunately the leading country with a vast number of its population 

hooked on pain medication and opioid use. Again, use the five percent population data point and 

stack that up again 85 percent of the consume use of these pain killers throughout the world. It is 

simply staggering. Over the past six years, OxyContin in the U.S. has increased tenfold from 

670,000 prescriptions placed to more than two million. The problem with pain killers is that 

doctors are finally under the gun by DEA to control prescriptions. Doctors are now being held 

criminally liable as well as financially liable for over prescribing that results in death. Therefore, 

addicted patients, including housewives and dads are turning to the unsafe streets for heroin as a 

substitute to continue their addiction. The connection to gun violence is that alcohol, opioids, 

SSRIs, and any psychosomatic drugs do not mix. Couple any addiction with misogyny and 

you’ve forged the receipt for a mentally dysfunctional person with hate or suicide on their brain.  

 The U. S. represents 5% of the world’s population and owns 25% of the prison 

population. The police are doing their jobs. What we need according to Dr. Lyle, are gun 

regulations should forbid the manufacture, sale, and possession of higher-powered assault 

weapons and ammunition that is designed to kill people and not to hunt deer, pheasants, or 

ducks. We are no longer a hunter-gathering population according to Lyle and Esmail. If, properly 

licensed, you may own a small handgun designed for self-defense, but you should not be able to 

possess an assault rifle or machine-pistol nor any other firearm with mass loading and firing 

features. Absolutely no one needs a .50 caliber sniper weapon for lawful target practice and 

sportsmanship? No one. Other restrictions need to come into play for responsible gun ownership. 

 Col. Wayne Turner, a retired Chief of Police and retired Army Lt. Colonel acknowledges 

from firsthand knowledge that soldiers at the first sign of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 

(PTSD).  VA doctors with very little information are diagnosing and prescribing SSRIs for these 



Mass Shootings and Misogyny 

 
 

and other mental afflictions. According to Turner, who attended the FBI’s Behavioral Science 

school, those who take these medications are prone to anger and aggression. As widely reported 

in the press, the returning men and women receive little follow-up care initial treatment. “They 

are walking time bombs according to Col. Turner”. “Kids are being prescribed SSRIs like candy 

by doctors at the bequests of parents that are just too busy to parent.  The unintended 

consequences are the turning out a generation after generation of over medicated and under 

parented monsters.” (Turner, 2018, January 26). The mentally afflicted do not need to possess or 

have access to guns.  

 Why? Again, statistical data bears out that suicides are far more frequently committed by 

guns than any other means because: (1.) gun availability; (2.) guns are immediate and 

unforgiving. Meaning, an impulsive decision will produce crushing results – death, according to 

Deborah Azrael of Harvard’s Youth Violence Prevention Center – Drexler, M. (2018). Suicides 

are the tenth leading manner of death in the U. S. 

 In the land of the free and the home of the brave, were people seek the American Dream, 

11,078 citizens or guests in America died by guns at the hands of other people. In that same year, 

(2010), 19, 392 people in the U. S. died by guns in the own hand, committing suicide. It is an 

alarming truth. Attempted gun suicides have an 85 % death outcome success rate (not to be 

insensitive), while those attempting suicide by the popular method of drug overdose was 

successful 3 % of the time. And according to Drexler’s report, while suicides are higher in rural 

areas of the country, the differences between ages, gender, and races are insignificant where 

there is more gun prevalence.  

SSRI School Cases (as reported by Dr. J. Corsi, Harvard trained psychiatrist) 

• Kip Kinkel was withdrawing from Prozac and had been prescribed Ritalin when he 

murdered his mother and stepfather then shot 22 classmates, killing two, in 1998. 

• Christopher Pittman was withdrawing from Luvox and from Paxil when he killed his 

paternal grandparents in 2001. 

• Elizabeth Bush, who fired at fellow students in Williamsport, Pa., in 2001, wounding 

one, was on Prozac. 
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• Jason Hoffman was on Effexor and Celexa when he opened fire at his El Cajon, Calif., 

high school, wounding five. 

• Shawn Cooper of Notus, Idaho, was on antidepressants when he fired a shotgun on 

students and staff. 

• T.J. Solomon, on antidepressants, wounded six at his Conyers, Ga., high school. 

• Eric Harris was taking Luvox when he and fellow student Dylan Klebold killed 12 

students and a teacher and wounded 24 others before turning their guns on themselves at 

Columbine High School in Colorado. 

• At Virginia Tech in 2007, where 32 were murdered, authorities found “prescription 

medications related to the treatment of psychological problems had been found among 

Mr. Cho’s effects,” according to the New York Times. (Corsi, J., 2012, December 12). 

One-off case study 

Saturday Night Live, (SNL) comedian Phil Hartman was shot and killed by his beautiful 

wife Bryann, when she found a note that he was going to leave her over her conic 

addictions. She committed suicide on May 28, 1998, moments after shooting her 

husband, Phil. Her parents sued the makers of Zoloft claiming the drug edged her into 

violent aggressive behaviors. The pharmaceutical settled out-of-court for an undisclosed 

amount of money. The autopsy revealed that Brynn’s body had the antidepressant in her 

body plus alcohol and cocaine. The Hartman case illustrates once again that money, 

fame, and financial resources will not insulate a family from the harmful effects of these 

psychographic drugs when misused. 

 

Pro and Con Gun Advocates 

  The framers of the Second Amendment of the Constitution couldn’t have seen mass-

shootings coming, so society must be flexible. Finally, laws that keep up with advancing 

technologies that must be periodically evaluated allowing for practical solutions to current 

problems. This could aid in the prevention for unintended use by the gun owner and say, a child, 

young adult, or a criminal with unauthorized access. This story, along with numerous other 
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tragedies, and more to follow, will be sadly stacked in a chain of never-ending chronicle of 

firearm deaths.  

 One thing is certain, whether you are a pro or con advocate of guns in America you 

should be able to appreciate that these types of killings and predictable trauma goes far beyond 

the victims killed and injured. Family members are victims too and can remain emotionally 

scarred perhaps for life and desperately need closure to help in the healing process. 

Congressional leadership and a President that understands that while terrorism is an important 

issue, the domestic gun violence problem kills and traumatizes more American victims than 

terrorism ever will, albeit the use of a weapons of mass-destruction.  

Common arguments, pro and con for increase firearm regulations: 

Pro Con  

Second Amendment is not an absolute 

right. Some of the first gun laws prohibited 

sells to Catholics, slaves, and native 

Americans in colonial America. 

Second Amendment protects individual 

ownership. D.C. vs. Heller – SCOTUS 

ruled the right to own a firearm 

unconnected to the militia. 

 

Increase gun laws equal less deaths. Illegal 

use of firearms is the 12th leading cause of 

death. More guns equal more crime and 

deaths is a proven fact. 

Laws do not reduce crime; gun 

ownership reduces crime. Pew survey 

found that 57% of those polled believe that 

owning a gun protects them from being 

victimized. If guns are outlawed, only 

outlaws will have guns is a popular slogan. 

 

Outlaw high-capacity magazines. Double 

stacking and bumper-stock should be 

outlawed nationwide and confiscated; when 

and where found by police. None of these 

devices serve a useful for hunting or self-

defense. They only increase the capacity to 

kill human rapidly. 

Laws such as these undermine the right 

to bear arms and for citizens to protect 

themselves. The police cannot be 

everywhere. When interviewed, criminals 

will tell you that they are repelled by the 

threat of opposing firepower. It’s the 

classic Slippery-slope argument. 
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More and stronger gun laws needed to 

protect women and others in domestic 

violence issues. Statistics bear out the guns 

contribute to most of the domestic assault 

deaths by the intimate partner. 

There are laws that prohibit domestic 

violence offenders from owning or 

possession any type of firearm. The 

existing laws and judges need to enforce 

laws already present, See (VAWA-1994). 

 

Ban Assault Weapons – Assault weapons 

are not useful for hunting and show up in 

mass-shootings and gang activity. Guns are 

rarely used in self-defense tactics. In 2010, 

there were 23 justifiable homicide in which 

guns were used to kill a felon, compared to 

8,275 criminal gun homicides in the U. S. 

According to the National Shooting 

Sports Foundation, “so-called Assault 

weapons are often less powerful than 

other hunting and game rifles. The term 

‘assault weapons’ are used to conjure up 

anti-gun legislation to scare voter into 

thinking these weapons something they are 

not. 

 

 Of the 62 mass shooting incidents between 

1982-2012, 49 % of the shooters legally 

owned the weapons. 143 of these guns 

were obtained by the killers were about 

75% being illegally obtain. New laws will 

not change to dynamic of this phenomenon.  

 

Gun control laws would help reduce 

societal costs- due to victims, etc. In 2010 

there were 36, 341 emergency room visits 

and 25, 024 hospitalizations due to gun 

injuries. According to the World Health 

Organization, costs can include, legal 

services, medical costs, perpetrator control, 

policing, incarceration foster care, private 

security, private nurses, lost earnings, life 

insurance loss or tourism, etc. 

Gun control background checks and 

micro-stamping are an invasion of 

privacy- Allowing the government to keep 

and maintain a data base of personal 

information, mental health records, etc., 

allows government intrusion into gun 

owners’ private lives. Micro-stamping gun 

requires a data base of gun owner and the 

codes their person guns and use by 

stamping firearms and cartridge cases on 

ammo. 

 



Mass Shootings and Misogyny 

 
 

Source: ProCon.org (The Leading Source for Pros & Cons of Controversial Issues) -

http://pun-control.procon.org/ 

 Students interviewed just hours and days following the attack at Marjory Stoneman 

Douglas High School in Parkland gave the impetus for the spawning on an activists group now 

referred to as the ‘Never-Again’ movement for their willingness to question state and federal 

politicians such as Governor Rick Scott and Senator Marico Rubio. Students David Hogg, Ryan 

Deitsch and Emma Gonzalez have taken social media by storm advancing their out-spoken cause 

to strengthen the nation’s gun laws. Their youth and ability to be extremely articulate has 

captured the hearts and minds of many throughout the country. They are receiving funding by 

several powerful business leaders, liberal media people, Hollywood celebrities and many others. 

(Greggis, A., and Pesantes, E., 20118, March 15). The young activists are coalescing power and 

renewed challenges for those desiring stronger guns legislation. 

 On March 24, 2018, students across the nation are being encouraged to participate in a 

walk-out to protest the inaction by legislative representatives in the federal government and state 

government across the U.S. The march is promoted by the NeverAgain advocacy group 

supported by Everytown for Gun Safety, another pro-gun control and reform group. The walk-

out is planned for 10 a.m. for every time zone across America. Thousands are expected to 

participate, and school administrators are thinking how they will make reprisals against those 

who do walk-out. 

 Yet, those students that have been vocal have taken a lot of hits from the ‘trolls’ of social 

medial calling them names along with other immature comments such as, “David Hogg’s mother 

Rebecca Boldrick should have aborted her son. A Republican candidate for Maine’s House of 

Representatives had to apologize and retracts his words that Emma Gonzalez was a “lesbian 

skinhead” on his Twitter account. The 18-year-old Hispanic female has a shaved hair style and 

appears unvarnished by those that question her sexuality. 

Implications 

 For those that want to arm schoolteachers, clergymen and clergywomen are basically 

making the argument to arm everyone American where citizens congregate.  For self-defense 
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purposed it turning the country back to the wild-west days. Does that mean that employees 

working in movie theaters, and anywhere else where the public gathers should be armed and 

ready for gun play? These scenarios are beyond all logical reasoning and serve as no honest 

dialogue in an enterprising debate to find real, practical, and workable solutions to gun violence. 

Providing well trained security officers or (on-duty or off-duty cops) is an expensive proposition. 

Even then, according to Lyle, risk assessments usually recommends physical security augmented 

by sophisticated electronic security as a packaged. No doubt if the Framers conceived that the 

Second Amendment would be the sole provider of security for America the language may have 

been differently written, if at all. 

 What is the Second Amendment anyway? A well-regulated Militia, being necessary to 

the security of a Free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 

The Amendment is just 27 words but; it has provoked controversial debates numerous times by 

some of the most intellectual scholars of our times. 

 Strict constitutionalists view the Constitutional as it stands and challenges to the law and 

new laws must be applied to the Constitution as it was it was written by the founders at the time 

it was adopted. So, they tend to take the words literally. Constitutionalist revisionists see the 

Constitution as a living and breathing document that must be interpreted as laws, cultural, and 

times change.  

The argument against gun control laws and regulations postulated by the NRA, provide 

conservative political figures, and those who would abandon any sensible laws or regulations 

with media messaging they can use to defend the Second Amendment rights. The NRA mongers 

up fears of gun confiscation across America. The argument used most often is to cite Hitler’s rise 

to power during the latter 1930’s and the taking of guns out of private ownership. It was one the 

first measures use to seize ultimate power and control of the country. That’s a myth according to 

Lyle.  

 It’s true the Nazis rise to power involved the confiscation of guns, but those seizures were 

aimed at enemies of the State and against the Jewish population. Observe the following: 
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“The Nazis adopted a new gun law in 1938. According to an analysis by Bernard 

Harcourt, a professor at Columbia University School of Law, it loosened gun ownership 

rules in several ways. 

It deregulated the buying and selling of rifles, shotguns and ammunition. It made 

handguns easier to own by allowing anyone with a hunting license to buy, sell or carry 

one at any time. (You didn’t need to be hunting.) It also extended the permit period from 

one year to three and gave local officials more discretion in letting people under 18 get a 

gun” Greenberg, J. (2015, October 26). 

Recommendations 

The creation of an ‘extreme vetting process’ for gun purchasing, permitting, and retention. 

A practical list of firearm abuse solutions that will require changes and new mindsets. It 

is based upon the argument that if our nation is going to conduct extreme vetting for possible 

terrorists entering the country from certain Muslim lands, because of known or perceived risks, 

leaders should consider extreme vetting for gun ownership since the loss of lives from domestic 

firearms far exceed any terrorist attacks. 

1. A National and universal CWP program administered by states in a state-wide CWP 

(concealed weapons permit) program. Gun purchasers as well as permit holders 

would have to receive a psychological fitness evaluation as part of the 

permitting/licensing process. Those permits would only be handed out every two 

years with renewed fingerprinting and psychological testing for the owner. There 

would be a 10-day, not a (3) day waiting period in which the FBI would check the 

applicant’s prints and search national data bases including the ‘no-fly-list’. America 

must tighten down the mental health equation of a right to own and bear a firearm. 

There will be increased costs to the lawful gun bearer but that a small price to pay 

against the carnage taxpayers and victims are experiencing with increased frequency. 

The mental evaluation will be on an affidavit signed and notarized by a license 

physician along with their address and physician identification number. 

http://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4029&context=flr
http://ir.lawnet.fordham.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4029&context=flr
https://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/staff/jon-greenberg/
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2. A forty-hour, one-time classroom training course will be administrated by the state of 

residence where the CWP is issued. The state may approve and establish licensed 

contractors to administer the training. Eight (8) hours of the training would be actual 

range time to demonstrate live firing safety training techniques plus ability to achieve 

a competency of scoring hits on the targets. Every two-years, the permit holder must 

satisfactorily pass a 50-question test on the laws and safety pertaining to the CWP 

with four hours on the range demonstrating the capacity to shoot and handle a weapon 

on the range in a safe manner. A private collector who engages in the sale and display 

of antiqued firearms as a hoppy or business is already exempt by special ATF 

permitting which includes registration of each firearm. Curios & Relics. A regulation 

implementing Federal firearms laws, 27 CFR §478.11, defines Curio or Relic (C&R) 

firearms as those which are of special interest to collectors by reason of some quality 

other than is associated with firearms intended for sporting use or as offensive or 

defensive weapons. 

3. Currently there are 58,344 federally licensed gun dealers in the United States –for 

perspective, that’s double the number of U. S. Post offices and about 4 x your favorite 

McDonalds restaurants. The argument of inconvenience is a smoke screen, Cision, 

PR Newswire (2013, March 13). 

4. Any non-citizen who is in the country illegally, or registered alien who is caught and 

convicted of possession of a firearm without a CWP will immediately be deported 

and not allowed to seek U. S. citizenship. Presently covered by ATF form 4473. 

Clarifies the exceptions to the nonimmigrant alien prohibition and acceptable 

documentation. Question number18 c. 

5. Any person convicted of those criminal offenses listed on the Federal Form for 

purchase of a firearm will be denied purchase. Anyone who purchases a firearm for 

an otherwise unqualified person is guilty of a felony and will be sentence to a 

mandatory five (5) year prison term. The person who uses his or her status to illegally 

purchase a firearm for another person, regardless of their legal capacity to own a 

firearm will have a lifetime ban for firearm ownership or possession. The lifetime ban 

would be administrated by ATF. 
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6. Gang members and/or illegal motor-cycle club members caught with a firearm will be 

punished by a minimum of a ten (10) years prison enhancement term in addition to 

any other offense. Their conviction record will be cause for lifetime denial of 

ownership and possession of a firearm. 

7. A person found guilty of trafficking in drugs or human or sex trafficking will be 

given a lifetime denial for the purchase, ownership, and or possession of a firearm. 

8. Domestic violence offenders, as covered by existing laws, (Violence Against Women 

Act-1994, would not be able to purchase or possess a firearm. Those convicted of 

assault and battery would likewise be denied the purchase and possession of a firearm 

for a period of ten (20) years following arrest and conviction. 

9. Private individual sale or “gifting” of firearms will no longer be permitted in the 

United States or its protectorates. All firearm transactions must be through a licensed 

ATF dealer on prescribe forms. 

10. All lost, destroyed, or stolen firearms must be reported to their local police within five 

(5) business days. The police agency will be in turn required to submit the 

information along with the serial number to the ATF. The ATF will be responsible to 

continue to maintain a national data base on all registered firearms in America. A 

person who makes a false report of a loss or stolen firearm in order to shield its 

ownership is guilty of a felony crime. 

11. There will be no Internet sales of firearms or ammunition period. 

12. All ammunition sales will be recorded on a prescribe ATF forms giving the 

purchaser’s identification, type of weapon the ammunition is for along with the CWP 

number. 

13. Ammunition may be sold only to those who are 21 years-of-age or older. 

14. Safety locks must be sold with every weapon sold in the United States. Any adult that 

allows uncontrolled access to an under-age member of his or her family, a guest of 

friend, shall be guilty of a felony and will have their CWP revoked. 

15. All weapons sold in the United States will have a digital identification requirement on 

the firearm to render the weapon unusable except by the authorized owner. So, called 

‘Smart guns’ of the future would have a Verichip installed in the owners’ arm that 
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permits the trigger release only by the match chip to the weapon. Thereby, creating 

“no chip” no gun. The argument against such a requirement again goes back to 

privacy rights and the slippery slope that a delegitimize government could remotely 

deactivate the chips rendering all firearms useless. The law would go into effect 

January 2021. 

16. All high capacity magazines will be declared illegal and retro-active. They would be 

outlawed at any firearm range and the owners or agents of the range will be duty 

bound to report those observed with high capacity firearm magazines. 

17. All sniper rifles, silencers, bumper stocks, and assault rifles manufactured or imported 

into the United States or its territories will be illegal to owned or possess. Police 

agencies may issue such weapons to their membership so long as they remain actively 

employed. No private citizen may possess such weapons. Shot guns known as ‘street-

sweepers’ are declared illegal and no citizen will own or possess such a weapon. 

18. Any person who alters a firearm from its original design as approved by ATF or 

attempts to remove the firearm’s serial number will be guilty of a felony punishable 

by five (5) years in prison. Any modifications to silence the firearm or enhance its 

firing capably will be guilty of firearms alternations and punishable by a 5-year 

sentence. 

19. Firearms as regulated by ATF would be prohibited for sale or for possession by those 

under the age of 21. Target practice and hunting would be permitted when 

accompanied by a parent or guardian or an adult legally allowed to possess a firearm. 

 

 In February, 2017, the House of Representative voted to repeal (235-180) an 

administrative regulation that the Obama Administration had put in place to require the Social 

Security Administration to send to the FBI the names of approximately 75,000 recipients, 18 

years-of-age and older declared incompetent to manage their own financial affairs. The vote was 

cast mostly along party lines. The NRA had labeled the Obama’s Administration’s efforts as a 

‘back-door’ gun grabbing technique. It should be imposed by Executive Order by the Trump 

administration. 
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 Those opposed to the regulation stated that there was no linkage between a person’s 

disability to manage their own financial affairs and the ability to own and keep a firearm for their 

personal safety. Secondly, the regulation inappropriately stigmatized a mentally challenge person 

unnecessarily depriving them of their Second Amendment Constitutional held rights. Under the 

current administration in Washington, there is little hope of reforming the mental capacity issue 

to possess a firearm in the U. S.  

 

 Those who support the measure claim that this was a sensible regulation to put a buffer 

between a mentally incapacitated person’s rights to have a gun lying around to do what? They 

cannot manage their own affairs but have the lethal means to shoot someone by accident or intent 

or perhaps, can easily commit suicide on a whimsical impulse. Simply defies all logic. 

 

The above recommendations will most likely be seen as infringement on the Second 

Amendment by conservatives. However, they impose a logical form of laws that permit the safe 

purchase and use of a broader range of firearms self-defense and hunting, that honors the 

traditions of American culture to own and bare firearms. It is acknowledged that criminals will 

always find a way to circumvent and break firearm laws and regulations. It should be noted, that 

a number of these violent acts are being committed by persons without criminal histories. The 

linkage of drug abuse, medications, etc. associated with mental health must be explored and dealt 

with. Technologies that prevent unauthorized use must also be explored and operationalized. The 

average citizen is most cases are not motivated to bear this additional cost. Likewise, most 

citizens were not favorable to add seatbelts along with mandatory usage when they became 

available. Most states have now added primary traffic violations to the police officer’s arsenal to 

help prevent traffic injuries and deaths contributed to texting while driving. 

 

On March 18, 2018, former Florida Governor, Rick Scott signed Florida’s new gun law, 

the most aggressive just three weeks following the massacre at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 

School in Broward County Florida. It was passed in opposition of course to the NRA yet did not 

go far enough to satisfy the student activists of the ‘Never-Again ‘movement’ who continue to 

challenge politicians not willing to move forward on tougher gun-control laws. What the law 
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contains are consider by some as significant, but by many, ‘weak’. Now, you must be 21 years-

of-age in Florida to purchase a rife, often referred to as a ‘long-gun’, wait three-days for the 

background investigation to be completed, and bans the so called bumper stocks that circumvents 

semi-auto-fire for rapid machine-gun style firing. The law does not ban high-capacity magazines, 

AR-15 and other types of military-style assault weapons. Additionally, the law does not address 

private sales which is seen as a loophole in the Federal law-making criminal checks unlikely for 

the purchaser. A recommendation that Dr. Lyle sees as necessary and practical – reported by, 

Astor, M. (2018, March18). 

 

The provisions also found in Florida’s new law give additional school funding for 

measure to harden school security and for the option to hire additional school resource officers 

by law enforcement agencies along with arming certain school employees such as coaches, 

librarians, and counselors under a “school marshal program”. Full-time classroom teacher would 

not fall into the mix of those for the program. Additional funding will be allocated to Florida’s 

mental health programs. 

 

On December 18, 2018, the Trump administration issued an Executive Order to ban 

‘bump stocks’ to be added to the Federal Register on Friday, December 21 that bans the 

manufacture, sale, and distribution of all devices in the United States. The ban took place 90 

days after the publication. Simple possession carries fines and or prison time of up to 10 years 

according to ATF. It is in keeping with a campaign promise by President Donald Trump. Bump 

stocks as used by Steve Pollock in the Las Vegas massacre, allows the users to fully automate 

assaults weapons as machine guns by using the recoil energy to allow more bursts (fire) when the 

user pulls the trigger each time. When pulling the trigger once one round is fired by legal semi-

auto weapons. With bump stocks added, one would likely get three rounds fired with the added 

device. 

 

Since the ban was placed, there has been court challenges to block Trump’s ban. In 

March 2019, the Supreme Court ruled that it would not block the ban allowing the law to take 

effect. Manufactures holding unsold stock are making efforts to recover losses through 
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government buy-back programs to removed inventory from outlets. It is unclear how many 

devices have been sold in the United States – so far, estimates range from 280,000 to 520,000 

units.  

Conclusion 

This review has provided a solid narrative of contributory factors leading to mass-

shootings and murders in the United States. It is a very safe assumption that if guns were no 

longer allowed to be manufactured, imported, or legitimately sold in the United States, there 

would be enough guns to outfit almost all U. S. citizens over the age of 18 for 100 years to come. 

Misogyny is a precursor to male violence and studies confirm that racial, and other extreme 

behaviors push men toward gun violence. The pathway to hatred and other violent tendencies is 

fortified by psychotropic drugs and alcohol abuse. Any rookie cop will tell you that he’s 90 

percent assured when answering a domestic partner call that he or she is looking toward is a male 

offender. U. S. prison population figures bare out that 93 percent of inmates are male v. seven 

percent female. While more females are committing crimes, those figures have remained 

constant for decades. Toxic masculinity and sexism must be included in the debate about 

America’s mass shooting epidemic.  

One of Betts' victims was his 22-year-old sister, Megan Betts. The August 4, 2019 

shooting spree in Dayton, Ohio claimed 9 lives including Conner Betts.  While authorities are 

not clear on whether she was an intended target, her death has drawn attention to the link 

between domestic violence and mass shootings. According to an analysis by Everytown for Gun 

Safety, the majority of mass shootings between January 2009 and December 2017 were related 

to domestic or family violence cited by BieryGolick K., Saker, A., Grasha, K., and Berry, R 

(2019 August 6).  

 A Pew Research Center poll conducted in 2017 claimed that a survey showed some not 

so surprising results concerning the national gun debate and violence. 91 % of Republican voters 

say that owning a gun is paramount to their freedom v. 43 % of Democrat-leaning gun owners. 

Republican who do not own a gun, believe that it’s a part of their Constitutional rights and view 

it as essential or 61% v 43% according to Dastagir, A. (2018, March1). In 2015, then President 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2019/08/05/dayton-ohio-shooting-updates-victims-motive-mourning/1919895001/
https://everytownresearch.org/reports/mass-shootings-analysis/
https://everytownresearch.org/reports/mass-shootings-analysis/
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Obama said gun violence is “something we should politicize”. His administration had to deal this 

mass-shooting murders such as the sickening tragedy of Sandy Hook Elementary. 

  In the 2016 elections, pro-gun rights advocates gave members of Congress over $ 5.8 

million to help fund their campaigns. The presidential race, the NRA posted 10.6 million to 

support Donald Trump and what is most significant, approximately $ 20.0 million to oppose 

Hillary Clinton. Clinton has long touted more extreme measures to control America’s gun 

population than her husband, former President Bill Clinton, who holds more moderate views. 

The NRA messaging to its membership is that an intrusive government wants to “take away your 

guns” and further intrusions lie ahead. The National Rifle Association has been very successful 

utilizing the tried and true, ‘slippery slope’ argument Dastagir, A. (2018, March1). In the U. S. 

Roe v. Wade (1973) and the 2nd Amendment are two issues that will surely draw out a heated 

debate. Lastly, mentioned at the beginning of this review, misogyny has been woven throughout 

history into the thinking and behavioral patterns of men, even with great men and scholars like 

Aristotle who once said, “A proper wife should be as obedient as a slave”. 
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