
Life at Unity 
 July 19, 2022 

Dear Friends, 
 
In June I was able to drive up to Asheville, NC to spend a day with Unity’s Youth as 
they learned and served with Asheville Youth Mission. I suspect you will hear more 
about their experiences of faith, service, and fun on Youth Sunday, so be sure to make 
plans to be present for worship on Sunday, August 21st. 
 
The day I was able to spend with them we spent the morning serving at the Dr. John 
Wilson Community Garden. A significant amount of the produce grown in the garden 
is given to local food banks and shelters so that those in need might have access to 
fresh, locally grown food. We spent the first part of our time in the garden doing the 
hard and definitely not exciting task of moving mulch. There was a large pile of mulch, 
plenty of shovels, and four wheelbarrows, so we took turns shoveling, pushing a 
wheelbarrow up the hill, and spreading the mulch as directed in a particular part of the 
garden.  
 
I think I have shared with you before that gardening and working in the yard are not 
typically moments of great joy for me - it is just work that needs to be done. And yet, 
shoveling and moving mulch with these youth and their chaperones, I was reminded of 
two things. First, it is a whole lot more fun to work hard with others than to do it all 
by yourself. Our youth are fun! If you have not had a chance to get to know them, I 
encourage you to do so - volunteer to teach Sunday School, come on Sunday nights for 
youth group, be a confirmation sponsor, or chaperone a trip. You will not regret it. 
 
I was also reminded of a quote about soil: “One teaspoon of soil contains more living 
organisms than there are people in the world.” That’s a remarkable thing. In one 
teaspoon of soil of that mulch we were shoveling there were more living organisms 
than there are people in the world. Think of how many living organisms there were in 
a shovel of mulch, much less a wheelbarrow! So, I encourage you to spend some time 
this summer with a narrow focus, a teaspoon sized view. What is growing and living 
and moving just in your small slice of neighborhood? Where is one small place you 
might add a little extra life? Where is God moving within you?  
 
My friends, you never know what you might encounter when you live and serve 
together. Let’s find out! 
 
See you Sunday, 
Matt  

MESSAGE FROM MATT 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through worship, 
nurture, and service to all people. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY  
is extended to Chase Bowers 
and family in the death of his 
father, William Lester Bowers, 

on July 3, 2022.  
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
 

Unity will sponsor a Red Cross 
blood drive on Tuesday, 

August 2nd, from 2:30-7:00 
pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
Appointments are encouraged 
but not required. Donors with 
O-, O+, A-, and B- are needed 
for power red donations. To 

schedule either type donation, 
visit RedCrossBlood.org and 
enter Unity. You can also call    
1-800-733-2767 to make an 

appointment. If you would like 
to volunteer to work at a drive, 

email Joyce Sullivan 
(jsullivan@comporium.net)  

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 

Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Closed on Fridays) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

REALM® CONVERSION HAPPENING THIS WEEK! 

You may notice that links to our online giving will 
not work for a few days. Also, those who currently 
have scheduled online giving may see a delay of their 
scheduled gifts by a day or two. New online giving 
links will be added to the website as quickly as 

possible, and all contributions will be properly recorded and processed once the 
conversion is complete. More information will follow soon about how you can 
connect with REALM®! 

RedCrossBlood.org
mailto:jsullivan@comporium.net
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EARLY AUGUST 

BIRTHDAYS 
  

1 -- Ashley Babinchak; Jamie 
White  
 
2 -- Christine Lake; Cameron 
McDonald; Noah Padgett; 
Katherine Weller  
 
3 -- Brandon Carter; Kate 
Fulmer  
 
4 -- Susan Dezzani; Craig 
Marshall; Rob Reid; Angela 
Sheets; Zeta Sistare; Ann 
Spitzer; Patsy White  
 
5 -- Harry Brooks; Robin 
Carwile; Ted Ernst; Rick Fulton; 
Eli Windham  
 
6 -- Nancy Barbieri; Ellen 
Bickett; Jeff Channell; Nancy 
Hudspeth; Katharyne Tedford; 
Beverly Tysinger; Joyce White; 
Sandra White; CeCe Woodward  
 
7 -- Thomas Monroe  
 
8 -- Brock Fantone; Darold 
Hoops  
 
9 -- Ronnie Glenn; Sarah 
Macaulay; Clay Pecarro; Kim 
Tatum  
 
10 -- Cara Estes; Chris Krieger  
 
11 -- Will Gaither; Tara 
Mummey  
 
12 -- Tyler Hines; Hudson 
Lochel; Stewart Nix; John 
Oakes  
 
13 -- Debby Bauserman; Blake 
Briggs; Stephanie Devaney; Jay 
Fulmer; Thornton Thomas; 
Stephanie Trueb  
 
14 -- Elizabeth Shamble  
 
15 -- Michelle Kuhn; Ellie 
Stempler; Mary Martin Windell  

Empowered by the Spirit - June and July Preaching and Worship Series 
As Presbyterians we are not typically known as the Christians who are most in touch 
with the third person of the Trinity - the Holy Spirit. And yet, over the course of the 
last six months or so, a number of questions and wonderings about the Holy Spirit have 
been raised. We’ve taken this as a divine nudge to spend more time with the Holy Spirit 
in worship during the months of June and July. We’re excited about this series: 
Empowered by the Spirit as each week we’ll lift up a different biblical image of the 
Holy Spirit and think about how the Spirit empowers us for faithful service in the world 
today. 
 

July 24 - Comforter 
July 31 - The Dance 
 

What questions or wonderings do you have about the Holy Spirit? Let Dr. Matt, Molly, 
or Mark know, and we’ll see if we can work them into the series this summer. 
We pray that the Spirit will bring great power and energy to our preaching and worship 
in June and July and suspect that we’ll be blown to places we haven’t even imagined yet! 

CHANGE FOR THE CHURCH 

EMPOWERED BY THE SPIRIT 

Unity’s annual Change for the Church 
offering will be received throughout the 
month of July. During this time, we encourage 
everyone to collect their household change 
and donate to Unity for the following 
missions: One-half of the offering will be used 
to provide school supplies for children in 
need in the Fort Mill School District through 
the Classroom Ready project. The other half 
of the offering will provide aid to those in 
Syria impacted by the ongoing Civil War. 
Buckets can be found in the Narthex for you 
to bring your loose change, folding money, and checks. You may also give online to the 
Change for the Church fund or mail/drop off a check to the church office marked for 
the “Change for the Church” fund.  ***Please note that online giving links are 
currently inactive until post conversion to REALM*** 

While Sunday morning worship at Unity is always “come as you are,” you’ll notice a bit 
of a change during the month of July. There has been a long-standing tradition at Unity 
called “Change for the Church” in July. It corresponds with the special offering that we 
receive this month, and it means that our dress for worship is even more relaxed. You’ll 
see your pastors, music director, and choir members without robes. You’ll see a few 
more shorts and polo shirts and a few less sport coats and dresses. Again, we are always 
welcome in worship no matter the clothes we wear, but we do invite you to take 
advantage of a time to be even more relaxed in July.   

CASUAL DRESS IN JULY AT UNITY 

Unity will host Family Promise from July 24th – July 30th. Several overnight hosts and 
meal hosts are still needed. If you can help, sign up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448ABAA22A6FD0-family1 or contact 
Dannie Vaughn (vaughndl@comporium.net) or Jennifer Brindisi 
(moms2fourgirls@gmail.com).  

FAMILY PROMISE 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448ABAA22A6FD0-family1
mailto:vaughndl@comporium.net
mailto:moms2fourgirls@gmail.com
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For more information on 

“What’s Happening” at 

Unity, please visit… 

www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 

FAMILY CHOIR 

Thank you to all who participated in our first 
FAMILY CHOIR on July 10th! Make plans 
to join us for our second Sunday of Family 
Choir on July 31st. We will rehearse at 
10:30 in the choir room in preparation for 
the 11:00 worship service. This is a great 
opportunity for singers who can’t commit to 
participation in the choir throughout the year, 

as well as a chance for potential new choir members to try it out. Family Choir is open 
to children (who are readers), youth, and adults. Please contact Margaret Monroe at 
mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org with any questions. 

FAMILY FUN NIGHTS 
 

Mark your calendar for Family 
Fun Nights. Fun for the entire 

Unity family will be held 
Sunday, July 31st from 5:30-
7:30 PM on the front lawn. 

Everyone of every age is invited 
for this time of fun and 

fellowship with food trucks, 
games, and an opportunity to 
connect and reconnect with 

others.  

“THEREFORE” GROUP 

We invite all widowed friends to come join us! Our 
next meeting will be will be Thursday, July 21 at 
10:00 in room M312, the conference room in 
the Ministry Bldg. We will be making plans for 
our new service project and “out-to-eat” 
opportunities for fall, as well as some cultural 
experiences! Please come join us whenever you 
can. Questions: Maggie Bost 704-609-5479 or 
mandjbost@gmail.com  

ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE CONGREGATION 

 
The Session has called the 

Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation for Sunday, 
August 7 at 10 AM in the 

Sanctuary. The purpose of the 
Annual Meeting is to hear a 

“snapshot” report on Unity’s 
2021-22 program and fiscal 

year, to celebrate the amazing 
ministry of God in our midst, to 

approve the pastors’ terms of 
call for the 2022-23 fiscal year, 
to hold the Annual Meeting of 
the Corporation, and to elect 

this year’s Congregational 
Nominating Committee. Child-

care will be available for 
children age 5 and under. Be 

sure to come for this important 
moment in Unity’s life together! 

Our next Taizé service will be Sunday, July 
31st. Join us at 5:00 p.m. in the Historic 
Sanctuary. A Taizé service is composed of 
candlelight, Scripture readings, prayer, intervals 
of silence, and contemplative chants.  Our hope 
is that this time of quiet reflection will be a gift 
to us in this busy world and a time to deepen our 
connection with Christ.  

The Youth Choir will sing in worship at 
both services on Youth Sunday, August 
21st. All youth (rising 6th-12th graders) are 
invited to participate. Practice will be 
Saturday, August 20th from 12:00-12:30 
p.m. Please contact Margaret Monroe at 
mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org if you would 
like to participate!  

Unity’s Children Choirs will meet for the first rehearsal of the new school year on 
Sunday, August 21st. The Junior Choir (grades 2 through 5) meets from 2:00-2:45 
and the Cherub Choir meets from 3:00-3:45. Cherub Choir is for children age 4 (by 
September 1, 2022) through first grade. Parents, please contact Margaret Monroe at 
mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org or 547-5543 for a registration form and detailed schedule. 

TAIZÉ  

YOUTH CHOIR 

UNITY’S CHILDREN CHOIRS 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
mailto:mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org
mailto:mandjbost@gmail.com
mailto:mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org
mailto:mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org


STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a 

specific activity or the latest 

news and information on 

children, youth, and adults, visit 

us at . . .  

Website— 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

Facebook— @UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 
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 DEAR CHURCH FAMILY, 

Join us for Together Again: Summer 
Fellowship at Unity at 10:00 AM each 
Sunday morning this summer for coffee, 
lemonade and fellowship. All ages are 
welcome. This is a time to reconnect or 
connect for the first time with your Unity 
family, meet someone new, and find a way to 
continue connecting with others. Special 
intergenerational activities will be offered 
again on August 14th.  

 

 
CALLING ALL UNITY 

MINISTRIES 
 

 A Unity Ministries Fair is 
planned for August 28.  This is 
an opportunity to share with our 

congregation the various 
ministries at work here at 

Unity.  Each ministry should 
have a display and a few 

members of their team available 
to answer any questions about 
the work that they do on that 

day.  If you have any questions, 
contact Pam Bright, 

pbright@UnityFortMill.org 
 
 

TONY DEHLER CIRCLE 
CHRISTMAS AUCTION 

 

The Tony Dehler Circle will 
hold its annual Christmas 

auction once again this year. In 
preparation, please begin making 
any crafts or canning any food 
you might wish to donate. We 
auction new items, craft items, 

food, tickets to events, and time 
in a beach or mountain house. 
No used items please. We look 

forward to seeing you in 
December!  

Unity’s annual ice cream social will be held on 
August 14th at 4:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. 
You won’t want to miss it. We supply all your 
favorite flavors and even some you never heard of. 
If you are interested in churning a family favorite 
ice cream for this event, please contact Jean Thies 
at jthies@comporium.net or Vickey Fulton at 
fultonvc@gmail.com. You can either bring your 
ice cream pre-made or bring your ice cream maker 
to the Fellowship Hall and make it at the event.  

UNITY’S ANNUAL ICE CREAM SOCIAL IS BACK! 

As many of you are aware, Debbie Butler has 
announced her retirement from Unity.  Her last day 
will be August 25th.  In celebration of her 23 years of 
service, we will be accepting love offerings in any 
amount to be gifted to Debbie at a reception on 
Sunday, August 28th at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. (Note: no regular Sunday school classes will be held on this 
date.) 
 

Please make offerings payable to Unity Presbyterian 
Church and note “Debbie Butler Love Offering" in the 
memo line. Mail to Unity Presbyterian Church P.O. 

Box 1267, Fort Mill, SC 29716 or drop off at the church office for Pam Bright no later 
than August 15th.   
Please contact Anne Cardozo (603-930-4123) or Doris Dunn (803-372-7119) with any 
questions. 
 

Blessings . . . The Human Resources Ministry Team 

NEW BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITY FOR FALL 

Have you always wanted to know more about the book of Psalms, the song book of the 
early church?  Join “Invitation to the Psalms”, a 10 week study that will meet on 
Wednesdays from 4-6 pm beginning Sept 7.  We’ll look at a variety of different types 
of Psalms and practice praying the Psalms. Come, make a deeper connection to the 
world of the Psalms so that these well-known scriptures can help you give voice to all 
aspects of our human experience---joy, faith, uncertainty and sorrow. Contact Joan 
Boardman at joanb5026@gmail.com  to register by August 1. 

SUMMER FELLOWSHIP AT UNITY 

mailto:pbright@UnityFortMill.org
mailto:jthies@comporium.net
mailto:fultonvc@gmail.com
mailto:joanb5026@gmail.com


WOMEN’S RETREAT 

Prayer Squares are now available in the Narthex. A 
prayer square is a piece of knitted or crocheted cloth, 
around 5 inches square, that can function as a small 
version of a prayer shawl. Placed in a pocket, backpack, 
or purse, the prayer square serves as a reminder to pause 
and pray, and is also a reminder that someone has 
already prayed for you. These are provided by Creative 
Connections/Unity Knitters. Please take one for yourself 
or to share and know that God is always with you.  

Come join the women of Unity for a weekend at the 
Winsborough Lodge at Montreat! Our theme is 
focused on “Remember, Celebrate, Anticipate”, and 
our very own Reverend Molly Spangler will be our 
speaker for the weekend. You will have the 
opportunity for fellowship, study, and even a service 
project if you choose. 
 

Please note for accommodations: We are not asking 
any participants to share a bed, but you will be asked to share a room. There are spots 
where you can share floor preferences and roommate requests upon registration. Upon 
completion of your registration, you will receive a “what to expect/before we go” 
packet. Please reach out to Jennifer Brindisi at (206) 225-4662 to register. 

ENDOWMENT PROGRAM ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 

Current Funds Available 

On June 13, the Board authorized the distribution of up to $14,000 for the 2022 – 2023 
fiscal year.  If your ministry team would like to fund a program or activity not funded by 
the budget, please submit the document (linked below) to Pam Bright, Financial 
Manager by August 7. Distribution requests will be reviewed by the Endowment Board 
and announced on Endowment Sunday, September 25. The Board will accept 
distribution requests after August 7, but additional funds may not be available until after 
June 30, 2023.  

Please visit our website at https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/unity-endowment
-program-accepting-applications-for-funds/ to access the documents and for more 
information about the distribution timeline. 

PRAYER SQUARES ARE AVAILABLE! 

We like to think of summer as 
being a relaxing, enjoyable time, 
but hurts, struggles, crises, and 
problems don’t take a vacation. 
Often our difficulties seem even 

worse during the summer 
because everyone else seems to 
be enjoying life while you are 

feeling down. If you are 
experiencing a difficult time—

emotionally, spiritually, or 
relationally—you don’t have to 

suffer alone.  
Our Stephen Ministers are 
trained caregivers, ready to 

listen, care for and encourage 
you, pray with and for you, and 
provide one-to-one Christian 

care to help you through 
whatever it is that you are 

facing. It will make a difference 
in your life!  

To learn more about Stephen 
Ministry, please contact one of 
our referral coordinators, Susan 
Mobley or Dave Johnson, via 

email at 
Stephenministryreferrals@unity
fortmill.org or call a pastor at 
the church office - 803-547-

5543.  
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“What is it with this game anyway?!  I don’t get it – it’s SO confusing!” 
“What’s the difference between a Flanker, a Split End, and a Wide Receiver?  What does 2nd 
and 7 mean?  What’s the Line of Scrimmage?” 
 
Feeling left out? 
 
Join Jim Lester, leader of Unity’s high school discussion group “Sports Fanatics”, for 
Football 101 – Football Basics.  All are invited!  I’ll help you understand more about 
the game that so many people are drawn to in the Fall. 
We’ll meet on Sunday afternoon, August 7, from 2:00 to 4:00pm in Fellowship Hall. 
The Panthers first pre-season game is on August 13; the first college games are on 
August 27.  A new season is upon us! 
 
Let’s get you in the game . . . and into the conversation! 

FOOTBALL 101 

https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/unity-endowment-program-accepting-applications-for-funds/
https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/unity-endowment-program-accepting-applications-for-funds/
mailto:Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org
mailto:Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org


FROM THE FINANCIAL OFFICE & STEWARDSHIP  
ASHEVILLE YOUTH 

MISSION 
 

A few weeks ago our youth 
attended Asheville Youth 

Mission (AYM). They had the 
best time learning about God’s 

“kindom”, a place where 
everyone has what they need to 

succeed. They also visited 
multiple organizations that 
focused on helping those 

experiencing food insecurity 
and houselessness.  

It is an understatement to say that the past five years at Unity have been turbulent.  But 
the response by the members and staff of this congregation have demonstrated a strong 
faith and resiliency.   We now have a strong team of clergy serving us, a beautifully 
refurbished Historic Sanctuary and a lovely courtyard and labyrinth.   
We donated over $190,000 to the Imagine the Possibilities (ITP) campaign, combined 
with some insurance funds and a large estate gift, which allowed us to cut our monthly 
payment nearly in half to just under $6,900. 
We’ve implemented strong protocols for working with COVID and participation in 
church life, mission and ministry is moving back to normal levels.  We also took 
advantage of the time we were social distancing to take on some projects around the 
campus with restricted and designated funds.   
Here is a summary of our budgeted financial activity: 

 
For more information about this and our other ministries, please attend our annual 
congregational meeting on August 7 at 10:00 in the Sanctuary. 
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Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  

In-Person Worship/Livestream 

Worship 

 

11:00 a.m.  

In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 

Share Your  

Tithes and Offerings 

Online 

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry through Unity Presbyterian Church. 


