
Life at Unity 
 July 05, 2022 

Dear Friends, 
 
A pastoral colleague and friend, Rev. April Cranford, recently shared: 
 

In The Writing Life, Annie Dillard says, “How we spend our days is of course 
how we spend our lives." This summer, may we spend more time being fully 
present in relationships, thus setting a course of how we spend the rest of our 
lives. Let us sit on the front porch with a friend. Let us serve a stranger in 
need. Let us learn from experts in the field. In the summertime, let us establish 
a sacred rhythm during the months on the calendar and the hours spinning on 
the clock. In silent spaces and in powerful words, may we listen for the divine 
voice leading us to love often and serve well. 
 

These are good words for us to consider as we find ourselves in the middle of summer. 
How are you spending your days? Are you fully present with Christ, with your family, 
with your church family, and with your neighbors? What is distracting you from full 
attention?  
 
I invite you to create some space this week to consider how you are spending your 
days. How are you spending your life? Ask the Lord to direct you in any ways that you 
might need to shift or change priorities. Listen for the divine voice leading you. Love 
often and serve well. 
 
See you Sunday, 
Matt 

MESSAGE FROM MATT 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through worship, 
nurture, and service to all people. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY  
is extended to Denese 

Reichenbach and family in the 
death of her mother, Aline Bell, 

on June 23, 2022; to Kelly 
Spinner and family in the death 
of her mother, Valerie Keipper, 
on June 23, 2022; and to Mike 

Jamison and family in the death 
of his sister, Judy Jamison 
Helms, on June 26, 2022.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS   
to Kevin and Kristen Fulton in 
the birth of their son, “Bennett 
Alexander Fulton”, on June 29, 
2022.  Proud grandparents are 
Chris & Cheri Gall and John & 

Sharon Fulton. 

 

THANK YOU 

The family of Bob Sullivan 
expresses their sincere 

appreciation for your prayers, 
cards, calls and support during 
the past several months. We are 

very grateful to our church 
family and staff.   

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 

Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Closed on Fridays) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

Empowered by the Spirit - June and July Preaching and Worship Series 
As Presbyterians we are not typically known as the Christians who are most in touch 
with the third person of the Trinity - the Holy Spirit. And yet, over the course of the 
last six months or so, a number of questions and wonderings about the Holy Spirit 
have been raised. We’ve taken this as a divine nudge to spend more time with the Holy 
Spirit in worship during the months of June and July. We’re excited about this series: 
Empowered by the Spirit as each week we’ll lift up a different biblical image of the 
Holy Spirit and think about how the Spirit empowers us for faithful service in the 
world today. 
 

July 10 - Water  

July 17 - Dove 
July 24 - Comforter 
July 31 - The Dance 
 

What questions or wonderings do you have about the Holy Spirit? Let Dr. Matt, Molly, 
or Mark know, and we’ll see if we can work them into the series this summer. 
We pray that the Spirit will bring great power and energy to our preaching and worship 
in June and July and suspect that we’ll be blown to places we haven’t even imagined 
yet! 

EMPOWERED BY THE SPIRIT 
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LATE JULY 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

16 -- Jason Leventis; Kathryn 
McGregor; Susan Palmer; 
Rachel Stempler  
 
17 -- David Coleman; Jim 
Luebbe  
 
19 -- Ryan Barrett; Jo Evans; 
Ann Mathers  
 
20 -- Ronnie Dunn; Judd 
Glasco; Emily Kuhn; Brion 
Ostrander; Ella Tatum  
 
21 -- Ken Bickett; Nate Ernst; 
Kristen Fulton; Kathryn Glenn; 
Gina Mitchell  
 
22 -- Stacey Kuhn; Karen Steika; 
Emily Wyndham; Reed 
Wyndham  
 
23 -- Leo Angle; Betty Kimbrell; 
Cecelia Rogers  
 
24 -- Bill Gaither; Daryl Kidd; 
Madison Lake; Brick Oltmann; 
Caroline Prescott; Beth Sidwell  
 
25 -- Charlotte Walker; Harrison 
Walker; Ginger Walker  
 
26 -- Lily Bates  
 
27 -- Harrison Carter; Brielle 
Fox; Susana Harper 
 
28 -- Jennifer Brindisi  
 
29 -- London Coker; Sue Putze; 
Xander Trueb; Megan Welfare  
 
30 -- Cameron Bradner; Randi 
Cramer; Steve Gribble; Marilyn 
Hagood; Beth Rice; Kendra 
Ryan  
 
31 -- George Angle; Marianna 
Balcerzak; Zachary Coffman; 
Matt Savage  

REALM® CONVERSION COMING SOON! 

Unity’s move to its new record management system is coming soon! By the end of 
July all our records will be moved to the new REALM® system. What changes will you 
as a church member be seeing? 

▪ Around July 19th there may be some time when links to our online giving will not 
work for a few days. There is no cause for alarm, this is just a part of the conversion 
process, and links to the new system will be added to our website as quickly as 
possible. 

▪ Those who currently have scheduled online giving may also see a delay of their 
scheduled gifts by a day or two. Again, there is no cause for alarm, all contributions 
will be properly recorded and processed once the conversion is complete. 

▪ Beginning approximately July 22nd Members and Friends of Unity who currently log 
into our AccessACS system will receive information upon logging in about how to 
access the new system. 

These exciting changes will offer new ways for us to 
communicate and connect as a church community. In 
the coming weeks and months you will be hearing 
more about how you can plug in and start connecting. 
Please stay tuned!! 

CHANGE FOR THE CHURCH 

Unity’s annual Change for the Church 
Offering will be received throughout the 
month of July.  During this time, we 
encourage everyone to collect their household 
change and donate to Unity for the following 
missions:  One-half of the offering will be 
used to provide school supplies for children in 
need in the Fort Mill School District through 
the Foundation for FM Schools’ Classroom 
Ready project.  The other half of the offering 
will provide aid to those in Syria impacted by 
the ongoing Civil War.  Funds will be sent 
through the Presbytery to the Presbyterian Church’s National Evangelical Synod of 
Syria and Lebanon.  Since 2012, they have been providing food, supplies, and direct aid 
to families in need.  Buckets will be placed in the Narthex during the month of July for 
you to bring your loose change, folding money, and checks.  You may also give online 
to the Change for the Church fund or mail/drop off a check to the church office marked 
for the “Change for the Church” fund.  Change for the Church also means casual 
dress for worship during the month of July.  

While Sunday morning worship at Unity is always “come as you are,” you’ll notice a bit 
of a change during the month of July. There has been a long-standing tradition at Unity 
called “Change for the Church” in July. It corresponds with the special offering that we 
receive this month, and it means that our dress for worship is even more relaxed. You’ll 
see your pastors, music director, and choir members without robes. You’ll see a few 
more shorts and polo shirts and a few less sport coats and dresses. Again, we are always 
welcome in worship no matter the clothes we wear, but we do invite you to take 
advantage of a time to be even more relaxed in July.   

CASUAL DRESS IN JULY AT UNITY 
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For more information on 

“What’s Happening” at 

Unity, please visit… 

www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 

FAMILY CHOIR 

DEAR CHURCH FAMILY, 

After three long years, we will again be 
doing Family Choir for a couple of 
weeks this summer, and YOU are 
invited to sing! Family Choir is open to 
children (who are readers), youth, and 
adults. On July 10 and July 31, we will 
rehearse at 10:30 AM in the choir 
room in preparation for the 11:00 
worship service. This is a great 
opportunity for singers who can’t 
commit to participation in the choir 

throughout the year, as well as a chance for potential new choir members to try it out. 
Please contact Margaret Monroe at mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org with any questions. 

FAMILY FUN NIGHTS 
 

Mark your calendar for Family 
Fun Nights. Fun for the entire 

Unity family will be held 
Sunday, July 31st from 5:30-
7:30 PM on the front lawn. 

Everyone of every age is invited 
for this time of fun and 

fellowship with food trucks, 
games, and an opportunity to 
connect and reconnect with 

others.  

JOIN US FOR TOGETHER 
AGAIN: SUMMER 

FELLOWSHIP AT UNITY 
at 10:00 AM each Sunday 
morning this summer for 

coffee, lemonade and 
fellowship. All ages are 

welcome. This is a time to 
reconnect or connect for the 

first time with your Unity 
family, meet someone new, and 

find a way to continue 
connecting with others. Special 

intergenerational activities 
will be offered again on July 

17th, and August 14th.  

The Session has called the Annual Meeting of the Congregation for Sunday, 
August 7 at 10 AM in the Sanctuary. The purpose of the Annual Meeting is to hear a 
“snapshot” report on Unity’s 2021-22 program and fiscal year, to celebrate the amazing 
ministry of God in our midst, to approve the pastors’ terms of call for the 2022-23 fiscal 
year, and to elect this year’s Congregational Nominating Committee. Child-care will be 
available for children age 5 and under. Be sure to come for this important moment in 
Unity’s life together! 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 

Unity’s annual ice cream social will be held on 
August 14th at 4:00 PM in the Fellowship 
Hall. You won’t want to miss it. We supply all 
your favorite flavors and even some you never 
heard of. If you are interested in churning a 
family favorite ice cream for this event, please 
contact Jean Thies at jthies@comporium.net or 
Vickey Fulton at fultonvc@gmail.com. You can 
either bring your ice cream pre-made or bring 
your ice cream maker to the Fellowship Hall 
and make it at the event.  

UNITY’S ANNUAL ICE CREAM SOCIAL IS BACK! 

As many of you are aware, Debbie Butler has announced her retirement from 
Unity.  Her last day will be August 25th.  In celebration of her 23 years of service, we 
will be accepting love offerings in any amount to be gifted to Debbie at a reception on 
Sunday, August 28th at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. (Note: no regular Sunday school 
classes will be held on this date.) 
 

Please make offerings payable to Unity Presbyterian Church and note “Debbie Butler 
Love Offering" in the memo line. Mail to Unity Presbyterian Church P.O. Box 1267, 
Fort Mill, SC 29716 or drop off at the church office for Pam Bright no later than 
August 15th.   
Please contact Anne Cardozo (603-930-4123) or Doris Dunn (803-372-7119) with any 
questions. 
 

Blessings . . . The Human Resources Ministry Team 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
mailto:mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org
mailto:jthies@comporium.net
mailto:fultonvc@gmail.com


STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a 

specific activity or the latest 

news and information on 

children, youth, and adults, visit 

us at . . .  

Website— 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

Facebook— @UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 
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Creative Connection/Unity Knitters are providing Prayer Squares in a basket in the 
Narthex. 

What is a Prayer Square? 
It is a piece of knitted or crocheted cloth that is 
around 5 inches square that can function as a 
small version of a prayer shawl. Placed in a 
pocket, backpack, or purse, the prayer square 
serves as a reminder: a reminder to pause and 
pray, and a reminder that someone has already 
prayed for you. Please take one and know that 
God is always with you. 

 

ENDOWMENT PROGRAM ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 

Current Funds Available 

On June 13, the Board authorized the 
distribution of up to $14,000 for the 
2022 – 2023 fiscal year.  If your 
ministry team would like to fund a 
program or activity not funded by the 
budget, please submit the document 
(linked below) to Pam Bright, 

Financial Manager by August 7. Distribution requests will be reviewed by the 
Endowment Board and announced on Endowment Sunday, September 25. The Board 
will accept distribution requests after August 7, but additional funds may not be 
available until after June 30, 2023.  

Please visit our website at https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/unity-endowment
-program-accepting-applications-for-funds/ to access the documents and for more 
information about the distribution timeline. 

 

 
CALLING ALL UNITY 

MINISTRIES 
 A Unity Ministries Fair is 

planned for August 28.  This is 
an opportunity to share with our 

congregation the various 
ministries at work here at 

Unity.  Each ministry should 
have a display and a few 

members of their team available 
to answer any questions about 
the work that they do on that 

day.  If you have any questions, 
contact Pam Bright, 

pbright@UnityFortMill.org 
 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 
The Men's Ministry Breakfast is 

held at 8:00 AM in the 
Fellowship Hall the 2nd Tuesday 
of each month.  Come for good 
food, fellowship, devotion, and 
discussion of projects on July 

12th. 

“THEREFORE” GROUP 

If you are widowed or a widower, you’re 
invited to join us. Our first July event will 
be  dinner at the Fish Market in Baxter 
Village.  We will meet there at 5:15 PM 
on Tuesday, July 12th.  To make your 
reservation, please contact Joyce White (803-
517-4727 or murrayw@comporium.net.)  
On Thursday, July 21st, we will meet in 
Room M312 at 10:00 AM to meet some 
new members and get reacquainted with 
other members. Contact Bud Oehrli (803-
230-0402 or oehrli@comporium.net) with 
any questions. If you are interested in the 
Therefore Group at Unity, contact Maggie Bost (704-609-5479 or mandjbost@gmail.com.) 
If you know someone who would enjoy coming to our events, please let us know! 
 Membership at Unity is not required. 

COMING SOON! 

https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/unity-endowment-program-accepting-applications-for-funds/
https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/unity-endowment-program-accepting-applications-for-funds/
mailto:pbright@UnityFortMill.org
mailto:murrayw@comporium.net
mailto:oehrli@comporium.net
mailto:mandjbost@gmail.com


WOMEN’S RETREAT 

Come join the women of Unity for a weekend at the Winsborough Lodge at Montreat! 
Our theme is focused on “Remember, Celebrate, 
Anticipate”, and our very own Reverend Molly 
Spangler will be our speaker for the weekend. You 
will have the opportunity for fellowship, study, and 
even a service project if you choose. 
 

Please note for accommodations: We are not asking 
any participants to share a bed, but you will be 
asked to share a room. There are spots where you 
can share floor preferences and roommate requests 
upon registration. Upon completion of your 
registration, you will receive a “what to expect/before we go” packet. Please reach out to 
Jennifer Brindisi at (206) 225-4662 with any questions.  
Click here for more information and to register: https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/
womens-retreat-registration/.  

CHILDREN’S ATTENTION HOME 

Did you know that through their 
Outreach Ministry, Unity has been 
supporting the Children’s Attention 
Home in Rock Hill for many years?  
The Children’s Attention Home was 
organized in April of 1970, to provide 
nurturing care and life-changing 
services for youth and families in need.  
They do this by providing safe housing, 
clothing and meals, medical care and 
mental health care as needed.  They 
help teens develop by providing educational assessment and academic support, weekly 
life skill groups and independent living instructions. 

 

Through a very generous bequeathment made to Unity, a portion of which was assigned 
to the Outreach Team for use, a new car was purchased by the CAH for use of its staff 
and students.   

 

Individuals and families can provide additional support to the CAH in three ways: 

• Volunteering time  

• Making donations according to the CAH wish list to be found on Amazon 

• Providing a meal or funding a meal by visiting the SignUP Genius page: The 
Children's Attention Home : Meal Partners (signupgenius.com).  This is especially 
important at this time as they have lost their cook and the kitchen is being 
remodeled. 

You can find out more about the caring endeavor by visiting their website: Children's 
Attention Home » About the Home. 

FORT MILL CARE 
CENTER 

 

The Fort Mill Care Center was 
organized by the local pastors 

35yrs. ago to support the needy 
in Fort Mill with a single food 

pantry. Currently the 501C non-
profit Center remains 100% 
volunteer operated. Besides 

food, assistance with utilities, 
prescriptions, and information 
about community resources for 
rent, housing, employment, and 

more is provided. It is open 
Monday, Wednesday, and 

Fridays from 9am-12 noon for 
clients and those wishing to 
donate. Local organizations 

besides churches give support by 
maintaining the facilities; 

cleaning, repairing, upgrading as 
necessary and more. Get 

involved by signing up for 
volunteering on the website.  

Collect canned foods with pop 
tops in your neighborhood.  

Make birthday boxes with cake 
mix, foil pan, and icing.  On 
your birthday instead of gifts, 

ask for canned food to donate.  
Unity and its members have 

been a source of revenue, food 
drives and volunteers. For more 
information go to the website:  

https://www.fortmillcarecenter.
org/  Come visit and Thank you!  
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https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/womens-retreat-registration/
https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/womens-retreat-registration/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054da8ab29a5f94-meal2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c054da8ab29a5f94-meal2
https://attentionhome.org/about/
https://attentionhome.org/about/
https://www.fortmillcarecenter.org/
https://www.fortmillcarecenter.org/


Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  

In-Person Worship/Livestream 

Worship 

 

11:00 a.m.  

In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 

Share Your  

Tithes and Offerings 

Online 

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry through Unity Presbyterian Church. 


