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Dear Friends, 
 

Several years ago Rev. Carol Howard Merritt wrote a book entitled Tribal 
Church: Ministering to the Missing Generation. It was her own account for the lack of 
younger adults in the congregations that she had served as she herself was a younger 
adult. 
 

The second chapter of Carol’s book is called Fostering Intergenerational 
Relationships. She recognizes that there are many ways in which our culture is segregated 
by age. Older generations watch the nightly news and younger generations get their 
news from the internet. Television producers gear programs and entire channels to 
appeal to infants, toddlers, children, tweens, and teenagers. We not only listen to a 
variety of music, but we collect it in different ways: records, CDs, downloads, and 
streams. Printed newsletters, e-mail, Facebook, Instagram, Snaps, and texts reach 
different generations with important information. With each passing day, it seems that 
our culture becomes more and more segregated. 
 

So, Carol argues that one of the only places where we still have “multi-
generational” interaction is in the church and it is crucial for our churches to find ways 
for all generations to listen to and care for each other.  
 

All of that is to say that I am particularly excited by the multi-generational 
possibilities this summer at Unity with “Together Again: Summer Fellowship at 
Unity.” Our congregation is blessed with members and friends of all ages and 
generations. Each Sunday morning “Together Again” will provide us with a chance to 
connect and reconnect, to build new relationships and rekindle familiar ones. Plus 
there’s coffee, lemonade, and cookies! It’s going to be a lot of fun!  
 

Join us this Sunday - June 12th - at 10 AM for a special time of being Together 
Again. I know you’ll be blessed by it and you’ll want to come back each Sunday you 
can for the rest of the summer. 
 
See you Sunday! 
Matt 

MESSAGE FROM MATT 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through worship, 
nurture, and service to all people. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 

is extended to the family of 

Janet Marie DeLisa Smith, who 

passed away on May 15, 2022. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS   
to Adam & Candice Fantone in 

the birth of their daughter, 
"Bryn Kathleen Fantone" on 

June 3, 2022.  Proud big brother 
is Brock. 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 

Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Closed on Fridays) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

Many thanks to the Unity staff and 
congregation for supporting Unity 
Preschool throughout the school year 
with donations of both money and time. 
Unity Preschool recognized our 14th 
graduating class of 23 children on May 
18.  These children will be feeding into 
several different schools in Fort Mill, 
Indian Land, and Rock Hill. What a joy 
to know that these children will carry 
Jesus' love with them when they begin 
their new adventures! We look forward 

to filling the rooms and halls of Unity with smiling faces and the sounds of love and joy after Labor Day when our 2022-23 
school year begins.  

CONGRATULATIONS UNITY PRESCHOOL GRADUATES 
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LATE JUNE 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
16 -- Joan Martin; Mac Young  
 
17 -- Cooper Briggs; Daniel 
Couchenour; Heidi Ernst; Julie 
Hooper; Joey Smith  
 
18 -- Norah Brindisi; Archer 
Rozelle  
 
19 -- Connie Grantham; Bryant 
Pettit  
 
20 -- Kevin Cramer; Maureen 
Ostrander; Blake Renken; Miller 
Shouse; Kylie Spangler  
 
21 -- Richard Grant; Sandy Rea; 
Joan Reid  
 
22 -- Collin Olinger; Mary Fields 
Spratt; Bob Tuthill; Kaitlyn 
Walker; William Wilkins  
 
23 -- Joe Flory; Eloise Scott; 
Spratt White  
 
24 -- Jackson Chamberlain; 
Scott Cost; Eisley Griffin; Seth 
Hall; Lauren Matherly; Charlotte 
Veltri  
 
25 -- Ellen Carter; Kim 
Dellinger; Brenda Honeycutt; 
Scott Kuebler; Elizabeth Mix; 
Ella Ostrander; Brian Rayl  
 
26 -- Lillian Coker; John 
Matherly; Krista Renken  
 
27 -- Pat Bartlett; Ann Wisz  
 
28 -- Greg Sova; Frances Stein; 
Cody Thomas; Kaylee Wolfe  
 
29 -- Easton Anderson; Laurie 
Rogers; Hawke Woodward  
 
30 -- Buzz Benson; Jace Griffin; 
Jackson Ringley; Alex Weller  

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Empowered by the Spirit - June and July Preaching and Worship Series 
As Presbyterians we are not typically known as the Christians who are most in touch 
with the third person of the Trinity - the Holy Spirit. And yet, over the course of the last 
six months or so, a number of questions and wonderings about the Holy Spirit have 
been raised. We’ve taken this as a divine nudge to spend more time with the Holy Spirit 
in worship during the months of June and July. We’re excited about this series: 
Empowered by the Spirit as each week we’ll lift up a different biblical image of the 
Holy Spirit and think about how the Spirit empowers us for faithful service in the world 
today. 
 
June 12 - Breath     July 3 - Fire 
June 19 - Advocate    July 10 - Water 
June 26 - Tongues    July 17 - Dove 
      July 24 - Comforter 
      July 31 - The Dance 
 
What questions or wonderings do you have about the Holy Spirit? Let Dr. Matt, Molly, 
or Mark know, and we’ll see if we can work them into the series this summer. 
 
We pray that the Spirit will bring great power and energy to our preaching and worship 
in June and July and suspect that we’ll be blown to places we haven’t even imagined yet! 

EMPOWERED BY THE SPIRIT 

Bruce & Gwen Edwards, by 
transfer from Palms Presbyterian 

Church in Jacksonville, FL. 

Robert Ryals, by transfer from 
Myers Park Presbyterian Church 

in Charlotte, NC. 

Andreas & Regina Schuhmacher, along 
with their son Nicholas, who is already a 
Unity member, and their son Lucas, by 
transfer from Grace Presbyterian Church in 
Fort Mill, SC.  
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STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a 

specific activity or the latest 

news and information on 

children, youth, and adults, visit 

us at . . .  

Website— 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

Facebook— @UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 

ITEMS NEEDED FOR 
VBS CRAFT PROJECT 

 
Please bring empty oatmeal 
containers, round baby wipe 
containers, coffee cans, and 
large yogurt containers.  A 

collection bin will be in the 
Narthex through June 

12th. We still need about 50 
containers 

Come play with us for our first intergenerational Sunday school event on Sunday, June 
12 at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. This event of connecting and reconnecting 
through play is for ALL adults, youth and children. As this recent article in the 
Presbyterian Outlook reminds us, play is a spiritual practice. In the article, Chris Lee, the 
first “pastor of play and discipleship” at Canyon Creek Presbyterian Church in 
Richardson, Texas, says, “We have lost so much the past year that perhaps, play, 
although seemingly the antithesis of what we need at the moment, is the path back. Play, 
it seems, can bring a joy and lightness to everything it touches, while at the same time 
striking a deeper chord within all who interact and play together… If I’ve played with 
you, we’re less likely to judge each other; we’re more likely to try to understand each 
other, give a little grace, build a bridge.” So, come play with us, meet a new friend, laugh, 
and connect with your church family. Refreshments will be provided. 

CONNECTIONS CLASS 

IF YOU ARE SEEKING, or are curious about, membership at Unity Presbyterian 
Church, the Hospitality & Evangelism Team would like to invite you to attend a 
Connections Class next Sunday, June 12th, at 12:00 noon in Room M312.  This class 
offers a brief introduction to the polity and history of the Presbyterian church, history of 
Unity Presbyterian Church, an overview of the many opportunities to participate in the 
life at Unity, and plenty of time for questions and answers.  A light lunch will be 
provided.  Registration by June 10th is requested.  Questions and registration should be 
sent to Jim Weller (jimweller@comporium.net). 

INTERGENERATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL EVENT 

WOMEN’S CHORUS 

All women, young women, and girls 
(who are readers) of the church are 
invited to participate in a special 
Women’s Chorus on Father’s Day, 
June 19th. We will sing at both 
services, so you can choose which 
service you would like to attend. The 
rehearsal schedule is as follows: 
June 12th—brief rehearsal in the 
sanctuary following each service, 
June 19th—8:15 or 10:30 in the 
choir room. The anthem is simple 
and easily learned—come make a joyful noise! Please contact Margaret Monroe at 
mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org with any questions. 

TOGETHER AGAIN: SUMMER FELLOWSHIP 

FAMILY FUN NIGHTS 
 

Mark your calendar for Family 
Fun Nights. Fun for the entire 

Unity family will be held 
Sundays, June 26th, and July 
31st from 5:30-7:30 pm on the 
front lawn. Everyone of every 
age is invited for this time of 
fun and fellowship with food 

trucks, games, and an 
opportunity to connect and 

reconnect with others.  

Join us for Together Again: Summer 
Fellowship at Unity at 10:00 am each 
Sunday morning this summer for 
coffee, lemonade and fellowship. All 
ages are welcome. This is a time to 
reconnect or connect for the first time with 
your Unity family, meet someone new, and 
find a way to continuing connecting with 
others. Special intergenerational 
activities will be offered on June 12th, 
July 17th, and August 14th.  

https://pres-outlook.org/2021/09/play-the-weary-world-rejoices/
https://pres-outlook.org/2021/09/play-the-weary-world-rejoices/
mailto:jimweller@comporium.net
mailto:mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org


FAMILY CHOIR 
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Our Church Is a Stephen Ministry Church!  
 
What Does this Mean for Our Church? 
It means that we have a ministry for our congregation in which 
trained and supervised laypeople can provide one-to-one 
Christian care to individuals facing life challenges! 
 Stephen Ministries St. Louis was developed to help pastors  
provide Christian care and support to people in the congregation 
and community. Unity enrolled in the Stephen Ministry program 
November 23, 2016. 
Stephen Ministry consists of three main groups: 
 
Stephen Leaders consisting of lay leaders and pastors trained by Stephen Ministries St. 
Louis. The Leaders direct the congregation’s Stephen Ministers. At Unity our current 
Stephen Leaders are Dave Johnson, Susan Mobley, Sandra Moore, Lynn Ringley, 
Beverly Tysinger, and Rev. Molly Spangler. 
Stephen Ministers are lay congregation members trained by their Stephen Leaders to 
provide care to hurting individuals. Unity has 23 active Stephen Ministers. 
Care Receivers are people who meet with a Stephen Minister to receive care while 
experiencing a difficult time in life. 
 
If you or if someone you know would like to learn more about having a Stephen 
Minister, please contact one of our referral coordinators, Susan Mobley or Dave 
Johnson via email at 
Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org or call a pastor at the church office - 803-
547-5543. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

MEN’S MINISTRY 
BREAKFAST 

 
The monthly Men's Ministry 
Breakfast will be held this 

Month on the 3rd Tuesday of 
the month instead of the 2nd 

Tuesday to avoid conflict with 
Vacation Bible School.  All 
men and guests are invited to 

join us at 8am in the 
Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, 
June 21st for a meal, devotion, 

and fellowship. 

THEREFORE  
GROUP 

 
The Therefore group is 

designed specially for people 
who are widowed. Men and 

women of any age who fit this 
description are always 

welcomed. Our next meeting 
will be on Thursday, June 16 at 

10:00am in the Conference 
Room (room M312) on the 
third floor of the Ministry 

Building. We have invited Rev. 
Dr. Mark Verdery to come talk 
with us about how we can serve 
some of our shut-ins. Following 
our meeting we will have lunch 
together at Z’s Bakery and Cafe. 
Our next outing will be on June 

24 to see the Fort Mill 
Community Playhouse 

production of “Fox on the 
Fairway”.  If you are interested 

or have questions, please contact 
Maggie Bost by text or phone at 

704-609-5479.  

After three long years, we will again be doing Family Choir for a couple of weeks this 
summer, and YOU are invited to sing! Family Choir is open to children (who are 
readers), youth, and adults. On July 10 and July 31, we will rehearse at 10:30 in the 
choir room in preparation for the 11:00 worship service. This is a great opportunity 
for singers who can’t commit to participation in the choir throughout the year, as well as 
a chance for potential new choir members to try it out. Please contact Margaret Monroe 
at mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org with any questions. 

During the MDSF Luncheon on June 5th, 
Women of Unity awarded Lyn Evans the 
Presbyterian Women Honorary Life Member 
Award for 2022.  Lyn has served Unity 
Presbyterian Church for over 30 years in 
many ways, and was honored for this lifetime 
of service in the church and out in the 
greater community. Congratulations Lyn!! 

2022 PW HONORARY LIFE MEMBER AWARD 

mailto:Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org
mailto:mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org


For more information on 

“What’s Happening”           

at Unity, please visit… 

www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 
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STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN UPDATE 

SAVE THE DATE: 
WOMEN OF UNITY 

RETREAT 
 

The Women’s Spiritual Retreat 
is back!  We hope you will plan 
to join us in Montreat, North 

Carolina, the weekend of 
October 28th-30th, 2022.  Our 
retreat leader will be our very 

own Rev. Molly Spangler. We’ll 
be staying at the Winsborough, 
with meals provided nearby at 
the Assembly Inn.  Our theme 

for the retreat is “Remember, 
Celebrate, Anticipate”. Online 

registration is now open, with 
limited space still available. For 
more information or to register 

visit our website at 
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-

happening/. If you wish to 
register without internet access, 
contact Jennifer Brindisi at (206) 

225-4662. 

The Stewardship Team wishes to sincerely thank everyone who made a financial pledge 
and time and talent commitment as part of this year’s campaign. Our ministry and 
programs are only possible through the generous financial support and the volunteering 
of “time and talent” of our members. 
 
Here is an update on the financial results of the campaign. 
 

As of today, we currently have effective pledges from 275 giving units that total 
around $1,255,000. This level of effective pledges represents around a $48,000 
increase (+4%) in pledges over last year’s campaign. Given the challenges that 
everyone has been facing with the pandemic and rising inflation as well as the 
death or relocation of some of Unity’s faithful givers, we are very thankful that 
together your generosity represents an increase of financial support through this 
year’s campaign.  

Coupled with our projected starting cash funds, this puts us just short (around 
$8,000) of being able to meet our current draft budget of $1,475,000 for the 
upcoming fiscal 2022-2023 year. 

The current draft budget of $1,475,000 represents only a 2% increase over our 
21/22 budget even during this period of rising costs. This budget allows for at 
least a small increase in nearly every ministry team’s budget along with 
providing some salary increase for our talented staff. 

Also, through the Imagine the Possibilities campaign and other budget actions over 
the past few years, we have been able to reduce the sanctuary debt balance to 
$680,000. After refinancing the loan on the sanctuary debt, we anticipate 
realizing annual debt service savings of nearly $55,000 in next year’s budget.    

 
Finally, given that we still have an $8,000 gap to fully meet next year’s budget, it is still 
not too late to make a financial pledge or change your pledge to close this gap and 
actively support the ministry of our church. Please contact the church office if you 
would like to make a pledge.  
 
Again, thank you for your generous support of this year’s 
campaign. In the coming months, we are excited about the 
many ways in which we will see our church demonstrate our 
Love in Truth and Action – from connecting to our 
neighbors through outreach opportunities like Family 
Promise and 2nd Harvest  ....to summer camps, Vacation 
Bible School, Grands’ camp and mission opportunities 
where our children, youth, and adults have opportunities to 
both serve and grow in their faith while connecting with 
Christ and one another through worship here in the 
sanctuary and online.  
 
We hope each of you continues to find ways to support and participate in the ministries 
and programming of our church so that we demonstrate Love in Truth and Action 
through everything that we do at Unity. 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/


Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  

In-Person Worship/Livestream 

Worship 

 

11:00 a.m.  

In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 

Share Your  

Tithes and Offerings 

Online 

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry through Unity Presbyterian Church. 


