
Life at Unity 
 May 17, 2022 

Dear Friends, 
 
It is an amazing gift to serve a church that receives new members every month! As we 
continue to emerge from the pandemic, at every Session meeting the first item on the 
agenda after the opening devotion is to receive new members. I have always been 
blessed to serve growing churches, but it is truly wonderful to see how many new 
guests and visitors are making Unity Presbyterian Church their church home. 
 
In light of this wonderful gift, I thought I might remind all of us of something that I 
share with new members when I meet with them individually or join them for a Unity 
Welcome Coffee or Connections Class. And that is there is a significant transition that 
happens between “this is where I go to church” and “this is my church home.” Those 
who most successfully make that transition, tend to make four commitments: 
 
Worship - giving praise and worship to God is not only the purpose for which God 
created us, but it is also the largest gathering of the church each and every week. If a 
church is going to be or become your church home, a commitment to attending 
worship as often as possible is vital for your spiritual health and your connection with 
the larger mission of God in this place. 

 
Grow - until the kingdom of God comes in its fullness, God is not finished with us 
yet. There are always ways that we can grow in our faith and relationship with Christ. 
So, whether that is a Sunday school class, a Bible Study, a small group, a book club, or 
Monday Musings, commit to a way and a people with whom you will grow in your 
faith. 

 
Serve - God has given you particular and special gifts that you are able to share with 
our congregation and community. In our church home we all have the opportunity to 
serve. Perhaps you can share your gifts in teaching children, youth, or adults, singing in 
the choir, or being a chaperone on a youth trip. Maybe you are called to serve with 
Habitat for Humanity or Second Harvest Food Distribution or on a mission trip. 
There are so many ways to serve, so commit to sharing your gifts. 

 
Support - As we discussed during this year’s Stewardship Season, we care for and 
support the things that we love. Making a commitment to support the ministry of the 
church means that we make a choice to be intentional about our financial giving. It is 
easy to just give occasionally or to see if there is anything left at the end of a busy 
month. But being intentional in your support of a place and a people that you love, 
that is a significant step toward making a place you worship your “church home.” 
 
So, whether you have been a member of Unity Presbyterian Church for your entire life 
or are just visiting with us, I encourage you to think about these four commitments. It 
truly is an amazing time here at Unity and I pray you will want to find your home here 
with us. 
 
See you Sunday! 
Matt 

MESSAGE FROM MATT 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through worship, 
nurture, and service to all people. 

CONGRATULATIONS     
to Michael & Stephanie Benanti 

in the birth of their daughter, 
“Braelynn Rae Benanti”, on May 

7, 2022.  Proud big sister is 
Harper. 

 
 

LOST AND FOUND 
Have you lost a coffee cup, 

umbrella, some other item?  It 
may be in our Lost & Found 

located in the hallway adjacent 
to the Sanctuary near the 

elevator.  Unclaimed items will 
be donated to charity at the end 

of the month. 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 

Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Closed on Fridays) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 
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EARLY JUNE 
BIRTHDAYS 

 

1 -- Joan Boardman; Isa 
Johnson; Taylor Johnson; June 
Lochel; Ed Tatum  
 
2 -- Bonnie Christensen; Lyn 
Evans; Paul McIntyre; Bob 
Reid; Burt Welch  
 
3 -- Ashley Blake; Cecelia 
Creech; Terry Durso; Debbie 
Whitsett  
 
4 -- Chase Bowers; Laura Glenn; 
Annabelle Gload; Randy 
Higgins; Brickley Oltmann; 
Lorraine Ward  
 
5 -- Caroline Chamberlain; 
Madison Gregory; Jill Washam  
 
6 -- Gail Ellison; Ansley Griffin; 
Jad Griffin; Wendy Matherly; 
William Reigel; Mark Spinner  
 
7 -- Erika Derifield; Phil 
Hereford; William Howard; 
Laura Jamison; Mary Johnson; 
Lauren Lochel  
 
8 -- Joshua McCabe; Reagan 
McCabe  
 
9 -- Angela Chamberlain; Linda 
Hollandsworth  
 
10 -- Charles Creech; Seth 
Grossoehme; Ben Knight; 
David Macaulay; Chuck Randall; 
Travis Weldon  
 
11 -- Chuck Haynes; Adam 
Helms; Boden Smith  
 
12 -- Jill Kim; Luke Weaver  
 
13 -- Donna Eubanks; Randy 
Grantham; Grace Kern; Lauren 
Miller  
 
14 -- Rhonda Barrett; Emma 
Dowd; Jim Greyard; Tony 
Nutter; Julia Ringley; Allison 
Wyndham  
 
15 -- Mary Gregory; Ben 
Sullivan  

TAIZÉ 

SECOND HARVEST FOOD DISTRIBUTION 

Unity will host Family Promise the week of May 22nd– 29th. Please prayerfully 
consider helping. Use the link to sign up: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/4090448ABAA22A6FD0-family1.  If you have any questions, contact Dannie 
Vaughn (vaughndl@comporium.net) or Jennifer Brindisi (brinddd@gmail.com.)   

Empowered by the Spirit - June and July Preaching and Worship Series 
As Presbyterians we are not typically known as the Christians who are most in touch 
with the third person of the Trinity - the Holy Spirit. And yet, over the course of the last 
six months or so, a number of questions and wonderings about the Holy Spirit have 
been raised. We’ve taken this as a divine nudge to spend more time with the Holy Spirit 
in worship during the months of June and July. We’re excited about this series: 
Empowered by the Spirit as each week we’ll lift up a different biblical image of the 
Holy Spirit and think about how the Spirit empowers us for faithful service in the world 
today. 
 
June 5 - Wind     July 3 - Fire 
June 12 - Breath     July 10 - Water 
June 19 - Advocate    July 17 - Dove 
June 26 - Tongues    July 24 - Comforter 
      July 31 - The Dance 
 
What questions or wonderings do you have about the Holy Spirit? Let Dr. Matt, Molly, 
or Mark know, and we’ll see if we can work them into the series this summer. 
 
We pray that the Spirit will bring great power and energy to our preaching and worship 
in June and July and suspect that we’ll be blown to places we haven’t even imagined yet! 

A Second Harvest food distribution event is scheduled at Unity on Friday, May 27th, 
at 8:00 a.m. in the preschool parking lot.  Your participation is welcomed.  We will be 
loading grocery buggies from the various crates of delivered foods.  If you have plastic 
or paper bags on hand, please bring some.  There is a small element of clean-up as the 
event runs its course.  One task involves transporting any leftover food to the food 
pantry.  Returning the grocery carts and disposing of cardboard and pallets are also 
chores to do.  It all comes together thanks to your support and participation.  This 
event provides a good opportunity for our community to show love for one 
another.  Please come and participate. 

FAMILY PROMISE 

Our next Taizé service will be 
Sunday, May 29th. Join us at 5:00 
p.m. in the Historic Sanctuary. A 
Taizé service is composed of 
candlelight, Scripture readings, prayer, 
intervals of silence, and contemplative 
chants.  Our hope is that this time of 
quiet reflection will be a gift to us in 
this busy world and a time to deepen 
our connection with Christ.  

EMPOWERED BY THE SPIRIT 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448ABAA22A6FD0-family1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090448ABAA22A6FD0-family1
mailto:vaughndl@comporium.net
mailto:brinddd@gmail.com
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STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a 

specific activity or the latest 

news and information on 

children, youth, and adults, visit 

us at . . .  

Website— 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

Facebook— @UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 

For more information on 

“What’s Happening”           

at Unity, please visit… 

www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 

ITEMS NEEDED FOR 
VBS CRAFT PROJECT 

 
Please bring empty oatmeal 

containers, baby wipe 
containers, coffee cans, and 
large yogurt containers.  A 

collection bin will be in the 
Narthex through June 

12th.  Thanks in advance for 
your help! 

UNITY MEN’S SOFTBALL TEAM 

Did you know that Unity Presbyterian 
Church has a men’s softball team in the 
Fort Mill Parks & Recreation Church 
Softball League? Yes, we do! We are 
recruiting both returning and new players 
for this year's team. All abilities are 
welcome (they even let the senior pastor 
play!), plus players get a cool hat and Unity 
shirt. Games begin in June. Contact 
Sammy Pecarro 
(samrpecarro21@yahoo.com or 
803.571.2401) if you are interested in 
playing on this year's team. 

SAVE THE DATE: WOMEN OF UNITY RETREAT! 

The Women’s Spiritual Retreat is back!  We hope you will plan to join us in Montreat, 
North Carolina, the weekend of October 28th-30th, 2022.  Our retreat leader will be our 
very own Rev. Molly Spangler.  We’ll be staying at the Winsborough, with meals 
provided nearby at the Assembly Inn.  Our theme for the retreat is “Remember, Celebrate, 
Anticipate”.  Stay tuned for more details and registration information.  

WOMEN’S CHORUS 

All women, young women, and girls (who are readers) of the church are invited to 
participate in a special Women’s Chorus on Father’s Day, June 19th. We will sing at 
both services, so you can choose which service you would like to attend. The rehearsal 
schedule is as follows: June 12th—brief rehearsal in the sanctuary following each 
service, June 19th—8:15 or 10:30 in the choir room. The anthem is simple and easily 
learned—come make a joyful noise! Please contact Margaret Monroe at 
mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org with any questions. 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
mailto:samrpecarro21@yahoo.com
mailto:mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org
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What to say, or not say, to 
someone who is grieving. 

 
1. Simply express your sorrow, 

then follow the grieving 
person’s lead. 

2. Focus on the other person. 
The conversation should be 
strictly about the one who is 
suffering. Forget about 
yourself. You may be 
shifting the focus to 
yourself if you start a 
sentence with: 

• Well, I… 
• When I… 
• I remember… 
• My… 

3. Platitudes and cliches hurt 
and do not heal. Examples 
not to say are: 

• I know how you 
feel…. 

• It’s for the best…. 
• Keep a stiff upper 

lip… 
• At least…. 
• God doesn’t give 

you any more than 
you can handle…. 

• It’s God’s will…. 
We are not perfect and may 
make mistakes but most 
importantly be sincere and let 
God’s love shine through you. 
 
(From the book Don’t Sing 
Songs to a Heavy Heart by Dr. 
Kenneth C. Haugk, founder of 
Stephen Ministries, pastor and 
clinical psychologist.) 
 
If you feel that you need a 
Stephen Minister or know 
someone who might, please 
contact one of our referral 
coordinators, Susan Mobley or 
Dave Johnson via email at 
Stephenministryreferrals@unityf
ortmill.org or call a pastor at the 
church office - 803-547-5543. 
 

 

 

DEBBIE BUTLER’S RETIRING - IN AUGUST 

November 1, 1999 was an important day at Unity 
Presbyterian Church, as it was Debbie Butler’s first day 
as Administrative Assistant. If you have called the office, 
read a bulletin, made a reservation for a room, and so 
much more, you know that Debbie has been a vital part 
of the ministry of Unity Presbyterian Church for more 
than 22 years. Debbie has announced that she will be 
retiring on August 25, 2022. 
 
Plans are underway with The Human Resources Ministry 
Team and Dr. Matt for how Debbie’s work will be 
shared among our current staff members and potential 
new staff members, as well as for how Jacob Saylor concluding his time at Unity in April 
2023 will result in new staffing models for our church in the future. 
 
But for now, mark your calendar for Sunday, August 28th, when we will celebrate 
Debbie’s ministry during worship and watch for additional ways that you can join us 
in marking this time of transition for her. While we will miss her every day in the church 
office, Debbie’s not moving, so you can look for her in the pew each Sunday! 

What is a Donor Advised Fund? 
 

A donor-advised fund (DAF), offers a unique giving opportunity.  It is especially 
appealing to individuals who are interested in staying involved in the giving process. 
It is like a charitable investment account, for the sole purpose of supporting charitable 
organizations you care about. When you contribute cash, securities or other assets to a 
donor-advised fund, you are generally eligible to take an immediate tax deduction. Then 
those funds can be invested for tax-free growth and you can recommend grants to 
virtually any IRS-qualified public charity, including churches. 
 

How does a Donor-Advised Fund work? 
 

Make a tax-deductible donation 
Donate cash, stocks or non-publicly traded assets such as private business interests, 
cryptocurrency and private company stock to be eligible for an immediate tax 
deduction. Appreciated assets may be deductible at the current fair market value and will 
bypass capital gains tax liability. 
A contribution to a donor-advised fund is an irrevocable commitment to charity; the 
funds cannot be returned to the donor or any other individual or used for any purpose 
other than grant-making to charities. 
 
Grow your donation, tax-free 
Your donation can potentially grow over time with no tax consequences for you, 
making available even more money for charities. Most investment organizations have a 
variety of investment options from which you can recommend an investment strategy 
for your charitable dollars. 
 
Support charities you love, now or over time 
You can support virtually any IRS-qualified public charity with grant recommendations 
from the donor-advised fund—including Unity Presbyterian Church.  
 
Easy, no cost way to change charitable beneficiaries 
Although the assets in the DAF cannot be removed, you control their distribution 
during your lifetime and can name and change any residual balance without the help of 
an attorney, as you would with a will or a trust. 

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS 

mailto:Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org
mailto:Stephenministryreferrals@unityfortmill.org
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ASHLEY BABINCHAK 
Ashley Babinchak is graduating from Clemson University with a Major in 
Bioengineering, Biomaterials concentration and a Minor in Business Administration. 
 
School Activities and Organizations: Lead Bioengineering Student Ambassador and 
a part of the Bioengineering Student Advisory Council, Honors College Student 
Assistant, and Sigma Kappa.  
 
Honors and Awards: J. Wesley Davis Leadership Award from Clemson University 
College of Engineering, Computing, and Applied Sciences (Spring 2022), Poly-Med 
Outstanding Senior Award in Bioengineering (Spring 2022)  
 
"Thank you so much for your support over the past four years! I loved getting notes 
and treats from Unity in the mail! They were the best surprises and always made my day. 
We also got a Unity blanket when I graduated high school and it is very special to me 
and my family!" - Ashley  
 
MADELINE COST 
Madeline Rose Cost is graduating from Clemson University with a Major in Architecture 
and a Minor in Psychology. 
 
School Activities and Organizations:  American Institute of Architecture Students, 
National Member and Co President Senior Year; Presbyterian Student Association – 
Community Chair, Fellowship Chair; Intramurals; College of Architecture, Arts & 
Humanities College Ambassador  
 
Honors and Awards: Deans List or Presidents List every semester, Honorable 
Mention Award for 4th Year Architecture Studio Competition 
 
After graduation, Madeline will be an Intern Architect for McMillan Pazdan Smith 
Architecture in Greenville, SC starting in June. 
 
 
JACKSON RINGLEY 
Jackson Ringley is graduating from the University of South Carolina with a Bachelor of 
Arts in English and Global Studies.  
 
School Activities and Organizations: Sustainable Carolina and Ink! Undergraduate 
English Association.  
 
Honors and Awards: Yale Divinity School Marquand Merit Scholar, Phi Beta Kappa, 
Michael J. Mungo Pre-Seminary Scholar, N.G. Belser Scholarship, Ink! Literary 
Conference Academic Writing Award, & the President’s List. 
 
After graduation, Jackson plans to attend Yale University pursuing a Masters in Divinity.  

COLLEGE GRADUATE RECOGNITION 

It is with much discernment and prayer that the trip to Honduras for this July has been cancelled. While there has been great 
energy and enthusiasm to reconnect with that community in person, logistics and requirements of group travel right now are 
still challenging. We will stay connected with Tim Wheeler, the retired PC(USA) mission co-worker who usually hosts our 
group, to plan for the future. We continue to pray for our friends in Honduras as well as for the opportunity to visit and 
reconnect soon.  

UPDATE ON HONDURAS TRIP 



Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  

In-Person Worship/Livestream 

Worship 

 

11:00 a.m.  

In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 

Share Your  

Tithes and Offerings 

Online 

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry through Unity Presbyterian Church. 


