
Life at Unity 
 April 20, 2022 

Dear Friends, 
 
 In his poem, Manifesto: The Mad Farmer Liberation Front, Wendell Berry reflects 
on the faith and hope of those who till, plant, farm, and harvest the land. He describes 
the counter-cultural life of those who refuse to live for quick profits and paid 
vacations, choosing instead to embrace the mystery of growth and creation. Yet, the 
last line is the one that strikes home for me this week after Easter: Practice 
Resurrection. 

Yes, to “practice resurrection,” is the call for all of us as followers of Jesus 
Christ. We are witnesses to the resurrection of Jesus Christ two thousand years ago on 
that first Easter morning. And yet, that event of history is not captured there. It is 
present in our hearts, our lives, our minds, our hopes, and our dreams each and every 
day. Practicing Resurrection may be one of the best descriptions of the life to which 
God has called us together as the church. But how do we do that? 

Pastor and theologian Eugene Peterson suggests that we typically approach 
our Christian life as a self-help or do-it-yourself project. We want to read the latest 
commentary on scripture, learn new techniques for prayer, sing the right songs, and 
spend the appropriate amount of time in service to others. This busyness for God 
must get us closer to Christ, right? And yet, as we read the scriptural accounts of that 
resurrection morning, we find that our self-help or do-it-yourself spirituality is not a 
particular resurrection activity. In the scriptures we find puzzlement, astonishment, and 
surprise; an astonished willingness to stop what we’re doing, to stand still open-eyed, 
open handed, and ready to take in what is “more and other” than we can explain. 

My friends, in this Easter season, think about the last time that you were 
astonished, puzzled, or surprised in your faith. When did you last stop and wait for the 
Lord to appear to you as opposed to diligently seeking to find him yourself? When was 
the last time you were “lost in wonder, love, and praise”? I encourage you to slow 
down (just as the world is trying to speed back up) and practice resurrection. For God 
has bigger plans for you and for our church than we could possibly dream or imagine. 
 
See you Sunday! 
Matt 

People of all ages joined in the columbarium after our 
9:00 and 11:00 am Easter worship services to release the 
butterflies they had raised from tiny caterpillars during 
Lent. Easter Sunday is the beginning of the 50 day season 
of Easter, a season of resurrection. Our butterflies are a 
reminder of the gift of the empty tomb and the gifts of 
resurrection that are all around us every day. During this 
season of Easter, watch for other small miracles of 
resurrection like sunshine, rainbows, buds on plants. 
What signs of resurrection can you notice this year?  

MESSAGE FROM MATT 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through worship, 
nurture, and service to all people. 

CONGRATULATIONS     
to Jim and Jean Thies in the 

birth of their grandson, Haddon 
Rhode Pettus, on March 31, 

2022; to Ellen & Tyler Borland 
in the birth of their daughter, 
“Sutton Grace Borland,” on 

April 9, 2022. Proud new 
grandparents are Peter & Pam 
Bright; to John & Anissa Lee 

on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Jane Tucker 
Lee, born April 19, 2022 to 

David & Stevie Lee of 
Harrisonburg, Virginia. Aunt 
Abby and Uncle Jackson are 

also excited to get to know this 
newest member of the family.  

BUTTERFLIES HELP US CELEBRATE RESURRECTION 
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EARLY MAY 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 -- Dial Devaney; Travis Smith  
 
2 -- Andrew Burrell; Margaret 
Collom; Philip Mace  
 
3 -- Dorene Grant; Samuel 
Pecarro; Mark Schemine; Ben 
Weaver  
 
4 -- Cleve Fisher; Mike Fritz; 
LeAnne Morse  
 
5 -- Ryan Bunge; Elaine Evans; 
Tom McElmoyle; Kayla Orloff; 
Jessica Shamble; Maxwell 
Windham  
 
6 -- RJ Bates  
 
7 -- Owen Efird; Madelyn 
Jennings; Anna Mace  
 
8 -- Evelyn Creech; Amy 
Gamble; Eric Hansen; Brenda 
Joyner; Kate Pilley; Barbie 
Wynings  
 
9 -- Brian Fish; Layne Fisher; 
Jan Konkus; Ned McAteer; Jolie 
Palmer; Ken Sheets  
 
10 -- Joyce Gammon; Ann Neel  
 
11 -- Matthew Anderson  
 
12 -- Layla Brindisi; Brad Fox; 
Jennifer Smith; Jessi Young  
 
13 -- Michael Benanti; Lauren 
Cole; Lisa Henley; Nancy 
Nutter; Nicole Swainey; Beth 
Windell  
 
14 -- Heather Anderson; Justin 
Bossert; Courtney Channell; 
Lauren Mobley  
 
15 -- Noah Fike; Caroline 
Hoffman; Dawson McKinney  

 Children enjoyed participating in our Palm Parade at both services on Palm Sunday. 

PALM PARADE 

UNITY CHILDREN’S CHOIRS 

The next session of choir will begin on April 24th, with both choirs meeting 
together at 2:00. All children 4K-grade 5 are invited to participate, even if this will be 
your first time singing in choir this year, or your first time ever! Please contact Margaret 
Monroe, Director of Music, at mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org for more information. 

DUO 336 TO PERFORM AT UNITY 

Join us in the Sanctuary for an afternoon 
of music on Sunday, April 24th at 4:00 
p.m. We are excited to welcome Duo 
336 - Megan Lacher, piano and Peter 
Swanson, cello. The performance will 
feature music by composers Arvo Pärt, 
Max Reger, James MacMillan, and 
Samuel Barber. Both performers have 
recently completed Doctor of Music Arts 
degrees in performance at UNC-
Greensboro. Their desire is to share 
beautiful music with people in a time 
when so many live performances have 
been hindered by the pandemic. There is 
no admission for the performance, and it 
is open to the public. A freewill offering 

will be accepted in the narthex for Unity’s music ministry.  

HANDBELL CONCERT - APRIL 30TH 

On Saturday, April 30th at 2:00 p.m., the Musicality Ringers will present a short 
concert in our Sanctuary. If you’re in town for the Strawberry Festival, come join us! The 
Musicality Ringers is a group of mostly retired music teachers and ringing enthusiasts 
that have performed in the area for years, and they are directed by Nancy Smith. This 
short concert will feature both sacred and secular music for handbells. You may even 
recognize some of the performers from our very own Joyful Ringers! The event is free 
and open to the public.  

mailto:mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org
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CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 

Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Closed on Fridays) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

 
 
 

MEN’S CHORUS 

All men and young men of the church are invited to participate in a special Men’s 
Chorus on Mother’s Day, May 8th. We will sing at both services, so you can choose 
which service you would like to attend. The rehearsal schedule is as follows: May 1st—
brief rehearsal in the sanctuary following each service, May 8th—8:15 or 10:30 in the 
choir room. The anthem is familiar and simple—come make a joyful noise! Please 
contact Margaret Monroe at mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org with any questions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Sunday, April 24th , we will 
commission seven new Stephen 

Ministers. They are Jennifer 
Brindisi, Dave Johnson, Ann 

Mathers, LeAnne Morse, Cathy 
Schaefer, Rachel Scott, and 

Megan Watson. 
 

These seven people will have 
completed 50 hours of 

specialized training in Christian 
caregiving and join a team of 17 

Stephen Ministers at Unity. 
Stephen Ministers provide 
confidential, one-to-one 
Christian care to people 

experiencing a crisis or going 
through a difficult time.  

 
Stephen Ministers meet weekly 

with their care receiver for 
around an hour to listen, care, 
encourage, pray, and provide 

emotional and spiritual support 
for the person. Caring 

relationships last for as long as 
the person’s need persists. 

 
Please pray for our new Stephen 

Ministers—ask God to bless 
their ministry and work through 
them to bring hope and healing 
to those whom they serve. Pray 
also for the ongoing ministry of 
our current Stephen Ministers. 

Thank you for your prayers and support of our 2022 Confirmation Class: Lily Bates, 
Justin Bossert, Isabella Cardozo, Caroline Chamberlain, Ted Ernst, Katelyn Evans, Riley 
Glasco, Dehler Hart, Nicolas Schumacher, Tyson Shouse, Randy Sidwell, Hill Spinner, 
Mary Martin Spinner, and Ashley Trueb. Through a retreat in January, weekly classes 
during Sunday School, and meetings with their sponsors, this class has done so well in 
exploring their questions of faith and what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
Continue to pray for them as they meet with the Session on April 25 to share their 
statements of faith and then we celebrate with them on Sunday, May 1 at the 11 AM 
Worship Service.  

Save the date! Family Promise is restarting! Unity’s dates are May 22-29. We will need 
lots of volunteers. More information to follow. 

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY - MAY 1ST AT 11 AM SERVICE 

All ladies are invited to attend the Women of Unity’s Mother - Daughter - Sister - 
Friend luncheon. You can come with your Mother – Daughter – Sister – Friend, or you 
can attend by yourself. Be certain to reserve your place, beginning Sunday, May 15 for a 
delicious meal ($10 and $5 options) and an inspiring program. Event is scheduled 
for Sunday, June 5 following the 11:00 o’clock service in the Fellowship Hall. 

MOTHER - DAUGHTER - SISTER - FRIEND LUNCHEON 

PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY SUNDAY 

Next Sunday, May 1st, is Peanut Butter 
& Jelly Sunday.  Please bring donations of 
PB&J and/or other nonperishable food 
and supplies for the Fort Mill Care 
Center and deposit them in the collection 
bin in the Narthex any time you are at 
church.  This month the Care Center is 
requesting stick butter/margarine, block 
cheese, shampoo/shower gel/body wash, 
liquid dish soap, disinfectant wipes, and 
all purpose cleaner.  You can also drop 
off donations, including any 
refrigerated items, directly at the Fort Mill 
Care Center.  They are open MWF 9:00 AM to noon.  Please have them weigh the 
donation and please send an email with the total weight to Larry Terrell at 
larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net.  
To date in 2022, we have donated 1,362 lbs. of food and supplies.  Unity Men's Ministry 
thanks you for your generosity that strengthens our connections with neighbors in 
need.  

FAMILY PROMISE 

mailto:mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org
mailto:larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net


VBS registration has officially closed 
and we're thrilled to see so many 
children signed up for our incredible 
Food Truck Party! In order to give our 
kids a great VBS experience, we need 
volunteers!  
 
We're currently looking for team 
members for the following areas:  
- Decorations, Arts/Crafts & Science,  
Music, and Recreation.  
We're also in need of Shepherds, a Lead 
Storyteller and Storytelling Assistants, 
as well as an Assembly Leader.  Finally, we're looking for nursery helpers and 
assistance with sound and photography.   
 
Detailed descriptions of volunteer opportunities can be found on the Unity website. 
 
For more info, please reach out to Kendra Ryan or Jennifer Brindisi at 
VBS@UnityFortMill.org   
 
Volunteers may register online at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/70a0e49acab2ea2f58-unity 
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VBS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR GRANDS CAMP! 

LEARNING TO USE MY 
BIBLE 

 

Sunday, April 24 from 3:00-
5:00 pm 

For children in 3rd grade or older 
and a parent 

Families will move from station 
to station to learn more about 

how the Bible came to be, how it 
is put together, and how to use it 

to grow in faith.  
Register here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-

learning1  

WORSHIP AND 
SACRAMENTS 

 

Sunday, May 1 from 3:00-   
5:00 pm 

For children in 2nd grade or 
older and a parent.  

Families will move from station 
to station to learn more about 
baptism and communion, our 
order of worship, and explore 

parts of the sanctuary.  
Register here: https://

www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-

worship 

Grands Camp, a camp for grandchildren 4 years old 
through 5th grade and their grandparents will be held 
August 3-5 from 9:00 am – 12:00 pm each day. 
Don’t have grandchildren available to attend? 
Volunteer to be a surrogate grandparent for the week. 
Wish your grandparents could come, but still want to 
participate? Let Kathryn McGregor know and she will 
match you with a surrogate. This year, our theme will 
be “Love God, Love Neighbor.” We will explore three 
of Jesus’ parables from the gospel of Luke through 
worship, crafts, games, mission, LEGOS, and 
storytelling and snacks. Registration will run from 
April 18 to May 10: https://unityfortmill.org/grandscamp/ 

After a 2-year absence, the Outreach team is planning a trip to Trinidad, Copan, Honduras 
this summer from July 17-26. Tim Wheeler, a retired PCUSA mission co-worker, will be 
our on-site host. We will work in the municipality of Trinidad where we have worked 
many times. The current project consists of constructing concrete block homes for 10 
families. We will be helping the family members and friends assigned to work on the 
houses. 
 
Please email Bob Edwards at r_edwards@comporium.net for more information.  
Anyone going on the trip must have COVID vaccinations, booster, and your vaccine card. 
 
After our work week has ended, we will travel to Copan Ruinas for some relaxation, an 
opportunity to visit the Mayan ruins there, and do some shopping! 
 
It will be a trip to remember! 

OUTREACH TRIP 

mailto:VBS@UnityFortMill.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0e49acab2ea2f58-unity
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0e49acab2ea2f58-unity
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-learning1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-learning1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-learning1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-worship
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-worship
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-worship
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-worship
https://unityfortmill.org/grandscamp/
mailto:r_edwards@comporium.net


STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a 

specific activity or the latest 

news and information on 

children, youth, and adults, visit 

us at . . .  

Website— 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

Facebook— @UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 

For more information on 

“What’s Happening”           

at Unity, please visit… 

www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 

CPR/AED CLASS 
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LEMONADE STAND FOR UKRAINE RELIEF 

Allison Creek Presbyterian Church is hosting a golf tournament on May 2, 2022 at 
River Hills County Club to benefit Habitat for Humanity of York County.  Proceeds 
will go to funding for 2 new homes being built in York.  Visit this link for more 
information and to register: https://yorkcountyhabitat.org/event/charity-golf-
tournament/ 

Contact Molly O'Day at Habitat for questions at moday@yorkcountyhabitat.org 

CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT - MAY 2ND 

 
SUPPORT UKRAINIAN 

REFUGEES 
 

 The Presbyterian Mission 
Agency is partnering with 

sibling churches and 
ecumenical partners in Eastern 

Europe who are already 
providing assistance with basic 

items for survival for 
Ukrainian refugees.  

 
To provide financial support, 
gifts can be made online, by 
calling (800) 872- 3283, by 

texting PDAUKR to 41444, or 
by check made payable to 
Presbyterian Church USA. 

with "DR000156 -Ukraine" 
on the memo line.  

Mail to: Presbyterian Church 
(USA), PO Box 743700, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15264.  

 
If you prefer to make your 
donation through Unity’s 

online portal, choose “Disaster 
Assistance” and memo 

“Ukraine.” 

On Sunday, March 27, 2022, 
Harrison Martin, Georgia 
Menchaca, and Blakely Martin 
set up a Lemonade Stand for 
Ukraine Relief. They raised 
$519.00! 

A CPR/AED class will take place on Saturday, April 30th, from 
9:30 a.m. - noon in the Fellowship Hall.  Each participant will have 
his/her own table and practice mannequin.  Content will include basic 
CPR in adults, children, and infants, as well as use of the AED.  First 
aid for choking will also be covered.  Cost is $40.00 and is payable with 
cash only upon arrival.  Please arrive about 10 minutes early to register. 
Instruction will be provided by Innovative Solutions of Charlotte. 
Certification is valid for two years.  Consider joining this interactive and informative 
class.  The first few minutes of an emergency are critical. Know what to do until first 
responders arrive.  
Contact Debbie Butler (dsbutler@unityfortmill.org; 803-547-5543) or Susan Benfield 
(803) 984-6100 or sbenfield@comporium.net. 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Weym1elrTYCag4iYZ7jLv_5NleAaBKevQ5e2bSx6qrd4UW6EvXuvlFLRjFwUTlmbBIobiZ2B3GF7G3BfoygVR_uO_e9rgERFtTRZET42v58GpKKcj3TNSJxG-tdYAcEx8j7guRO5ZJp4zu3lawZWmBOMpTeYVKgBksTBk_q7hrLebk2zojq-s22OpggNRFfMw26ftjPyE6U=&c=O9HYIhQGP5L2toljs4AD
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Weym1elrTYCag4iYZ7jLv_5NleAaBKevQ5e2bSx6qrd4UW6EvXuvlFLRjFwUTlmbBIobiZ2B3GF7G3BfoygVR_uO_e9rgERFtTRZET42v58GpKKcj3TNSJxG-tdYAcEx8j7guRO5ZJp4zu3lawZWmBOMpTeYVKgBksTBk_q7hrLebk2zojq-s22OpggNRFfMw26ftjPyE6U=&c=O9HYIhQGP5L2toljs4AD
mailto:moday@yorkcountyhabitat.org
mailto:dsbutler@unityfortmill.org
mailto:sbenfield@comporium.net
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With sadness but much appreciation, last year Unity received a legacy gift totaling $639,066, which accumulated 
$1,534 in interest for a total of $640,600.  This gift did not have any restrictions so we were able to consider the 
current needs of our church community.  After much prayer and discernment, the funds were allocated to our 

ministry as follows: 

      

 Endowment  $    300,000    
Our growing Endowment funded seven church 
projects and missions projects outside of our General 
Fund budget in 2021. 

 

 
General Operating 

Reserve Fund 
       121,796    

In anticipation of the loss of this donor's annual 
contributions and the effect of Covid on our budget 
we increased reserves. 

 

 Outreach          60,000    

Funds for: a vehicle for the Children's Attention 
Home in Rock Hill; a kitchen in a Guatemalan 
school; construction of homes in Honduras; and 
reserves for a future Historic Paradise Community 
project in Fort Mill. 

 

 Debt Reduction           50,000    Contribute to lowering future payments.  

 Deferred Maintenance          40,000    
To date, major kitchen equipment maintenance; 
supplement high school youth room renovation. 

 

 

Upgrade Sanctuary 
Audio/Visual 
Equipment 

         28,804    

Improved the quality of cameras for better 
webcasting; added a camera to enhance taping of 
weddings and services; replaced AV switcher and 
monitor. 

 

 Youth Ministry          20,000    High school youth room renovations.  

 Children's Ministry          20,000    Future use.  

 Total  $    640,600       

      

Please consider Unity in your estate planning.  A legacy gift of any amount will leave an everlasting legacy on what 
has been important in your life. 

      

A LEGACY GIFT’S IMPACT 



FROM THE FINANCIAL OFFICE 

3rd Quarter Fiscal Year Summary (nine months ended March 31) 

Contributions      $1,081,063 (74.7% budget) 

Expenses      $1,027,177 (71.0% budget) 

Sanctuary debt balance                 $728,089  

 

2022 – 2023 Pledge Report 

 Current Proposed budget     $1,561,529 

 Current Projected Income    $1,447,380 

General fund giving supports all of our ministry activities, worship, education, staff and campus maintenance. 

If you have not made a pledge to support our General Fund, please make one soon. We are so excited to be able to gather 

together with one another and serve our neighbors again.  Our ministry teams are working on plans to re-establish old 

connections and create new ones.  We hope you will make connections here too. 
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EASTER PHOTOS! 



Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  

In-Person Worship/Livestream 

Worship 

 

11:00 a.m.  

In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 

Share Your  

Tithes and Offerings 

Online 

Thank you for supporting God’s ministry through Unity Presbyterian Church. 


