
Life at Unity 
 January 18, 2022 

Dear Friends, 
 
With our theme for Advent and Christmas, “The Light Still Shines,” we did 

not spend much time with some of the familiar characters who gathered to celebrate 
Jesus’ birth. As we continue into this new year, I thought we might circle back to the 
travelers who brought gifts to the Christ child, the magi who we normally celebrate on 
January 6th or Epiphany. They saw his star at its rising and came to pay homage to 
him. Along the way they must have spent many nights looking at the stars and 
wondering what the future would hold, even as they were sustained by all that had led 
them to that moment.   
 

When my kids were small, I spent quite a few nights with them looking at the 
stars on camping trips with the Cub Scouts or just in the backyard. I fondly remember 
the first time I took Will and Sam camping. The campsite was not very remote – just a 
few steps off the back deck of my parents’ house in West Virginia. They “helped” set 
up the tent and spread their sleeping bags on large foam cushions inside. They carefully 
placed stuffed animals and pillows on their sleeping bags and found spots for their new 
flashlights. It was certainly more luxurious than my first camping experience! 
 

My dad had some large rocks that we made into a circle so we could have a 
fire.  With sticks found under the trees, we roasted marshmallows and made s’mores. 
With the same pie irons we used when I was a child, we made hot apple pies. As the 
wood crackled and popped, we watched the sparks rise up into the night sky. Far from 
the city lights, the sparks seemed to join the stars in the wonders of creation.   

 
Our snack complete, we climbed into the tent.  After saying our prayers, 

reading a story or two, and talking for a few minutes, Will and Sam drifted off to sleep. 
They both slept remarkably well until morning. All in all, it was a great adventure. 

 
In many ways, our life together as a church is like that camping experience. 

We are fellow travelers with the ancient wise men. We too are looking for the one who 
is our Lord and king. We travel together and stop from time to time to spend the 
night. Together we seek to make a comfortable place to rest for ourselves and those 
who depend upon us. We bond over cook fires as we share the provisions we’ve 
brought. Somehow, our food seems more delicious when it’s shared with laughter and 
tears. As we watch the sparks from our fires rise to the heavens we begin to see the 
glories of all that God has made and hope that others might be drawn together and 
warmed by the light. With prayers and stories we drift off to sleep, confident that God 
holds us secure until morning breaks and the journey begins again. 

 
Thank you for the privilege and honor of being your traveling companion! I 

look forward to seeing where God calls us to go next as together we seek the child 
born in Bethlehem. 

 
God bless, 
Matt 

MESSAGE FROM MATT 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through worship, 
nurture, and service to all people. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY  
is extended to Jim Thies and 

family in the death of his 
brother, Thomas Thies, on 

January 3, 2022;  
to the family of Thomas W. 

“Tommy” Hardwick, Jr., who 
passed away on January 9, 2022;  
 to Danny Brindisi and family in 
the death of his father, Dominic 

Brindisi, on January 17, 2022. 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a 

specific activity or the latest 

news and information on 

children, youth, and adults, visit 

us at . . .  

Website— 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

Facebook— @UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 

For more information on 

“What’s Happening”           

at Unity, please visit… 

www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
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EARLY FEBRUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 -- Jon Hattaway; Pat Proctor  

 

2 -- Bob Edwards; Libby Kern; 

Terra Patterson; Adam G. Smith  

 

3 -- Lucho Chinchilla; Sue 

Roberts; Carol Wilson  

 

4 -- Maren Brindisi; Sarah 

Catherine Swinford  

 

6 -- Rodman Mowen; Alexander 

Oppel; Jake Windham  

 

7 -- Blake Burrell; Will Rich  

 

8 -- Jim Lester; Bob Mobley; 

Wes Stokes  

 

9 -- Reid Bennett; Emma 

Campbell; Terri Turner; Anne 

Weeks  

 

10 -- Margaret Cameron; Karen 

Chase  

 

11 -- Marion Bradner; Keith 

Griffin  

 

12 -- Peter Bright; Dirk Masters  

 

13 -- Judy Long; Lynne Rayl  

 

14 -- Melody Astler; Hardwick 

Brooks; Jim Johnstone; Ann 

Windell; Jackson Windell; John 

Windell  

 

15 -- Brant Poore; Alex 

Windham  

GROWING CHRISTIANS RESUMING LATE JANUARY 

Calling all Current 4th and 5th graders: 
GC’s, a fellowship group for kids your age, 
will be held on Sunday afternoons from 
4-5 pm in the Historic Sanctuary Jan. 
23-Feb. 13.  We will play lots of games, 
build community amongst church friends 
your age, and participate in fun and 
meaningful hands-on mission projects. 
Watch for more information soon. Mark 
your calendars now to join us. Questions?  
Contact Kathryn McGregor at 
KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org  
or 803-547-5543  

WHEN UNITY CLOSES THE CAMPUS 

On occasion, conditions may exist that necessitate the closing of the church campus – 
the office, as well as activities and meetings.  The types of conditions that could force a 
closing range from inclement weather (storms and ice) to issues with the facilities (power 
outage and lack of water) and other situations.    
 
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW   
 
A. Unity’s first concern is always the safety of our members, community, and staff 

when considering closing the campus. 

B. Every effort will be made to communicate the decision as early as possible.   

C. If the decision is to remain open, no announcement will be made.   

D. When inclement weather affects Fort Mill and the local region, it is understood that 
the conditions may be worse in other areas.  If Unity makes the decision to continue 
with planned activities, each member and family is to exercise caution in 
determining whether it is safe to travel to the church campus.  Just because the 
church campus is open does not mean it is safe for everyone to be traveling. 

E. The primary means of communication will be . . . Unity website 
(www.UnityFortMill.org) . . . Unity email . . . Unity social media posts . . . Unity 
telephone system (803.547.5543) . . . www.WBTV.com . . . and WBT radio (1110 
AM / 99.3 FM).  

For more information, please contact Jacob Saylor, Church Administrative Officer, at 
jsaylor@unityfortmill.org. 

THANK YOU TO CLASS OF 2021 ELDERS AND DEACONS 

As we celebrated the ordination and installation of our new ruling elders and deacons, 
we also paused to say thank you to those who completed their term of service. The 
class of 2021 served with great faith, vision, and dedication through some significant 
years. Consider first that they agreed to serve in the midst of a pastoral transition. Then 
they were ordained and installed to active service a month after the December 2018 
campus fire. Then at the beginning of their second year the pandemic began! We give 
thanks to God for their leadership and service during these challenging days. We are a 
stronger and more faithful church in no small part due to their faithfulness. Thanks be 
to God! 
Elders: John Lee, Jim Lester, Pat McCabe, Kathy Sizemore, Larry Terrell, Darlene 
Williams, and Alan Strosaker 
Deacons: Teresa Campbell, Austin Devaney, Doris Dunn, Chris Henley, Hayes Jones, 
Don Rice, Joan Thomasson 

mailto:KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org
http://www.UnityFortMill.org
http://www.WBTV.com
mailto:jsaylor@unityfortmill.org
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Adults of all ages looking for a place to grow in their faith are invited to the Fellowship 
class, which begins Sunday, Jan 23 at 9:45 am in the Historic Sanctuary. The group 
will begin with a study of the Lord’s Prayer, using Adam Hamilton’s book by the same 
name. Come learn more about the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples.  

A NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ADULTS! 

TAIZÉ PRAYER SERVICE – JANUARY 30 

As we seek to live out our church’s annual vision of 
deepening, restoring, repairing, and forging new connections 
with Christ, one another, and our neighbors, the Worship and 
Music team invites you to experience a new style of worship. 
In every month with five Sundays, we will hold a Taizé prayer 
service in the Historic Sanctuary at 5:00 p.m. on the fifth 
Sunday. 

So what is Taizé worship? This ecumenical style of worship 
originated in a village in the Burgundy region of France. The 

monastic community was founded in 1940 with the mission of healing divisions 
between Christians and within the human family. The practice of Taizé worship has 
spread worldwide by believers from various Protestant and Catholic backgrounds. Taizé 
worship is marked by depth and simplicity, consisting of much singing and allowing 
space for silent meditation. 

What can you expect when you arrive? The Historic Sanctuary will be set with chairs 
focused on the communion table. The space will be dimly lit, and we will gather in 
silence. We will hear Scripture read, pray prayers of intercession, reflect during periods 
of silence, and sing songs. Taizé chants are simple songs, repeated several times. As we 
sing, the chant becomes a prayer of the heart.  

Our first Taizé service will be Sunday, January 30th. Join us at 5:00 pm in the 
Historic Sanctuary. Our hope is that this time of quiet reflection will be a gift to us in 
this busy world and a time to deepen our connection with Christ. 

BLOOD DRIVE 
 

Unity will host the first quarter 
blood drive on Tues. Feb 1, 
2022, from 2:30-7:00 pm in 

the Fellowship Hall.  Masks 
will be worn by donors, Red 

Cross personnel and volunteers. 
Appointments can be made 

online at RedCrossBlood.org 
and enter Unity. On the day of 

the drive, please visit 
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass 
to complete your pre-donation 

reading and health history 
questions. Please bring your 
Red Cross Donor card or a 

photo ID to your appointment. 
Eat iron rich foods and drink 
plenty of water prior to the 

drive. 
 

Blood supplies are low due to 
cancellations of drives and 

COVID issues. Please, if you 
are healthy, give the Gift of 

Life. 

WELCOME TO  
UNITY COFFEE 

 

A “Welcome to Unity Coffee” 
will be held on Sunday, 

January 23, 2022 in room 
M201 (Hospitality Room) at 

9:45 am. If you are interested in 
learning more about Unity 

please come! 

Evening Fitness Classes have been requested! We have an enthusiastic group and 
great attendance at our 11:15 am Monday and Thursday Fitness Classes. We are pleased 
to expand on the offerings. 
 
The Health Ministries Team is excited to announce that Unity will start fitness classes in 
the afternoon / evenings. The classes will meet Mondays and Wednesdays at 5:30 
pm in the Narthex of the Sanctuary. YMCA fitness instructor, Denise Tesh 
Carnahan, will be conducting the classes. There will be a nominal fee of $5 per class. 
The classes will begin Monday, January 31st. 
 
Maintaining a consistent fitness routine is so important at any age.  This fitness class is 
designed to be low impact to prevent injury while also increasing muscle strength, 
balance and energy levels.  Chairs will be provided for those who prefer seated exercises 
or require support while standing. 
 
Plan to attend these classes and see 
what a difference it can make in your 
health and in your life!!! 
 
To register to attend and for more 
details sign up at: https://
unityfortmill.org/happenings/unity-
fitness-classes-signup/ 

UNITY FITNESS CLASSES - AFTERNOON / EVENING 

RedCrossBlood.org
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass
https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/unity-fitness-classes-signup/
https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/unity-fitness-classes-signup/
https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/unity-fitness-classes-signup/


“THEREFORE,” A 
GROUP FOR WIDOWS 

AND WIDOWERS 
ORGANIZATIONAL 

MEETING:  
 

Join other widows and widowers 
on Thursday, February 17 at 

10:00 am in Room M102 for an 
organizational/interest get-

together for anyone interested in 
supporting each other and 

finding joy in this season of their 
lives. Any widowed men and 
women are welcome. Contact 

Maggie Bost at 
mandjbost@gmail.com for more 

information. 

“WAY OF LOVE” ASYNCHRONOUS GROUP BEGINS 

Centering Prayer will resume weekly in the Historic Sanctuary beginning Tuesday, 
February 1 at 1:30 pm and will continue through Lent.  
 
Centering Prayer is a method of silent prayer that prepares us to receive the gift of 
contemplative prayer, prayer in which we experience God's presence within us. This 
method of prayer is both a relationship with God and a discipline to foster our 
relationship with God. This is a wonderful quiet time to prepare for the resurrection of 
our Lord! Unity’s fall Centering Prayer time was meaningful for those who attended.  
Weather permitting, participants are welcome to walk the Labyrinth following our 30 
minutes of Centering Prayer.  
 
Please consider coming whenever your schedule permits, each session stands alone – so 
come when you can! Questions contact Susan Mobley swmnurse@gmail.com.  

Vacation Bible School will be held 
Monday, June 13 - Thursday, June 
16 from 9 am - 12 pm for children in 
Rising 4K-4th grade. Mission Camp 
will be held concurrently for children 
currently in Rising 5th and 6th grade. 
This year's theme is Food Truck 
Party! Get ready to cook up some fun 
and get on a roll with 
God!  Registration will open for 
Unity families, grandchildren of 
Unity members, and Unity Preschool 
families starting on March 

7th.  Registration opens to the public on March 21. We’re currently looking for 
committee leaders to assist with planning of: Music, Crafts & Science, Recreation, 
Decorations, and Bible Storytelling, as well as additional volunteers for snacks, nursery, 
sound, and photography.  For more info or if you feel called to help, please reach out to 
Kendra Ryan or Jennifer Brindisi at VBS@UnityFortMill.org 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

Make a New Year’s resolution 
to grow in your faith by 
participating in Sunday 

school! 
 

Meets every Sunday at  
9:45 am for all ages. 

Do you enjoy podcasts?  Do you like access to 
your faith formation opportunities on your own 
time? This study is for you! Each week for 6 
weeks, beginning Feb 13, participants will 
be sent a link to one of the "The Way of 
Love" podcast episodes to listen to on your 
own time. You will also be provided with 
weekly reflection questions and access to a 
platform where you can share your reflections 
with others from Unity listening to the same 
podcasts. Topics will include Mutual blessings through presence and relationships,  Learning to 
meet people where they are,  Turning to hope for the World and in our lives, Worshiping in public as 
witness, Going into the neighborhood to listen deeply, and Praying with our bodies and creativity. See 
more about "The Way of Love" podcasts here: https://media.episcopalchurch.org/
podcasts/show/the-way-of-love-with-bishop-michael-curry/ All participants will be 
invited to join in person for brunch on March 19th at local Fort Mill restaurant. Sign up 
to receive materials here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-the 
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ARE YOU DREAMING OF SUMMER? VBS IS COMING! 

CENTERING PRAYER 

mailto:mandjbost@gmail.com
mailto:swmnurse@gmail.com
mailto:VBS@UnityFortMill.org
https://media.episcopalchurch.org/podcasts/show/the-way-of-love-with-bishop-michael-curry/
https://media.episcopalchurch.org/podcasts/show/the-way-of-love-with-bishop-michael-curry/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-the


UNITY PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION 

UNITY PRESCHOOL VIPS 

The Regathering Team has approved our 
VIPs (Volunteers Impacting Preschool) 
in the classrooms. If you are interested in 
volunteering once a week or month and 
working with our Four's classes for an 
hour in the morning, please contact 
Linda Bunge.   

HOW CAN I HELP? 

UNITY PRESCHOOL UPDATE 

Unity Preschool Chili for Children Online 
Fundraiser: Because of continuing COVID 
concerns, Unity Preschool is humbly asking 
that you donate what you would have for the 
delicious Chili or Chicken Soup that we have 
previously sold on SuperBowl Sunday 
(suggested donation $10/quart). Your 
donations are used for our Unity Preschool 
Scholarship Fund. This Fund was established 
for current preschool families to use for tuition 
when they face unexpected financial hardships. 
Please donate online to the "Preschool 

Scholarship Fund" or make checks payable to "Unity Preschool" with "Chili" on the 
memo line.  You may mail checks or drop them in the church mailbox, church office, or 
Sunday offering plate.   

It has been a joyful and exciting year at Unity Preschool. We began our school year in 
September with 54 children in five classes.  The pandemic continues to allow us to be 
creative with both our indoor and outdoor space. As these pictures illustrate, we have 
had fun exploring our outdoor campus and using some new spaces inside our 
Preschool. We are grateful that we have been able to gather to teach our children that 
God’s love is always with us even during challenging times.  

Unity Preschool registration for the 2022-2023 school year is now open.  Please visit the 
Unity Preschool website (www.preschoolatunity.com) for important dates, forms, and 
details.  Registration forms for new students are due Monday, January 24. Please  
e-mail Linda Bunge (preschoolatunity@gmail.com) if you have any questions.  
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Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  

In-Person Worship 

 

11:00 a.m.  

In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 

Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Closed on Fridays) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 


