
Life at Unity 
 December 07, 2021 

Dear Friends, 

 

I am sure that Mary had big plans for the rest of her life. She was a teenager 

after all and teenagers always seem to be dreaming about the future. She was engaged 

to Joseph, a man with a steady job and who could provide for her. She had a home to 

prepare, friends to be with, and parents to look after. Most likely she had thoughts of 

having children some day, but that was some day. So much to do, so many plans made 

here and now. 

 

But then came the surprise of her young life. “Greetings, favored one! The 

Lord is with you!” And then came words of a baby who would be great, being 

overshadowed by the Holy Spirit, and her relative Elizabeth’s pregnancy.   

 

No wonder Mary was perplexed by the greeting the angel Gabriel brought her. 

It was a call out of the blue to an entirely new and different life. These were not the 

plans that she had made. This was not what she had intended for next month, for next 

year, for the rest of her life. She was engaged to be married, she had a home to 

prepare, she had plans. And now God had spoken and asked her to do something 

completely different that put everything else at risk. 

 

Isn’t that the way Christmas always happens. We make plans for it, we 

anticipate everything will go a certain way, and then suddenly we are confronted by the 

unexpected. An illness puts us or someone we love in the hospital over the holidays. A 

snow or ice storm knocks out power and prevents travel. The lights won’t work on the 

Christmas tree. The present we had picked out for someone special is out of stock 

(even before supply chain issues!). The oven turns off in the middle of cooking the 

turkey and dinner must be delayed. A new variant emerges just as we think we might 

be close to “normal.”  In my experience, well made plans for the holiday often need to 

be adjusted to meet new and surprising circumstance. 

 

Perhaps that is why the last words Gabriel spoke to Mary are the most 

important.  “For nothing will be impossible with God.”  That is our assurance and our 

hope.  We make our plans, but God makes greater ones.  We have our expectations, 

but God defies our expectations.  We anticipate the future, but God has a more 

glorious future planned than we could ever imagine.  Nothing will be impossible with 

God. 

 

This Christmas, as we plan and prepare for Christ’s birth once more, keep 

your eyes open for the unexpected ways that God is at work in our midst.  For often in 

the surprises, both the welcome and the unwelcome ones, we see the true gifts of 

Christmas. As those surprises come, may we respond like Mary with trust and faith.  

“Here I am, the servant of the Lord.  Let it be with me according to your word.” 

    

See you Sunday! 

MESSAGE FROM MATT  

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through worship, 
nurture, and service to all people. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is 
extended to Mike & Vereen 
Brown in the death of their 

granddaughter, Greer Winnie 
Brown, on November 13, 2021; 
to John Turner and family in the 

death of his sister, Carole 
Cauthen, on November 20, 
2021; to Pat Chadick in the 

death of her husband Bill, on 
December 2, 2021. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS  to 
Ted & Susan Benfield in the 
birth of their granddaughter, 
Chloe Elizabeth Dasher, on 
November 10, 2021.  Proud 

new parents are Greg & Kate 
Dasher. 

 

 

HISTORIC 
SANCTUARY STAIN 

GLASS PRINTS 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
made a donation in exchange 
for a Historic Sanctuary Stain 
Glass print. Your donations 

will be sent to the York 
County Council on Aging to 

support their nutrition 
program for area seniors. For 
many years we provided space 

for the program to meet in 
Unity Hall, the building 
destroyed by the fire in 

2018. There are still prints 
available for a donation of 
any amount. Contact Terri 

Turner for details, 
turnert2914@comporium.net. 

mailto:turnert2914@comporium.net
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THANK YOU LAUREN LOCHEL 

  

LATE DECEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

16 -- Christian Cosner; Guynn 

Savage; Tom Spratt 

 

17 -- Davis Chuck; Kelly Dela 

Cruz; John McCrae; Hayden 

Sova; Shirley Williamson 

 

18 -- Lindsey Briggs; John 

Gamble; Ellie Lubanski 

 

19 -- Reba Anderson; Stephanie 

Cost; Todd Friedman 

 

20 -- Matt Bossert; Jim Thies 

 

21 -- Whitney Norman 

 

22 -- Blaine Blackwell; JoAnn 

Cantrell; Jane Hudson; Gabriela 

Logan 

 

24 -- Landon Huddleson; Bill 

Ross; Graham Weller 

 

25 -- Mike Hill; Helen Knyfd; 

John Ward 

 

26 -- Caroline Honeycutt; 

Angela Pope; Peggy White 

 

27 -- Kurt Beshers; Connie 

Flory; Grace Howell; Matthew 

Hubis 

 

28 -- Heather Honeycutt; 

Audrey Hubis; Alex Luebbe; 

Pam McIntyre 

 

29 -- Emily Hubis; Courtney 

Potts; Melanie Sharpless; Bill 

Weaver 

 

30 -- Harvey Ellen Choate; 

Camille Hugg; Olivia 

McDonald; William Miller; 

Sarah Rich 

 

31 -- Jeff Hall; Bob Martin; Ian 

Stokes 

Lauren Lochel has resigned from her position as our 
Nursery Coordinator after almost five years of faithful 
service. She will continue to serve as one of our teachers 
in the Unity Preschool and looks forward to seeking 
new ways to worship, grow, and serve with her family 
here at Unity. Please take time to thank Lauren for her 
hospitality and welcoming presence in our nursery, her 
calm and loving leadership as a supervisor to our 
nursery caregivers and volunteers and her creativity in 
providing quality faith formation activities for our 
youngest children. For now, Kathryn McGregor will 
oversee our very competent nursery caregivers. The 
Children’s Ministry Team continues to be committed to 
quality care and formation for your nursery aged children and will be discerning what 
our staffing needs are as we move forward.   

Families with children: Unity is 
having a Birthday Party for Jesus on 
Saturday, December 11th, from 
10:00-11:30 am at Unity Presbyterian 
Church in the Fellowship Hall! 
Join us for crafts, games, and 
activities that remind us that Jesus is 
the Light of the World. Birthday 
Presents will be donated to the Fort 
Mill Care Center. Diapers and pull-
ups of all sizes, baby food, and 
formula are most needed at this time. 

To RSVP by Wednesday, December 8th, please visit 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-birthday2 or our website 
at https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/birthday-party-for-jesus/. 

BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS 

PASSPORT KIDS! CAMP 

Registration is open for Passport Kids! Camp to be held at Montreat July 5-8, 2022 for 
children currently in 3rd-6th grades. A non-refundable registration deposit of $100 is 
due by Jan 16. Visit the link to learn more/register: 
https://unityfortmill.org/passportkids-camp/ 

SUNDAY SCHOOL! 

Faith Formation for all 

ages 

 

9:45 am Every Sunday 

 

Find your class and come 

grow in your faith. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-birthday2
https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/birthday-party-for-jesus/
https://unityfortmill.org/passportkids-camp/
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CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 

Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Closed on Fridays) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

ANGEL TREE 

We are so happy that the Regathering Team 
approved the plan for Unity to participate in 
the Angel Tree this year. As in the past, we 
are helping families who are clients of the 
Fort Mill Care Center, our two RAIN 
(Regional Aids Interfaith Network) team 
partners, and Family Promise families. Please 
return your gifts/gift cards by NOON on 
Sunday, December 12, so they can be 
distributed to the families. We have three 
ways for you to participate this year: 

1. Angel Tree Gifts: The Angel Tree in the narthex has angels with gift suggestions 
for children and Walmart gift cards/personal care items for adults. Angels with gift 
cards for RAIN team partners will also be on the Angel Tree. 

2. Gift Cards for Family Promise: You may donate a Walmart Gift Card ($25 is 
preferred, but we will accept any denomination) for our Family Promise families. 
These unwrapped Walmart Gift Cards may be dropped off in a sealed envelope 
with your name and “Angel Tree” on the envelope in the Church Office, in the 
Church mailbox (in front of the Historic Sanctuary), or in the Gift Card box on the 
Angel Tree sign up table. 

3. Monetary Donations: You may donate online using the "Give Now" button on 
the Unity Website and choosing the “Angel Tree” Fund, or visit this link: 
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=92749 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Joyce White (murrayw@comporium.net or 
548-4135). Merry Christmas, and thank you for supporting families in our community 
during this joyous holiday season.   

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING 

 

TONY DEHLER 
AUCTION 

 
The Tony Dehler Circle has 

decided not to hold their annual 
Christmas auction this year. The 
agencies for which the auction 

raises money still need help. We 
would like to ask that checks be 
made to Unity, with the memo 

line Tony Dehler auction. There 
is also an online option where 
you can choose  Tony Dehler 

auction.  Funds will be collected 
from November 29-

 December 10. All funds will 
be equally divided between the 
Fort Mill Care Center and the 
Catawba Council on aging. We 

challenge everyone to give 
$21.00 in 2021.  

 

 
HOLY LIGHT 
Join us Sunday, 
December 12th, for 
a special worship 
service led by 
Unity’s Chancel 
Choir. At both 
worship services, 
we will be joined by 
a brass quintet and 
percussion, as well 

as some of our very own middle
-school youth! Holy Light is a 
service comprised of familiar 
carols, Scripture, and poetry. 
Come worship, sing, and 
prepare your hearts for the 
coming of the Christ child.  

Christmas and the holidays are a time of joy and celebration 
for many. And yet they are also a time in which we are 
acutely aware of those who are not present with us. 
Whether due to death, estrangement, or distance our loved 
ones no longer sit beside us in the pew or at the dinner 
table. This year, Unity Presbyterian Church will offer a 
“Blue Christmas” Service on Wednesday, December 15 at 
6:30 PM in the Historic Sanctuary. It will be a service of 
prayer, scripture, light, and hope designed to be of comfort 
for those who find this time of year so difficult. The service 
is also a time when our entire congregation can gather 
together to surround those in pain with our prayers and our 
care as together we bear witness to the light that still shines.  

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

The Christmas Joy Offering will be received on Sunday, December 12th. This is one of 

four PC(USA) Special Offerings collected each year. This offering is divided equally 

between the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions which provides critical 

financial support for Presbyterian church workers in their time of need and support for 

Presbyterian related schools and colleges which support education and leadership 

development while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. Visit our website at https://

unityfortmill.org/give/special-offering/ for more information and details on how to 

give. 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=92749
mailto:murrayw@comporium.net
https://unityfortmill.org/give/special-offering/
https://unityfortmill.org/give/special-offering/
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CHRISTMAS EVE AND SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26 

 

2022 FLOWER 
CALENDAR 

 
Would you like to honor a 
family member, friend, or a 

special group of people? Placing 
fresh flowers in the sanctuary to 

the glory of God is a perfect 
way to remember and celebrate 
a special person/s or occasion 

in your life. You may order 
flowers from a local florist or 

provide your own arrangement 
with flowers from your yard or 
another place of business that 
sells fresh-cut flowers. Your 

name, along with the name or 
occasion being honored, will be 
printed in the church bulletin.  

 
Dates for 2022 have now been 
added to a sign-up genius on 

the church’s website for 
reserving a Sunday to place 

flowers in the sanctuary. You 
may go 

to https://www.signupgenius.c
om/go/60b0944afa722a3f85-
unity1 and complete the steps 
for selecting your choice of 

Sunday(s). All instructions are 
included. If you have questions, 

please contact Debbie Butler 
(dsbutler@UnityFortMill.org or 

803-547-5543).   
Early sign-up is recommended 
to ensure the Sunday of your 

choice.   
 

“We are all flowers in God’s 
Garden.” - Karen Sweeney-

Ryall 

UNITY’S CHRISTMAS POST OFFICE 

As we continue to live creatively and faithfully into this post-”ice age” season for our 
church and world, we are planning a variety of opportunities for us to celebrate 
Christmas together. We want to share our plans with you so that you might find the best 
opportunity to join us as we bear witness to the light that still shines! 
 
Everyone (especially guests and visitors) is welcome, but please sign up for the service(s) 
that you plan to attend: 
 
Thursday, December 23 (yes, Christmas Eve, Eve) 
 Sign up for December 23 Services: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0544AEA82CA7FA7-december  
Continuing the tradition we began last year of gathering on the 23rd for 30 
minute services on the lawn as a witness for us and our community. If it rains 
these services will be held inside the 2010 sanctuary .... 

 4:00 PM - Live on the Lawn Children and Family service 

 6:00 PM - Live on the Lawn Candlelight Service 
Friday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) 

Sign up for December 24 Services: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0544AEA82CA7FA7-december1 
Continuing both recent and long standing traditions, we will offer video, 
livestream, and indoor services in the 2010 Sanctuary ….  

 11:00 AM - Live Premiered Video Service - Children’s Choir and Pageant 
on YouTube, Facebook, and the Church Website 

 2:00 PM - Christmas Eve Service with communion and candlelight in the 
Sanctuary (with nursery) 

 4:00 PM - Christmas Eve Service in the Sanctuary, with service leadership 
by several of Unity’s Youth (with nursery) 

 6:00 PM - Christmas Eve Service with communion and candlelight in the 
Sanctuary, with significant choral and music arrangements (with nursery) 

Sunday, December 26 (First Sunday of Christmas) 
Beginning a new tradition (for the Sunday after Christmas only) ...  

 10:00 AM - A single, interactive, intergenerational casual dress service with 
casual dress in the Sanctuary 

We hope that these services will not only be wonderful times for our church family, but 
also be opportunities to truly share the light and love of Christ with our community. 
Watch for more information in the coming weeks and please contact Dr. Rich if you 
have any questions. 

CARDS ARE A WONDERFUL WAY to express our love and care for each 
other. What better way to show someone you care than sending a Christmas greeting 
through Unity’s own Christmas Post Office. You will find the mailboxes in the hallway 
just outside the Narthex.   
Guidelines: 
¨ Address your cards with first and last names of your Unity friends 
¨ Place your Christmas cards to Unity members in the appropriate boxes 
¨ Place the money you would have used for postage in one of the boxes on the top of 

the mailboxes 
¨ Check your box frequently to retrieve your mail, even if you didn’t send your 

greetings through Unity’s Christmas Post 
The postage money will go into Unity’s Emergency Needs Fund.  If writing a check 
for your postage, please mark it “Unity Post”. The Unity Post will be open through 
January 6th. Unclaimed cards will be available in the Narthex through January 16th, 
and will then be recycled. Christmas blessings to all!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0944afa722a3f85-unity1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0944afa722a3f85-unity1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0944afa722a3f85-unity1
mailto:dsbutler@UnityFortMill.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0544AEA82CA7FA7-december
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0544AEA82CA7FA7-december1
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For more information on 

“What’s Happening”           

at Unity, please visit… 

www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

The Session has called an in-person Congregational Meeting for Sunday, December 
19, 2021 at 9:50 AM in the Sanctuary to hear and act upon a report from the Associate 
Pastor Nominating Committee. Due to the need for confidentiality until later in the day, 
the meeting will not be live streamed or otherwise broadcast. We hope that everyone 
who is able to attend will stay for a shortened Sunday School class and/or time of 
fellowship following the meeting. 

UNITY WALKING CHALLENGE 

CONGRATS UNITY!!! It is just amazing 
what  you did on the Unity Walking Challenge. 
We had 200 registered walkers! We are still 
receiving and tabulating the results. If you add 
up all of our miles we are going to be very close 
to walking around the world (24,901 miles) and 
as Kathy Sizemore commented when she sent in 
her results “I don’t know if we made it 
around the world or not, but together we 
gave it a good shot!” 
 
I feel so fortunate to have been a part of this as 
the coordinator, it is just incredible all the folks 
who had great ideas and jumped in and 
contributed in so many ways! Thank You!!! 

 
Here are a few of the many comments received with walkers results: 
 

 We have enjoyed it and look forward to continuing our walks. 

 This old lady is able to add 44 miles to the total. It was a great challenge to work on 
and I’m sorry that I set my goal so low. Let’s do it again. 

 I have enjoyed my walks. My dog looks forward to them as well. 

 Anyway, thanks again and we will definitely continue walking and keeping track of 
how far. 

 It was fun and will keep the log going for us. 

 Thank you for organizing this fun challenge! We can't wait to hear the final total 
miles everyone accomplished! 

 It has been good for me in so many ways. Just having the time to meditate was 
fantastic. When I cycle, which I did a lot of before the walking challenge, I just can’t 
stop concentrating on the road. 

 Bundled up last night and walked 3 miles in my neighborhood. I know that if I can 
do that, I can walk during the day when there is light and it is warmer. I am inspired 
to continue.  

 Wow, it is amazing to see how far you walk when you are keeping a record. 

 Wow. Didn’t know I had it in me. Thank you  

 I really enjoyed the challenge and plan to keep up my October consistency. 

 Unity Walk is a bold vision, well presented and well executed. The results are 
gratifying and promise some long term health results for the participants. I hope the 
individual efforts continue and improve. 

 
Again, thanks to each of you! 

UNITY FITNESS 
CLASSES - 2022 

 
The Health Ministries Team is 
excited to announce that Unity 

will Start fitness classes 
beginning January 2022!!! Long 

time Complex fitness 
instructor, Penny Pierce will be 

conducting the classes. The 
schedule is being finalized but 

currently classes are planned for 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 

10:00 am. 
 

Maintaining a consistent fitness 
routine is so important at any 

age.  This fitness class is 
designed to be low impact to 

prevent injury while also 
increasing muscle strength, 

balance and energy 
levels.  Chairs will be provided 

for those who prefer seated 
exercises or require support 

while standing. 
 

Start the year 2022 right by 
attending these classes and see 

what a difference it can make in 
your health and in your life!!! 

 
Please email Don Rice at 

wdonrice@gmail.com 
if you are interested in the latest 
details on the classes, potential 
cost, or if you have questions. 
You will be added to the email 

distribution for the class. 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
mailto:wdonrice@gmail.com
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WE’VE ALMOST REACHED OUR GOAL! 

We are only $3,600 away from our $150,000 goal on our Imagine the Possibilities 
Campaign! Can you help us close the gap in this final month of the campaign as the 
possibilities we imagine become real? The campaign ends on December 31.  

The joy of Christmas can turn 
into a time of painful loneliness 

and emptiness for those who 
have suffered a loss or who are 
going through a difficult time. 

But help is available. Our 
Stephen Ministers are ready to 

provide confidential, one-to-one 
Christian care. They will listen, 
care, encourage, pray with and 

for you, and support you 
through the holidays and as long 
as your need persists. If you or 
someone you know is hurting, 
find out more about Stephen 

Ministry by talking with one of 
our Stephen Leaders: Susan  

Mobley at 704-575-7344 
(swmnurse@gmail.com) or Dave 

Johnson at 803-280-4928 
(david67johnson@yahoo.com).
Our Stephen Ministers are there 

to care! 
 

 
UGLY CHRISTMAS 

SWEATER PARTY FOR 
YOUTH! 

 
December 19th from 5pm - 6pm. 
Be sure to bring a wrapped gift 

with a value of $10 or less for the 
White Elephant Gift Exchange.  

YEAR-END CONTRIBUTIONS 

2021 Contributions Must Be Received By December 31 
 
To avoid having a contribution classified in an unintended tax year, the following 
is a summary of the IRS rules for when non-profits must date the receipt of the 
delivery of a charitable contribution: 
 
Offering plate contributions: 
Contributions made through the offering plate will be dated on the day of collection 
regardless of dates noted on checks or envelopes. 
 
Contributions made by mailing a check: 
The date on a U.S. Mail postmark establishes the date of the contribution.  
 
Contributions made online by credit card or bank draft: 
Contributions made to a charity by credit card or bank draft are deductible as a charitable 
contribution in the year that the charge is made. Therefore, contributions that are 
processed by midnight on December 31 will be deductible for the tax year.  
Note: individual banks may have earlier cut-off times. 
 
Contributions of investment securities: 
The contribution of investment securities becomes deductible when the gift securities 
have passed beyond the donor’s control. For example, if stock is delivered through a 
broker or bank that acts as the agent of the donor in transferring the stock into the name 
of the donee, the gift is not deductible until the transfer is reflected on the books of the 
corporation. The same result is reached when the donor sends a stock certificate to the 
issuing corporation or the transfer agent with instructions to reregister the stock in the 
name of the donee charity. 
 

Your financial support enables Unity to serve as a resource for our community here and far, to glorify 
God through worship, nurture, and service to all people. 

mailto:swmnurse@gmail.com
mailto:david67johnson@yahoo.com


Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  

In-Person Worship 

 

11:00 a.m.  

In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a 

specific activity or the latest 

news and information on 

children, youth, and adults, visit 

us at . . .  

Website— 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

Facebook— @UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 


