
FORMAL EDUCATION
Master of Divinity and
Master of Arts in Christian Education 
Union Presbyterian Seminary, Richmond VA, May 2016 

Bachelor of Fine Arts 
East Carolina University, Greenville, NC, May 2011 

WORK EXPERIENCE 
Associate Pastor for Children, Youth and Families 
Shandon Presbyterian Church, Columbia, SC
 October 2018-Present 

Resident Pastor for Campus Ministry 
Second Presbyterian Church, Richmond VA, July 2016-June 2018 
UKirk at Virginia Commonwealth University 

Part-Time Youth Director and Pastoral Intern 
Second Presbyterian Church, Richmond VA, August 2014-May 2016 
 
Campus Minister 
Second Presbyterian Church, Richmond VA, August 2012-May 2014 
UKirk At Virginia Commonwealth University 

Interim Director of Christian Education 
Howard Memorial Presbyterian Church, Tarboro, NC, June 2011-June 2012 

OTHER SERVICES 
• Shandon Weekday School Board Member, 2019-Present 
• South Carolina Highway Patrol Community Advisory Council Member, 2020-Present 
• Lexington County Sheriff’s Department Volunteer Chaplain, 2020-Present 
• Trinity Presbytery Discipleship and Resource Team, 2018-Present 
• Presbytery of the James Evangelism Support Group, 2016-2017
• Union Presbyterian Seminary Board of Trustees, Student Representative 2015-2016 
• Richmond Student Government Association: Moderator, 2014-2015, Vice-Mod., 2013-2014 
• Montreat Conference Center College Conference Planning Team, Worship and Keynote   
Coordinator, Oct. 2012-Jan. 2014 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 
• Pastoral Development Seminar, First Presbyterian Church Sarasota, FL,  2019, 2020 
• The Kitty Susan Trent Symposium for Newly Ordained Ministers, 2018 
• NEXT Church National Gathering, 2018 
• Ministry with None’s and Done’s, Evangelism Series, Richmond, VA 2017 
• Tom Long Workshop, “The Last Word, Preaching at Funerals,” Richmond, VA 2017
 •PC(USA) Company of New Pastors, 2015-2016 
• Association of Presbyterian Church Educators, 2015 
• Middle East Travel Seminary to Turkey, Israel, and Palestine, 2014 
• The Blaze Conference at Montreat, 2011, 2012 

T h e  U n i t y  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h
A s s o c i a t e  P a s t o r  N o m i n a t i n g

C o m m i t t e e  j o y f u l l y  i n t r o d u c e s
t h e  R e v e r e n d  M o l l y  S p a n g l e r  a s
c a n d i d a t e  f o r  A s s o c i a t e  P a s t o r .  

"We are meant to travel the way together; therefore we have the Church; 
the place in which the people of God gather and have true fellowship with one
another. I believe the Church, as well as the individuals within it, are all a 

work-in-progress. Through the community of the Church, human beings are able
to seek understanding about God, Jesus Christ, and the work of the Spirit. The

Church exists in order to teach, support, and challenge all those who 
gather together as the body of Christ."

 
An excerpt from Rev. Molly Spangler's Statement of Faith



Dear Unity Presbyterian Church,
           
          I am looking forward to getting to know each and every one of you.  Your Associate Pastor
Nominating Committee has shared stories about your faith, your hope and your hospitality with
me, so I already know you all are wonderful. As the Spirit guided our interactions, your committee
displayed their authentic love of God, their church and one another. I am honored and excited to
be their candidate to serve as one of your pastors. I look forward to sharing ministry alongside you
all as we seek to follow Christ together.

           So who am I? Recently I was asked by the Committee on Ministry what motivated me, what
kept me going, and the answer to that question will help you all get to know me: gratitude. It is
gratitude that makes me rise out of the bed in the morning, and gratitude that moves me
throughout my days. I am grateful to be created by a God whose love is always pursuing me, never
gives up on me and picks me up when I fall down. I am thankful every day that God chose to be
present with us through Jesus Christ to show us the way and that through the Spirit we are never
alone.

           It is because of this gratitude that I am a pastor. I respond to God’s generosity by 
sharing and giving my gifts to God’s people. It’s the reason I am excited to come care for you all
and make connections with you. The way God delights in us, I will delight in learning your names
and hearing the stories you choose to share with me. I will celebrate with you on the days the sun
is shining bright, and cry with you during difficult storms and dark nights. In seasons of
uncertainty or unanswered questions, I will seek answers with you.As a pastor, it is also my hope
that as we worship and engage the Bible together, that you might feel both comforted and
challenged every time we gather. 

          
          

       As we begin our journey together, it is my prayer that we might grow in faith
while we care for one another and for the community around us. I was initially
interested in Unity because of your annual vision statement for 2022 which talked
about “deepening, restoring, repairing, and forging new connections: with Christ,
with one another and with our neighbors near and far. ”I believe that everything we
are called to do as we seek to follow Christ begins with relationships and
connections. I look forward to joining you as we work on those connections with God
and with one another. 

Peace and love,
Molly Spangler

      I am also grateful that I am a daughter, a sister, a wife, and a mother. I was raised in
High Point, North Carolina by two incredibly supportive and loving parents. I am married
to Luke Spangler, who, by the way, I met in high school on our Presbytery’s Youth Council.
I have one older brother and sister-in-law who live near here in Charlotte. And I have the
privilege of being the mother of Kylie Spangler, a one-year-old full of joy who teaches me
something new every day. Luke and I are also thankful to have been adopted over seven 
years ago by our dog, Porthos. He is a lab mix who takes us on walks every day and who
loves eating Reddi-Wip and sunbathing. 

“I firmly believe that Molly will go above and beyond not only to continue
growing into the role but to help us grow to better address the ever-changing
needs of our congregation and community. The passion she feels for personal

connection was evident in each of our interactions, and her devotion to ministry
will be a great addition to our congregation and community.” 

~ Abby Lee

From your nominating committee...

“In Molly’s cover letter to us, she stated, “I believe everything begins with
relationship and connection to one another.” She also stated, “I have a deep
passion for people.” I felt all of that in the two days we spent with her in Fort

Mill.  She is warm, engaging, and such a good listener.”
 ~ Bob Edwards

“Molly made me feel like I was with an old friend from our very first conversation.
You know, at her core, she believes in and values relationships with all people. 

She is thoughtful in her words and patient in her listening. 
I am overjoyed that God has led her to Unity.”  

~ Jennifer Brindisi 

"Molly builds relationships in everything that she does.  She embodies our
mission to make connections through pastoral care and missions." 

~ Theresa Higgins

“Rev. Molly’s fit for Unity feels natural, and, I believe, she is truly called to this
position. I look forward to having her and Luke on campus and a part of our

ministry. She is a wonderful listener, genuinely thoughtful, Godly, and will be a
wonderful partner in our great leadership team at Unity.” 

~ Patrick Sizemore

At the beginning of our search, as I thought and prayed about the best pastors I
knew who might be open to a conversation about joining our ministry team, Molly

was at the top of that list. I am grateful to God and truly excited that the Holy Spirit
filled the conversations between Molly and the APNC and has led her to Unity

Presbyterian Church.  ~ Dr. Matt Rich

"Molly is fully present when you are with her, and she listens with her whole
self. Her God-given talents for ministry are many, and she will enhance

relationship building in a special way. Molly's wisdom, intelligence,
creativity, thoughtfulness, and dependency on God will be a blessing to Unity

and the ministries of congregational care, outreach, health, and worship."  
~ Lynn Ringley


