
 
The Service for the Lord’s Day 

Second Sunday of  Advent 
8:45 a.m. Worship Service 

December 5, 2021 
 

 

“United in Christ’s love, we glorify God through worship, nurture, and service to all people.” 

 

WE CELEBRATE GOD'S LOVE 
 

Prelude                   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                       arr. Page      
Joyful Ringers 

         

Welcome and Announcements 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath      Corey, Margaret, Avery, & Tucker Cameron 
ONE:  Jesus says:  I am coming soon. 
MANY: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus! 
ONE:  The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
MANY:  the calf and the lion and the fatling will lie down together,  

and a little child shall lead them.  
Explanation of the Candles 
Lighting of the Candles 
Prayer 
MANY: Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 
* Congregational Hymn No. 86       The People Who Walked in Darkness                 ISAIAH 9 

Stanza 1:  Soloist: 
 The people who walked in darkness awaken to see a great light.  
 The people who dwelt in the land of the shadow rise to a star shining bright. 
Refrain:  All 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stanza 4:  Soloist: 
 For us now a child is given, for all the despised and forlorn. 
 The rule of compassion shall rest on his shoulder. God’s own Messiah is born! 
Refrain:  All 
 



Stanza 5: Soloist: 
 How vast is our God’s dominion! How far truth and mercy extend. 
 The zeal of the Lord will accomplish its purpose: justice shall reign without end. 
Refrain:  All 
 

Prayer of Confession 
MANY:  Gracious God, You have called us out of darkness and into the light of 
Your love. You have redeemed us and made us whole in order to set us free from 
bondage.  The challenge You place before us is to die to self, surrender our wills, 
and serve sacrificially.  But we cling to our sinful humanity and to the trappings of 
this temporal life.  Forgive us for being stubborn, selfish, and sinful.  Set us free to 
embrace the values of Your Kingdom, transform our hearts to long for You, and em-
power us to live courageously as Your children.  Empower us to be a light shining 
in the darkness today. 
 
Silent Prayers of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 
* Congregational Response               MERLE’S TUNE 
    Blest Be the God of Israel (stanza 3)              
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism 
Presentation 
Questions to Parents and Congregation 
Affirmation of Faith              From A Declaration of Faith 

MANY:  We believe God acts by the Spirit in baptism:  calling us by name to 
be his, cleansing us from corruption, giving us new life, setting us in the fel-
lowship of believers.  Baptism reminds us that God loves us long before we 
can love God, and that faith and repentance are necessary as our response to 
God’s love.  Though we are baptized but once, our response should continue 
and deepen throughout life.  Amen. 
Thanksgiving over the Water 
MANY:  ... Gracious God, pour out your Spirit upon Falcon, upon us, and 
upon this water, that this font may be your womb of new birth.  Strengthen 

WELCOME 

Whether you are visiting 
for the first time, or are 
a long-time member, we 
are blessed to have you 
with us.   

As a congregation, we 
seek to live as people 
united in Jesus Christ. 
Our church consists of 
people of all ages and 
stages on faith’s journey, 
from those new to faith 
to those who have 
honed their faith for 
decades.  We consider 
this one of Unity’s  
greatest gifts.  We see 
o u r s e l v e s  a s  a n         
ever-widening family 
with room for everyone.   

We tend to worship in 
some pretty traditional 
ways.  We study the 
scriptures and seek to 
understand the teachings 
and actions of Jesus.  
We sing many of the 
same hymns our grand-
parents sang.  Yet, in 
our preaching and our   
prayers, we wrestle with 
the challenges of the 
modern world.  

We hope your heart will 
hear something personal 
and relevant this    
morning - a word of 
comfort, a spur to    
action, a call to a deeper 
connection with the 
God who loves you!   

After the service, stick 
around for a few 
minutes.  Introduce 
yourself to one of the 
pastors.  If you cannot 
stay or are worshiping 
with us online, please 
visit our website.  See if 
this is a place and a  
people that God is   
calling you to be a part 
of, a place and a people 
where you might invest 
yourself in the amazing 
work God is doing, a 
place and a people you 
just might call home. 

 



us all to serve you with joy until that day when you make all things new.  
Amen. 

The Baptism 
Laying on of Hands 
Welcome 

With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome Falcon into Christ’s church, for we 
are all one in Christ.  We promise to love, encourage, and support you, Jamie 
and Lea, and we promise to share the good news of the gospel with Falcon. 

Jesus Loves Me 
 Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so; 
 Little ones to Him belong; they are weak, but He is strong. 
 Yes, Jesus loves me!   Yes, Jesus loves me! 
 Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 
Gifts from the Congregation 
 

WE PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD 
 

Children’s Time 
 
Scripture Readings          Psalm 139:7-12; John 1:1-5 
      
Sermon         “The Light Shines in the Darkness”     Rev. Dr. Matt Rich 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD'S CALL 
    

Anthem          Amid the Cold of Winter                              arr. Rhoades 
                                                    Thomas Monroe, soloist 

 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone. 
Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 
Cherubim and seraphim filled the winter air. 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
In the bleak midwinter, long time ago. 
 
Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem has sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as men of old have sung. 
It came, a blossom bright, amid the cold of winter, 
When half-spent was the night. 
 
What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb. 
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part. 
Yes, what can I give him? I would give my heart. 

 
Offering 
As we worship both at home and in the sanctuary, we pause in gratitude to God to 
prayerfully reflect on the response we make to God’s amazing grace in Jesus Christ.   
Financial gifts can be shared online, through the mail, the offering plates in the  
Narthex, or the mailbox in front of the historic sanctuary. 
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Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer   
MANY:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
* Congregational Hymn No. 88                          VENI EMMANUEL 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (stanzas 1, 4, 6, and 7)  
 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
 That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
 Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
  

O come, thou Root of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
 From depths of hell thy people save and give them victory o’er the grave.  
 Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight.  

 Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.  

 Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

* Charge and Benediction 
 
* Postlude                        Angels from the Realms of Glory               arr. Hobby  
*As you are able in body or spirit, please stand.        

 
OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT, WORSHIP, GROW, AND SERVE 

 

Regathering 
SESSION HAS ALIGNED OUR PROTOCOLS regarding masks with current CDC guidance. As long as York County is an area of 
"High" or "Significant" transmission, we strongly recommend wearing masks by all those attending worship in the Sanctuary and other 
indoor events at Unity Presbyterian. All adults working indoors with children under age 12 are required to wear a mask. 
 
Worship 
BOTH WORSHIP SERVICES are now being held in the Sanctuary, and both services are live-streamed online.  
 
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE:  Christmas and the holidays are a time of joy and celebration for many, and yet they are also a time 
in which we are acutely aware of those who are not present with us.  Whether due to death, estrangement, or distance, our loved ones no 
longer sit beside us in the pew or at the dinner table.  This year, Unity will offer a Blue Christmas Service on Wednesday, December 15th, 
at 6:30 pm in the Historic Sanctuary. It will be a service of prayer, scripture, light, and hope designed to be of comfort for those who 
find this time of year so difficult.  The service is also a time when our entire congregation can gather together to surround those in pain 
with our prayers and our care, as together we bear witness to the light that still shines. 
 
Christmas Week Services:  Please sign up online to let us know you are coming (links below) 
Thursday, December 23rd:  In the event of inclement weather, these services will be held inside the 2010 Sanctuary: 
      4:00 pm:  Live on the Lawn Children & Family Service (please sign up online - see link below)  
      6:00 pm:  Live on the Lawn Candlelight Service (please sign up online-see link below) 
 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0544AEA82CA7FA7-december 
Friday, December 24th:  Video, livestream, & indoor services in the Sanctuary (Nursery provided for indoor services): 

11:00 am:  Live-premiered Video Service - Children’s Choir & Pageant on YouTube, Facebook, and the church website 2:00 pm:  
Christmas Eve Service in the 2010 Sanctuary, with communion & candlelight (see sign-up link below) 
4:00 pm:  Christmas Eve Service in the 2010 Sanctuary, with service leadership by several of Unity’s youth (see link) 
6:00 pm:  Christmas Eve Service in the 2010 Sanctuary, with communion & candlelight, including significant choral and musical 

 arrangements - Sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0544AEA82CA7FA7-december1   
Sunday, December 26th:  Beginning a new tradition: 10:00 am:  A single interactive worship service in the Sanctuary – Casual dress 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0544AEA82CA7FA7-december
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0544AEA82CA7FA7-december1


Imagine the Possibilities: 
WE’VE ALMOST REACHED OUR GOAL!  As of November 30th, we are only $3,600 away from our $150,000 goal on 
our Imagine the Possibilities campaign!  Can you help us close the gap in this final month of the campaign as the possibilities we 
imagine become real?  The campaign ends on December 31st. 
 
Children in Worship  
CHILDREN IN WORSHIP (CIW) program is offered during both worship services.  CIW is a Montessori-based worship 
program for young children.  Throughout the year, the children will learn to worship in a way that corresponds to corporate 
worship, yet addresses the needs of young children.  CIW is for all children who will be age 4 by September 1st, in Kindergar-
ten or First Grade.  Please bring your child with you to worship in the sanctuary and complete a Child Identification Sticker 
(in the back of the pews) and select “CIW”.  After the Children’s Time, your child will be escorted to the CIW Room (M206) 
on the children’s Sunday school wing. 
 
CIW STORYTELLER TRAINING TO BE OFFERED TODAY:  “Children in Worship” (CIW) is an important part 
of our Sunday morning faith formation ministry for children and families.  Storyteller Training for new volunteers will be 
held TODAY from 12:15-1:15 pm in the CIW room, M206.  Come learn about CIW and see if you are being called to minis-
try serving in CIW.  Contact Kathryn McGregor at KMcgregor@UnityFortMill.org if you are interested in being trained as a 
CIW storyteller or a Greeter/Helper. 
 
Children & Youth Ministry 
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL meets in Room M208.  Children in K-5th grade are invited to Sunday school at 9:45 
am.  During Advent, we will be exploring the spiritual practice of Hope.  The lessons are written for multi-aged children, and 
will engage this broad age range.  As numbers of children attending Sunday school increase, we will divide ages accordingly 
into different classes.  Get back to Sunday school or start a new practice today. 
 
ARE YOU BEING CALLED TO TEACH CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL?  Safe Place-trained adult volunteers 
are needed to teach and serve as helpers for children’s Sunday school each week.  The class for K-5th grade children meets 
Sundays at 9:45 am. Curriculum is provided. Sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-childrens 
or contact Kathryn McGregor at KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org  
 

REGISTER BY WEDNESDAY FOR OUR BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS:  Families with young children are in-
vited to our Birthday Party for Jesus on Saturday, December 11th, from 10:00-11:30 am in the Fellowship Hall and the court-
yard.  Join us for crafts, games, and activities that remind us that Jesus is the Light of the World.  Birthday presents will be 
donated to the Fort Mill Care Center.  Diapers and pull-ups of all sizes, baby food, and formula are most needed at this time. 
RSVP by Wednesday, December 8th: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-birthday2 
 
REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR PASSPORTkids! Camp for Summer 2022.  Unity will take a group to PASS-
PORTkids! Camp at Montreat Conference Center July 5th-8th.  This fun-filled four-day, three-night camp is for children and 
youth who are currently in 3rd - 6th grade.  Kathryn McGregor and other Unity adult chaperones will travel with the group to 
Montreat for camp.  The cost is $355.  A non-refundable registration deposit of $100 is due by January 16th.  Register on 
the church website at: https://unityfortmill.org/passportkids-camp/ 
 

Adult Ministry 
There are three options for adult Sunday school today at 9:45 am:  

 “THE “AS A CHILD” Sunday school class is studying the Gospel of John in Room M312.  Adults of all ages are 
welcome.  This hybrid class has a Zoom option.  Contact Jim Boyd at jhboyd@comporium.net for the link. 

 THE “UNITY” Sunday school class meets in the Historic Sanctuary.  Adults of all ages are welcome to join us as we 
discuss one of the lectionary texts for the day.  This hybrid class has a Zoom option.  Contact Joe Flory at 
jflory@radford.edu for the link. 

 ADVENT IN PLAIN SIGHT, a 6-week short-term adult Sunday school class, continues in the Fellowship Hall through 
December 19th. 

 
MONDAY MUSINGS WITH MATT continues tomorrow.  Join us with your questions, your thoughts, and a cup of cof-
fee for conversation about and study of Sunday’s sermon and scripture texts on Mondays in the Historic Sanctuary from 
10:00-11:00 a.m.  
 
Advent Materials 
ADVENT DEVOTIONS for adults are available in the Narthex in the center kiosk.  Children should have received packets 
in the mail.  A few extras are also available in the Narthex. 
 

mailto:KMcgregor@UnityFortMill.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-childrens
mailto:KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-birthday2
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NEXT SUNDAY at both services, the Chancel Choir will present Holy Light, A Service of Carols, by Robert A. Hobby.  

We will be joined by a brass quintet and percussion.  Celebrate the Advent season as we hear and sing familiar carols along-

side Scripture and poetry.  

 

Congregational Meeting 
SESSION HAS CALLED AN IN-PERSON CONGREGATIONAL MEETING for Sunday, December 19th, at 
9:50 am in the Sanctuary, to hear and act upon a report from the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee.  Due to the 
need for confidentiality until later in the day, the meeting will not be live-streamed or otherwise broadcast.  We hope that 
everyone who attends will stay for a shortened Sunday school class and/or time of fellowship following the meeting. 
 
Christmas Memorials & Honorariums: 
AS PART OF THEIR CHRISTMAS GIFT-GIVING each year, many members of our congregation have developed a 
tradition of giving a financial gift to Unity in memory or honor of loved ones.  Such gifts may be made by completing the 
online form found on Unity’s website at https://unityfortmill.org/christmas-memorials-honorariums/.  Instructions are 
there for making gifts online or by mail/drop-off.  TODAY IS THE DEADLINE.  These gifts will be listed in a special 
publication distributed with the Life at Unity newsletter on December 21st. 
 

Unity Christmas Post 

CARDS ARE A WONDERFUL WAY to express our love and care for each other.  What better way to show someone 
you care than sending a Christmas greeting through Unity’s own Christmas Post.  You will find the mailboxes in the hallway 
just outside the Narthex.  Guidelines: 

 Address your cards with first and last names of your Unity friends 

 Place your Christmas cards to Unity members in the appropriate boxes 

 Place the money you would have used for postage in one of the boxes on the top of the mailboxes 

 Check your box frequently to retrieve your mail, even if you didn’t send your greetings through Unity’s Christmas Post 
The postage money will go to our Emergency Needs Fund.  If writing a check to Unity for your postage, please be sure to 
mark it “Unity Post”.  Unity’s Christmas Post will be open through January 6th.  Unclaimed cards will be available in the 
Narthex through January 16th, and will then be recycled.  Christmas blessings to all!  
 
Outreach 
THE TONY DEHLER CIRCLE has decided not to hold their annual Christmas auction this year, however, the agen-
cies for which the auction raises money still need help.  Checks can be made payable to Unity, with the memo line Tony 
Dehler auction.  There is also an online option where you can choose Tony Dehler auction.  Donations will be received 

through December 10
th

.  All funds will be equally divided between the Fort Mill Care Center and the York County Council 

on Aging.  
 
ANGEL TREE UPDATE:  Please remember to return wrapped gifts to the Angel Tree in the Narthex hallway by the 
11:00 a.m. service next Sunday, December 12th!  If you were not able to receive an Angel, there are still ways to partici-
pate.  You may donate a Walmart gift card (any amount, although $25 is preferred) that will be given to our Family Promise 
families.  Please enclose your gift card(s) in a sealed envelope and write "Angel Tree" on the envelope.  These may 
be dropped off in the church mailbox, the church office, or the gift card box near the Angel Tree.  Alternatively, you may 
make an online monetary donation by using the "Give Now" link on the church website and choosing the "Angel Tree 
Fund."  Thank you for bringing joy to our community this holiday season.  

 
THE CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING is one of the four PC(USA) special offerings collected each year.  The offering is 
divided equally between the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and support for Presbyterian-related schools and 
colleges equipping communities of color.  The Assistance Program provides critical financial support for Presbyterian 
church workers in their time of need.  Presbyterian-related schools and colleges support education and leadership develop-
ment while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage.  This offering will be received in worship on Sunday, December 12th, but 
donations may be made at any time by following the instructions listed on the website: https://unityfortmill.org/give/
special-offering/. 
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