
Life at Unity 
 November 02, 2021 

Dear Friends, 

 When Sarah and I first came to visit Unity Presbyterian Church at the 

invitation of the Pastor Nominating Committee in January 2020, I remember clearly on 

our tour of campus hearing, “We would love to take you in the historic sanctuary but it 

is not safe.” The doors leading to Unity Hall were marked off with yellow caution tape. 

It was obvious that both spaces were well loved and treasured, but not available for 

ministry due to the campus fire in December 2018. 

 

Fast forward to today. For the last month there have been groups meeting in the 

Historic Sanctuary nearly every day of the week. The Courtyard and prayer labyrinth 

have hosted lunches, meetings, small groups, and a number of those walking the Unity 

Mile. Our beloved and treasured spaces are alive and well! 

 

On Sunday, November 14th, we will rededicate the newly renovated and restored 140 

year old Historic Sanctuary and Courtyard. As part of the rededication service, the 

congregation will be led by a bagpiper from the 2010 sanctuary to the front steps of 

the Historic Sanctuary. Following a brief time of thanksgiving, prayer, and singing of 

the Doxology, the historic church bell will be rung and the doors will be opened. 

Several historic exhibits and works of art will be on display. The rededication will 

conclude with a reception of lemonade and light snacks on the new courtyard. 

Schedule for the day: 

● 8:45 AM Worship in the 2010 Sanctuary 

● 11:00 AM Worship in the 2010 Sanctuary 

● Noon - Procession from the 2010 Sanctuary to the Historic Sanctuary 

● Rededication Service and Reception 

 

My friends, be sure to join us for this special day for our congregation and community. 

For we have restored our sacred spaces not just for our use, but for our community to 

enjoy and use as well. All for the glory of God!  

 

See you Sunday! 

Matt 

MESSAGE FROM MATT  

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through worship, 
nurture, and service to all people. 

NEW MEMBER 

Please welcome our newest 
member, Chelsea Scott. Her 

husband, Todd is a  member of 
Unity and they have a newborn 

daughter, Eloise Grace.  

 

CONGRATULATIONS      
to Nancy Hudspeth in the birth 

of her granddaughter, Louisa 
Matheson Hobson, on October 
25, 2021. Parents are Walker & 
Virginia Hobson, and proud big 

brothers are Walker & 
Jack. Congratulations also to 
great-grandparents, Bob &   

Ann Hudspeth.         

For more information on 

“What’s Happening”           

at Unity, please visit… 

www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 

 

 
 

Re-dedication. 
To once more or once again 

commit to a task, purpose,        

or goal. 

 

Join us on Sunday, November 
14th  

for the re-dedication of the 1881 
Historic Sanctuary  

and all of us with Christ. 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
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LATE NOVEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

16 -- Dick Bayer; Abby-Parker 
Coleman; Grady Wright  
 
17 -- Sharon Cole; Ray 
Lammers; Tom Norton; Davis 
Padgett; Ryan Padgett  
 
18 -- Shannon Blackwell; Ann 
Hudspeth  
 
19 -- Elizabeth Bennett; Jerry 
Brady; Adelie Fike; Ernie 
Holler; Sue Johnstone; Grady 
Norman; Julie Raischel  
 
20 -- Elizabeth Clumpner; 
Mandy Coffman; Courtnie 
Coffman; Paul Diedrich; John 
Lee  
 
21 -- Molly Chmielinski; Emelia 
Howell; George Kimbrell; 
Jeffrey Poore; Rostan Shaftner; 
Bethany Thomas  
 
22 -- Beau Reilly; Olivia Weeks  
 
23 -- Heather Pecarro; Matt 
Rich; Virginia Sizemore; Bob 
Squatriglia  
 
24 -- Kevin Fulton; Kelly Kern; 
Michaela Krug; Tracy Little; 
Chris Wolfe  
 
25 -- Amanda Cioni; Mary Hart; 
Cate Patterson; Gregg Prange; 
JT Trueb; Pat Welker; Terry 
Wilder  
 
26 -- Tom Ellison; Grant 
Luebbe; Alicia Reams; Anna 
Rice; Lea Shannon; Lucy 
Wright; Chari Young  
 
27 -- Barry Blackwood; Jim 
Camann  
 
28 -- Fred Chuck  
 
30 -- Greyson Gload; Kevin 
Kern; Michael McDonald; 
Chuck Welfare  

Thank you for your generous support of Sharing God's Bounty!  Our High School 

Youth and our Men's Ministry Team boxed and delivered to the Fort Mill Care Center 

1,281 pounds of food!  Many of our Fort Mill neighbors will have a nice Thanksgiving 

dinner because of your donations. 

SHARING GOD’S BOUNTY RESULTS 

Thank you to all who made our first Trunk or Treat such a success. We estimate we had 

around 200 people attend. More than half were not church members and may have been 

on our campus for the first time. Our trunk hosts extended tremendous hospitality to 

our guests and church families, making for a fun and memorable afternoon for everyone. 

There are children in our community who may not have safe places to trick or treat 

where they live. Trunk or Treat is a wonderful alternative. Children and Youth Ministries 

are continuing to seek out ways to build connections with our church families and our 

community. We appreciate so many in our church community who helped us to do that 

with our Trunk or Treat. 

GREAT FUN AT TRUNK OR TREAT! 
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The York County CROP Hunger Walk on 

Sunday, November 7, 2021, is an event to 

continue the fight against hunger and poverty in 

our community as well as globally. Your 

participation will continue efforts to fight hunger 

and respond to the Covid-19 crisis by supporting 

the poverty fighting and life-saving work of 

Pilgrims’ Inn, Clover Area Assistance Center, 

Tender Hearts Ministry, and Church World Service. You can participate in these 

ways: 

 

1. Travel to Rock Hill to meet up with other Unity folks as well as people from other 

churches to walk. (Location: Winthrop University’s Dinkins Hall in Rock Hill; 2:00 

PM Sign-in, 3:00 PM Start) 

2. Meet at 3:00 pm in the front circle of the church to walk the Unity mile with Unity 

children and families. Anyone of any age welcome. 

 

Individuals and teams are encouraged to sign-up online at www.crophungerwalk.org/

yorkcountysc. There is no fee to walk, but participants are encouraged to raise money to 

help fight hunger. Thank you for your wonderful support of struggling families in the 

York County area and around the world.  

STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a 

specific activity or the latest 

news and information on 

children, youth, and adults, visit 

us at . . .  

Website— 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

Facebook— @UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 

WAYS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CROP WALK 

PB&J SUNDAY   

UNITY’S NEXT 

“CONNECTIONS CLASS” 

 

Unity’s next Connections Class 

will be held November 7th and 

14th. Would you like to find out 

more about Unity Presbyterian 

Church and whether it might be a 

place and a people God is calling 

you to join? Are you curious 

about our ministries in the 

community, life-changing Bible 

studies, and outstanding 

children’s programs? Have you 

ever wondered why we are called 

“Presbyterians?” Then a 

Connections Class is for you. Dr. 

Rich and members of the 

Hospitality & Evangelism Team 

look forward to connecting with 

you! The class will meet at 9:45 

a.m. in the Fellowship Hall on 

both days. There will also be an 

online Zoom option for those 

who are unable to attend in 

person. If you’re interested, email 

Joan Thomasson 

(thomassonjg@gmail.com). 

This Sunday, November 7th is PB&J 

Sunday. After a successful Sharing God's 

Bounty food drive in October, we will return to 

our regular monthly collection of food and 

supplies for the Fort Mill Care Center. This 

month, the Care Center is asking for donations 

of turkeys, turkey breasts and whole chickens. In 

addition to holiday foods, they are requesting 

donations of instant coffee, instant cocoa, small 

(1-2 pounds) bags of rice, oatmeal, grits, peanut butter and jelly, Tuna/ Chicken/ 

Hamburger Helper, and macaroni and cheese. Collection bins are located in the 

Narthex. You can drop off your donations any time you are at the church. Donations 

of frozen or refrigerated items should be dropped off directly at the Fort Mill 

Care Center. They are open MWF from 9:00 AM until noon. If you drop items off at 

the Care Center, please send an email to Larry Terrell at larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net with 

the total weight of items donated.  

UNITY WORKDAY 

The Building and Grounds Team is hosting a workday at Unity on Saturday, 

November 13 from 9 - 11 am. We will be getting the campus ready for the 

Rededication of the Historic Sanctuary! Weeding, cleaning, blowing sidewalks etc. Bring 

your work gloves and join us! 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/yorkcountysc
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/yorkcountysc
mailto:thomassonjg@gmail.com
mailto:larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net
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CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 

Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Closed on Fridays) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

NEW WORSHIP BAGS AVAILABLE FOR PRE-READERS 

Throughout the pandemic, so many of our “normal” traditions have been either 

postponed or delayed. Baptisms certainly fell in that category. For many months we 

worshipped only online. Then as we began to gather in person again, we celebrated a 

few baptisms outside. A few more in the sanctuary once we returned to worship there in 

April. All have been true celebrations of God’s amazing grace.  

As parents are growing more comfortable with returning to worship in the sanctuary, 

we have another wave of baptisms coming up. Six baptisms are already scheduled for 

November and December! What a gift! We invite you to begin praying for these parents 

and children now. Pray that you might be ready to take seriously the promises that you 

will make to help raise these children in the faith and support their parents. For we are 

all beloved children of God and we are so grateful for the opportunity to remember and 

celebrate together.  

BLOOD DRIVE  

Unity will be hosting a blood 

drive with the American Red 

Cross on Tuesday, November 

16th, from 2:30 pm to 7:00 pm 

in the Fellowship Hall. 

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS 

(1-800-733-2767) or visit 

RedCrossBlood.org and enter: 

“Unity” to schedule an 

appointment. Appointments 

are needed. 

Maximize your blood donation. 

Help more patients. If you are 

an eligible type O, B - or A -  

donor, consider making a Power 

Red donation. 

Red blood cells are the most 

commonly transfused blood 

component. 

Please bring your Red Cross 

Donor Card or a Photo ID to 

your appointment. Eat Iron Rich 

foods and drink plenty of water 

prior to the drive! 

EXCITING NEWS: UPCOMING BAPTISMS 

Children’s Ministry members have been hard at work this 

fall expanding our worship bag ministry. Our regular white 

worship bags have been washed, updated and restocked. 

They are particularly for our children 2nd grade and above 

who remain in worship for the entire service. They have 

tools and resources to help children participate in the 

worship service more fully. Some new items included are a 

line guide to help follow the bulletin and a vinyl pouch for 

pencils and crayons. Note that our Children’s Worship 

Notes and Children’s Bulletins are now included in the 

bags.  

New blue worship bags have been created for our 

younger pre-reading children. These bags contain more hands on materials for 

engaging Bible stories and symbols of our faith while in the worship service. Some 

items in these bags are board books, lacing cards, I Spy cards, and felt Bible story 

boards along with our Children’s Bulletins for younger children, paper and crayons. 

We believe that children learn to worship by worshipping. We hope these new 

materials will engage our younger children as they participate in our worshipping 

community. A big thanks to Jennifer Brindisi, Stephanie Berens and Karen Steika for 

their work in creating our new blue bags and the items that are in them. 

PICTURES FROM OUR HABITAT WORKDAY 

 

<— Painting a storage 
container at Habitat 
ReStore in Lake Wylie. 

 

 

Staining a deck in 
paradise 
neighborhood.—> 

RedCrossBlood.org
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THE LIGHT STILL SHINES 

The Light Still Shines, Unity’s 2nd 

annual virtual Christmas Pageant 

needs children and youth to sign up to 

take pictures of part of the Christmas 

story and to sing in the virtual 

Christmas pageant. Questions? 

Contact Kathryn McGregor at 

KMcGregor@UntyFortMill.org or 

Margaret Monroe at 

MMonroe@UnityFortMill.org. See all 

the information and sign up here to participate by Nov 17: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-thelight 

THORNWELL SPECIAL OFFERING 

Thornwell Home for Children, located in Clinton, SC, is a ministry of the South 

Atlantic Synod of the Presbyterian Church USA serving abused, abandoned, and 

neglected children in SC, GA, and FL. The home opened in 1875, and is one of the 

oldest children’s homes in the United States. The children at Thornwell live in a family 

setting in 11 residential cottages, with 8-10 children and professional caregivers in each 

home. They learn how to value themselves and their families, and are assisted in learning 

academic and social skills, sound values, and high morals. Unity collects a special 

offering for Thornwell each year around Thanksgiving. Thornwell receives 

approximately 78% of its funding through gifts such as these. This offering will be 

received in worship on Sunday, November 21st, but you can give at any time by 

following the instructions listed below. Thank you for opening your hearts to these 

children. 

ONLINE: Click here and select “Thornwell” from the list of available funds. 

MAIL A CHECK: Unity Presbyterian Church, PO Box 1267, Fort Mill SC 29716. 

Please write “Thornwell” in the memo line. 

DROP OFF YOUR OFFERING:  You can drop off your offering to the 

“Thornwell” fund by placing it in the black mailbox in front of the Historic 

Sanctuary. 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

 FROM A STEPHEN 

MINISTER:  

Why Stephen Ministry is so 

meaningful to me! 

In Stephen Ministry I found a 

very meaningful way to serve 

God. My life was full of secular 

events and I knew I could 

model my faith in the world, 

but I wanted to find something 

more than this where God 

could work through me. 

Stephen Ministry has given me 

this opportunity. 

The Stephen Ministry education 

taught me invaluable lessons 

about living and about being 

assertive for God. 

Being part of a Christ centered 

ministry is a very special 

privilege to me. Only through 

God’s help can I really be 

effective helping my care 

receiver. I am the care giver, 

God is the cure giver. 

If you have questions about 

Stephen Ministry please call 

Bud Oehrli at 803-230-0402. If 

you need a Stephen Minister 

please call Susan Mobley at 704-

575-7344 or  Dave Johnson at 

803-280-4928.  

We had 18 children sing at our 11:00 am 

worship service on October 24th! They 

had such a wonderful time! 

 

Thank you to our Director of Music, 

Margaret Monroe, for our wonderfully 

talented children’s choir. 

mailto:KMcGregor@UntyFortMill.org
mailto:MMonroe@UnityFortMill.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-thelight
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=92749
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UNITY WALKERS 

Congrats for the miles you have walked to date! We now have less than a month to 

complete the Unity Walking Challenge. You have gotten stronger, you have built 

endurance, make this final month your best yet!!! Here is some feedback on the 

Challenge. 

- "As of today, I have walked 27.1 miles! Guess I need to set a new goal for 

myself! When I signed up I had no idea that I could be motivated to cover so many 

miles.” 

- "My message from my doctor was a happy one. My cholesterol went into normal 

range and dropped by 40 points. My glucose dropped significantly to normal range by a 

lot more.  I have been walking since I had my shot in May for Plantar Fasciitis. I  also 

started Pilates.  I am working toward lower fat, not much sugar-dropped 11 lbs.” 

- "Thanks for challenging us to walk and enrich our lives. My husband and I both 

walked 40 miles each this past month.” 

 

WOW! It is just awesome how you walkers have taken up the Challenge and the 

difference it is making in your lives!!! Keep up the good work! 

LETTER FROM OUR MISSION PARTNER WITH THE 
CHILDREN’S NUTRITION PROGRAM IN HAITI 

 
WALKING CHALLENGE 

CROSSES 
 

This fine crew is making the 

Unity Walking Challenge Award 

Crosses from the heart pine 

floors of our Historic Sanctuary! 

Thanks Bob Schaefer, Mike 

Brown, and Paul McIntyre! They 

are are having to make a few 

more crosses than Bob originally 

volunteered to make. 

Keep up the great work, 

Walkers!!! 

We have supported their work in ministry for many years 
through our general budget and other special offerings. 

Dear Friends, 

 

Our brothers and sisters in Haiti are living in conditions that 

are more catastrophic than CNP has seen in 23 years. The 

Haitian people are good, kind, resilient people who cannot be 

forgotten, and our work must continue! Nearly 2/3 of the 

Haitian population, over 7 million people, live on $2/day (less 

than many of us spend on a cup of coffee). Food insecurity 

affects up to 40% of the country which contributes to the high rate of malnutrition. In 

2019 the malnutrition rate for children 5 years and under was 26%. Those numbers 

were before COVID-19 and other institutional failures Haitians are currently facing! 

Gang violence is at an all-time high and seems to be getting worse every day. Their 

dominance is exacerbating all of the social, political, and economic challenges the 

Haitian people already face daily. Gang roadblocks are shutting down the Haitian 

people's ability to access basic needs; food, water, fuel, and medical care to name a few.  

 However, CNP continues to do our work!  We continue to support the only 

public Pediatric Care Unit in the Les Palmes region, covering a population of over 1 

million people.  Our Monitrices are continuing to work tirelessly identifying and treating 

children under 5 years old with severe and acute malnutrition. In addition, our Country 

Director, Dr. Anany Prosper, is working around the clock to ensure the safety of our 

staff. Please keep the Haitian people in your prayers, and know that we are immensely 

grateful for each and every one of our supporters. 

 

God Bless you and God Bless Haiti! 

Patricia Watlington, Exec Director 

Dr. Anany Prosper, Country Director 
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IMPACT: All Church Read  
Every year the ADMT encourages adults at Unity to read one book as a congregation to stimulate discussions about GOD or 

ministry opportunities. We began this practice in 2019 when Dr. Mark Diehl preached a sermon series on the Ten 

Commandments. Lynn Babb was invited to speak to the congregation, and in advance, we offered small groups to read and 

discuss her book, Sabbath Keeping. It was so well received that the ADMT decided to make this an annual occurrence. 

Thanks to the Endowment for initially providing this great opportunity to the congregation. We as a committee cannot 

foresee all the budget expenses that arise as GOD continues to prepare us to learn and serve. But the Endowment makes it 

possible to advance our mission when needed. It is a gift of GOD that all of us appreciate and should support. 

 

Maggie Bost 

ADMT co-chair 

 

 

GIVING TESTIMONIAL 

Cathy and I joined Unity in 1977. We raised our children in Unity and have grown spiritually as Unity has grown physically in 

the community. We are dedicated to the future of Unity and make contributions to the Endowment with that goal. Current 

tax laws and mandatory distributions from my retirement account allow charitable contributions via those distributions. We 

use those opportunities to make our yearly stewardship pledge and to support the Endowment and encourage others to do 

likewise. 

 

Ken & Cathy Nunnery 

Unity’s Endowment Program is growing and making 
significant impacts in the life of Unity Presbyterian 
Church. Watch our Endowment page as we share those 
impacts and testimonials from some of the people who 
have made them possible. 

WE ARE NEARING OUR GOAL! 

 

 

Contributions to the Imagine the Possibilities Campaign will 
impact Unity's ministry for years to come. By using this 
campaign to reduce the remaining balance on the Sanctuary 
building debt, we will reduce our mortgage payments going 
forward. This will, in turn, allow your contributions to 
support church programming.  

 

Thanks to everyone who has supported the Imagine the 
Possibilities Campaign. We are close to reaching our goal. 
Contributions of any amount will make a difference. 



Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  

In-Person Worship 

 

11:00 a.m.  

In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 


