
Life at Unity 
 November 16, 2021 

Dear Friends, 

 

 As you are reading this newsletter just after the wonderful day of celebration 
we shared with the Rededication of the Historic Sanctuary and the Courtyard with 
Prayer Labyrinth, and the week before Thanksgiving, there are many things in our life 
together for which we can be thankful. As we did during the rededication, I encourage 
you to pause and give thanks for the large and small ways in which this community has 
gathered together over the last three years to continue faithful ministry since the 
December 2018 fire. 

 The rededication, in many ways, brings the events of the last three years since 
the fire to a close, or at least to a pause. It will always be a part of our history, we will 
share the story of those days of response and recovery, and yet as we grow together 
into the future, more and more people will not have first hand knowledge of those 
events. I, as your pastor, am one of those people. So the rededication service and our 
new space also gives us permission to look forward to the next steps on our journey 
together. 

 The first new step that we will share is the season of Advent. Advent is a time 
of preparation for the coming of Christ. We prepare not just for Christmas, for the 
birth of Christ as a baby in Bethlehem so many years ago. We also prepare for Christ’s 
second Advent, when he returns to make all things new. As a theme this year for the 
four Sundays of Advent we will focus on John 1:5, “The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it.”  As we seek to follow Christ in this new day, we know that 
the light still shines and Christ still comes. With daily devotions, worship services that 
are both new and familiar, hymns and songs, gatherings of young and old, we will 
together prepare ourselves for Christ’s coming. I am excited to share this season of 
light with you! 
 

See you Sunday! 

Matt 

MESSAGE FROM MATT  

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through worship, 
nurture, and service to all people. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 

is extended to Vicki Hawkins 

and family in the death of her 

sister, Linda Hinson, on 

October 31, 2021; to Chuck 

Welfare and family in the death 

of his father, Howard Roger 

Welfare, Jr., on October 31, 

2021; to Elaine Evans and 

family in the death of her father, 

Ron Powell, on November 2, 

2021; to Mary Sue McGrath and 

family in the death of her 

husband, Kevin Roger 

McGrath, on November 9, 

2021.  

 

 

PICTURES FROM THE REDEDICATION CEREMONY 
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THE LIGHT STILL SHINES 

  

EARLY DECEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 -- Kathy Choate; Bob Elisha; 
Kate Faulkenberry; Bonnie 
Norton 
 
2 -- Sheri Balcerzak; Joanne 
Blake; Landen Oltmann; 
Kathryn Schemine 
 
3 -- Bob Anderson; Bailey 
Greemon 
 
4 -- Lily Berens; Stefanie Hall; 
Joe Kilbarger; Rusty Menchaca; 
Brad Pittman; Janine Walker; 
Tammie Welch 
 
5 -- Kyle Kasik; Kathy Krieger; 
Bud Oehrli; Brian Pope 
 
6 -- Jade Briggs 
 
7 -- Cheryl Hill; Ashley Hogon; 
Andrew Scott; Taylor Sheets 
 
8 -- Steve Chase; Cole Martin; 
David Roberts; Stuart Thomas 
 
9 -- Ellen Borland; Jeff 
Chmielinski; Katie Colosimo; 
Garrett Johnson; Georgia Ryan; 
Kamryn Schemine 
 
10 -- Lori Glasco; Riley Glasco; 
Carol Nelson 
 
11 -- Madeline Gosney; Anna 
Honeycutt; Laura Honeycutt; 
Tracey Templeton 
 
12 -- Harris Blackwell; Reagan 
Michael; John Proctor; Steve 
Simon 
 
13 -- George Bauserman; 
Caroline Egnor; Lindsey 
Morgan 
 
14 -- Susan Benfield; Ella 
Brindisi; Bryant Gregory; Larry 
Stewart 
 
15 -- Shawn Bence; Hicks 
Bowers; Savannah LaFevers 

LAST DAYS TO SIGN UP! The Light 

Still Shines, Unity’s 2nd annual virtual 

Christmas Pageant needs children and youth 

to sign up to take pictures of part of the 

Christmas story and to sing in the virtual 

Christmas pageant. Questions? Contact 

Kathryn McGregor at 

KMcGregor@UntyFortMill.org or Margaret 

Monroe at MMonroe@UnityFortMill.org. 

See all the information and sign up here to participate by Nov 17: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-thelight 

The Regathering Team 

continues to meet weekly to 

review COVID metrics in 

the community and discuss 

the next steps to safely relax 

the masking and social 

distancing recommendations 

we currently have in place.  

The current 

recommendation to wear 

masks indoors for worship 

and meeting spaces is based 

on CDC's Community Transmission tracker, which evaluates both new cases per 

100,000 persons and percentage of COVID positive tests in the past 7 days.  The 

current data for South Carolina are graphically displayed (above) with Red indicating 

areas of High Transmission, including York and Lancaster Counties.  (Orange is 

Substantial Transmission, Yellow is Moderate, and Blue is Low).  As COVID cases 

from the delta variant appear to be declining, the Team is considering how and when to 

relax our protocols, while still being protective of those who have not had the 

opportunity to be vaccinated, particularly children. 

As we wait for the transmission risk in the community to decrease (to orange and then 

yellow), we continue to strongly recommend wearing masks indoors for worship and all 

meetings.  For indoor meetings, we would also like to remind all group leaders to leave 

doors open and open exterior windows to improve ventilation, and maintain a list of 

those who attended each meeting or study group.  The complete set of protocols for 

indoor meetings can be found here: https://

secureservercdn.net/104.238.69.231/3mc.3f2.myftpupload.com/wp-content/

uploads/2021/09/Phase-A-Protocols-09092021.pdf 

  

If you have any questions or concerns on COVID preparations for the church, please 

reach out to the Re-Gathering team and Re-Gathering@unityfortmill.org. 

UPDATE FROM REGATHERING 

mailto:KMcGregor@UntyFortMill.org
mailto:MMonroe@UnityFortMill.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-thelight
https://secureservercdn.net/104.238.69.231/3mc.3f2.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Phase-A-Protocols-09092021.pdf
https://secureservercdn.net/104.238.69.231/3mc.3f2.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Phase-A-Protocols-09092021.pdf
https://secureservercdn.net/104.238.69.231/3mc.3f2.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Phase-A-Protocols-09092021.pdf
mailto:Re-Gathering@unityfortmill.org
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As part of their Christmas gift giving each 

year, many members of our congregation 

have developed a tradition of giving a 

financial gift to Unity in memory or honor 

of loved ones. Such gifts may be made by 

completing the online form found on 

Unity’s website at https://

unityfortmill.org/christmas-memorials-

honorariums/. There you will also find 

instructions for making your Memorial/

Honorarium gift online or by mail/drop-off. If you need additional assistance, contact 

Anissa Lee (alee@unityfortmill.org) in the church office. Memorial/Honorarium gifts 

are recommended to be directed toward our “Emergency Needs Fund” (used to help 

those in our community who need assistance with utility or rent payments), however, 

you will also have the option to specify another fund if you so desire. The deadline for 

receipt of these gifts is December 5. They will be listed in a special publication 

distributed with the “Life at Unity” Newsletter on December 21st. 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 

Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Closed on Fridays) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS & HONORARIUMS 

THORNWELL SPECIAL OFFERING 

Thornwell Home for Children, 

located in Clinton, SC, is a ministry 

of the South Atlantic Synod of the 

Presbyterian Church USA serving 

abused, abandoned, and neglected 

children in SC, GA, and FL. The 

home opened in 1875, and is one 

of the oldest children’s homes in 

the United States. The children at 

Thornwell live in a family setting in 11 residential cottages, with 8-10 children and 

professional caregivers in each home. They learn how to value themselves and their 

families, and are assisted in learning academic and social skills, sound values, and high 

morals. Unity collects a special offering for Thornwell each year around Thanksgiving. 

Thornwell receives approximately 78% of its funding through gifts such as these. This 

offering will be received in worship on Sunday, November 21st, but you can give at 

any time by following the instructions listed below. Thank you for opening your hearts 

to these children. 

ONLINE: Click here and select “Thornwell” from the list of available funds. 

MAIL A CHECK: Unity Presbyterian Church, PO Box 1267, Fort Mill SC 29716. 

Please write “Thornwell” in the memo line. 

DROP OFF YOUR OFFERING:  You can drop off your offering to the 

“Thornwell” fund by placing it in the black mailbox in front of the Historic 

Sanctuary. 

 

Thanksgiving and Christmas 

can be a time of loneliness and 

emptiness for those who have 

suffered a loss or who are going 

through a difficult time. But 

help is available! Our Stephen 

Ministers are ready to provide 

confidential, one-to-one 

Christian care. They will listen, 

care for, encourage, pray with 

and for you, and support you 

through the holidays and as 

long as your need persists. 

 

 If you or someone you know is 

hurting, find out more about 

Stephen Ministry by talking with 

one of our Stephen 

Leaders: Susan Mobley at 704-

575-7344 

(swmnurse@gmail.com) or 

Dave Johnson at 803-280-4928 

(david67johnson@yahoo.com). 

Our Stephen Ministers are there 

to care! 

https://unityfortmill.org/christmas-memorials-honorariums/
https://unityfortmill.org/christmas-memorials-honorariums/
https://unityfortmill.org/christmas-memorials-honorariums/
mailto:alee@unityfortmill.org
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=92749
mailto:swmnurse@gmail.com
mailto:david67johnson@yahoo.com
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NEW WORSHIP BAGS AVAILABLE FOR PRE-READERS 2022 FLOWER CALENDAR 

 

Would you like to honor a family 

member, friend, or a special group 

of people? Placing fresh flowers in 

the sanctuary to the glory of God 

is a perfect way to remember and 

celebrate a special person/s or 

occasion in your life. You may 

order flowers from a local florist 

or provide your own arrangement 

with flowers from your yard or 

another place of business that sells 

fresh-cut flowers. Your name, 

along with the name or occasion 

being honored, will be printed in 

the church bulletin.  

 

Dates for 2022 have now been 

added to a sign-up genius on the 

church’s website for reserving a 

Sunday to place flowers in the 

sanctuary. You may go 

to https://www.signupgenius.com

/go/60b0944afa722a3f85-

unity1 and complete the steps for 

selecting your choice of Sunday(s). 

All instructions are included. If 

you have questions, please contact 

Debbie Butler 

(dsbutler@UnityFortMill.org or 

803-547-5543).   

Early sign-up is recommended to 

ensure the Sunday of your 

choice.   

 

“We are all flowers in God’s 

Garden.” - Karen Sweeney-Ryall 

ANGEL TREE 

Children’s Ministry members have been hard at work 

this fall expanding our worship bag ministry. Our 

regular white worship bags have been washed, updated 

and restocked. They are particularly for our children 2nd 

grade and above who remain in worship for the entire 

service. They have tools and resources to help children 

participate in the worship service more fully. Some new 

items included are a line guide to help follow the 

bulletin and a vinyl pouch for pencils and crayons. Note 

that our Children’s Worship Notes and Children’s 

Bulletins are now included in the bags.  

New blue worship bags have been created for our younger pre-reading 

children. These bags contain more hands on materials for engaging Bible stories and 

symbols of our faith while in the worship service. Some items in these bags are board 

books, lacing cards, I Spy cards, and felt Bible story boards along with our Children’s 

Bulletins for younger children, paper and crayons. We believe that children learn to 

worship by worshipping. We hope these new materials will engage our younger 

children as they participate in our worshipping community. A big thanks to Jennifer 

Brindisi, Stephanie Berens and Karen Steika for their work in creating our new blue 

bags and the items that are in them. 

We are so happy that the Regathering Team 

approved the plan for Unity to participate in 

the Angel Tree this year. As in the past, we are 

helping families who are clients of the Fort 

Mill Care Center, our two RAIN (Regional 

Aids Interfaith Network) team partners, and 

Family Promise families. We have three ways 

for you to participate this year:   

1. Angel Tree Gifts: Beginning on Sunday, 

November 28, the Angel Tree in the narthex will have angels with gift suggestions for 

children and Walmart gift cards/personal care items for adults. Angels with gift cards 

for RAIN team partners will also be on the Angel Tree.   

2. Gift Cards for Family Promise: You may sign up on Sign-Up Genius using this link: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d49aeab28a02-angel5 or by visiting 

https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/angel-tree/ to donate a gift card for our Family 

Promise families. These unwrapped gift cards may be dropped off in a sealed envelope 

with your name and "Angel Tree" on the envelope in the Church Office, in the 

Church mailbox (in front of the Historic Sanctuary), or place the envelope in the Gift 

Card box on the Angel Tree sign up table.  

3. Monetary Donations: You may donate online using the "Give Now" button on the 

Unity Website and choosing the “Angel Tree” Fund.   

If you have any questions, please contact Joyce White (murrayw@comporium.net or 

548-4135). Merry Christmas, and thank you for supporting families in our community 

during this joyous holiday season.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0944afa722a3f85-unity1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0944afa722a3f85-unity1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0944afa722a3f85-unity1
mailto:dsbutler@UnityFortMill.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d49aeab28a02-angel5
https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/angel-tree/
mailto:murrayw@comporium.net
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For more information on 

“What’s Happening”           

at Unity, please visit… 

www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 

BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS 

Throughout the pandemic, so many of our “normal” traditions have been either 

postponed or delayed. Baptisms certainly fell in that category. For many months we 

worshipped only online. Then as we began to gather in person again, we celebrated a 

few baptisms outside. A few more in the sanctuary once we returned to worship there in 

April. All have been true celebrations of God’s amazing grace.  

As parents are growing more comfortable with returning to worship in the sanctuary, 

we have another wave of baptisms coming up. Six baptisms are already scheduled for 

November and December! What a gift! We invite you to begin praying for these parents 

and children now. Pray that you might be ready to take seriously the promises that you 

will make to help raise these children in the faith and support their parents. For we are 

all beloved children of God and we are so grateful for the opportunity to remember and 

celebrate together.  

CONGRATS TO OUR 
UNITY WALKERS!!! 

 

October was a great month for 
Unity Walkers!!! With a strong 

finish Unity Walkers can 
achieve a complete walk 

around the world, 24,901 
Miles!!!! They increased the 

total Unity miles by 7.5% 
compared to September with a 
total of 15,527 miles walked to 

date. Imagine how far that 
is……. 

More importantly, here are 
some of the benefits our 

walkers are seeing: 

 "We look forward to our 
walks everyday now. Seems to 
get easier the more we do." 

 "My mom’s overall health 
has improved so much and she 
is loving the motivation to 
keep going.  (Mine has as well, I 
am trying to beat her but she is 
a walking machine these days. )" 

 "Thanks! I’m more 
motivated now to find pretty 
places to walk. I used to just 
walk in my neighborhood, but 
am over the same sidewalks and 
houses even with good music.” 

 "I've been building on my 
distance per day for a few 
years.  A lot can be logged by 
adding intentional little walks 
throughout the day.  It gives 
your circulation and mood a 
boost also.  Then I finish the 
day with an evening walk.”   

 

Unity Walkers are finishing 
strong as they are meeting and 
exceeding their Biblical Mileage 

Goals!!!! GO WALKERS! 

EXCITING NEWS: UPCOMING BAPTISMS 

Families with children: Unity is having a Birthday Party for Jesus on Saturday, 

December 11th, from 10:00-11:30 am at Unity Presbyterian Church in the Fellowship 

Hall! 

Join us for crafts, games, and activities that remind us that Jesus is the Light of the 

World. Birthday Presents will be donated to the Fort Mill Care Center. Diapers and pull-

ups of all sizes, baby food, and formula are most needed at this time. 

To RSVP by Wednesday, December 8th, please visit 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-birthday2 or our website 

at https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/birthday-party-for-jesus/. 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-birthday2
https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/birthday-party-for-jesus/
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CHRISTMAS EVE AND SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26 

As we continue to live creatively and faithfully into this post-”ice age” season for our 
church and world, we are planning a variety of opportunities for us to celebrate 
Christmas together. We want to share our plans with you so that you might find the 
best opportunity to join us as we bear witness to the light that still shines! 

 

Thursday, December 23 (yes, Christmas Eve, Eve) 

Continuing the tradition we began last year of gathering on the 23rd for 30 
minute services on the lawn as a witness for us and our community. If it rains 
these services will be held inside the 2010 sanctuary .... 

 4:00 PM - Live on the Lawn Children and Family service 

 6:00 PM - Live on the Lawn Candlelight Service 

Friday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) 

Continuing both recent and long standing traditions, we will offer video, 
livestream, and indoor services in the 2010 Sanctuary ….  

 11:00 AM - Live Premiered Video Service - Children’s Choir and Pageant 
on YouTube, Facebook, and the Church Website 

 2:00 PM - Christmas Eve Service with communion and candlelight in the 
Sanctuary 

 4:00 PM - Christmas Eve Service in the Sanctuary, with service leadership 
by several of Unity’s Youth 

 6:00 PM - Christmas Eve Service with communion and candlelight in the 
Sanctuary, with significant choral and music arrangements 

Sunday, December 26 (First Sunday of Christmas) 

Beginning a new tradition …. 

 10:00 AM - A single, interactive, casual dress service with casual dress in 
the Sanctuary 

We hope that these services will not only be wonderful times for our church family, but 
also be opportunities to truly share the light and love of Christ with our community. 
Watch for more information in the coming weeks and please contact Dr. Rich if you 
have any questions. 

Christmas and the holidays are a time of joy and celebration for many. And yet they are 

also a time in which we are acutely aware of those who are not present with us. Whether 

due to death, estrangement, or distance our loved ones no longer sit beside us in the 

pew or at the dinner table. This year, Unity Presbyterian Church will offer a “Blue 

Christmas” Service on Wednesday, December 15 at 6:30 PM in the Historic 

Sanctuary. It will be a service of prayer, scripture, light, and hope designed to be of 

comfort for those who find this time of year so difficult. The service is also a time when 

our entire congregation can gather together to surround those in pain with our prayers 

and our care as together we bear witness to the light that still shines.  

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

CROP WALK 

Did you know that in the United 

States, 1 in 5 children live in 

households that struggle to put 

food on the table, and that the 

average grocery bill for a family 

of 4 in the United States is about 

$240 a week, while half of the 

world’s population is trying to 

survive on less than $18 a week? 

The Children and Youth of 

Unity, along with several adults 

from our congregation enjoyed a 

beautiful walk on Sunday, Nov 7 

to participate in the CROP 

Walk. We learned about hunger 

around the world, raised money 

for Church World Service and 

local hunger agencies, and 

discussed ways we can help 

alleviate hunger and bring 

awareness to hunger issues in 

our community and around the 

world. Thank you to all who 

donated. With this money, 

farmers can receive seeds and 

tools that will help struggling 

parents grow the food they need 

to feed their families. It also 

provides families with everything 

they need to produce honey to 

eat and sell, among other things. 

25% of our CROP Walk money 

raised stays in our area to 

support local hunger programs. 

Thank you to all who made a 

difference for hungry people 

through our participation in the 

CROP Walk. 
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IMPACT:  Lunch Bunch 

The Lunch Bunch is open to any adult who is free at midday to eat their noon meal together while enjoying Christian 

fellowship and partaking in a variety of programs. Occasional trips or tours away from the church are also planned.  

The scope of this ministry grew quickly in 2018 and was in need of some buffer funds to ensure the quality of its 

programming.  We are grateful that the Endowment Program was able to provide such funds and the group is now funded 

through the general fund budget. 

Don & Lynn Young 

 

GIVING TESTIMONIAL 

 I have been a member of Unity Presbyterian Church for many years.  When my husband and our young children 

first came to Fort Mill in 1982, we found an instant fit at Unity.  After 5 years, we moved to Georgetown Presbyterian and 

continued our service to the community and God.  Next, in 1994, we returned to the area and were members at Oakland 

Avenue Presbyterian in Rock Hill.  These moves were all related to my husband Mitch’s job advancements.  I was happy to 

continue my teaching in Fort Mill schools upon return.  When Mitch passed away in 1999, Patrick, my son, was in college in 

Virginia, and my daughter Maggie had married and moved to Lexington, SC.  I was truly an empty nester.  After a couple of 

years, my heart was leading me back to Unity.  I had a church family here who welcomed me home.  

 Unity has always been special to me, and I have been happy to participate and serve here in many different ways.  

The Endowment Program came to my attention a few years ago.  I have found it to be a program where I can give to help 

support projects that need funding after the yearly budget is closed.  

Projects from different areas that would have no other funding are able to find monetary support.  Any amount is gratefully 

accepted as well as estate planning. So please consider donating to this program.   

 Blessings abound, and giving to the Endowment Program invests in our future here at Unity.   

Kathy Sizemore, March 24, 2021 

Unity’s Endowment Program is growing and making 
significant impacts in the life of Unity Presbyterian 
Church. Watch our Endowment page as we share those 
impacts and testimonials from some of the people who 
have made them possible. 

WE ARE NEARING OUR GOAL! 

Contributions to the Imagine the Possibilities Campaign will 
impact Unity's ministry for years to come. By using this 
campaign to reduce the remaining balance on the Sanctuary 
building debt, we will reduce our mortgage payments going 
forward. This will, in turn, allow your contributions to 
support church programming.  

 

Thanks to everyone who has supported the Imagine the 
Possibilities Campaign. We are close to reaching our goal. 
Contributions of any amount will make a difference. 



Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  

In-Person Worship 

 

11:00 a.m.  

In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a 

specific activity or the latest 

news and information on 

children, youth, and adults, visit 

us at . . .  

Website— 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

Facebook— @UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 


