Life at Unity
October 5th, 2021

MESSAGE FROM MATT
Dear Friends,
Consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together,
as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day
approaching. - Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV)

Do you just love meetings? Have you missed meetings during the pandemic? I like to
tell our new officers each year that since Presbyterians believe that we best discern the
will of God when we gather together, we are theologically committed to committees
and meetings!
Some of our meetings have continued without interruption via Zoom or outside
gatherings. The church calendar is starting to fill again with bible studies, small groups,
and ministry teams meeting safely in our largest rooms. We anticipate meetings of
some kind every day of the week in the Historic Sanctuary (which opened Sunday!).
Others of us are just beginning to dip their toes into the waters of gathering together
again. We might even consider worship on the Lawn or in the Sanctuary as a large
meeting and the number of those attending worship each week continues to grow.

As we consider the many ways congregations meet together, I recently read a post by
Pastor Donna Schaper about meetings. I think she is particularly talking about ministry
teams, small groups, or committee meetings when she says:
It’s said that the church can be judged by the quality of its encounters. Isn’t
that a fancy way of saying a meeting? What might make us not give up
meeting together?
1. Show up at the meeting with high hopes and be the most positive person
present. You’ve heard people say that you should seize the interview? That’s
how you get the job. That’s also how you come to enjoy meetings.

2. When negative people show up at the meeting, with the full intention of
making everybody else feel as rotten as they do, call them out. I mean call
them in. How else can we spur each other on?
3. Give every group three chances and then quit. But when you quit, realize
that meetings are inevitable in the for-profit and not-for-profit worlds.
My friends, the stakes are high as we meet together. Meetings are essential as we live
into our Annual Vision of Connections. How else will we connect with one another
and with our neighbors if we give up meeting together?
See you at the next meeting and especially on Sunday!
Matt

Since 1788…
United in Christ’s love,
we glorify God through worship,
nurture, and service to all people.

WELCOME OUR NEW
MEMBERS!
Matt & Courtney Matinata, son
Logan & daughter Morgan

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
is extended to Stephanie Pecarro
and family in the death of her
uncle, Raymond Blanco “RB”
Bennington, Jr., on September
24, 2021; to Gloria Honeycutt
and family in the death of her
mother, Lucille Ellis Lee, on
October 1, 2021.

CHURCH OFFICE
HOURS
Monday through Thursday
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
(Closed on Fridays)
803.547.5543
www.UnityFortMill.org

For more information on
“What’s Happening”
at Unity, please visit…
www.unityfortmill.org/
whats-happening/

LATE OCTOBER
BIRTHDAYS

THERE IS A JOB FOR YOU IN PARADISE!

16 -- Bella Faulkenberry;
Gretchen Whitesell
17 -- Gary Boetsch; Karen
Bonds; Bruce DesErmia; Cheri
Gall; Pat McCabe; Davis Pratt;
Lindsey Robinson; Scott
Watson
18 -- Liz Pierce; Joyce Sullivan
19 -- Brooke Barrett

20 -- Olivia Kuebler; Maggie
Thomasson; Beth Trebendis;
Lynn Young
21 -- Rick Dammann; Kerrie
Efird; Abby Lee; Jack Lee; Mary
Claire McKinney; Denese
Reichenbach
22 -- Katie Bence; Linda Bunge;
Jessica Carter; Nate Luebbe;
Sharon McKown
23 -- Tori Hickerson; Chris
Laviolette; Sissy Martin; Jean
Nicholson; Carol Simon
24 -- Eric Cole; Stewart
Tedford; Leanne Webb; Paul
Whitsett
25 -- Cindy Epps; Steve Hardy;
Jill Nordgren; Jessica Parise;
Nolan Sova; Anthony Swainey
26 -- Aiden Cosner; Connor
Ostrander; Robby Robinson

Unity will provide volunteers for Habitat for Humanity on Saturday, October 9th
from 8 am to 1 pm in the Paradise neighborhood near our church. Work will include
staining a deck, cleaning brickwork, and planting a flower bed. We will also paint a
storage building at Habitat's ReStore in Lake Wylie. There is a job for everyone, 16 or
older. Make a connection with our neighbors and each other. Please contact Steve
Hardy at stevehardy59@yahoo.com or 803 579-7341 to sign up.

SHARING GOD’S BOUNTY
During the month of October, your support is needed as we begin our annual nonperishable food drive, God's Bounty, benefiting the Fort Mill Care Center. The items
specifically requested by the Care Center include the following: spaghetti, spaghetti
sauce, small (1-2 pound) bags of rice, jam and jellies, pancake mix and syrup, canned
fruit, cranberry sauce, pie fillings (including pumpkin), pie crust mix, evaporated milk
and gravy. The Fort Mill Care Center will use our donated items to feed Fort Mill
families. We would love for you to bring an item or two any time you are on campus
during the month of October. Your donations can be added to the display down the
hall from the Narthex or drop them in the donation boxes located in the Narthex,
Fellowship Hall, Church Office, and Preschool. Thanks in advance for your
participation, and may God bless your families this holiday season.

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE

27 -- Stephanie Berens; Peter
Olinger; Zachary Price; Ellen
Roberts; Russ Savage
28 -- Alexander Bennett; John
Cardozo; Ron Mullis; Josephine
Ryan; Katie Windom
29 -- Mignon Ballard; Jason
Gamble; Ashleigh Roberds
30 -- Cameron Bradner; Mary
Lou Carberry; Megan Jennings;
Mary Kimbrell; Zach Nutter
31 -- Sarah Hopfer; Mary
Hannah Palmer
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Gifts to the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) can be made through Unity by
check, cash or online with the “Disaster Relief” option on the drop down menu. Gifts
will be forwarded to the PDA general fund. If you prefer to designate “Haiti Relief” or
“Hurricane Ida Relief,” please memo that on your payment. Please pray with us that the
communities affected by these events and those offering assistance will be strengthened,
have their needs met, and be reminded of the hope found in God.

QUARANTINE KITS ARE AVAILABLE!
Parents of children of Unity: When you receive that dreaded
call from the school to come pick your child up because they
have had exposure to someone who has tested positive with
COVID, drop an email to Kathryn McGregor at
KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org. We hope you all stay safe
and healthy. To encourage you while you are at home, a
Children’s Ministry Team member will make a porch drop of
a few items to help chase away the boredom.
Quarantine Kits now available for youth! Please email
Kaiti Bryant at KBryant@unityfortmill.org for youth
quarantine kits.

BE A UNITY PRESCHOOL BOOK FAIRY!
Because we recognize the importance of
reading to children from an early age, Unity
Preschool provides books to our Preschool
students several times a year (birthday,
Christmas, end-of-year). This year, Unity
Preschool has partnered with the Scholastic
Classroom Counts fundraising program to
raise money so that we can purchase additional
books for our students throughout the school
year and for our preschool library. Will you
consider being a "Book Fairy" for our
preschool students and donate to our
campaign? Any donation amount is greatly appreciated. https://
shop.scholastic.com/viewCampaign?lang=en_US&campaignId=5dcd0a2e-a92d4536-8894-9a249ca36b99

SUNDAY SCHOOL IN THE PARK
Children in K-5th grades are invited to a
4 week trial run of Children’s Sunday
school Oct 10-31 at 9:45 am outside in
“the park,” the wooded playground
adjacent to the Preschool parking lot.
Join us as we learn what it means to
follow Jesus today. These lessons will
complement our “Walking in the
Footsteps of Jesus” Sunday afternoon
program, but will not be a duplicate.
Nursery with a story and activity will be available for preschoolers in the Nursery
classroom. Safe Place trained adult volunteers are needed for Sunday School in the Park.
Contact Kathryn McGregor at KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org or 803-547-5543 to
serve. No registration is needed for Sunday school. Come join the fun!

WALKING IN THE
FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS
We are halfway from Bethlehem
to Jerusalem!
Join us for our next Walking in
the Footsteps of Jesus event
Sunday, October 17 at 3:00 pm
for families with children of all
ages. We will hear the story of
Jesus walking on water, play a
game, walk our Unity mile, and
enjoy popsicles together. Meet in
the front circle. No registration
necessary.
Contact Kathryn McGregor at
KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org
for more information.
Visit our website at
https://unityfortmill.org/hap
penings/walking-in-thefootsteps-of-jesus/ to view
dates and times.
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TRUNK OR TREAT!
SAVE THE DATE
FOR CPR!
Innovative Solutions will
return to our campus on
Saturday, October 23rd, to
offer certification in
Heartsaver CPR through the
American Heart
Association. The class will
begin at 9:30 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall, and last
approximately 2 ½
hours. Participants will learn
CPR and choking first aid for
infants, children and
adults. Use of the campus
AEDs will also be
included. The class will cost
$40.00. Sign-up is required
by October 15th to ensure
the correct number of
instructors. However, no
payment is due until the day
of class. Innovative Solutions
requests payment in cash.
To register, contact Susan
Benfield (803-984-6100) or
Debbie Butler
(dsbutler@unityfortmill.org
or 803-547-5543.) Note that
special precautions are being
taken with regards to social
distancing and safe practice
on the mannequins. Also, it is
not necessary to get down on
the floor to practice. Be
able to respond with
confidence. Your knowledge
could save a life.
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We need your help to make our first ever Trunk or Treat a fun and safe event for Unity
families and the community at large. The event will be held on Saturday, October 23 from
3:00-5:00 pm in the front circle. Here's how you can help: Provide a decorated trunk;

Donate individually wrapped, nut-free candy; Donate inexpensive, small noncandy items. Donation bins are located outside the church office, in the Narthex, and
beside the Historic Sanctuary during the 8:45 am service. For more information, see the
church website: unityfortmill.org/happenings/trunk-or-treat-ways-you-canhelp/
Please sign up to help in one of these ways as soon as possible but no later than October
14: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-trunk with all candy and noncandy donations dropped off at the church by Sunday, October 17. Sponsored by
Children's and Youth Ministry Teams. Questions? Contact Kathryn McGregor at
KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org or Kaiti Bryant at KBryant@UnityFortMill.org

CENTERING PRAYER/LABYRINTH WALK
Centering Prayer is a method of
silent prayer that prepares us to
receive the gift of contemplative
prayer, prayer in which we
experience God’s presence within
us, closer than breathing, closer
than thinking, closer than
consciousness itself. This method
of prayer is both a relationship
with God and a discipline to foster that relationship. This group will explore a variety of
types of Centering Prayer, beginning inside for some prayer time and concluding in our
new courtyard to walk Unity’s labyrinth.
Meets: Tuesdays, Oct 5, 12, 19, 26, Historic Sanctuary & Courtyard, 1:30 PM
Facilitator: Susan Mobley – swmnurse@gmail.com
Click here for more information on all of the opportunities: https://
unityfortmill.org/ministries/adults/adult-faith-formation/
To register for any of the year-long or small groups, log into Unity’s website:
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/mydashboard/sgavailablegroups.aspx or
contact Kathryn McGregor at KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org or 803-547-5543.

BECOME A STEPHEN MINISTER
Becoming a Stephen Minister is an
opportunity to learn, serve, and grow.
Stephen Ministers go through 50 hours
of caregiving training, Then, they work
alongside our pastors in providing
emotional and spiritual support to
people who are going through a
difficult time: such as divorce, grief,
hospitalization, unemployment,
terminal illness, relocation, chronic
illness, or loneliness.

A NEW 6-WEEK ADULT
SUNDAY SCHOOL

Beginning October 10th,
adults of all ages are invited to a
six-week study using Adam
Hamilton’s book, “The Walk,”
to discuss five essential
practices rooted in Jesus’ own
walk with God. Meeting for 6
weeks from October 10th November 14th, this study is a
great option for parents whose
children are attending Sunday
school and anyone not already
connected with one of our
established classes. This group
will meet in M201 at 9:45 am
each Sunday morning.

We will be training a new class of Stephen Ministers on January 4, 2022. To find out more
please contact one of these Stephen Ministry Leaders: Bud Oehrli at oehrli@comporium.net
or 803-230-0402; Lynn Ringley at stephenministryupc@gmail.com or 704-617-2853.
Applications will be accepted until October 15, 2021.
If you are going through a difficult time and need a Stephen Minister, please contact Susan
Mobley at 704-575-7344, Dave Johnson at 803-280-4928, or Dr. Matt Rich at 803-547-5543.
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ACOLYTE TRAINING
WINTHROP ENSEMBLE
AT UNITY ON
OCTOBER 10TH
This Sunday, October 10th, a
brass quintet from Winthrop
University will be with us for the
11:00 worship service in the
sanctuary. These students are
sure to enrich our worship with
a joyful sound. Make plans to
join us!

LET ME RUN
Unity will be hosting a Let Me
Run team at Unity for 4th and
5th Grader boys! The season will
begin on October 21, 2021.
Practice will be Monday /
Thursday from 5:00 – 6:15 pm.
Don Rice and Ron Taylor will be
Head Coaches. There are a
limited number of spots so
please sign up now to ensure
that your son gets in.
Visit https://unityfortmill.org/
happenings/let-me-run/ to learn
more and to register now!

STAY IN TOUCH
Whether you are looking for a
specific activity or the latest
news and information on
children, youth, and adults, visit
us at . . .
Website—
www.UnityFortMill.org
Facebook— @UnityFortMill
Be sure to “like” our page.
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CALLING all Unity students 4th grade and higher! You are invited to become an
acolyte or continue your service as an acolyte at Unity! Acolytes are a very important
part of our worship services each week by carrying light into the sanctuary and lighting
the candles on the communion table - showing that God is present in His house. After
the service, the acolytes extinguish the candles and then carry the light of Christ out of
the sanctuary and into the world to show that the Holy Spirit leaves the sanctuary in
everyone’s hearts. Acolytes are needed for both the 8:45 am and 11:00 am services.
Please join us for an acolyte training session to sign up and learn more about this
ministry. The session will last less than one hour. A parent is required to attend to
provide the information necessary to make a schedule and to hear the details of the
program.
Acolyte training - Sunday, October 24th at 3:00 pm
Please contact Jessie Little at jmlittle@comporium.net if you have any general questions
or are interested in participating. For specific questions concerning the training, please
contact Ruth Boetsch (grboetsch@comporium.net / 803-367-1596) or Lisa and Chris
Henley henley@comporium.net / 803-322-7714 - Chris/803-487-3662 - Lisa.
If you have served as an acolyte in the past, you do NOT need to attend the training
session, but please let Mrs. Little know if you would like to continue to serve so that you
can be placed on the schedule. We would love for you to continue to be an acolyte for
as long as you would like!

YEAR END GIVING CONSIDERATIONS
Gifts of Appreciated Assets such as stocks, bonds, and mutual funds
When long-term appreciated assets are donated to a non-profit charity like Unity, three
benefits are realized. First, Unity gains the full value of the donated stock. Second, the
donor can take an income tax deduction for the full fair-market value. Third, the donor
would likely avoid tax on the increased value of the asset.
Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD)
QCDs allow each owner of an IRA, whose age 70 ½ or older, to directly transfer up to
$100,000 annually from an IRA to a charity, tax-free. Keep in mind, it does not qualify if
you take the disbursement and then donate to the charity. It must be a direct transfer
from the IRA.
Donor Advised Funds (DAF’s)
DAF’s provide a simplified way to manage charitable giving with a dedicated account
for charitable giving.

We advise you seek the advice of your tax and financial professional for how
these vehicles best apply to your personal situation.

Matching Gifts
Please remember Unity during your 2021 benefits enrollment process. Many employers
will provide a matching gift through your payroll charity giving or one-time charitable
gift.
Contact Pam Bright for more information about supporting Unity’s missions and
ministries at pbright@UnityFortMill.org or 803-547-5543.

Please remember Unity in your estate planning.
Federal Tax ID #57-0360709
Please visit our website at https://unityfortmill.org/year-end-givingconsiderations/ for more details.

Unity’s Endowment Program is growing and making
significant impacts in the life of Unity Presbyterian
Church. Watch our Endowment page as we share
those impacts and testimonials from some of the
people who have made them possible.

IMPACT: Presbyterian Youth Triennium
In February of 2019, I applied to attend the Presbyterian Youth Triennium, a faith-based conference held every three years. I
remember getting the good news from my church that I was selected to attend the conference, and that I was the only one
selected to attend from my church. I went to Triennium along with 13 other teenagers from my Presbytery to Purdue
University in Indiana.
My main goal in going was to be able to learn more about my faith, and boy did I ever. I met Christians from all 50 states
and from abroad; over 3,000 were in attendance. Every day was filled with activities and meetings where we explored many
topics and ideas about God. Every night we went to a worship ceremony where there was terrific music and fellowship.
During the week, we focused on the story of Zacchaeus and how Jesus forgave him and accepted him. Through the study of
Zacchaeus’s story, I learned the importance of repentance and accepting the unconditional love of Jesus. My trip impacted
me to spend more time with God through devotion and prayer. Also, the band that played at the worship services has a
soundtrack that I now listen to almost every morning.

My eyes were opened, and my heart was filled with joy to just be able to attend such a wonderful event. I had gone to
vacation Bible school and even to church camp, but I honestly had no clue how much these four days would change my life.
This trip was so amazing, and I would do it again in a heartbeat. I am very thankful that Unity’s Endowment Program
sponsored my participation in this special event.
Mary Hannah Palmer

GIVING TESTIMONIAL
We both grew up as members of First Presbyterian Church in Rock Hill where we were active in youth groups and were
eventually married. Our family histories include Presbyterians over many generations. Our children were fortunate to grow
up as a part of Unity. Now, we are blessed to have the means to honor our ancestors and to leave a legacy for those who are
coming after us. The Endowment Program at Unity provides the perfect vehicle for those ends.
We will continue to support Unity’s operating budget and capital campaigns, but gifts to the Endowment will also continue
for a special reason. We cannot know what challenges our country and our church may face when we are gone. To the extent
we can, we want to provide some strength to the future congregations who will be meeting those challenges.
The history of the church teaches that God’s purposes are worked out over many generations. The Endowment allows us to
further those purposes beyond the short horizon of our lives.
Spratt and Sandra White
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Unity Presbyterian Church
303 Tom Hall Street
PO Box 1267
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267
www.UnityFortMill.org

JOIN US SUNDAY
8:45 a.m.
In-Person Worship
11:00 a.m.
In-Person/Livestream
Worship

Return Service Requested

As of September 30, 2021

Resilience
The capacity to recover from difficulties; to withstand
adversity and bounce back from difficult life events.

Join us on Sunday, November 14th
for the re-dedication of the 1881 Historic Sanctuary
and all of us with Christ.

HAVE YOU MADE A CONTRIBUTION TO THE
IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES CAMPAIGN?
As we go into the final quarter of our Imagine the
Possibilities Campaign, we are 15% away
from reaching our goal.
Any amount will help us reach the finish line.

