
 

Life at Unity 
 September 21, 2021 

Dear Friends, 

I recently had the opportunity to attend the PCUSA Stewardship Kaleidoscope 

Conference in Cincinnati, Ohio. This is the first time I have attended this conference 

and both the plenary and workshop sessions were full of great information.  

 

As we think about our Annual Vision of Ministry for this year, I wonder about the 

Connections we make between our time, our talents, and our treasure. Do we see these 

gifts as primarily ours to decide how to use or are they gifts from God that we are 

called to use for the benefit of others? Do we connect our time, our talents, and our 

treasure with our faith or are they independent? 

 

I know that you are generous with your time, your talents, and your treasure. 

Americans in general are generous people. In 2020, Americans gave roughly $471.4 

billion to charity. Yes, that’s billion with a “B.” The largest share of that giving, 

$131.08 billion or 28% went to a religious organization. That’s certainly something to 

be celebrated. However, in comparison, in 1980 58% of charitable giving went to a 

religious organization. So the piece of the pie going to churches, synagogues, mosques, 

and other religious organizations has fallen rather dramatically. 

 

I am certainly not asking you to give 100% of your charitable giving to Unity 

Presbyterian Church (although if you choose to do so, I won’t say no!) However, I do 

want to encourage you to consider the connections between how and where you give 

and your faith in Jesus Christ. Where are your gifts joining God’s work of peace, hope, 

love, and reconciliation in the world? How are your gifts deepening, restoring, 

repairing, and forging new connections between neighbors? Where are your gifts 

encouraging new gifts from others? 

 

Everything we have - our time, our talents, our treasures - are gifts we have received 

from God. May the ways we use them become a true testimony of gratitude, 

connection, and praise.    

  

See you Sunday! 

Matt      

A MESSAGE FROM MATT  

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through worship, 
nurture, and service to all people. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to 

Lea Shannon and family in the 

birth of her great-

granddaughter, Violet Hope 

Hunter, on September 14, 2021; 

to RJ & Marion Bates in the 

birth of their grandson, Daniel 

James Quinn, on September 8, 

2021. Proud great-grandmother 

is Susan Bates.  

 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is 

extended to Stephanie Pecarro 

and family in the death of her 

father-in-law, Joseph Pecarro, 

on September 17, 2021; to Chris 

Spinner and family in the death 

of his sister, Ericka Karin 

Spinner, on September 11, 

2021; to Anna Gosney and 

family in the death of her 

mother, Sonja Martinson, on 

September 11, 2021. 

For more information on 

“What’s Happening”           

at Unity, please visit… 

www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 

 

 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
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REGATHERING (UPDATED)   

EARLY OCTOBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 -- Jean McManus; Cathy 
Nunnery; Tyson Shouse; Addie 
Swainey  
 
2 -- Erika Friedman  
 
3 -- Jim Babinchak; Jeannie 
Bickett; Charley Faulkenberry; 
Luke Hansen; Wyndie Havnaer; 
Ethan Tedford; Liz Vierstra; 
Travis Williams 
 
4 -- Dan Mace; Deborah 
Mowen  
 
5 -- James Bunge; John 
Hoffman; Matthew Lake; 
Allison Ross; Ken Wisz  
 
6 -- Betsy Gload  
 
7 -- Laura Hall; Sofie Hall; Rick 
Meacham; Sandy Paul; Chloe 
Templeton; Andrew Thomas  
 
8 -- Scott Frattaroli; Phil 
Stocker; Larry Terrell  
 
9 -- Ashley Cordell; Austin 
Griffin  
 
10 -- Annette Chinchilla; Donna 
Diedrich; Anthony Frattaroli; 
Georgia Sullivan  
 
11 -- Reese Channell; Hudson 
Spinner  
 
12 -- Marlys Beatty; Kinley 
Cordell; Craig Evans; Caitlyn 
Meacham; Marissa Robbins; Joy 
Smith; Robin Standley; Katy 
Whitesell  
 
13 -- Kathy Sizemore; Evelyn 
Smith  
 
14 -- Lauren Meyer; Don 
Schumacher; John Turner  
 
15 -- Doris Dunn; Angie 
Haskell; Darlene Williams  

We have had several reported exposure events on campus within the last few weeks and 
ask everyone to follow CDC guidelines if they are not feeling well or have been in close 
contact (within 6 feet for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour 
period) of someone who has COVID-19.  For close contacts, the CDC recommends 
that you quarantine unless you have been fully vaccinated. People who are fully 
vaccinated do NOT need to quarantine after contact with someone who had COVID-
19 unless they have symptoms. However, fully vaccinated people should get tested 3-5 
days after their exposure, even if they don’t have symptoms and wear a mask indoors in 
public for 14 days following exposure or until their test result is negative. 

 

We want all members and visitors to feel welcome when we gather, while still providing 
for the health and safety of the vulnerable and those at risk. 

 

As always, if you have any concerns or questions for the Regathering Team, they can be 
reached at Re-Gathering@UnityFortMill.org 

If you read the paper or watch the news, you know that the delta variant is by far the 
most prevalent form of COVID-19 impacting our community and the US, in general.  
Why is that important? Well, the delta variant is twice as transmissible as other forms of 
COVID, meaning it is easier to catch and spread to others. In order to protect each 
other, and particularly those under age 12 and others who have not had the opportunity 
to be vaccinated, here are the guidelines for attending worship: 

 Self-Screening: If you do not feel well, please worship with us online at home. 
 Vaccination: Although not required, we highly encourage everyone who can, to get 

vaccinated. Getting the vaccine may not prevent you from getting COVID, but it 
has been shown to reduce the symptoms and likelihood of hospitalization. 

 Mask Up: Following the CDC guidelines, we strongly recommend wearing masks 
indoors (for those 4 years and older) regardless of vaccination status. Sanitize or 
wash your hands regularly. Hand sanitizer stations have been set up in the Narthex. 

 Enter only through the Narthex and sign-in on the sheets provided. Guests will be 
asked to share a cell # or email address. 

 Social Distancing:  Find your own seat, but maintain a little room between 
immediate families in the same pew. 

 If you become ill with any COVID symptoms on the days following the service, 
please notify the church office immediately.   

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
mailto:Re-Gathering@UnityFortMill.org
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STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a 

specific activity or the latest 

news and information on 

children, youth, and adults, visit 

us at . . .  

Website— 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

Facebook— @UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 

WALKING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS 

We are on our way from Bethlehem to Jerusalem!  Children and their parents and 

grandparents joined together last Sunday afternoon to hear the Christmas story and walk 

our first Unity mile. We wore our Christmas clothes and connected with friends new and 

old. Won’t you join us for our next walk on Sunday, Sept 26? Families with children first 

grade and under are particularly invited at 2:00 pm and families with children second 

through fifth grades are particularly invited at 3:00 pm, but any age children and their 

families are welcome at either time. These times allow for interested children to 

participate in children’s choir as well as our walks. No registration is necessary. Contact 

Kathryn McGregor at KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org for more information. 

Click here or visit our website at https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/walking-

in-the-footsteps-of-jesus/ to view dates and times. 

ACOLYTE TRAINING 

CALLING all Unity students 4th grade and higher! You are invited to become an 

acolyte or continue your service as an acolyte at Unity! Acolytes are a very important 

part of our worship services each week by carrying light into the sanctuary and lighting 

the candles on the communion table - showing that God is present in His house. After 

the service, the acolytes extinguish the candles at the end of the service and carry the 

light of Christ out of the sanctuary and into the world to show that the Holy Spirit 

leaves the sanctuary in everyone’s hearts. Acolytes are needed for both the 8:45 am and 

11:00 am services. 

Please join us for an acolyte training session to sign up and learn more about this 

ministry. The session will last less than one hour. A parent is required to attend to 

provide the information necessary to make a schedule and to hear the details of the 

program.   

Acolyte training - Sunday, September 26th at 5:00 pm 

Make-up acolyte training - Sunday, October 24th at 3:00 pm 

Please contact Jessie Little at jmlittle@comporium.net if you have any general questions, 

or if you are interested in participating. For specific questions concerning the training, 

please contact Ruth Boetsch (grboetsch@comporium.net / 803-367-1596) or Lisa and 

Chris Henley henley@comporium.net / 803-322-7714 - Chris/803-487-3662 - Lisa. 

If you have served as an acolyte in the past, you do NOT need to attend the training 

session, but please let Mrs. Little know if you would like to continue to serve, so that 

you can be placed on the schedule. We would love for you to continue to be an acolyte 

for as long as you would like! 

QUARANTINE KITS 

AVAILABLE 

Parents of children of Unity: 

When you receive that dreaded 

call from the school to come pick 

your child up because they have 

had exposure to someone who 

has tested positive with COVID, 

drop an email to Kathryn 

McGregor at 

KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org. 

We hope you all stay safe and 

healthy. To encourage you while 

you are at home, a Children’s 

Ministry Team member will 

make a porch drop of a few 

items to help chase away the 

boredom. 

Quarantine Kits now available 

for youth! Please email Kaiti 

Bryant at 

KBryant@unityfortmill.org for 

youth quarantine kits.  

mailto:KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org
https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/walking-in-the-footsteps-of-jesus/
https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/walking-in-the-footsteps-of-jesus/
mailto:jmlittle@comporium.net
mailto:grboetsch@comporium.net
mailto:henley@comporium.net
mailto:KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org
mailto:KBryant@unityfortmill.org


 

 

DO YOU STILL NEED 

SAFE PLACE TRAINING?  

Anyone interested in 

volunteering with children and 

youth this year will need to 

attend an updated Safe Place 

Training prior to volunteering. 

This includes all who have been 

previously trained as well as any 

new volunteers. Two final dates 

are available this fall: Thursday, 

September 30 at 6:30 pm on 

Zoom and Sunday, October 3 

at 12:15 pm in the Fellowship 

Hall with childcare available 

for pre-registered participants. 

Register here: https://

www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-safe1 

 
DIMES FOR HUNGER  

Christ told his disciples to “give 

them something to eat.” There 

are still many people in need of 

food in our area. Let’s save our 

CHANGE, so we can give our 

CHANGE, so we can do more 

to CHANGE the lives of those 

who are hungry here at home and 

farther away. The Dimes for 

Hunger offering will be collected 

through October 3rd. Visit 

https://unityfortmill.org/give/

special-offering/ to learn more 

about how you can give!   
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MONDAY MUSINGS  

Have you ever had a question Sunday 

afternoon about the morning’s sermon? 

Felt like you wanted to dig a little deeper 

into the scripture? Maybe even thought the 

preacher missed the main point altogether? 

The best sermons should be the beginning 

of a conversation about the gospel, so Dr. 

Rich wants to give you a chance to “talk 

back” each week. Come just once or every 

week with your questions, your thoughts, and a cup of coffee for conversation about 

and study of Sunday’s sermon and scripture texts on Mondays in the Sanctuary from 

10:00-11:00 AM.  

 

ADD SOME HEART-LEARNING TO YOUR WALKING 

Want to add some spiritual depth to 

your walking? Then join us on Sunday 

Sept. 26 at 4:15 pm in the Fellowship 

Hall as Steve Simon demonstrates and 

explains how to memorize Scripture 

while we walk, a spiritual practice he 

calls "heart-learning." A great way to 

turn ordinary walks into holy walks! 

(Steve is a retired PCUSA minister. He 

and his wife Carol recently joined our 

congregation.) No registration is 

necessary.  

COME LEARN ABOUT OUR NEW LABYRINTH 

Now that Unity’s labyrinth will open soon, how 

will I use it?  On Sunday, October 3 at 4:15, join 

Kathryn McGregor for Labyrinth 101 outside in 

the new courtyard to learn what a labyrinth is, a 

brief history of how Christians have used labyrinths 

in spiritual formation and how you can use the 

labyrinth for prayer, meditation, and gaining insight 

into your spiritual journey with Christ. All 

participants will have an opportunity to walk the 

labyrinth during this introduction. No registration 

needed. Questions Contact 

KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-safe1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-safe1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-safe1
https://unityfortmill.org/give/special-offering/
https://unityfortmill.org/give/special-offering/
mailto:KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org
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STILL LOOKING FOR AN ADULT FALL SMALL GROUP?  

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 

Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Closed on Fridays) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

We are so excited to return to choir this 

year to SING our story, GROW our 

faith, and SHARE our gifts! Things will 

look a little different than in the past, but 

we look forward to singing together once 

again. The Junior and Cherub Choirs will 

meet for the first rehearsal of the new 

school year on Sunday, September 26th. Both choirs will rehearse outdoors at the 

Preschool entrance. The Junior Choir (grades 2 through 5) will meet from 2:00-2:45 and 

the Cherub Choir will meet from 3:00-3:45. Cherub Choir is for children age 4 (by 

September 1st) through first grade. Parents, please contact Margaret Monroe at 

mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org or 547-5543 for a registration form and detailed schedule. 

These groups are beginning soon:   

Falling Upward: A Spirituality for 

the Two Halves of Life 

Father Richard Rohr in his book 

entitled “Falling Upward” offers a 

new paradigm for understanding one 

of the most profound mysteries of 

life. Our fallings can be the 

foundation for our ongoing spiritual growth. Come, join a group that will explore the 

two halves of life. Rohr will lead us to see how our failures, our suffering often provide a 

bridge from the first half of life to the spiritual joys that can be ours in the second half. 

Meets: Thursdays, Beginning Sept 30, FH Parlor, 1:30 PM                            

Leader: Joan DeBruyn – joannadebruyn@gmail.com 

 

Centering Prayer/Labyrinth Walk 

Centering Prayer is a method of silent prayer that prepares us to receive the gift of 

contemplative prayer, prayer in which we experience God’s presence within us, closer 

than breathing, closer than thinking, closer than consciousness itself. This method of 

prayer is both a relationship with God and a discipline to foster that relationship. This 

group will explore a variety of types of Centering Prayer, beginning inside for some 

prayer time and concluding in our new courtyard to walk Unity’s labyrinth.  

Meets: Tuesdays, Oct 5, 12, 19, 26, Historic Sanctuary & Courtyard, 1:30 PM     

Facilitator: Susan Mobley – swnurse@gmail.com 

Click here for more information on all of the opportunities: https://

unityfortmill.org/ministries/adults/adult-faith-formation/ 

To register for any of the year-long or small groups, log into Unity’s website: 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/mydashboard/sgavailablegroups.aspx or 

contact Kathryn McGregor at KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org or 803-547-5543.   

UNITY’S CHILDREN’S CHOIRS 
SAVE THE DATE  

FOR CPR!   

Innovative Solutions will return 

to our campus on Saturday, 

October 23rd, to offer 

certification in Heartsaver CPR 

through the American Heart 

Association. The class will begin 

at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship 

Hall, and last approximately 2 

½ hours. Participants will learn 

CPR and choking first aid for 

infants, children and adults. Use 

of the campus AEDs will also 

be included. The class will cost 

$40.00.  Sign-up is required 

by October 15th to ensure the 

correct number of 

instructors. However, no 

payment is due until the day of 

class. Innovative Solutions 

requests payment in cash.  

 

To register, contact Susan 

Benfield (803-984-6100) or 

Debbie Butler 

(dsbutler@unityfortmill.org or 

803-547-5543.) Note that 

special precautions are being 

taken with regards to social 

distancing and safe practice on 

the mannequins. Also, it is not 

necessary to get down on the 

floor to practice. Be able to 

respond with confidence. Your 

knowledge could save a life. 

mailto:mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org
mailto:joannadebruyn@gmail.com
mailto:swnurse@gmail.com
https://unityfortmill.org/ministries/adults/adult-faith-formation/
https://unityfortmill.org/ministries/adults/adult-faith-formation/
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/mydashboard/sgavailablegroups.aspx
mailto:KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org
mailto:dsbutler@unityfortmill.org
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NEW STEPHEN MINISTERS TO BE TRAINED 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY - OCTOBER 3RD 

Since we have begun using Stephen 

Ministry here at Unity Presbyterian 

Church, we have seen the great value of 

lay caring ministry. Another training 

class for Stephen Ministers will begin on 

January 4, 2022. Applications will be 

taken through October 15, 2021. 

Please give serious consideration to this 

question: “Would my gifts and talents be 

put to good use as a Stephen Minister?” 

If you have any questions, please contact one of these Stephen Ministry Leaders: Bud 

Oehrli at oehrli@comporium.net or 803-230-0402; Lynn Ringley at 

stephenministryupc@gmail.com or 704-617-2853.  

 

Every year on the first Sunday of October, Christians all over the world join together in 

celebrating the Lord’s Supper. The first World Communion Sunday was held in 1933 

growing out of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, PA. That first World 

Communion Sunday was an attempt to make a statement against the anxiety and fear 

that gripped the world as a result of the rise of Nazism and Fascism. The Sunnyside 

church historian relates that the concept of a World Communion Sunday did not really 

catch on though until the Second World War. He writes, “Then the spirit caught hold 

because we were trying to hold the world together.  World Wide Communion 

symbolized the effort to hold things together in a spiritual sense.  It emphasized that we 

are one in the Spirit and the gospel of Jesus Christ.” Please join us for worship on 

October 3rd as we celebrate World Communion Sunday together. Those worshiping 

from home can assemble their elements before the service begins. Those joining for 

Live on the Lawn at 8:45 AM are encouraged to bring bread and juice with them. We 

will be using the prefilled communion cups and wafers as we celebrate in the sanctuary 

at 11 AM. 

 

 

THERE IS A JOB FOR 

YOU IN PARADISE! 

Unity will provide volunteers 

for Habitat for Humanity on 

Saturday, October 9th from    

8 am to 1 pm in the Paradise 

neighborhood near our church. 

Work will include staining a 

deck, cleaning brickwork, and 

planting a flower bed. We will 

also paint a storage building at 

Habitat's ReStore in Lake 

Wylie. There is a job for 

everyone, 16 or older. Make a 

connection with our neighbors 

and each other. Please contact 

Steve Hardy at 

stevehardy59@yahoo.com or 

803 579-7341 to sign up. 

 

GIFTS TO THE 

PRESBYTERIAN 

DISASTER ASSISTANCE 

(PDA) can be made through 

Unity by check, cash or online 

with the “Disaster Relief” 

option on the drop down menu. 

Gifts will be forwarded to the 

PDA general fund. If you prefer 

to designate “Haiti Relief” or 

“Hurricane Ida Relief,” please 

memo that on your payment. 

Please pray with us that the 

communities affected by these 

events and those offering 

assistance will be strengthened, 

have their needs met, and be 

reminded of the hope found in 

God.  

NURSERY 

Our Nursery is open every Sunday morning during 

the 11:00 worship service for children who were 4 

years old after 9/1/21 and younger. We read a 

Bible story and do an activity each Sunday. 

Recently, we learned about God’s Beautiful World 

and did a stamping activity. Please contact Lauren 

Lochel at Nursery@UnityFortMill.org if you have 

any questions about our current COVID protocols 

for nursery. We hope to see your family soon.  

mailto:oehrli@comporium.net
mailto:stevehardy59@yahoo.com
mailto:Nursery@UnityFortMill.org
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SANCTUARY DEBT REDUCTION CAMPAIGN 

 

Endowment Program Distribution  
Grants Awarded 

 
 

On September 19 the Endowment Program awarded $10,000 in grants to the following ministries: 

Congregational Care     $2,800 

Fellowship Hall Beverage Center 

 
Children’s Ministry/Preschool         1,900 
Laminator  

 
Building & Grounds           1,800 
Narthex Upgrade 

 
Outreach        1,100 
Yard Garden Project-Haiti 

 
Outreach        1,000 
iPads for Guatemalan Medical Clinic 
 

Worship & Music               900 
Chrismon trees  

 
Building & Grounds History Team                   500 
Preservation of Historical Materials 

The Unity Endowment Program expands and enriches the long term mission of the Unity congregation by providing support 
beyond normal operating budget. The Endowment offers individuals and families the opportunity extend their stewardship both for 
today and beyond our lifetimes with current or legacy gifts.  Please visit our webpage for more information. https://
unityfortmill.org/give/endowment-program and the Endowment literature rack in the hallway adjacent to the sanctuary. 

https://unityfortmill.org/give/endowment-program
https://unityfortmill.org/give/endowment-program


 

Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  

In-Person Worship 

 

11:00 a.m.  

In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 


