
 

Life at Unity 
 September 07, 2021 

Dear Friends, 

 

 Is this what you expected September 2021 would be like? I’ll admit that a year 

ago, as I was writing some of my initial newsletter articles for you, I had no idea we 

would still be wrestling with ministry in a pandemic. I knew we were in the midst of a 

transformative “ice age,” but I suspected we would have some significant melting by 

now! And yet, the delta variant had other plans - so masks, social distancing, and 

limited numbers in various rooms remain so that we might continue to gather safely.  

 Popular Christian blogger, the Rev. Carey Nieuwhof, captures what many of 

us are feeling— “In 2020 we all thought we were running a marathon. Just when we 

thought we were finished, someone handed us a bike and bathing suit. Then 2021 

revealed that actually, it's not just a triathlon, it's an Ironman.” 

 I think that’s a helpful image for us as we begin this year together for a 

number of reasons, but primarily because a triathlon requires different tools and 

experience than just running a marathon. Over the last 18 months we have learned a 

lot and have tried a number of new things. That process continues as we once again 

are trying out new tools - like worshiping on the lawn and new cameras in the 

sanctuary. We are encouraging hybrid meetings with new technology. We are almost 

finished with renovations to the Historic Sanctuary and the creation of the new 

Courtyard with a labyrinth. More than 150 people are signed up to participate in the 

Unity Walking Challenge. 

 As we live into this new day with these new tools, I’d like to ask for your 

patience and understanding. We do not have a technology guru on staff, so try to think 

ahead if your ministry team needs to use the Portal for a hybrid meeting. I will do all I 

can to help you, but I may not be available five minutes before your meeting starts. 

Kathryn McGregor will do the same for Sunday school classes and small groups, but 

please give us as much notice on potential issues as you can. On a similar note, we are 

continuing to work with limited space, so if your group is assigned a particular meeting 

room I can assure you that’s where it best fits in the scheduling puzzle!  

 I hope you can see the ways God is at work doing new things in new ways 

here at Unity. So, let’s finish the race and keep the faith. After running a marathon, 

who knew that swimming or bicycling could be so much fun! 

 

See you Sunday! 

Matt      

A MESSAGE FROM MATT  

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through worship, 
nurture, and service to all people. 

 

ENDOWMENT 
SUNDAY -  

SEPTEMBER 19 

 

Each year in September, we 

take time to celebrate the 

ministry of The Unity 

Endowment Program. This 

celebration occurs in worship 

and largely consists of a special 

Minute for Mission and the 

announcement of this year’s 

grant recipients in support of 

ministries in our congregation, 

community, and around the 

world. It is also a time to 

encourage all of us to consider 

including a legacy gift to the 

Endowment in our own estate 

planning. So, be sure to join us 

for worship on Sunday, 

September 19th as we celebrate 

Endowment Sunday. 

For more information on 

“What’s Happening”           

at Unity, please visit… 

www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 

 

 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
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REGATHERING (UPDATED)   
LATE SEPTEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

16 -- Stephanie Benanti; 
Holland Carter; Anna Gosney; 
Lena Hall; Ed Martin; Matt 
Standley 
 
17 -- Jessie Little; Ethan Morse 
 
18 -- Freda Garver; Karen 
Hoops; Amanda Masters 
 
19 -- Evan Cioni; Bayles Mack; 
Elise Welfare; Don Young 
 
20 -- Joyce Berger; Dominic 
Frattaroli; Emily Hermanns; 
Jason Honeycutt; GiGi Stokes 
 
21 -- Beth McCrae; Matt 
Stempler 
 
22 -- Dana Berger; Libby Jane 
Egnor; Jenny Fike; Tommy 
Hagood; Evan Lake; Jessica 
Martin; Amy Menchaca; Miles 
Prescott 
 
23 -- Jim Boyd; John Little; 
Brooks Mix; Nils Steika 
 
24 -- Michael Anderson; 
Caroline Cole; Sylvia Coleman; 
Valerie Pettit; Judy Robinson; 
Cathy Weaver 
 
25 -- Bill Vierstra 
 
26 -- Mike Berens; Jodi 
Blackwood; Jimmy Jones; Josh 
Patterson; Stephanie Smith; Jim 
Webb; Eric Wellford 
 
27 -- Lisa Pait; Stuart Swinford; 
Ashton Wolfe 
 
28 -- Emily Bagwell; Catherine 
Bowman; Nikki Conley; Chad 
Cordell 
 
29 -- Bailey Masters; Andy 
Thomas 
 
30 -- Cheryl Dammann; Priscilla 
Emmert; Michaela Fish; Jules 
Fox; Georgia Menchaca; Emma 
Renken 

We have had several reported exposure events on campus within the last few weeks and 
ask everyone to follow CDC guidelines if they are not feeling well or have been in close 
contact (within 6 feet for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour 
period) of someone who has COVID-19.  For close contacts, the CDC recommends 
that you quarantine unless you have been fully vaccinated. People who are fully 
vaccinated do NOT need to quarantine after contact with someone who had COVID-
19 unless they have symptoms. However, fully vaccinated people should get tested 3-5 
days after their exposure, even if they don’t have symptoms and wear a mask indoors in 
public for 14 days following exposure or until their test result is negative. 

 

We want all members and visitors to feel welcome when we gather, while still providing 
for the health and safety of the vulnerable and those at risk. 

 

As always, if you have any concerns or questions for the Regathering Team, they can be 
reached at Re-Gathering@UnityFortMill.org 

If you read the paper or watch the news, you know that the delta variant is by far the 
most prevalent form of COVID-19 impacting our community and the US, in general.  
Why is that important? Well, the delta variant is twice as transmissible as other forms of 
COVID, meaning it is easier to catch and spread to others. In order to protect each 
other, and particularly those under age 12 and others who have not had the opportunity 
to be vaccinated, here are the guidelines for attending worship: 

 Self-Screening: If you do not feel well, please worship with us online at home. 
 Vaccination: Although not required, we highly encourage everyone who can, to get 

vaccinated. Getting the vaccine may not prevent you from getting COVID, but it 
has been shown to reduce the symptoms and likelihood of hospitalization. 

 Mask Up: Following the CDC guidelines, we strongly recommend wearing masks 
indoors (for those 4 years and older) regardless of vaccination status. Sanitize or 
wash your hands regularly. Hand sanitizer stations have been set up in the Narthex. 

 Enter only through the Narthex and sign-in on the sheets provided. Guests will be 
asked to share a cell # or email address. 

 Social Distancing:  Find your own seat, but maintain a little room between 
immediate families in the same pew. 

 If you become ill with any COVID symptoms on the days following the service, 
please notify the church office immediately.   

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
mailto:Re-Gathering@UnityFortMill.org
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A PRAYER ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 

BY REV. MARK SANDLIN 

 

God of all people, 

teach us to be patriotic, but humbly so. 

Teach us to see the frailty, beauty, and value of life 

in light of this tragedy 

rather than using it to elevate 

trivial difference to the heights of 

divisive reasons for hatred. 

 

Remind us of the response of the American people 

… and the way the true heart of this nation's 
people was revealed 

in open doors, open arms, and open hearts. 

May we never forget that on that day 

we did not focus on nationality, wealth, education, 
sex, or sexuality. 

We focused on need. 

On humanity. 

On love. 

 

Call us back to that place in our hearts. 

Instill in us the deepest sense of call 

to be that people once again. 

 

We lift up to you all those who, even today, 

20 years later, suffer from the loss. 

From N.Y.C. to Iraq, the tragedy 

has deeply and profoundly affected millions. 

May we continue to heal 

and help each other 

just as we did 

that 

day. 

 

Amen. 

 

https://sojo.net/articles/prayer-anniversary-911-
2015  

 

Good and gracious God, 

 

Today we come before you with heavy hearts 

as we remember the events of 9/11. 

 

For some of us today is a mixed bag of emotions. 

We hurt deeply for those who lost their lives 

and those who lost their loved ones. 

We mourn the nearly 3,000 who died that day. 

We are humbled by the bravery of the first 
responders. 

We continue to grieve with our neighbors 

in the loss of our national innocence - 

our false sense of constant safety. 

As we think of the way 

New York and D.C. responded, 

as churches, synagogues, and temples 

opened their doors to ALL people, 

as strangers carried each other out of buildings, 

as those who had shared with those who had lost - 

as we remember the bravery of the passengers and 
crew 

of United Airlines Flight 93 

our pride wells up in us. 

 

Yet, we struggle today, 

not wanting to get caught up in the macabre 
celebration, 

this sometimes too-prideful remembrance of loss. 

We still remember how the world responded, 

supporting us and even declaring us one people. 

"Today We Are ALL Americans," 

the headlines read. 

And we remember the immediate call to war. 

And the more than 100,000 deaths from it. 

 

 

 

 

https://sojo.net/articles/prayer-anniversary-911-2015
https://sojo.net/articles/prayer-anniversary-911-2015


 

 

QUARANTINE KITS 

AVAILABLE 

Parents of children of Unity: 

When you receive that dreaded 

call from the school to come pick 

your child up because they have 

had exposure to someone who 

has tested positive with COVID, 

drop an email to Kathryn 

McGregor at 

KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org. 

We hope you all stay safe and 

healthy. To encourage you while 

you are at home, a Children’s 

Ministry Team member will make 

a porch drop of a few items to 

help chase away the boredom. 

 

DIMES FOR HUNGER  

Christ told his disciples to “give 

them something to eat.” There 

are still many people in need of 

food in our area. Let’s save our 

CHANGE, so we can give our 

CHANGE, so we can do more 

to CHANGE the lives of those 

who are hungry here at home and 

farther away. Dimes for Hunger 

is running from September 5th 

through October 3rd. Visit 

https://unityfortmill.org/give/sp

ecial-offering/ to learn more 

about how you can give!   
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WALKING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS 

 

We are so excited to return to choir this year to SING our story, GROW our faith, and 

SHARE our gifts! Things will look a little different than in the past, but we look 

forward to singing together once again. The Junior and Cherub Choirs will meet for the 

first rehearsal of the new school year on Sunday, September 26th. Both choirs will 

rehearse outdoors at the Preschool entrance. The Junior Choir (grades 2 through 5) will 

meet from 2:00-2:45 and the Cherub Choir will meet from 3:00-3:45. Cherub Choir is 

for children age 4 (by September 1st) through first grade. Parents, please contact 

Margaret Monroe at mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org or 547-5543 for a registration form 

and detailed schedule. 

This Fall, children and their families 

are invited to undertake the Unity 

Walking challenge together, walking 6 

miles over 6 Sunday afternoons in 

September, October, and November, 

the same distance it is to walk from 

Bethlehem to Jerusalem. We know 

Jesus walked just about everywhere he 

went, so we will walk in the footsteps 

of Jesus as we hear stories of his 

ministry like calling the disciples to “Come and follow him”, walking on water, and 

walking on the road to Emmaus after his resurrection. We will play a game or two, and 

then walk the Unity mile around our campus, giving us time to move our bodies and 

reconnect with one another. Our first meeting will be Sunday, September 12 at 3:00 pm. 

We will hear the story of Mary and Joseph walking from Nazareth to Bethlehem on that 

first Christmas Eve. Parents, grandparents, and children of all ages are invited to wear 

their favorite Christmas clothes and come walk in the footsteps of Jesus.  

Click here or visit our website at https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/walking-

in-the-footsteps-of-jesus/ to learn more/view dates and times. 

UNITY’S CHILDREN’S CHOIRS 

 

mailto:KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org
https://unityfortmill.org/give/special-offering/
https://unityfortmill.org/give/special-offering/
mailto:mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org
https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/walking-in-the-footsteps-of-jesus/
https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/walking-in-the-footsteps-of-jesus/
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FALL MEN’S & WOMEN’S SMALL GROUPS 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a 

specific activity or the latest 

news and information on 

children, youth, and adults, visit 

us at . . .  

Website— 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

Facebook— @UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 

MONDAY MUSINGS - BEGINS ON SEPT. 20 

Have you ever had a question Sunday afternoon about the morning's sermon? Felt like 

you wanted to dig a little deeper into the scripture? Maybe even thought the preacher 

missed the main point all together? The best sermons should be the beginning of a 

conversation about the gospel, so Dr. Rich wants to give you a chance to "talk back" 

each week by offering Monday 

Musings at 10:00 a.m. in the 

sanctuary. If you let him know 

you’re coming, he’ll even send 

you a copy of the sermon text 

Sunday afternoon! Come just 

once or every week with your 

questions, your thoughts, and a 

cup of coffee for conversation 

about and study of Sunday's 

sermon and scripture texts. 

 

A Men’s Small Group for men in 

their 20s and 30s (older are also 

welcome) will meet every other 

Wednesday night on Zoom at 7:00 

pm for fellowship, study and prayer 

beginning Sept 8 and going through 

Nov 17. Using Adam Hamilton’s 

book, “The Walk,” participants will 

discuss five essential practices rooted 

in Jesus’ own walk with God. Led by Thomas Monroe and Danny Ryan. 

Messy Motherhood, a small group for moms with young children looking for a place to 

explore ways to infuse faith development and prayer into their family life to help their 

children grow in faith will meet this fall on Zoom at 7:30 pm for 6 Tuesday nights 

beginning Sept 14 and will read together Sabbath in the Suburbs by MaryAnn McKibben 

Dana. Led by Kathryn McGregor. 

Ladies Devotion Time will offer participants a 30-minute time away to listen to a 

heartfelt devotional that reveals God's promises. Come join a group of ladies to listen to 

Candace Bure's "100 Days of Joy and Strength." The group will meet on Zoom for 6 

weeks on Thursdays at 7 PM (Sept 16-Oct 21) and share a devotional and prayer time. 

Led by Erin Pratt.  

Click here for more information on all of the opportunities: https://

unityfortmill.org/ministries/adults/adult-faith-formation/ 

No registration is needed for Sunday school classes. To register for any of the 

year-long or small groups, log into Unity’s website: https://

secure.accessacs.com/access/mydashboard/sgavailablegroups.aspx or contact 

Kathryn McGregor at KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org or 803-547-5543.   

SUICIDE PREVENTION 

CLASSES 

QPR Suicide Prevention is a 

free, 2 hour class offered by 

Mental Health America of 

Central Carolinas.  

Q - Question  

P- Persuade 

R- Refer 

The class helps:  

 Recognize warning signs of 

suicide 

 To offer hope 

 To get help and save a life 

Virtual classes are offered 

monthly for a minimum of 10 

participants.  

If you are interested in taking a 

virtual class, these are the times 

offered: 

 September 17 from 10-12 

 October 5 from 6-8pm. 

Classes will be listed on Mental 

Health America of Central 

Carolina website 

(www.mhacentralcarolinas.org). 

Once on the site, go to the “Get 

Involved” tab, then “Register 

for Events” tab and scroll down 

to QPR Suicide Prevention line 

to register. Registration is open 

5-7 weeks prior to the class. 

 

https://unityfortmill.org/ministries/adults/adult-faith-formation/
https://unityfortmill.org/ministries/adults/adult-faith-formation/
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/mydashboard/sgavailablegroups.aspx
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/mydashboard/sgavailablegroups.aspx
mailto:KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org
http://www.mhacentralcarolinas.org
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IMPACT: Disabilities Ministry  

With two generous grants from Unity’s Endowment Team, the Disabilities Ministries Team has been able to create a 

Sensory Room and Sensory bags for people with special needs.  Located on the Nursery hallway, the Sensory Room is a 

designated space with a variety of equipment that provides children and youth with special needs access to personalized 

sensory input. It helps them calm and focus themselves so they can be better prepared for learning and interacting with 

others throughout their activities at Unity.  The Sensory Bags are like a “Sensory room to go,” each containing activities to 

provide input and focus to an individual with sensory needs. These bags are portable and can be used in worship, a 

classroom or any other church program.  

The Disabilities Ministry Team wants to thank the Endowment Team for their continued support. Stop by and see our 

Sensory Room and hear how Unity is making church accessible to all of God’s people. 

Kim Tatum 

 

GIVING TESTIMONIAL 

My wife Amy and I came to South Carolina in 2007, after a military career and migratory life.  Thinking that this may just 

be the one last move of our lives, we settled in Indian Land and began looking for a church home.  Turns out the church 

was looking for us.  A lady with a smile and cheerful greeting met us in the parking lot, introduced herself, took us in hand 

and presented us to her Unity Presbyterian Church family.  We had finally come home. 

We settled easily into the life of Unity.  Having no past history with our “new” family we concentrated on the present with 

our time, talent and resources and began thinking about what we could do to be a part of the future.  The Unity 

Endowment program seemed to be the answer.  It becomes a way to continue being involved in the life of the church now 

and long after we fade into memory. 

 

Dwight “Buzz” Benson 

March 2021, In memory of Alma A. Benson  

SANCTUARY DEBT REDUCTION CAMPAIGN 

Unity’s Endowment Program is growing 

and making significant impacts in the life of 

Unity Presbyterian Church. Watch for our 

Endowment page as we share those impacts 

and testimonials from some of the people 

who have made them possible. 
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CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 

Monday through Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Closed on Fridays) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

NEW STEPHEN MINISTER TRAINING CLASS 

UNITY PRESCHOOL 

You have heard about Stephen Ministry 

here at Unity Presbyterian Church.  

Have you thought that perhaps you 

would like to participate in this ministry? 

Your opportunity to do so has arrived! 

The next Stephen Minister training class 

will begin on January 4, 2022. We are 

taking applications through October 15, 

2021.  

If you would like to apply to participate in training for this ministry or have questions, 

please contact Bud Oehrli at oehrli@comporium.net or 803-230-0402 or Lynn Ringley 

at stephenministryupc@gmail.com or 704-617-2853.  

If you are going through a difficult time and need a Stephen Minister, please contact 

Susan Mobley at 704-575-7344, Dave Johnson at 803-280-4928 or Dr. Matt Rich at  

803-547-5543. 

Unity Preschool has been busy this summer 

preparing for our 16th year that will begin this 

week with 52 students and 12 Staff 

members.  This summer we removed the edging 

and woodchips in our Playground area and 

added turf.  We also relocated our sandbox to 

the Park area and significantly increased its size. 

Many thanks to Alan Strosaker, James Bunge, 

Jacob Saylor, and the Men's Ministry Team for their 

help with this huge project.  Our Staff and children 

are excited to begin another preschool year and we 

plan to use our wonderful outdoor space every 

day.  Here are some ways that you can help Unity 

Preschool this school year:  

 

*Volunteers Impacting Preschool (VIP): 

Volunteer to help in-class with our Four's classes or 

volunteer to help "behind the scenes" with copying, 

laminating, die-cutting and other projects.  Contact Linda Bunge 

(preschoolatunity@gmail.com) for more information about volunteering.  

*Be a Book Fairy: We have partnered with the Scholastic Classroom Counts 

fundraising program to raise money so that we can purchase books for our students 

and for our library.  Any donation is appreciated: Book Fairy Donation   

*Pray: Please keep Unity Preschool in your thoughts and prayers that we may once 

again have a safe and healthy preschool year.   

UNITY WALKING/

HIKING CHALLENGE 

 

Sign up now for the Unity 

Walking/Hiking Challenge, 

running now through November 

30th. Walking/Hiking is 

recommended by doctors as the 

very best exercise to improve 

both physical and mental health. 

During the challenge, each 

person is to set a goal 

considering where they are now, 

and what will be a challenge for 

them. If you complete the 

challenge, you will be recognized 

and receive a small 2 1/2 inch 

Cross and Unity Bookmark made 

from the Heart Pine flooring 

from the Historic Sanctuary. You 

can do your walking anywhere, 

but we encourage you to do 

some of your walks on the 

beautiful Unity campus. We will 

be providing maps of the routes 

at Unity. The routes will include 

a Unity Mile, 1/2 Mile, 1/3 Mile, 

0.1 Mile, and 0.05 Mile distance. 

For more information on the 

different challenges and routes, 

please visit our website at 

www.unityfortmill.org/whats-

happening/ 

 

 

mailto:oehrli@comporium.net
mailto:stephenministryupc@gmail.com
mailto:preschoolatunity@gmail.com
https://shop.scholastic.com/viewCampaign?campaignId=5dcd0a2e-a92d-4536-8894-9a249ca36b99
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/


 

Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  

In-Person Worship 

 

11:00 a.m.  

In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 


