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“United in Christ’s love, we glorify God through worship, nurture, and service to all people.” 

 

WE CELEBRATE GOD'S LOVE 
 
Prelude             Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore               Carter        
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Call to Worship 
ONE:  The world around us seems to be shaking, 
MANY: God’s love is our foothold, which shall not be moved.  
ONE:   When the life within us is dry and parched, 
MANY:  God’s word is our wellspring, our font of living water. 
ONE:   Let us worship the true and living God. 
 
Hymn No. 721                             PESCADOR DE HOMBRES 

Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore    
  

 Lord, you have come to the lakeshore looking neither for wealthy nor wise ones; 
You only asked me to follow humbly. 
 
REFRAIN: O Lord, with your eyes you have searched me, 
  And while smiling have spoken my name; 
  Now my boat’s left on the shoreline behind me. 
  By your side I will seek other seas. 
 
You know so well my possessions; my boat carries no gold and no weapons; 
You will find there my nets and labor.  (REFRAIN) 
 
You need my hands, full of caring, through my labors 
To give others rest and constant love that keeps on loving.  (REFRAIN) 
 
You, who have fished other oceans, ever longed for by souls who are waiting, 
My loving friend, as thus you call me:  (REFRAIN) 

 

Text: Cesáreo Gabaráin, trans. Suppe et al., © 1979, 1987, 1989 Cesáreo Gabaráin (Published by OCP) 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under One License #A-727534. 

 

Prayer of Confession 
MANY:  Merciful God, you call, but we seldom hear.  You beckon, yet we turn away.  You ask us to go 
deep, and we remain in the shallow.  Sin keeps us from responding to you and so often we seem incapa-
ble of doing good.  Forgive our lack of attention to things that matter.  Release us from all that prevents 
us from being the people you would have us be, so that we may choose the path that points us in the way 
of Jesus Christ, whose love is stronger than death. 
 



Silent Prayers of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 
Congregational Response            We Are Forgiven                      Hopson 

We are forgiven.  We are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God.  Thanks be to God. 
We are forgiven.  We are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God.  Thanks be to God. 

 

WE PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD 
 

Children’s Time 
 
Scripture Reading                 Luke 5:1-11  
 
Sermon                “Connections:  Deepening”           Rev. Dr. Matt Rich 
 
Anthem              Here I Am, Lord                                             Schutte 

Jim Lester, soloist 
 

 I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 
Who will bear my light to them?  Whom shall I send? 

 
REFRAIN: Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord? 
  I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 

 
I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 
I have wept for love of them.  They turn away. 
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
I will speak my word to them.  Whom shall I send?  (REFRAIN) 
 
I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame, 
I will set a feast for them.  My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. 
I will give my life to them.  Whom shall I send?  (REFRAIN) 

 

Text: Daniel L. Schutte, © 1981, 2000 OCP. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under One License #A-727534. 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD'S CALL 
      

Celebration of Ministry           Unity Presbyterian Church Endowment 
 
Offering 

As we worship on the lawn, at home, or in the sanctuary, we pause in gratitude to God  
to prayerfully reflect on the response we make to God’s amazing grace in Jesus Christ.   

Financial gifts can be shared online, through the mail,  
or dropped in the mailbox in front of the historic sanctuary. 

WELCOME 

Whether you are visiting 
for the first time, or are 
a long-time member, we 
are blessed to have you 
with us.   

As a congregation, we 
seek to live as people 
united in Jesus Christ. 
Our church consists of 
people of all ages and 
stages on faith’s journey, 
from those new to faith 
to those who have 
honed their faith for 
decades.  We consider 
this one of Unity’s  
greatest gifts.  We see 
o u r s e l v e s  a s  a n         
ever-widening family 
with room for everyone.   

We tend to worship in 
some pretty traditional 
ways.  We study the 
scriptures and seek to 
understand the teachings 
and actions of Jesus.  
We sing many of the 
same hymns our grand-
parents sang.  Yet, in 
our preaching and our   
prayers, we wrestle with 
the challenges of the 
modern world.  

We hope your heart will 
hear something personal 
and relevant this    
morning - a word of 
comfort, a spur to    
action, a call to a deeper 
connection with the 
God who loves you!   

After the service, stick 
around for a few 
minutes.  Introduce 
yourself to one of the 
pastors.  If you cannot 
stay or are worshiping 
with us online, please 
visit our website.  See if 
this is a place and a  
people that God is   
calling you to be a part 
of, a place and a people 
where you might invest 
yourself in the amazing 
work God is doing, a 
place and a people you 
just might call home. 

 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=92749


Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 
MANY:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  
Amen. 

 
Hymn No. 432         How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord                    REPTON 
 

 How clear is our vocation, Lord, when once we heed your call 
To live according to your word and daily learn, refreshed, restored, 
That you are Lord of all and will not let us fall. 
 

But if, forgetful, we should find your yoke is hard to bear; 
If worldly pressures fray the mind and love itself cannot unwind 
Its tangled skein of care:  our inward life repair. 
 

We marvel how your saints became in hindrances more sure: 
Whose joyful virtues put to shame the casual way we wear your name, 
And by our faults obscure your power to cleanse and cure. 
 

In what you give us, Lord, to do, together or alone,  
In old routines or ventures new, may we not cease to look to you: 
The cross you hung upon, all you endeavored done. 

 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, © 1982 Hope Publishing Company. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under One License #A-727534. 

 

Charge and Benediction 
  
Postlude     O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing              Bennett 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS today are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Amy Benson on the occasion of her birthday, by Buzz, Beth, and Mark. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to RJ & Marion Bates in the birth of their grandson, Daniel 
James Quinn, on September 8, 2021.  Proud great-grandmother is Susan Bates. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to Lea Shannon and family in the birth of her great-
granddaughter, Violet Hope Hunter, on September 14, 2021. 
 
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is extended to Chris Spinner and family in the death of his 
sister, Ericka Karin Spinner, on September 11, 2021. 
 
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is extended to Anna Gosney and family in the death of her 
mother, Sonja Martinson, on September 11, 2021. 
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this morning: 

 

Rev. Dr. Matt Rich 
Senior Pastor 

 
Rev. Dr. Mark 

Verdery 
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Jim Lester 

Soloist 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT, WORSHIP, GROW, AND SERVE 

 

Regathering 
UPDATES TO REGATHERING PROTOCOLS:  Session has approved modifications to the Phase A (indoor meetings) 
and Phase B (in-person worship) protocols to align our protocols regarding masks with current CDC guidance.  As long as 
York County is an area of "High" or "Significant" transmission, we strongly recommend wearing masks by all those attend-
ing worship in the Sanctuary and other indoor events at Unity Presbyterian Church.  All adults working indoors with children 
under age 12 are required to wear a mask. 
 
Worship 
THE 8:45 AM WORSHIP SERVICE will be Live on the Lawn through October 24th.  No Children In Worship (CIW) or 
Nursery.  The 11:00 a.m. worship service will continue to be held in the sanctuary and live-streamed online.  CIW and Nurse-
ry are provided at 11:00 a.m.   
 
Stephen Ministry 
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A STEPHEN MINISTER at Unity?  The next training class will begin 
on January 4, 2022.  Stephen Leaders are taking applications through October 15th.  If you would like to apply to participate 
in training for this ministry or have questions, contact Bud Oehrli (oehrli@comporium.net or 803-230-0402) or Lynn Ringley 
(stephenministryupc.gmail.com or 704-617-2853.) 
 
IF YOU ARE GOING THROUGH A DIFFICULT TIME and need a Stephen Minister, please contact Susan Mobley 
at 704-575-7344, Dave Johnson at 803-280-4928, or Dr. Matt Rich at 803-547-5543. 
 
Outreach 
GIFTS TO THE PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE (PDA) can be made through Unity by check, cash or 

online with the “Disaster Relief” option on the drop down menu.  Gifts will be forwarded to the PDA general fund.  If you 

prefer to designate “Haiti Relief” or “Hurricane Ida Relief,” please memo that on your payment.  Please pray with us that the 

communities affected by these events and those offering assistance will be strengthened, have their needs met, and be re-

minded of the hope found in God. 

THE NEED FOR OUR DIMES FOR HUNGER is greater than ever.  During the COVID pandemic, many of our 
neighbors have been out of work or barely getting by.  Food pantries and feeding programs that receive our dimes have con-
tinued to help meet the needs of those who are hungry.  Let’s save our CHANGE, so we can give our CHANGE, so we can 
do more to CHANGE the lives of those who are hungry, both here at home and farther away. 
  
 

THERE IS A JOB FOR YOU IN PARADISE!  Unity will provide volunteers for Habitat for Humanity on Saturday, 
October 9th, from 8:00 am-1:00 pm in the Paradise neighborhood near our church.  Work will include staining a deck, 
cleaning brickwork, and planting a flower bed.  We will also paint a storage building at Habitat's ReStore in Lake 
Wylie.  There is a job for everyone ages 16 or older.  Make a connection with our neighbors and each other.  Contact Steve 
Hardy (stevehardy59@yahoo.com or (803) 579-7341 to sign up. 
 

Children & Youth Ministry 
THANKS TO THE UNITY ENDOWMENT, the Children’s Wing of the Ministries Building has some beautiful Biblical 
artwork on the walls.  These framed pieces are hung at children’s height, and will have scripture references listed by each 
piece.  If you are worshipping in person today, take a walk down the hall and check out our new art. 
 
 

NEXT FOLLOWING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS WILL BE SEPTEMBER 26th:  We had a great time last 
Sunday reading the Christmas story and walking our Unity Mile.  It’s not too late to join us for the next Children and Family 
Walk.  We will hear the story of Jesus calling his disciples to “Come and Follow Me,” pray together, play a game, and walk 
the Unity Mile.  2:00-2:45 pm will be particularly for families with children first grade and younger.  3:00-3:45 pm will be par-
ticularly for families with children 2nd-5th grades, but all age children and their families are welcome at either time slot.  No 
registration is necessary. For more information, contact Kathryn at 803-547-5543 or KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org 

 
 

(continued on insert) 
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QUARANTINE KITS ARE AVAILABLE FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH OF UNITY.  When you receive 
that call from the school to come pick up your child/student because they have had exposure to someone who has 
tested positive with COVID, drop an email to Kathryn McGregor (KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org or Kaiti Bry-
ant (kbryant@unityfortmill.org.)  To encourage you while you are at home, a Children’s Ministry Team or Youth 
Ministry Team member will make a porch  drop of a few items to help chase away the boredom. 
 
Acolyte Training 
CALLING ALL UNITY STUDENTS 4th grade and higher!  You are invited to become an acolyte or con-
tinue your service as an acolyte at Unity!  Acolytes are a very important part of our worship services each week by 
carrying light into the sanctuary and lighting the candles on the communion table - showing that God is present in 
His house.  After the service, the acolytes extinguish the candles and carry the light of Christ out of the sanctuary 
and into the world to show that the Holy Spirit leaves the sanctuary in everyone’s hearts.  Acolytes are needed for 
both the 8:45 am and 11:00 am services.  Please join us for an acolyte training session to sign up and learn more 
about this ministry.  The session will last less than one hour.  A parent is required to attend to provide the infor-
mation necessary to make a schedule and to hear the details of the program.   
 Acolyte training - Sunday, September 26th at 5:00 pm 
 Make-up acolyte training - Sunday, October 24th at 3:00 pm 
Please contact Jessie Little at jmlittle@comporium.net if you have any general questions, or if you are interested in 
participating.  For specific questions concerning training, contact Ruth Boetsch (grboetsch@comporium.net; 803-
367-1596) or Chris & Lisa Henley (henley@comporium.net; Chris:  803-322-7714; Lisa:  803-487-3662.)  If you 
have served as an acolyte in the past, you do NOT need to attend the training session, but please let Mrs. Little 
know if you would like to continue to serve, so that you can be placed on the schedule.  We would love for you to 
continue to be an acolyte for as long as you would like! 
 

Congregational 
TODAY IS LEMONADE ON THE LAWN SUNDAY.  Unity’s Men's Ministry Group is hosting this event, 
and invites everyone to join them for refreshments and fellowship in front of the Historic Sanctuary after the 8:45 
a.m. Live on the Lawn worship service. 
 
ADD SOME HEART-LEARNING TO YOUR WALKING:  Want to add some spiritual depth to your walk-
ing?  Then join us on Sunday, September 26th, at 4:15 pm in the Fellowship Hall, as Steve Simon demonstrates 
and explains how to memorize Scripture while we walk, a spiritual practice he calls "heart-learning."  This is a great 
way to turn ordinary walks into holy walks!  (Steve is a retired PCUSA minister.  He and his wife, Carol, recently 
joined our congregation.)  No registration is necessary. 
 
LABYRINTH 101:  Now that Unity’s labyrinth will open soon, how will I use it?  On Sunday, October 3rd, at 
4:15 pm, join Kathryn McGregor outside in the new courtyard to learn what a labyrinth is, a brief history of how 
Christians have used labyrinths in spiritual formation, and how you can use the labyrinth for prayer, meditation, 
and gaining insight into your spiritual journey with Christ.  All participants will have an opportunity to walk the 
labyrinth during this introduction.  No registration needed.  Questions?  Contact KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org 
 
Endowment 
THE ENDOWMENT PROGRAM is excited to announce the following 2021 grant recipients for a total of 
$10,000: Congregational Care: $2,800 (Fellowship Hall Beverage Center); Children’s Ministry/Preschool:  $1,900 
(Laminator); Buildings & Grounds:  $1,800 (Narthex Upgrade); Outreach: $1,100 (Yard Garden Project-Haiti); 
Outreach: $1,000 (iPads for Guatemalan Medical Clinic); Worship & Music:  $900 (Chrismon trees); Buildings & 
Grounds History Team: $500 (Preservation of Historical Materials).  Please visit our webpage for more information:  
https://unityfortmill.org/give/endowment-program  and the Endowment literature rack in the hallway adjacent to the 
sanctuary. 
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Adult Ministry 
TWO ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES continue today at 9:45 am.  The “As a Child” group meets in 
Room M312, and has a Zoom option.  They are studying the book of 2nd Samuel.  Contact Jim Boyd at 
jhboyd@comporium.net for the Zoom link.  The “Unity” class meets in the Fellowship Hall, and also has a 
Zoom link.  This group discusses one of the lectionary texts for the week.  Contact Joe Flory at 
jflory@radford.edu for the Zoom link.  No registration is needed for either class, and adults of all ages are wel-
come in either class.  Find a way to connect to God and others through the study of scripture this fall.  
 
MONDAY MUSINGS WITH MATT begins tomorrow morning, September 20th:  Have you ever had a ques-
tion Sunday afternoon about the morning’s sermon?  Felt like you wanted to dig a little deeper into the scripture?  
Maybe even thought the preacher missed the main point altogether?  The best sermons should be the beginning 
of a conversation about the gospel, so Dr. Rich wants to give you a chance to “talk back” each week.  Come just 
once or every week with your questions, your thoughts, and a cup of coffee for conversation about and study of 
Sunday’s sermon and scripture texts on Mondays in the Sanctuary from 10:00-11:00 am.   
 
STILL LOOKING FOR AN ADULT FALL SMALL GROUP?  These groups are beginning soon:   
 Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of Life:   
Father Richard Rohr in his book entitled “Falling Upward” offers a new paradigm for understanding one of the 
most profound mysteries of life.  Our fallings can be the foundation for our ongoing spiritual growth.  Come and 
join a group that will explore the two halves of life. Rohr will lead us to see how our failures and our suffering 
often provide a bridge from the first half of life to the spiritual joys that can be ours in the second half.  Meets on 
Thursdays beginning September 30th, FH Parlor, 1:30 pm, Leader:  Joan DeBruyn – joannadebruyn@gmail.com 
 Centering Prayer/Labyrinth Walk:   
Centering Prayer is a method of silent prayer that prepares us to receive the gift of contemplative prayer, prayer 
in which we experience God’s presence within us, closer than breathing, closer than thinking, closer than con-
sciousness itself.  This method of prayer is both a relationship with God and a discipline to foster that relation-
ship.  This group will explore a variety of types of Centering Prayer, beginning inside for some prayer time and 
concluding in our new courtyard to walk Unity’s labyrinth. Meets:  Tuesdays, October 5, 12, 19, 26, Historic 
Sanctuary & Courtyard, 1:30 pm, Facilitator:  Susan Mobley – swnurse@gmail.com 
 
CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION on all of the opportunities:  https://unityfortmill.org/
ministries/adults/adult-faith-formation/.  To register for any of the year-long or small groups, log into Unity’s 
website: https://secure.accessacs.com/access/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2faccess%2fmydashboard%
2fsgavailablegroups.aspx or contact Kathryn McGregor at KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org or 803-547-5543. 
 
Safe Place 
TWO MORE SAFE PLACE OPPORTUNITIES:  Anyone interested in volunteering with children and 
youth this year will need to attend an updated Safe Place Training prior to volunteering.  This includes all who 
have been previously trained, as well as any new volunteers. Two final dates are available this fall:  Thursday, Sep-
tember 30th, at 6:30 pm on Zoom; and Sunday, October 3rd, at 12:15 pm in the Fellowship Hall with childcare available for pre-
registered participants.  Register here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-safe1 
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