Life at Unity
August 17, 2021

A MESSAGE FROM MATT

Since 1788…
United in Christ’s love,
we glorify God through worship,
nurture, and service to all people.

Dear Friends,
I am excited that we’ll be joining together on Sunday, August 29th at 3 PM for the
Annual Meeting of the Congregation and the Annual Meeting of the Church
Corporation. While Unity has always held congregational meetings, I’m not sure we’ve
ever had an “Annual Meeting” in the way that we’re going to do it this year. The
Annual Meeting, which is required by the Book of Order, is a time for us to take a
snapshot of our life together. We have asked each Ministry Team to write up a short
report on their ministry over the last year and to share with us some of their goals for
the coming year. We will be sharing with you a report on the church finances and the
status of the Imagine the Possibilities Campaign for the sanctuary debt. We will also be
electing the Church Nominating Committee and approving my terms of call for the
new budget year. I know it sounds like really exciting stuff, and it is. Because it is a
chance to sit, think, pray, and celebrate what God is doing in our midst. When you see
this report, you will be amazed at all that God has done at Unity Presbyterian Church
over this last year in the middle of a pandemic. It is truly a gift!
We will be offering child care for those 5 and under during the meeting, so be sure to
bring the kids along.
Plus, there’s more. After the meeting we will enjoy some pre-packaged ice cream on
the gathering area outside the sanctuary. We will have a chance to get a sneak-peak of
the renovations to the Historic Sanctuary - I know you don’t want to miss that. Plus
the Unity Walkers group will be introducing their Unity Walking Challenge to help us
celebrate the 140th anniversary of the Historic Sanctuary.

CHANCEL CHOIR
Join the Chancel Choir for an
Open House and rehearsal on
Wednesday, August 25th! We
will gather at 6:30 for
fellowship outside of the
Preschool entrance, followed
by a time of singing together in
the sanctuary. All of our
COVID protocols (masks and
distancing) will be observed.
We will begin working on
music for the Advent season,
so come enjoy a little Christmas
in August! If you’ve ever
thought about joining Unity’s
outstanding choir, this would
be the perfect time. Come
make a joyful noise! Please
contact Margaret Monroe,
Director of Music with any
questions at
mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org
or 547-5543.

So, come and join us on the afternoon of the 29th. It’s a meeting, yes, but even more
it’s a chance to be the church of Jesus Christ. You really don’t want to miss that
because we won’t be the full body of Christ without you.
God bless,
Matt

For more information on
“What’s Happening”
at Unity, please visit…
www.unityfortmill.org/
whats-happening/

REGATHERING (UPDATED)
EARLY SEPTEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
1 -- Niko Dela Cruz; Marie
Gilmore; Katelyn Thomas
2 -- Hayes Jones; Steve Mannell;
Dan Rogers
3 -- Danielle Kilbarger; Butch
Martin; Cathy Schaefer
4 -- Annie Case; Maddison Hall;
Katie Veltri
5 -- Judy Ballentine; Melissa
Davis; Jordan Dye; Danny
Gambrell; Avery Hopfer; Mary
Montabana
6 -- Audrey Allan; Kaylie
Bossert; Karen Fuqua;
Mckenzie Godfrey; Camden
Hall; Katherine Jones; Parker
Michael; Courtney Templeton
7 -- Sadie Davis; Logan Pratt;
Riley Shaftner; Greyson Woods
8 -- Caroline Gaither; Chris
Henley; Hunter Pratt; Luke
Price
9 -- Eric Fricke; Ally Helms;
Earl Pettit; Rachel Scott; Jim
Weller
10 -- Eloise Blackwell; Jennifer
Bowman; Annie Cole; Butch
Cowart; Gloria Honeycutt;
Jonathan Lake; Joe Reilly; Jerry
Walker
11 -- Rose Berens; Pam Kay

As COVID-19 metrics (case rates, % positive and hospitalizations) continue to increase
in Fort Mill and surrounding communities, continued vigilance is required to ensure that
we minimize the risk of both spreading and contracting COVID-19, particularly for
those (under age 12) who have not had the opportunity to be vaccinated. With the
recent surge in the delta variant, we are following CDC guidance to strongly recommend
wearing masks indoors (for those 4 years and older) regardless of vaccination status as
long as the community remains an area of substantial or high community
transmission. In addition, staff and volunteers who work indoors with children (under
age 12) in programs and functions at Unity Presbyterian are required to wear masks
when children are present. And lastly, we are still requesting individuals to maintain
social distancing, particularly during worship services.

What We’ve Done

What You Can Do



Regular cleaning and

disinfecting the church
campus



Upgraded air filters in
the HVAC and
increased airflow
during worship



Established hand
sanitizer stations in the
narthex



Marked every other
pew to ensure proper
social distancing







Trained Ushers to
ensure smooth flow of
people entering and
exiting the sanctuary



Established safety
protocols for Children
in Worship and
Nursery


12 -- Sue Bayer; Sammy
Pecarro; Tracy Sullivan; Keith
Veltri
13 -- Shawn Coleman; Sara
Durso; Caroline Ficklen;
Caroline Kasik; William Mix;
Leanne Olinger; Presley Teague
14 -- Elizabeth Bagwell; Wyatt
Bagwell; Derrick Morgan; Asher
Pressley; Georgia Sharpless
15 -- Lisa Cowart; Jacob Henley
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Self-Screening: If you do
not feel well, please
worship online at home

What to Expect


Enter only through the
Narthex



Sign-in sheets when
you arrive and guests
will be asked to share a
cell # or email



Find your own seat in
the sanctuary



Spoken responses,
unison Affirmation of
Faith, the Lord’s
Prayer, and one
Congregational Hymn



Communion and
Baptisms will both be
celebrated safely

Get vaccinated—not
required, but definitely
encouraged

Wear your mask while
indoors

Social Distancing:
Maintain a little room
between immediate
families in the same pew

We will
worship and
praise the
Lord together!

Sanitize or wash your
hands

We want all members and visitors to feel welcome when we gather, while still providing
for the health and safety of the vulnerable and those at risk.
As always, if you have any concerns or questions for the Regathering Team, they can be
reached at Re-Gathering@UnityFortMill.org

DO IT ALL IN JESUS’ NAME
Stephen Ministers bring distinctively
Christian care to those in need. They use
both words and deeds to express
Christ’s care for others—listening and
comforting, calling on the training they
have received and employing the tools
of faith. If this job description fits your
personal goals for ministry, consider
becoming a Stephen Minister. A training
class will begin January 4, 2022. We will begin taking applications through October 15,
2021. Please contact Bud Oehrli at oehrli@comporium.net or 803-230-0402 or contact
Lynn Ringley at stephenministryupc@gmail.com or 704-617-2853 if you have questions.
If you are going through a difficult time and need a Stephen Minister please contact
Susan Mobley at 704-575-7344, Dave Johnson at 803-280-4928 or Dr. Matt Rich at
803-547-5543.

UNITY SOFTBALL TEAM
Did you know that Unity Presbyterian
Church has a men’s softball team? Yes
we do! Several nights each week this
summer, between 10 and 16 guys would
gather at the Doby’s Bridge Park fields
for a game against another church in the
Fort Mill Men’s Church Softball League.
Sometimes we scored a bunch of runs.
Other times we watched the other team
cross home plate far too often. In the
end we made a good showing in the tournament and had a lot of fun. Thanks to
Sammy Pecarro for organizing the team and keeping up with the endless text chain!
Thanks also to Bayles Mack for the cool Unity hats and shirts. Watch for information
next year if you’d like to join us on the diamond!

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION
Mark your calendars for Unity's First Annual Meeting of the Congregation on
Sunday, August 29th at 3 PM. We'll hear reports and updates on our church's
ministry, elect the 2021-22 Church Nominating Committee, and approve Dr. Rich's
Terms of Call for 2021-22. Then we'll enjoy the return of the Ice Cream Social and
tours of the Historic Sanctuary renovations. It's going to be a great day that you don't
want to miss!

DEACON & ELDER
NOMINATIONS
Unity’s Nominating
Committee will be elected at the
Annual Meeting of the
Congregation on August 29th.
To aid them in their work of
discerning those whom God is
calling to serve as ruling elders
and deacons, please prayerfully
submit names for consideration
to serve as deacons and elders for
three-year terms. In addition to
their names, please describe the
spiritual gifts and other
characteristics that led you to
nominate these individuals to
serve. Names for consideration
can be sent by email to
Nominations@UnityFortMill.org
and are due by Sunday,
September 5th.

LOST & FOUND
Looking for something you
may be missing following a
meeting or Worship Service?
It might be in our Lost &
Found! Unity’s Lost & Found
area is located in the hallway
adjacent to the Sanctuary, near
the door at the front/Chancel
area.
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SEARCHING FOR A FACILITIES MANAGER
SUICIDE PREVENTION
CLASSES
QPR Suicide Prevention is a 2
hour class offered by Mental
Health America of Central
Carolinas. The class is free.
Q - question
P- Persuade
R- Refer

With 6.60 acres and four buildings totaling more than 51,000 square feet, Unity is
searching for a part-time and hands on facilities manager. This position will work closely
with the Church Administrative Officer caring for the campus. The primary areas of
responsibilities for this position will include custodial / janitorial, maintenance, life
safety, and grounds. A complete position description is available on Unity’s website –
www.unityfortmill.org/about-us/careers/.
Anyone interested in discussing or applying for this position is encouraged to contact
Jacob Saylor, Church Administrative Officer, at jsaylor@unityfortmill.org.

The class helps:
 Recognize warning signs of
suicide
 To offer hope
 To get help and save a life
Virtual classes are offered
monthly for a minimum of 10
participants.
If you are interested in taking
virtual QPR class, these are the
times QPR will be offered:




August 24 from 2-4pm
September 17 from 10-12
October 5 from 6-8pm.

Classes will be listed on Mental
Health America of Central
Carolina website
(www.mhacentralcarolinas.org).
Once on the site, go to the “Get
Involved” tab, then “Register
for Events” tab and scroll down
to QPR Suicide Prevention line
to register. Registration is open
5-7 weeks prior to the class.
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SAFE PLACE TRAINING/RETRAINING
Anyone interested in volunteering with children and youth this year will need to attend
an updated Safe Place Training prior to volunteering. This includes all who have
been previously trained as well as new volunteers. A variety of dates, times, and
formats are available. Note: childcare is available for pre-registered attendees for both
Sunday afternoon training times.
Please register to attend the date and time that works best for you so we are ready for
our new program year: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3safe

Tuesday, August 17: 7:00-8:00 pm
Zoom
Thursday, August 19: 6:30-7:30 pm
in-person
Sunday, August 22: 3:00-4:00 pm
in-person with childcare
Thursday, August 26: 7:00-8:00 pm
Zoom
Sunday, August 29: 2:00-3:00 pm in-person with childcare

GRANDS CAMP
During the first week of August, Grands Camp 2020 (much like the delayed Tokyo 2020
Olympics) was held in our Fellowship Hall for grandparents and grandchildren who had
registered to attend last summer. Our theme was GIFT – Growing in Faith Together.
Each day, we met together for worship, then participated in storytelling, art, games, and
mission projects as we learned that God gives us gifts, We share our gifts, and God uses
our gifts and even multiplies them in ways we can’t imagine. Darlene Williams offered
creative pre-packaged snacks to go with our theme. Sissy Martin chose children’s books
for read-alouds and offered grandparents baskets of books to read with their
grandchildren during storytelling. She even shared her beautiful hats and hat boxes as
she read Jan Karon’s book, Miss Fannie’s Hat, with our families. Kim Tatum planned a
fun art project each day that allowed us to reflect on our theme. We made Spend, Save
and Give banks and Kindness jars filled with sticks on which we wrote simple acts of
kindness we could do each day. We also participated in a mission project each day.
Wednesday we filled 88 pencil boxes for Classroom Ready with the supplies collected
during the Change for the Church offering in July. Thursday, we made placemats for
Meals on Wheels clients. Friday, we made Manna Bags to help feed those in our
community who are hungry. These bags have been shared with the congregation to
multiply the blessing to those they may see who are hungry.
Friday as one of our families was walking to their car after Grands Camp with their
Manna Bags, one of the brick layer workers working on Unity’s new courtyard was
walking to his truck. He somewhat kiddingly asked if we were serving lunch for he and
his friend. As he walked to the back of his truck, the grandmother asked him if he and
his friend needed lunch. He said “Yes, that would really be helpful.” So they gave him
two Manna Bags and said to please enjoy! He expressed his appreciation. As they got in
the car, their 8 year old grandson was so excited he was having trouble containing
himself. He said, “Nana, this is great, we gave Manna Bags to our first client!” One of
our church staff members picked up a couple of bags to keep in her car because she said
she often sees a man between Rock Hill and Fort Mill on her way to work each day. She
saw him the day after she had picked up the bags and went out of her way to find him in
a gas station parking lot and give him a bag. She offered him two, but he declined and
said one was enough. He was also very appreciative for this ministry. In addition to the
manna bags our congregation will disseminate all over Fort Mill and Charlotte, we
gathered the leftover items and donated 76 lbs of food to the Fort Mill Care Center,
much like the 12 baskets that were gathered up after the feeding of the 5000 in our Bible
story that day.
Grands Camp 2022 will be the first week in August next summer. We hope you will plan
to join us then as we enjoy another week of multi-generational faith formation at Unity.

STAY IN TOUCH
Whether you are looking for a
specific activity or the latest news
and information on children,
youth, and adults, visit us at . . .
Website—
www.UnityFortMill.org
Facebook— @UnityFortMill
Be sure to “like” our page.
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Unity’s Endowment Program is growing and making
significant impacts in the life of Unity Presbyterian
Church. Watch for our Endowment page as we share
those impacts and testimonials from some of the
people who have made them possible.

IMPACT: Creative Expressions
The Endowment gift to Unity's Creative Expressions has enabled our group to make and give cross stitch bibs to
newborns in our church family and beaded shell Chrismons to children being baptized. After the initial seed funding,
annual budgeted funds are being directed to continue this ministry which provides Christian fellowship for the crafters and
meaningful keepsakes for Unity’s children.
Thanks,
Doris Dunn

GIVING TESTIMONIAL
The Endowment tag line – “Creating a legacy today for a faithful tomorrow” caught our attention. Knowing that all our
blessings come from God (and yes we are blessed) motivated us to investigate Unity’s Endowment Program.
We, as members for 24 years, care about the many missions supported by our church. We want to see them continue. Our
gifts today can impact future generations.
We are called to be good stewards. What better way to accomplish this than to give to our Endowment? There is no limit,
even a small gift, joined with others, invested over time helps grow the Endowment.
As an added plus, a donation offered us tax benefits. We plan to make a yearly donation to this fund.
We look forward to watching the endowment grow, hearing about the grants and supporting the church we love.
We try to remember that Jesus loves, serves, saves and invests in us.
Dickie and Wyndie Havnaer
Will you consider Unity’s Endowment Program in your giving plans?

SANCTUARY DEBT REDUCTION CAMPAIGN
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KATHRYN’S SABBATICAL
I want to thank the Session and the entire congregation for your gracious gift of an 11
week sabbatical this summer. As some of you know, I was scheduled to take my
sabbatical last summer, congruent with my husband’s, and we were planning a three
week trip to Scotland, a bucket list trip for sure! Unfortunately, COVID had other ideas
and we have now postponed that trip indefinitely. For various reasons, Sam took his
sabbatical time last summer and I waited until this summer.
This summer was just the time of rest and renewal that I needed after a challenging few
years here at Unity with the church fire, staff transitions, and the pandemic. In May, my
husband and young adult daughters took a two week trip through Pennsylvania, New
York, Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine, spending a week on the Southeastern
shore of Maine. We visited Niagara Falls, spent three days in the Adirondack mountains
of New York, hiked, rafted, ate lobster, saw a moose, sailed, and just had a wonderful
time together. During June and July, I spent time with friends and family I hadn’t seen
much or at all during the pandemic, bought a kayak and explored the rivers and lakes in
York County, read 22 books, worked in my yard, did yoga, walked my dog, and rested.
During my time away, I visited a few different churches for worship, but realized that
what I missed was my own Unity faith community. It has been so long since I have seen
so many of you and since we have all been together for worship, fellowship, and service.
In late July, I attended the funeral of a friend’s grandmother at another church. We sang
5 hymns, 5 verses of each, and no one was masked. While I was not expecting that and
was not comfortable with the choice they made to include that much singing in a
worship service right now, I was teary eyed singing the great hymns of the church with a
congregation full of people for the first time in a year and a half. My prayer is that we
continue to find ways to reconnect this year, even if it means being in smaller groups,
outside, or masked, or that our ministries and programs look a little different. The
church is the people and we are better when we are together as the body of Christ.
Thank you again, for the gift of Sabbath. It has renewed me and refreshed me for the
ministry ahead of us. As I near the 8th anniversary of beginning fulltime ministry with
you all at Unity, I look forward to what God has in store for us as a community of faith.
Even if it looks different and even if I can’t see your smiling faces behind your masks
right now, I trust that the Holy Spirit will lead us through this time of uncertainty to a
place of creativity and new life.

UNITY WALKING/HIKING CHALLENGE
Beginning on September 1, 2021, Unity is conducting a Walking / Hiking Challenge as
part of our Unity 140 Year Historic Sanctuary Celebration. Walking / Hiking is
recommended by doctors as the very best exercise to improve both physical and mental
health. During the challenge, each person is to set a goal considering where they are
now, and what will be a challenge for them. If you complete the challenge, you will be
recognized and receive a small 2 1/2 inch Cross and Unity Bookmark made from the
Heart Pine flooring from the Historic Sanctuary. You can do your walking anywhere,
but we encourage you to do some of your walks on the beautiful Unity campus. We will
be providing maps of the routes at Unity. The routes will include a Unity Mile, 1/2
Mile, 1/3 Mile, 0.1 Mile, and 0.05 Mile distance. For more information on the different
challenges and routes, please visit our website at www.unityfortmill.org/whatshappening/

NEW CHURCH OFFICE
HOURS
Monday—Thursday
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
(Friday Closed)
803.547.5543
www.UnityFortMill.org
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Unity Presbyterian Church
303 Tom Hall Street
PO Box 1267
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267
www.UnityFortMill.org

JOIN US SUNDAY
8:45 a.m.
In-Person Worship
11:00 a.m.
In-Person/Livestream
Worship

Return Service Requested

