
 

Life at Unity 
 August 03, 2021 

Dear Friends, 

The pandemic is not over yet. We had made what seemed as significant progress, but 

we find ourselves at higher risk once again. On my trip to Arizona, Nevada, and 

California, mask wearing was rare but in most places where we traveled vaccination 

rates were high. South Carolina and York County find themselves in the “high 

transmission” category and so masks are recommended for everyone in indoor public 

settings. This is not where we wanted to be. 

 

I found a recent Facebook post by James Howell, pastor of Myers Park United 

Methodist Church, to be helpful: 

I’m getting dinged, as I expected, for our decision to be masked in worship 

tomorrow. I welcome all input, always. Critics say it’s politics, not science. I 

don’t know anything about the political leanings of the 7 doctors we rely 

upon. I know they love our church, and they deal with Covid every day in 

their work. Without hesitation and adamantly, they’ve said we should be 

masked Sunday. I bumped into someone the other day who said Your doctors 

are wrong. I welcome that thought too. I may be “Dr.” Howell, but my 

medical knowledge is about 1/1000th of the real doctors. We will trust and 

follow their guidance. No one wants people in church more than I do. I dislike 

masking. But I can do this to be in God’s house with God’s people. A friend, 

who loathes masks, told me the other day he wore one for 6 hours in order to 

fly to visit his family. That’s neither politics nor science. It’s love. 

 

That’s the key. It’s about love. It’s love for those unable to be vaccinated due to health 

conditions or without an approved vaccine (like our children). It’s love for those at 

risk. It’s love for one another and for Christ. So, we’ll go back to wearing our masks so 

we can continue to gather together to worship the living God. Maybe it won’t be for 

long. Maybe we will see vaccination rates rise (please if you’re not vaccinated yet, do so 

now). Maybe our fall programming can begin in all the ways we are planning and 

hoping and praying. 

 

Until then, we’ll trust in the Lord. We’ll each do our part to keep one another safe. 

We’ll make it through this - together. We can do this. 

 

See you Sunday! 

Matt  

A MESSAGE FROM MATT -  PANDEMIC CONTINUES 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through worship, 
nurture, and service to all people. 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is 

extended to Linda Bunge and 

family in the death of her father, 

John Oldford, on July 20, 2021, 

in Florida; to the family of 

Donald “Terry” Lowe, who 

passed away on August 1, 2021. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to 

Ed & Mary Martin in the birth 

of their granddaughter, “Francis 

Ezra Martin Silber”, born on 

July 11, 2021.  Proud new 

parents are Joshua Silber & Meg 

Martin-Silber.  

For more information on 

“What’s Happening”           

at Unity, please visit… 

www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
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Clarification from Regathering Team: 

For all activities on Unity’s campus, whether inside or outside, for worship or for 

fellowship, mask-wearing will follow the CDC guidelines. For those who have been fully 

vaccinated (two weeks after the second vaccine), and for those who are not fully 

vaccinated or not yet had the opportunity to be vaccinated, we ask that you continue to 

wear a mask (for those 4 years and older).  At this time, we are still requesting 

individuals to maintain social distancing, particularly during worship 

services. We want all members and visitors to feel welcome when we gather, while still 

providing for the health and safety of the vulnerable and those at risk.    

 

As always, if you have any concerns or questions for the Regathering Team, they can be 

reached at Re-Gathering@UnityFortMill.org. 

REGATHERING (UPDATED) 

What We’ve Done 

 Regular cleaning and  
disinfecting the church 
campus 

 Upgraded  air filters in 
the HVAC and 
increased airflow   
during worship 

 Established hand  
sanitizer stations in the 
narthex 

 Marked every other 
pew to ensure proper 
social distancing 

 Trained Ushers to   
ensure smooth flow of 
people entering and 
exiting the sanctuary 

 Established safety 
protocols for Children 
in Worship and 
Nursery  

What You Can Do 

 Self-Screening: If you do 
not feel well, please 
worship online at home 

 Get vaccinated—not 
required, but definitely 
encouraged 

 Wear your mask while 
indoors  

 Social Distancing: 
Maintain a little room  
between immediate 
families in the same pew  

 Sanitize or wash your 
hands  

What to Expect 

 Enter only through the 
Narthex 

 Sign-in sheets when 
you arrive and guests 
will be asked to share a 
cell # or email 

 Find your own seat in 
the sanctuary 

 Spoken responses, 
unison Affirmation of 
Faith, the Lord’s   
Prayer, and one     
Congregational Hymn  

 Communion and  
Baptisms will both be 
celebrated safely 

We will 

worship and 

praise the 

Lord together!  

We are excited to continue with Sunday morning in-person indoor worship in the 

sanctuary. However, we recognize the need for continued vigilance and love to ensure as 

a community that we minimize the risk of both spreading and contracting COVID-19.  

As disciples of Jesus, we seek above all else to love the Lord our God and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves, so following guidance from global health experts, we have 

prepared to worship together. 

LATE AUGUST 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
16 -- Maren Coffman; Jim 
Fatzinger 
 
17 -- Pam Bright; Wes Gosney; 
Lewis Norman; David Rozelle; 
Sean Shamble; Suzanne Smith; 
Ansley Turner 
 
18 -- Harper Ennis; Jake Hill; 
Charlie Lake; Kara Miller; Geri 
Petitt; Bob Schaefer; Greg 
Smith 
 
19 -- Kim Fish; Kaitlyn Hall; 
Dan Mummey; Bruce 
Windham; Steele Loren 
Woodward 
 
20 -- Kristy Chmielinski; Sinclair 
Creech; Charlene Greyard; Amy 
Helms; Wayne Meyer; Kim 
Pittman 
 
21 -- Julia Benfield; Stephanie 
Hansen; Mia Smith; Janet Todd 
 
22 -- Taylor Bunge; Allie 
Cardozo; Mia Davis; Clark 
Hopfer; John Young 
 
23 -- Anna Hines; Rhys Ivens-
Brown; Winona Kennedy; 
Angie McCrae; Wade Scott; 
Rusty Todd 
 
24 -- Lexi Bates; Skyler Grove; 
Dehler Hart; Ansley McDonald; 
Kelly Reilly; Carolyn Rogers; 
Ken Tysinger; Julie Wells 
 
25 -- Zoey Hines; Lucille Lee; 
Peter Mummey 
 
26 -- Strat Lake; Quinn Miller; 
Reeves Robbins; Mary Shouse; 
Cate Tedford 
 
27 -- Matthew Bowman; Billy 
Bradford; Alexandra Evans; 
Mason Friedman; Chelsea 
Grove; Suzanne Kuebler; 
Madelyn Weeks 
 
28 -- Jennifer Thomas; Megan 
Watson 
 
29 -- Deanna Bradner; Don 
Reichenbach; Alan Schaefer; 
Carrie Stocker; Trey Swainey; 
Catherine Woods 
 
30 -- Forrest Rozelle; Jacob 
Saylor; Jean Thies 
 
31 -- Logan Bennett; Liz 
Campo; Kristi Huddleson; Gail 
McElmoyle; Lynn Ringley; 
Diane Yarborough 

mailto:Re-Gathering@UnityFortMill.org


 

3 

MEN’S MINISTRY BREAKFAST 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

Please mark your calendars for the Red Cross blood drive at Unity in the Fellowship 

Hall on Tuesday, Aug 3 from 2:30-7pm. Appointments for donations are encouraged. 

The online sign up site is available at  RedCrossBlood.org and enter Unity to schedule 

an appointment. There is a real need for blood now. 

Our next Men's Ministry Breakfast will be Tuesday, August 10, at 8:00 AM in the 

Fellowship Hall.  All men of Unity and their guests are invited to join us for breakfast, 

fellowship, a devotional, and discussion of our service projects.  Until the kitchen 

reopens, these will be BYOB (Bring Your Own Breakfast) events.  For additional 

information on Men's Ministry, please contact Larry Terrell at (803) 548-7179 or 

larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net. 

COLLECTIONS FOR FORT MILL CARE CENTER 

We've collected 3,066 lbs. of food and supplies for Fort Mill Care Center this 

year.  Thank you for your generosity.  You 

can drop off donations in the collection 

bins in the Narthex any Sunday.  Current 

needs, in addition to peanut butter and 

jelly, include canned fruit, paper towels, 

liquid dish soap, and paper, plastic, or 

reusable grocery bags. 

 

SOME PHOTOS FROM 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT 

mailto:larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net


 

LEAD FOUR’S TEACHER:  

Unity Preschool is seeking a 

dedicated and preferably 

experienced part-time Preschool 

Lead Teacher for our Four’s 

class. We seek a teacher who has 

demonstrated skills establishing 

effective relationships with staff, 

parents, and children along with 

excellent leadership, 

organizational, and 

communication skills. In this 

rewarding position, you will 

assume responsibility for 

creating and maintaining an 

educational, creative, loving, and 

nurturing environment for our 

preschool children and their 

families. Hours are Monday thru 

Thursday from 8:15 until 12:30 

and our school year begins the 

week of Labor Day. A 

bachelor’s degree in early 

childhood education is strongly 

preferred, but we will also 

consider years of comparable 

experience.   

Please contact Linda Bunge, 

Director of Unity Preschool 

(preschoolatunity@gmail.com), 

for additional information. 
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SAFE PLACE TRAINING/RETRAINING 

SEARCHING FOR A FACILITIES MANAGER 

With 6.60 acres and four buildings totaling more than 51,000 square feet, Unity is 

searching for a part-time and hands on facilities manager. This position will work closely 

with the Church Administrative Officer caring for the campus. The primary areas of 

responsibilities for this position will include custodial / janitorial, maintenance, life 

safety, and grounds. A complete position description is available on Unity’s website – 

www.unityfortmill.org/about-us/careers/. 

Anyone interested in discussing or applying for this position is encouraged to contact 

Jacob Saylor, Church Administrative Officer, at jsaylor@unityfortmill.org.  

Anyone interested in volunteering with children and youth this year will need to attend 

an updated Safe Place Training prior to volunteering. This includes all who have 

been previously trained as well as new volunteers. A variety of dates, times, and 

formats are available. Note: childcare is available for pre-registered attendees for both 

Sunday afternoon training times.  

Please register to attend the date and time that works best for you so we are ready for 

our new program year: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-

safe 

 

Tuesday, August 17: 7:00-8:00 pm 

Zoom  

Thursday, August 19: 6:30-7:30 pm 

in-person  

Sunday, August 22: 3:00-4:00 pm    

in-person with childcare 

Thursday, August 26: 7:00-8:00 pm 

Zoom  

Sunday, August 29: 2:00-3:00 pm in-person with childcare 

mailto:preschoolatunity@gmail.com
https://unityfortmill.org/about-us/careers/
mailto:jsaylor@unityfortmill.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-safe
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AA9AF22A4FE3-safe
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STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a 

specific activity or the latest 

news and information on 

children, youth, and adults, visit 

us at . . .  

Website— 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

Facebook— @UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 

MORE FAMILY FUN NIGHT PHOTOS 

How are your kiddos doing with the Summer Reading Challenge? It's not too late to 

jump right in! 

 

Preschool and Elementary-

aged children are invited to 

participate in Unity’s 

Summer Reading Challenge 

to add some faith-based 

books to your summer 

reading list. Ms. Kathryn has 

created a list to help you 

choose some great books to 

read this summer. Consider 

adding one or two to your 

own library and maybe share with a friend. 

For full information, visit: https://unityfortmill.org/.../summer-reading-challenge/  

Visit our Facebook Page @UnityFortMill to view a new reading every Monday and 
Thursday! 

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 

SUMMER SUNDAY 

SCHOOL    

Adults and youth of all ages are 

invited to join us for the 

remaining weeks of Summer 

Sunday School as we hear 

stories of mission and ministry 

from representatives in our 

Outreach, Congregational Care, 

and Youth Ministries. This will 

be a hybrid offering with an in-

person option in the 

Fellowship Hall each Sunday 

from 9:45 – 10:30 am as well as 

the option to Zoom in for the 

presentation. Nursery will be 

provided for children. Watch 

the announcements and church 

website for the topic and 

speakers each week. Contact 

Thomas Monroe at 

monroe.thomasj@gmail.com or 

Maggie Bost at 

mandjbost@gmail.com for the 

Zoom link.  

 

YOUTH PARENT MEETING 

Parents of youth: Please join Kaiti in the Fellowship Hall on Thursday, August 12th at 

6:30pm as she shares information about what to expect/what is coming up for the 

youth. This is an opportunity for new youth parents to meet Kaiti and learn more about 

youth group. Snacks will be available as well. 

Fort Mill Fire Department providing 
some water fun! 

Youth and children enjoying the water 
games! 

https://unityfortmill.org/ministries/children/childrens-faith-formation/summer-reading-challenge/?fbclid=IwAR0_kXwRl-eBYlQO1QgRpL2eUJ17v3li3YPvI__AR-f9eF1WJh3MoPEmsyg


 

 

EVER THOUGHT 

ABOUT BECOMING A 

STEPHEN MINISTER? 

Unity Presbyterian Church will 

be training another class of 

Stephen Ministers the first of 

2022. Stephen Ministers work 

alongside our pastors to care, 

encourage, and provide 

emotional and spiritual support 

to people who are going 

through a difficult time, such as 

divorce, grief, hospitalization, 

unemployment, terminal illness, 

relocation, chronic illness, or 

loneliness. If you have gifts for 

caring, encouragement, and 

listening, please begin to 

prayerfully consider whether 

you might want to be part of 

this exciting ministry. If you 

think you might be interested, 

please contact Bud Oehrli at 803

-230-0402 or 

oehrli@comporium.net. 

If you are going through a 

difficult time and need a 

Stephen Minister please contact 

Susan Mobley at 704-575-7344 

or at swmnurse@gmail.com, or 

Rev. Dr. Matt Rich at 803-547-

5543. 
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Unity’s Endowment Program is growing and making significant impacts in the life of 

Unity Presbyterian Church.  Watch for our Endowment page as we share those 

impacts and testimonials from some of the people who have made them possible. 

IMPACT: Children’s Ministry Team - Growing in God’s Love 

Story Bibles 

The Children’s Ministry Team recognized a need of doing children’s faith formation 

in new and different ways during the pandemic.  By providing each family, with 

children 4 years old to 5th grade, a Growing in God’s Love Story Bible, for use at home, 

would be ideal.   It would also support our current “At Home” curriculum already 

purchased through regular budget monies and fulfill our CMT mission of “being a 

nurturing environment where children and their families experience God in all areas 

of the life of the church and are empowered to live as disciples of Christ.”   A 

suggested weekly calendar was distributed with monthly dates for small group, in-

person events on Sunday afternoons at the church.  Flexibility was encouraged to fit 

their family needs and schedules.   

These Bible Story books were distributed to approximately 100 families, some of 

which were not regular attendees.  This insured that they would have a connection to 

church and know our congregation is invested in their children’s Christian Education.   

The Endowment Program helped meet family needs by providing resources to help 

the children learn stories of the faith and grow in their relationship with God even 

when they could not attend church in person.  

Kathy Sizemore, CMT Chair 

 

GIVING TESTIMONIAL 

We are so pleased to be able to support the legacy of service through Christ by 

donating to the Unity Presbyterian Church Endowment Program. Over the years 

Unity has become our Church home and family, and we hope to share just a fraction 

of all of the blessings Unity has provided to our family. We know the Endowment 

fund will continue to support Unity for future generations to come.  

Dan Raischel 

 

Will you consider Unity’s Endowment Program in your giving plans? 

mailto:swmnurse@gmail.com
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NEW CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 

Monday—Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Friday Closed) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 

SANCTUARY DEBT REDUCTION CAMPAIGN 

LOST & FOUND 

Looking for something you 

may be missing following a 

meeting or Worship Service? 

It might be in our Lost & 

Found! Unity’s Lost & 

Found area is located in the 

hallway adjacent to the 

Sanctuary, near the door at 

the front/Chancel area. 

NEW CAMERAS IN THE SANCTUARY! 

We are very excited to share with you that new HD cameras have been installed in the 

sanctuary. Throughout the pandemic, we have recognized the technological limitations 

the cameras created for those worshiping at home. After significant investigation and 

conversation, a vendor was selected, and new equipment ordered. As of Sunday, August 

1, four new HD cameras are now installed and a few bugs with the audio worked out. In 

addition to upgrading the video feed, the additional cameras and controls will create 

smoother transitions between shots and an enhanced worship experience. Watch for a 

few additional features as we continue to learn this new system. If you join us online for 

worship or watch the service replay (https://youtu.be/PPgvw7NYtfM), please let us 

know your experience as we continue to fine tune our livestream broadcasts. Also, we 

would love to hear from anyone interested in learning about and helping to operate the 

new system. Please contact Craig Evans, Jason Honeycutt, or Dr. Matt Rich.   

 

ANNUAL MEETING OF 

THE CONGREGATION 

- AUGUST 29 AT 3 PM 

Mark your calendars for Unity's 

First Annual Meeting of the 

Congregation on Sunday, 

August 29th at 3 PM. We'll hear 

reports and updates on our 

church's ministry, elect the 2021

-22 Church Nominating 

Committee, and approve Dr. 

Rich's Terms of Call for 2021-

22. Then we'll enjoy the return 

of the Ice Cream Social and 

tours of the Historic Sanctuary 

renovations. It's going to be a 

great day that you don't want to 

miss!     

https://youtu.be/PPgvw7NYtfM


 

Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  

In-Person Worship 

 

11:00 a.m.  

In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 


