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A MESSAGE FROM MATT
Dear Friends,

Since 1788…
United in Christ’s love,
we glorify God through worship,
nurture, and service to all people.

As the publication date for this newsletter is July 20th, I thought I’d remind
you of a story from July 20th a few years ago:
Fifty-two years ago two human beings changed history by walking on the
surface of the moon. But what happened before Buzz Aldrin and Neil Armstrong
exited the Lunar Module is perhaps even more amazing, if only because so few people
know about it. Buzz Aldrin took communion on the surface of the moon.
Aldrin was an elder at his Presbyterian Church in Texas and knowing that he
would soon be doing something unprecedented in human history, he felt he should
mark the occasion somehow, and he asked his pastor to help him. So the pastor
provided him with a communion wafer and a small vial of communion wine. And
Buzz Aldrin took them with him out of the Earth's orbit and on to the surface of the
moon.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
is extended to the family of
William T. “Billy” Howell, Jr.,
who passed away on July 12,
2021; to Sylvia Coleman and
Angie Benjamin and families
in the death of their mother,
Barbara Benjamin, on July 18,
2021.

He and Armstrong had only been on the lunar surface for a few minutes when
Aldrin made the following public statement: "This is the LM pilot. I'd like to take this
opportunity to ask every person listening in, whoever and wherever they may be, to
pause for a moment and contemplate the events of the past few hours and to give
thanks in his or her own way." He then ended radio communication and there, on the
silent surface of the moon, 250,000 miles from home, he read a verse of scripture and
he took communion. He later wrote:
"In the radio blackout, I opened the little plastic packages which contained the bread and the
wine. I poured the wine into the chalice our church had given me. In the one-sixth gravity of
the moon, the wine slowly curled and gracefully came up the side of the cup. Then I read the
Scripture, 'I am the vine, you are the branches. Whosoever abides in me will bring forth
much fruit. Apart from me you can do nothing.”
I had intended to read my communion passage back to earth, but at the last minute [they]
had requested that I not do this. NASA was already embroiled in a legal battle with
Madelyn Murray O'Hare, the celebrated opponent of religion, over the Apollo 8 crew
reading from Genesis while orbiting the moon at Christmas. I agreed reluctantly. I ate the
tiny Host and swallowed the wine. I gave thanks for the intelligence and spirit that had
brought two young pilots to the Sea of Tranquility.
It was interesting for me to think: the very first liquid ever poured on the moon, and the very
first food eaten there, were the communion elements. And of course, it's interesting to think
that some of the first words spoken on the moon were the words of Jesus Christ, who made
the Earth and the moon - and Who, in the words of Dante, is Himself the "Love that
moves the Sun and other stars."
See you Sunday!
Matt

For more information on
“What’s Happening”
at Unity, please visit…
www.unityfortmill.org/
whats-happening/

REGATHERING UPDATES
THANK YOU TO THE
REGATHERING TEAM!
Who could have imagined in
March 2020 that Unity
Presbyterian Church’s
Regathering Team would still be
meeting every week in July
2021? They have remained
committed to finding ways for
us to safely regather while also
helping us hold fast to a core
commitment that we are called
to protect those in our
congregation and community
who are most vulnerable. While
we have not reached the other
side of the pandemic, we have
taken significant steps toward
regathering with the return to in
-person worship in the
sanctuary at both services,
making available almost every
room on campus for meetings
and gatherings (with capacity
and time limits), and the
reopening of the church office
for normal office hours. I
encourage you to take a
moment to thank the members
of the Regathering Team (Pat
McCabe, Brian Rayl, Alan
Strosaker, Julie Raischel, John
Little, Jacob Saylor, Kathryn
McGregor, and Matt Rich) for
their faithfulness, care, and
dedication.
THANK YOU!

We are excited to continue with Sunday morning in-person indoor worship in the
sanctuary. However, we recognize the need for continued vigilance and love to ensure as
a community that we minimize the risk of both spreading and contracting COVID-19.
As disciples of Jesus, we seek above all else to love the Lord our God and to love our
neighbors as ourselves, so following guidance from global health experts, we have
prepared to worship together.

What We’ve Done

What You Can Do



Regular cleaning and

disinfecting the church
campus

Self-Screening: If you do
not feel well, please
worship online at home



Upgraded air filters in 
the HVAC and
increased airflow
during worship

Get vaccinated—not
required, but definitely
encouraged



Established hand
sanitizer stations in the
narthex



Marked every other
pew to ensure proper
social distancing





Trained Ushers to
ensure smooth flow of
people entering and
exiting the sanctuary



Established safety
protocols for Children
in Worship and
Nursery




Wear your mask (if you
are not fully vaccinated)

Social Distancing:
Maintain a little room
between immediate
families in the same pew

What to Expect


Enter only through the
Narthex



Sign-in sheets when
you arrive and guests
will be asked to share a
cell # or email



Find your own seat in
the sanctuary



Spoken responses,
unison Affirmation of
Faith, the Lord’s
Prayer, and one
Congregational Hymn



Communion and
Baptisms will both be
celebrated safely

We will
worship and
praise the
Lord together!

Sanitize or wash your
hands

Clarification from Regathering Team:
For all activities on Unity’s campus, whether inside or outside, for worship or for
fellowship, mask-wearing will follow the CDC guidelines. For those who have been fully
vaccinated (two weeks after the second vaccine), masks will be optional. For those who
are not fully vaccinated or not yet had the opportunity to be vaccinated, we ask that you
continue to wear a mask (for those 4 years and older). At this time, we are still
requesting individuals to maintain social distancing, particularly during worship
services. We want all members and visitors to feel welcome when we gather, while still
providing for the health and safety of the vulnerable and those at risk.
As always, if you have any concerns or questions for the Regathering Team, they can be
reached at Re-Gathering@UnityFortMill.org.
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CLASSROOM READY COLLECTIONS
As summer gets started, it is time for our friends at Classroom Ready to put the
finishing touches on their work for the 2021-2022 school year. Volunteers are working
diligently to prepare for students facing financial hardships keeping them from having
the supplies needed to start the year feeling confident. Unity has supported Classroom
Ready for many years, and this year is no different. During the month of July, we will
collect supplies and monetary donations to prepare pencil boxes that go into the
backpacks given to the children in our community who need our help. Items can be
dropped off in bins located outside of the sanctuary on Sunday mornings and outside
the church office during weekdays in July. The items we have been asked to collect are
listed on our website: www.unityfortmill.org/happenings/classroom-ready-collections/
To make a monetary donation, place coins, cash, or
checks in the collection buckets that will be
available in July when we collect Change for the
Church. If you would like to send a monetary
donation to the church office, please indicate it is
for Classroom Ready. We will shop for the supplies
for you. Please contact Dannie Vaughn
(vaughndl@comporium.net) or Kathryn and Laura
Glenn (kathrynglenn96@gmail.com) if you have
any questions.

CHANGE FOR THE CHURCH
EACH SUNDAY throughout the month of July, we will again collect our CHANGE
FOR THE CHURCH OFFERING. During this time we encourage everyone to
collect their household change and donate to Unity for the following missions:


One-half of the Change for the Church offering will be used to provide school
supplies for children in need in the Fort Mill School District through the
Foundation for Fort Mill Schools’ Classroom Ready project.



The other half of the offering will provide school supplies for displaced and
refugee Syrian children in Syria and Lebanon. This aid is coordinated by the Rock
Hill Syria Working Group, a community group supported by Providence
Presbytery, Winthrop University, area church leaders, public educators. and
concerned citizens in York County.

Buckets will be placed in the Narthex of the
Sanctuary during the month of July for you
to bring your loose change, folding money,
and checks. You may also give online to the
“Change for Church” fund or mail/drop off
a check to the church office marked for the
“Change for Church” fund.

Don’t forget that Change for the Church
also means casual dress for worship through the month of July.

DO IT ALL IN JESUS’
NAME
Stephen Ministers bring
distinctively Christian care to
those in need. They use both
words and deeds to express
Christ’s care for others—
listening and comforting, calling
on the training they have
received and employing the
tools of faith. If this job
description fits your personal
goals for ministry, consider
becoming a Stephen Minister. A
training class is starting the first
of next year. For more
information, contact Lynn
Ringley at 704-617-2853 or at
lringley@gmail.com.

STAY IN TOUCH
Whether you are looking for a
specific activity or the latest news
and information on children,
youth, and adults, visit us at . . .
Website—
www.UnityFortMill.org
Facebook— @UnityFortMill
Be sure to “like” our page.
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EARLY AUGUST
BIRTHDAYS
1 -- Ashley Babinchak; Jamie
White

ASHEVILLE YOUTH MISSION
Last week, our Middle School Youth went on a mission trip to Asheville, where they got
to serve people and experience what it means to be Christ’s hands and feet in the world.
They did things from physical labor to visitation to playing games with kids or simply
sharing a meal with people experiencing homelessness.

2 -- Christine Lake; Cameron
McDonald; Noah Padgett;
Katherine Weller
3 -- Brandon Carter; Kate
Fulmer
4 -- Susan Dezzani; Rob Reid
Angela Sheets; Zeta Sistare; Ann
Spitzer; Patsy White
5 -- Harry Brooks; Robin
Carwile; Toni Faulkenberry;
Rick Fulton; Eli Windham
6 -- Nancy Barbieri; Ellen
Bickett; Jeff Channell; Phyllis
Clark; Nancy Hudspeth;
Katharyne Tedford; Beverly
Tysinger; Joyce White; Sandra
White; CeCe Woodward
7 -- Thomas Monroe
8 -- Darold Hoops
9 -- Ronnie Glenn; Sarah
Macaulay; Clay Pecarro; Kim
Tatum
10 -- Cara Estes; Chris Krieger
11 -- Will Gaither; Tara
Mummey
12 -- Tyler Hines; Hudson
Lochel; Stewart Nix; John
Oakes
13 -- Debby Bauserman; Blake
Briggs; Stephanie Devaney; Jay
Fulmer; Thornton Thomas;
Stephanie Trueb
14 -- Elizabeth Shamble
15 -- Paige Carwile; Michelle
Kuhn; Ellie Stempler; Mary
Martin Windell
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UNITY PRESCHOOL IS HIRING
Lead Four’s Teacher: Unity Preschool is seeking a
dedicated and preferably experienced part-time
Preschool Lead Teacher for our Four’s class. We
seek a teacher who has demonstrated skills
establishing effective relationships with staff,
parents, and children along with excellent leadership,
organizational, and communication skills. In this
rewarding position, you will assume responsibility
for creating and maintaining an educational, creative,
loving, and nurturing environment for our preschool
children and their families. Hours are Monday thru
Thursday from 8:15 until 12:30 and our school year
begins the week of Labor Day. A bachelor’s degree
in early childhood education is strongly preferred, but we will also consider years of
comparable experience.
Please contact Linda Bunge, Director of Unity Preschool
(preschoolatunity@gmail.com), for additional information.

FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY
Would you like to honor a family member, friend or a special group of people? Placing
fresh flowers in the sanctuary to the glory of God is a perfect way to remember and
celebrate a special person/s or occasion in your life. You may order flowers from a local
florist or provide your own arrangement with flowers from your yard or another place
of business that sells fresh-cut flowers. Your
name along with the name or occasion being
honored will be printed in the church bulletin.
Unity now has a sign-up genius on the church’s
website for reserving a Sunday to place flowers
in the sanctuary. You may go to https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/60b0944afa722a3f85-unity and complete
the steps for selecting your choice of Sundays.
All instructions are included. If you have
questions, please contact Debbie Butler
(dsbutler@UnityFortMill.org or 803-547-5543).
Early sign-up is recommended to ensure the
Sunday of your choice.

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE
How are your kiddos doing
with the Summer Reading
Challenge? It's not to late to
jump right in!
Preschool and Elementaryaged children are invited to
participate in Unity’s
Summer Reading Challenge
to add some faith-based
books to your summer
reading list. Ms. Kathryn has
created a list to help you
choose some great books to read this summer. Consider adding one or two to your own
library and maybe share with a friend.
For full information, visit: https://unityfortmill.org/.../summer-reading-challenge/

SUMMER SUNDAY
SCHOOL
Adults and youth of all ages are
invited to join us for the
remaining weeks of Summer
Sunday School as we hear
stories of mission and ministry
from representatives in our
Outreach, Congregational Care,
and Youth Ministries. This will
be a hybrid offering with an inperson option in the Fellowship
Hall each Sunday from 9:45 –
10:30 am as well as the option
to Zoom in for the
presentation. Nursery will be
provided for children. Watch
the announcements and church
website for the topic and
speakers each week. Contact
Thomas Monroe at
monroe.thomasj@gmail.com or
Maggie Bost at
mandjbost@gmail.com for the
Zoom link.

NEW CHURCH OFFICE
HOURS
Monday—Thursday
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
(Friday Closed)
803.547.5543
www.UnityFortMill.org

To view readings of each book, visit https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-rmJhsQt2P1CRhtRu_6GKh0aBFThOXe?usp=sharing
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OUTREACH - FAMILY
PROMISE
As we emerge from the
pandemic, we will be seeking to
restore many of our connections
with our neighbors. While we
are not exactly sure when we
will be able to host families
again, what we do know is that
Family Promise at Unity is
seeking new leadership!
Unity has participated in
blessing the lives of families for
over 20 years with Family
Promise. Family Promise is a
local non-profit organization
that provides meals, shelter,
support services, and life skills
training for homeless parents
and children. Unity participates
in this mission by providing
sleeping rooms and meals in our
church to homeless families one
week per quarter. Family
Promise of York County is one
of 171 Affiliates nationwide. In
York County, 88% of the
homeless families that were
assisted found permanent
housing within 9 weeks. Family
Promise’s vision is that every
family has the right to a decent,
safe and affordable place to call
home.
But without leadership…Unity
will not be able to resume this
ministry. Please consider
whether you and your spouse or
friend would like to be involved
with this ministry.
Please contact Thomas Monroe,
Steve Hardy, John Lee, or Matt
Rich if you would like to discuss
this role for Unity and the
families!
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UPCOMING SUMMER FAMILY FUN NIGHT
We had so much fun in June - let's do it again! Join us on Sunday, July 25th from 5-7
PM for the second FAMILY FUN NIGHT on the front lawn at Unity. Bring a blanket
or chairs and enjoy WATER GAMES run by our youth ministry.
Rumor is that the Fort Mill Fire Department will visit with their water truck to
provide some extra WATER FUN! So be prepared to get wet and bring a towel.
Romans All Star Café Food Truck will be on site to provide dinner. Visit our website to
view the menu https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/family-fun-night-sign-up/.
Families are also invited to bring their own picnic. Cotton Candy and popcorn will
round out the menu for $1.00 each.
Be sure to register by noon on Wednesday, July 21! Sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0544AEA82CA7FA7-summer1

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
Please mark your calendars for the Red Cross blood drive at Unity in the Fellowship
Hall on Tuesday, Aug 3 from 2:30-7pm. Appointments for donations are encouraged.
The online sign up site is available at RedCrossBlood.org and enter Unity to schedule
an appointment. There is a real need for blood now.

PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY SUNDAY
August 1st is Peanut Butter & Jelly Sunday! Year to date we have collected 2,423
pounds of food and supplies for the Fort Mill Care Center. Thank you! With the
opening of the Sanctuary for in-person worship, we now have two collection bins
located in the Narthex. You can drop your donations there on any Sunday if you are
attending in-person worship or you may continue to donate in the following ways:


Deliver donations directly to the Fort Mill Care Center at 2760 Old Nation Road,
Fort Mill.



Mail items or direct ship from Amazon to PO Box 1401, Fort Mill SC 29716-1401.



Collect items in your neighborhood and deliver them to the Fort Mill Care Center.

The Care Center is open MWF from 9:00 AM to noon. They are receiving donated
items during their regular hours. Please use the gravel drive in front of the
building. Current needs, in addition to PB&J, are juice, soft drinks, and pancake
syrup. Please have the Care Center weigh your total donation and please send the weight
to Larry Terrell at larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net.

SANCTUARY DEBT REDUCTION CAMPAIGN
WHERE WE STARTED, WHERE WE ARE NOW: In July 2011, the construction
loan on our $6.2 million Sanctuary was converted to a mortgage. The balance due was
$3,950,000. The balance on June 30, 2021, was $927,678. The graph below shows the
balance of the debt over the past ten years.

Early next year we will begin negotiations to refinance our debt before a balloon
payment is due in July. We do not plan to have a separate multi-year Capital Campaign
to raise funds to make payments on the debt. We plan to make those payments through
our General Fund budget.
We will continue our Imagine the Possibilities Campaign through December 2021. For
every dollar we can reduce our monthly mortgage payment by after refinancing, will be
a dollar we can direct into ministry.

ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS FOR
FUNDS
On June 21st, the Board
authorized the distribution of up
to $10,000 for the 2021 – 2022
fiscal year. If your ministry team
would like to fund a program or
activity not funded by the
budget, please submit the
application to Pam Bright,
Financial Manager by August
2nd. Distribution requests will
be reviewed by the Endowment
Board and announced on
September 19th. The Board will
accept distribution requests after
August 2nd, but additional funds
may not be available until after
June 30th, 2022. For more
information about the
distribution timeline as well as
the application link, view our
“What’s Happening Page” or
follow this link:
www.unityfortmill.org/
happenings/unity-endowmentprogram-accepting-applicationsfor-funds/

LOST & FOUND
Looking for something you
may be missing following a
meeting or Worship Service? It
might be in our Lost & Found!
Unity’s Lost & Found area is
located in the hallway adjacent
to the Sanctuary, near the door
at the front/Chancel area.
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Unity Presbyterian Church
303 Tom Hall Street
PO Box 1267
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267
www.UnityFortMill.org

JOIN US SUNDAY
8:45 a.m.
In-Person Worship
11:00 a.m.
In-Person/Livestream
Worship

Return Service Requested

