
 

Life at Unity 
 July 6, 2021 

Dear Friends, 

It’s hard to separate religion from politics when July 4th falls on a Sunday. 

This has always been the case. Two hundred and forty-five years ago, on May 17th, just 

six weeks before he would become the only member of the clergy to sign the 

Declaration of Independence, John Witherspoon, a Presbyterian and president of The 

College of New Jersey (now known as Princeton University) preached what he called a 

political sermon.  His main point was “that God’s power is absolute and human 

passions are ultimately under the control of divine providence.” He assured his 

congregation that, whatever happened, God would be praised. 

And yet Witherspoon argues that God had exhibited special providence on the 

side of the American colonies: “Observe how well, we Americans have fared already: 

Veteran British soldiers have been “turned into confusion,” very little American blood 

has been spilled, and Boston has had to be evacuated by the British army and navy!” 

Sounds like some things to celebrate.  But wait, he continues … 

“There must be no boasting, trusting in our own arm of flesh. If we brag and 

act tough we will be just like Goliath, and we all remember what happened to 

him. It is God who must get the praise; God is “the supreme disposer of all 

events.” 

 I think Witherspoon provides us a guide as we Christians celebrate the 

blessings we know in our country. We certainly look for the ways in which God has 

exhibited special providence on our behalf. And yet, we refrain from boasting for 

despite our blessings we have fallen short of the glory of God.  

In fact, Jesus never commanded his disciples to boast – he commanded them 

to love. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and mind, and strength, and love 

your neighbor as yourself. Whenever we start boasting in our academic success, 

economic privilege, hard work, or even our nation, we seem to somehow lose, even if 

just for a moment, the ability to love. We seem to set ourselves at odds with others, 

especially those who do not share our particular opinion, belief, or ability. Yes, 

boasting seems to drive us apart. Love seeks to draw us closer to God and to one 

another. 

 So let us love God with our entire being – heart, mind, and strength. Even on 

Independence Day, “It is God who must get the praise.” 

 

See you Sunday! 

Matt 

A MESSAGE FROM MATT 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through worship, 
nurture, and service to all people. 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY  

is extended to the family of 

George and Sophia Bujoreanu in 

the death of their mother, 

Charlotte Bujoreanu, on June 14, 

2021; to the family of Robert A. 

“Bob” Lane, who passed away 

on June 26, 2021; and to Sandra 

Moore and family in the death of 

her mother-in-law, Dorothy 

Moore, on June 29, 2021 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to 

Todd & Chelsea Scott in the 

birth of their daughter, “Eloise 

Grace Scott,” on June 23, 

2021.  Proud grandparents are 

Wade & Rachel Scott. 

 

For more information on 

“What’s Happening”           

at Unity, please visit… 

www.unityfortmill.org/ 

whats-happening/ 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
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THANK YOU TO THE 

REGATHERING TEAM! 

 

Who could have imagined in 

March 2020 that Unity 

Presbyterian Church’s 

Regathering Team would still be 

meeting every week in July 

2021? They have remained 

committed to finding ways for 

us to safely regather while also 

helping us hold fast to a core 

commitment that we are called 

to protect those in our 

congregation and community 

who are most vulnerable. While 

we have not reached the other 

side of the pandemic, we have 

taken significant steps toward 

regathering with the return to in

-person worship in the 

sanctuary at both services, 

making available almost every 

room on campus for meetings 

and gatherings (with capacity 

and time limits), and the 

reopening of the church office 

for normal office hours. I 

encourage you to take a 

moment to thank the members 

of the Regathering Team (Pat 

McCabe, Brian Rayl, Alan 

Strosaker, Julie Raischel, John 

Little, Jacob Saylor, Kathryn 

McGregor, and Matt Rich) for 

their faithfulness, care, and 

dedication.  

THANK YOU!  

Clarification from Regathering Team: 

For all activities on Unity’s campus, whether inside or outside, for worship or for 

fellowship, mask-wearing will follow the CDC guidelines. For those who have been fully 

vaccinated (two weeks after the second vaccine), masks will be optional. For those who 

are not fully vaccinated or not yet had the opportunity to be vaccinated, we ask that you 

continue to wear a mask (for those 4 years and older).  At this time, we are still 

requesting individuals to maintain social distancing, particularly during worship 

services. We want all members and visitors to feel welcome when we gather, while still 

providing for the health and safety of the vulnerable and those at risk.    

 

As always, if you have any concerns or questions for the Regathering Team, they can be 

reached at Re-Gathering@UnityFortMill.org. 

REGATHERING UPDATES 

What We’ve Done 

 Regular cleaning and  
disinfecting the church 
campus 

 Upgraded  air filters in 
the HVAC and 
increased airflow   
during worship 

 Established hand  
sanitizer stations in the 
narthex 

 Marked every other 
pew to ensure proper 
social distancing 

 Trained Ushers to   
ensure smooth flow of 
people entering and 
exiting the sanctuary 

 Established safety 
protocols for Children 
in Worship and 
Nursery  

What You Can Do 

 Self-Screening: If you do 
not feel well, please 
worship online at home 

 Get vaccinated—not 
required, but definitely 
encouraged 

 Wear your mask (if you 
are not fully vaccinated)  

 Social Distancing: 
Maintain a little room  
between immediate 
families in the same pew  

 Sanitize or wash your 
hands  

What to Expect 

 Enter only through the 
Narthex 

 Sign-in sheets when 
you arrive and guests 
will be asked to share a 
cell # or email 

 Find your own seat in 
the sanctuary 

 Spoken responses, 
unison Affirmation of 
Faith, the Lord’s   
Prayer, and one     
Congregational Hymn  

 Communion and  
Baptisms will both be 
celebrated safely 

We will 

worship and 

praise the 

Lord together!  

We are excited to continue with Sunday morning in-person indoor worship in the 

sanctuary. However, we recognize the need for continued vigilance and love to ensure as 

a community that we minimize the risk of both spreading and contracting COVID-19.  

As disciples of Jesus, we seek above all else to love the Lord our God and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves, so following guidance from global health experts, we have 

prepared to worship together. 

mailto:Re-Gathering@UnityFortMill.org
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 CHRIST CARING FOR 

PEOPLE THROUGH 

PEOPLE 

That’s the motto of Stephen 

Ministry. The Stephen Minister’s 

role is to bring God’s love into 

the lives of people who are 

going through a difficult time or 

experiencing a crisis. What do 

Stephen Ministers do? They 

listen, care, support, encourage, 

and pray with and for a person 

who is hurting. And in the midst 

of this confidential, one-to-one, 

caring relationship, God’s 

healing love comes pouring 

through. 

If you or someone you know is 

facing a crisis—large or small—

and could benefit from the 

caring presence of a Stephen 

Minister, please contact Susan 

Mobley at 704-575-7344 or at 

swmnurse@gmail.com or 

contact Rev. Dr. Matt Rich at 

803-547-5543. 

CHANGE FOR THE CHURCH 

CLASSROOM READY COLLECTIONS 

As summer gets started, it is time for our friends at Classroom Ready to put the 

finishing touches on their work for the 2021-2022 school year. Volunteers are working 

diligently to prepare for students facing financial hardships keeping them from having 

the supplies needed to start the year feeling confident. Unity has supported Classroom 

Ready for many years, and this year is no different. During the month of July, we will 

collect supplies and monetary donations to prepare pencil boxes that go into the 

backpacks given to the children in our community who need our help. Items can be 

dropped off in bins located outside of the sanctuary on Sunday mornings and outside 

the church office during weekdays in July. The items we have been asked to collect are 

listed on our website: www.unityfortmill.org/happenings/classroom-ready-collections/  

To make a monetary donation, place coins, cash, or checks in the collection buckets 

that will be available in July when we collect Change for the Church.  If you would like 

to send a monetary donation to the church office, please indicate it is for Classroom 

Ready. We will shop for the supplies for you. Please contact Dannie Vaughn 

(vaughndl@comporium.net) or Kathryn and Laura Glenn 

(kathrynglenn96@gmail.com) if you have any questions. 

EACH SUNDAY throughout the month of July, we will again collect our CHANGE 

FOR THE CHURCH OFFERING.  During this time we encourage everyone to 

collect their household change and donate to Unity for the following missions:   

 One-half of the Change for the Church offering will be used to provide school 

supplies for children in need in the Fort Mill School District through the 

Foundation for Fort Mill Schools’ Classroom Ready project.   

 The other half of the offering will provide school supplies for displaced and 

refugee Syrian children in Syria and Lebanon.  This aid is coordinated by the Rock 

Hill Syria Working Group, a community group supported by Providence 

Presbytery, Winthrop University, area church leaders, public educators. and 

concerned citizens in York County. 

Buckets will be placed in the 

Narthex of the Sanctuary 

during the month of July for 

you to bring your loose 

change, folding money, and 

checks.  You may also give 

online to the “Change for 

Church” fund or mail/drop 

off a check to the church 

office marked for the 

“Change for Church” fund.  

Don’t forget that Change 

for the Church also means casual dress for worship through the month of July.  

mailto:swmnurse@gmail.com
https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/classroom-ready-collections/
mailto:vaughndl@comporium.net
mailto:kathrynglenn96@gmail.com
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PICTURES FROM OUR FIRST FAMILY FUN NIGHT 

Year to date we have collected 2,423 pounds of food and supplies for the Fort Mill Care 

Center. Thank you!  With the opening of the Sanctuary for in-person worship, we now 

have two collection bins located in the Narthex. You can drop your donations there on 

any Sunday if you are attending in-person worship or you may continue to donate in the 

following ways: 

 Deliver donations directly to the Fort Mill Care Center at 2760 Old Nation Road, 

Fort Mill. 

 Mail items or direct ship from Amazon to PO Box 1401, Fort Mill SC 29716-1401. 

Collect items in your neighborhood and deliver them to the Fort Mill Care Center. 

The Care Center is open MWF from 9:00 AM to noon. They are receiving donated 

items during their regular hours. Please use the gravel drive in front of the 

building.  Current needs, in addition to PB&J, are juice, soft drinks, and pancake 

syrup.  Please have the Care Center weigh your total donation and please send the 

weight to Larry Terrell at larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net. 

PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY SUNDAY   
LATE JULY 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

16 -- Jason Leventis; Kathryn 
McGregor; Susan Palmer; 
Rachel Stempler  
 
17 -- David Coleman; Jim 
Luebbe  
 
19 -- Ryan Barrett; Jo Evans; 
Sally Herlong; Ann Mathers  
 
20 -- Ronnie Dunn; Judd 
Glasco; Emily Kuhn; Brion 
Ostrander; Ella Tatum  
 
21 -- Ken Bickett; Kristen 
Fulton; Kathryn Glenn; Gina 
Mitchell  
 
22 -- Stacey Kuhn; Karen Steika; 
Emily Wyndham; Reed 
Wyndham  
 
23 -- Leo Angle; Betty Kimbrell; 
Cecelia Rogers  
 
24 -- Bill Gaither; Daryl Kidd; 
Madison Lake; Brick Oltmann; 
Caroline Prescott; Beth Sidwell  
 
25 -- Charlotte Walker; Harrison 
Walker; Ginger Walker  
 
26 -- Lily Bates  
 
27 -- Harrison Carter; Brielle 
Fox; Susana Harper  
 
28 -- Jenn Brindisi  
 
29 -- Sue Putze; Xander Trueb; 
Megan Welfare  
 
30 -- Cameron Bradner; Randi 
Cramer; Steve Gribble; Marilyn 
Hagood; Beth Rice; Kendra 
Ryan  
 
31 -- George Angle; Marianna 
Balcerzak; Zachary Coffman; 
Matt Savage  

We had so much fun in June - let's do it again! Join us on Sunday, July 25th from 5-7 

PM for the second FAMILY FUN NIGHT on the front lawn at Unity. Bring a blanket 

or chairs and enjoy CARNIVAL GAMES run by our youth ministry.  

Rumor is that there will be special visitors to provide some WATER FUN! So be 

prepared to get wet and bring a towel. Romans All Star Café Food Truck will be on site 

to provide dinner. Cotton Candy and popcorn will round out the menu for $1.00 each. 

Be sure to register by noon on Wednesday, July 21! Sign up here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0544AEA82CA7FA7-summer1  

UPCOMING SUMMER FAMILY FUN NIGHT 

mailto:larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0544AEA82CA7FA7-summer1
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ACCEPTING 

APPLICATIONS FOR 

FUNDS 

 On June 21st, the Board 

authorized the distribution of up 

to $10,000 for the 2021 – 2022 

fiscal year. If your ministry team 

would like to fund a program or 

activity not funded by the 

budget, please submit the 

application to Pam Bright, 

Financial Manager by August 

2nd. Distribution requests will 

be reviewed by the Endowment 

Board and announced on 

September 19th. The Board will 

accept distribution requests after 

August 2nd, but additional funds 

may not be available until after 

June 30th, 2022. For more 

information about the 

distribution timeline as well as 

the application link, view our 

“What’s Happening Page” or 

follow this link: 

www.unityfortmill.org/

happenings/unity-endowment-

program-accepting-applications-

for-funds/ 

WHERE WE STARTED, WHERE WE ARE NOW: In July 2011, the construction 

loan on our $6.2 million Sanctuary was converted to a mortgage. The balance due was 

$3,950,000. The balance on June 30, 2021, was $927,678. The graph below shows the 

balance of the debt over the past ten years.  

SANCTUARY DEBT REDUCTION CAMPAIGN 

Early next year we will begin negotiations to refinance our debt before a balloon 

payment is due in July. We do not plan to have a separate multi-year Capital Campaign 

to raise funds to make payments on the debt. We plan to make those payments through 

our General Fund budget.   

 

We will continue our Imagine the Possibilities Campaign through December 2021. For 

every dollar we can reduce our monthly mortgage payment by after refinancing, will be 

a dollar we can direct into ministry.   

LOST & FOUND 

Looking for something you 

may be missing following a 

meeting or Worship Service? It 

might be in our Lost & Found! 

Unity’s Lost & Found area is 

located in the hallway adjacent 

to the Sanctuary, near the door 

at the front/Chancel area.   

http://www.unityfortmill.org/happenings/unity-endowment-program-accepting-applications-for-funds/
http://www.unityfortmill.org/happenings/unity-endowment-program-accepting-applications-for-funds/
http://www.unityfortmill.org/happenings/unity-endowment-program-accepting-applications-for-funds/
http://www.unityfortmill.org/happenings/unity-endowment-program-accepting-applications-for-funds/
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UNITY PRESCHOOL IS HIRING 

OUTREACH - FAMILY 

PROMISE 

As we emerge from the 

pandemic, we will be seeking to 

restore many of our connections 

with our neighbors. While we are 

not exactly sure when we will be 

able to host families again, what 

we do know is that Family 

Promise at Unity is seeking new 

leadership! 

 Unity has participated in blessing 

the lives of families for over 20 

years with Family Promise. 

Family Promise is a local non-

profit organization that provides 

meals, shelter, support services, 

and life skills training for 

homeless parents and children. 

Unity participates in this mission 

by providing sleeping rooms and 

meals in our church to homeless 

families one week per quarter. 

Family Promise of York County 

is one of 171 Affiliates 

nationwide. In York County, 88% 

of the homeless families that were 

assisted found permanent housing 

within 9 weeks. Family Promise’s 

vision is that every family has the 

right to a decent, safe and 

affordable place to call home.   

But without leadership…Unity 

will not be able to resume this 

ministry.  Please consider whether 

you and your spouse or friend 

would like to be involved with 

this ministry.  

 

Please contact Thomas Monroe, 

Steve Hardy, John Lee, or Matt 

Rich if you would like to discuss 

this role for Unity and the 

families!     

At Unity Presbyterian Church, all are invited to serve the Lord together. One of the 

intentional ways we do that each Fall is with Go MAD Day, which stands for Go Make 

a Difference Day. This is an intergenerational day for all ages, 4 and up, of serving 

locally while building relationships. This year Go MAD will be held on Saturday, 

October 9th. 

 

While projects for this year are still being determined, there will be opportunities for all 

ages to participate. In the past, we have served with Children’s Attention Home; 

Classroom Ready; Bake/take Cookies to Police and Fire Station; Fort Mill Care Center; 

Habitat for Humanity; Humane Society of York Co; Hymn Sing at Wellmore Senior 

Center; Levine Children’s Hospital; Family Promise; and Work Projects around Unity. 

 

Please consider whether you and your spouse or friend would like to be involved with 

this ministry. Can you help coordinate the entire day or maybe a particular project? 

Please contact Steve Hardy, John Lee, or Matt Rich if you would like to discuss this role 

for Unity and our community.  

GO “MAD” DAY -  LOOKING FOR A COORDINATOR 

Lead Four’s Teacher: Unity Preschool is seeking a dedicated and preferably 

experienced part-time Preschool Lead Teacher for our Four’s class. We seek a teacher 

who has demonstrated skills establishing effective relationships with staff, parents, and 

children along with excellent leadership, organizational, and communication skills. In 

this rewarding position, you will assume responsibility for creating and maintaining an 

educational, creative, loving, and nurturing environment for our preschool children and 

their families. Hours are Monday thru Thursday from 8:15 until 12:30 and our school 

year begins the week of Labor Day. A bachelor’s degree in early childhood education is 

strongly preferred, but we will also consider years of comparable experience.   

Assistant Three’s Teacher: Unity Preschool is looking for a part-time Assistant 

Three’s Teacher to join our team. Unity Preschool is seeking someone who has a 

genuine love for children and is prepared to nurture a young child’s faith.  Assistants 

work with the Lead Teacher so that together you can best meet each child’s needs and 

enhance their early learning experience. Some duties may 

include the following: reading to children, preparing snacks, 

assisting with bathroom breaks, prepping crafts, monitoring 

classroom behavior, and working with children individually 

with daily lessons that the Lead Teacher has prepared. 

Hours are Tuesday thru Thursday from 8:30 until 12:15 and 

our school year begins the week of Labor Day.  A 

bachelor’s degree is strongly preferred, but we will also 

consider years of childcare experience. 

Please contact Linda Bunge, Director of Unity Preschool 

(preschoolatunity@gmail.com), for additional information.  

mailto:preschoolatunity@gmail.com
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Would you like to honor a family member, friend or a special group of people?  Placing 

fresh flowers in the sanctuary to the glory of God is a perfect way to remember and 

celebrate a special person/s or occasion in your life. You may order flowers from a local 

florist or provide your own arrangement with flowers from your yard or another place 

of business that sells fresh-cut flowers. Your name along with the name or occasion 

being honored will be printed in the church bulletin.  

 

Unity now has a sign-up genius on the church’s website for 

reserving a Sunday to place flowers in the sanctuary. You 

may go to https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/60b0944afa722a3f85-unity and complete the steps for 

selecting your choice of Sundays. All instructions are 

included. If you have questions, please contact Debbie 

Butler (dsbutler@UnityFortMill.org or 803-547-5543).   

Early sign-up is recommended to ensure the Sunday of 

your choice.   

FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY 

 

 

HONDURAS 
MISSIONARY TEAM 

HARD AT WORK 

1881 BRICKS IN THE COLUMBARIUM 

The Honduras Missionary Team not only used their talents to lay concrete blocks in 

Honduras, but they also laid 1881 bricks in our Columbarium. One of the best parts was 

the team reminiscing about their times spent in Honduras.  

 

Working on the project: Bob Edwards, Zan Sistare, Alex Sullivan, Dan Rogers, Darlene 

Williams, Cathey Miller, Joyce Sullivan, Alan Strosaker, Jacob Saylor, Karen Fuqua, Pat 

McCabe, Hayes Jones and son Hayes.  

The next Men's Ministry Breakfast is Tuesday, July 13.  All men of Unity and their 

guests are invited to attend at 8:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall on the second Tuesday of 

each month.  We enjoy breakfast together with a devotional and plan our service 

projects.  For now, the kitchen is not open so this will be a BYOB (Bring Your Own 

Breakfast) event.  Please wear a mask when not eating if not fully vaccinated and 

practice social distancing.  Masks are optional for those fully vaccinated.  For more 

information on Men's Ministry, contact Larry Terrell at (803) 548-7179. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0944afa722a3f85-unity
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0944afa722a3f85-unity
mailto:dsbutler@UnityFortMill.org


 

Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  

In-Person Worship 

 

11:00 a.m.  

In-Person/Livestream 

Worship 

STAY IN TOUCH 

Whether you are looking for a specific activity 

or the latest news and information on children, 

youth, and adults, visit us at . . .  

 

Website—www.UnityFortMill.org 

Facebook— 

@UnityFortMill 

Be sure to “like” our page. 

NEW CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 

Monday—Thursday 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

(Friday Closed) 

803.547.5543 

www.UnityFortMill.org 


