
 

Life at Unity 
 June 1, 2021 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is 
extended to Stephanie Pecarro 
and family in the death of her 
sister, Jennifer F. Harrington, 
on May 15, 2021, in Florida. 

For more information on    
“What’s Happening”            

at Unity, please visit… 
www.unityfortmill.org/      

whats-happening/ 

Dear Friends, 
 

You are reading this newsletter on the day after Memorial Day. Summer has arrived or 
we are getting very close. For most of our children and youth there are still a few 
weeks left of school, but the end is in sight. Do you remember those days when it was 
hard to concentrate because you could almost taste summer vacation? Does it feel a bit 
like we are all in that place of “almost, but not yet” as summer begins? 
 

As Mark Verdery, Margaret Monroe, and I were thinking about a theme for summer 
preaching and worship, we found ourselves reflecting on this “almost, but not yet” 
moment in our church and world. And the word that emerged for us was “hope.”  
Decreasing case numbers and availability of vaccines give hope for a return to 
“normal.” Efforts at justice and understanding are bearing fruit. Generosity and 
thanksgiving marked our stewardship efforts this year. Renovations are well underway 
on the Historic Sanctuary. Yes, we are full of hope.  
 

And yet, we are not at the promised land yet. Caution, understanding, compassion, and 
patience are still in order. While placing the needs of others above our own remains a 
primary goal, it does not diminish our hope.  
 

So this summer, we’re going to think, pray, study, and preach about hope in a series 
we’ve entitled “A Word of Hope.” We’ll draw primarily from the prophets Isaiah and 
Jeremiah as they spoke a word of hope to the people of Israel in exile, longing for a 
return to the land and ways of their ancestors. And yet, that word of hope always 
promised that the future would not look exactly like the past for God was doing a new 
thing. 
 

This summer, we pray that we will hear words of comfort; speak tenderly to one     
another; and trust in the Lord who speaks to us today. For God is on the way!  See you 
Sunday! . . . Matt 

A MESSAGE FROM MATT 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through worship, 
nurture, and service to all people. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 

TO OUR  
PRESCHOOL  

2021 GRADUATES 

In This Newsletter: 
 

 Message from Matt 

 High School Graduates 

 Special Gift to Unity 

 Financial Updates 

 Photos from Pentecost 

 Historic Sanctuary 

 Summer Activities 

 Re-Gathering News 
& so much more . . .  
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In January of this year a faithful and generous member of Unity, passed away.  His gen-
erosity continued into his death with unrestricted gifts to Unity totaling $621,000.   
 
After weeks of prayerful consideration and deliberation by the Stewardship team, the 
following allocation of those gifts were proposed to Session and approved on Monday, 
May 24.   
 

 $300,000 to the General Endowment.  

 $101,000 to General Operating Reserve Fund (#846200).  This will bring the bal-
ance up to $543,000, equivalent to 4.5 months of budget.  Studies show that healthy 
churches maintain 3-6 months of expenses in reserve. 

 $60,000 to Outreach, as a church designation or the Endowment Outreach fund to 
be determined by proposals from the Outreach team. 

 $50,000 to the Debt Retirement Reserve Fund (#840100) 

 $40,000 to Children/Youth, as a church designation or the Christian Education  
Endowment fund to be determined by proposals from the Children’s Ministries and 
Youth Ministries teams. 

 $40,000 to the Major Maintenance Reserve Fund (#846300) increasing the balance 
to $432,000 (4.325% of our property’s insured value). 

 $30,000 for a new, state-of-the-art cameras and livestream in the sanctuary.   
 

Unity is truly blessed to receive such a generous gift that will provide opportunities for 
enriching our ministries now and in the future.  May we all be inspired to seek ways to 
continue our faithful stewardship to God and the church in our own estate planning. 
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LATE JUNE  
BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

16 -- Joan Martin; Mac Young  
 

17 -- Cooper Briggs; Daniel 
Couchenour; Julie Hooper;   

Joey Smith  
 

18 -- Norah Brindisi;          
Archer Rozelle  

 
19 -- Connie Grantham;       

Bryant Pettit  
 

20 -- Kevin Cramer; Maureen 
Ostrander; Blake Renken;      

Miller Shouse  
 

21 -- Dick Grant; Sandy Rea; 
Joan Reid  

 
22 -- Collin Olinger; Mary Fields 

Spratt; Bob Tuthill; Kaitlyn 
Walker; William Wilkins  

 
23 -- Joe Flory; Spratt White  

 
24 -- Jackson Chamberlain;  
Scott Cost; Eisley Griffin;     

Seth Hall; Lauren Matherly; 
Charlotte Veltri  

 
25 -- Ellen Carter; Brenda    
Honeycutt; Scott Kuebler;    

Elizabeth Mix; Ella Ostrander; 
Brian Rayl  

 
26 -- John Matherly;            

Krista Renken  
 

27 -- Pat Bartlett; Ann Wisz  
 

28 -- Greg Sova; Frances Stein; 
Cody Thomas; Kaylee Wolfe  

 
29 -- Easton Anderson; Laurie 

Rogers; Hawke Woodward  
 

30 -- Buzz Benson; Jace Griffin; 
Jackson Ringley; Alex Weller  

$621,000 GIFT TO SUPPORT MINISTRY  
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NICK BUNGE  
CATAWBA RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL—ENJOYED 
COMPUTER SCIENCE, CATAWBA RIVER RAFT 
CLUB, AND THE BETA CLUB.  PLANS TO AT-
TEND CLEMSON AND MAJOR IN COMPUTER 
SCIENCE.  

JULES FOX  

FORT MILL HIGH SCHOOL—INVOLVED IN BETA 
CLUB, THE RED CROSS CLUB, AND IS ON THE YEAR-
BOOK STAFF.  PLANS TO ATTEND THE  UNIVERSITY 
OF ALABAMA AND MAJOR IN NURSING. SHE HOPES 

TO COME A NURSE PRACTITIONER.  

JOSHUA MCCABE 

FORT MILL HIGH SCHOOL  - INVOVLED IN 
BOTH CROSS COUNTRY AND THE BETA CLUB.  
PLANS TO ATTEND ANDERSON UNIVERSITY 
AND MAJOR IN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT.  

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

Continued on Page 3. 



 

The 2021- 2022 Operating Budget has 
been approved. 
 
On May 24, the Session approved a 
$1,439,000 budget for the program year 
beginning in July to be funded by pro-
jected giving based on this year’s pledg-
es, non-pledge giving patterns and carry
-over cash.  Thank you to everyone who 
provides financial support of Unity 
Presbyterian.   
 
We also received a total of 206 Time & 
Talent submissions and we look for-
ward to reconnecting in new and old 
ways in the many opportunities to be 
the hands and feet of Christ through 
Unity in the upcoming program year. 
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MEN'S MINISTRY 
BREAKFASTS           

RESUME IN PERSON 
TUESDAY, JUNE 8. 

 
All men of Unity and their guests 
are invited to attend at 8:00 AM in 
the Fellowship Hall on the second 
Tuesday of each month.   
 
We enjoy breakfast together with a 
devotional and plan our service 
projects.  For now, the kitchen is 
not open so this will be a BYOB 
(Bring Your Own Breakfast) 
event.   
 
Please wear a mask when not eat-
ing and practice social distancing.   
 
For more information on Men's 
Ministry, contact Larry Terrell at 
(803) 548-7179. 

CHRIST CARING  
FOR PEOPLE 

THROUGH PEOPLE 
 
That’s the motto of Stephen Min-
istry. The Stephen Minister’s role 
is to bring God’s love into the 
lives of people who are going 
through a difficult time or experi-
encing a crisis. What do Stephen 
Ministers do? They listen, care, 
support, encourage, and pray with 
and for a person who is hurting. 
And in the midst of this confiden-
tial, one-to-one, caring relation-
ship, God’s healing love comes 
pouring through. 
If you or someone you know is 
facing a crisis—large or small—
and could benefit from the caring 
presence of a Stephen Minister, 
please contact Susan Mobley at 
704-575-7344 or at swm-
nurse@gmail.com or contact Rev. 
Dr. Matt Rich at 803-547-5543. 

BUDGET APPROVED REDUCING DEBT 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES—continued 

REAGAN MCCABE 
FORT MILL HIGH SCHOOL—ENJOYED BETA 

CLUB AND RUNNING CROSS COUNTRY.  PLANS 
TO ATTEND THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH        

CAROLINA AND MAJOR IN NURSING  

MARY HANNAH PALMER  
FORT MILL HIGH SCHOOL—SWIM TEAM AND IN 
CLUB UNIFY.  PLANS TO ATTEND  LEES-MCRAE  
COLLEGE AND MAJOR IN  CRIMINAL JUSTICE TO  
BECOME A CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATOR. ALSO 
PLANS TO SWIM IN COLLEGE.  

KRISTEN DIANNE PITTMAN 
FORT MILL HIGH SCHOOL—DANCE TEAM AND 

YEARBOOK EDITOR. WILL ATTEND UNIVERSITY 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA/VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

PLANS TO BE A FREELANCE PHOTOGRAPHER. 

OWEN POPE 
CATAWBA RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL—ENJOYED BAND, 
THEATRE AND BETA CLUB. PLANS TO ATTEND 
ECKERD COLLEGE AND MAJOR IN MARINE BIOLO-
GY. ASPIRES TO BECOME A MARINE BIOLOGIST.  

Continued on Page 4. 



 

ALL THE BEST TO OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADS  HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES—continued 

JULIA ELIZABETH RINGLEY 
ST. ANNE CATHOLIC SCHOOL—SENIOR CLASS PRESI-
DENT, ON THE DANCE TEAM AND TENNIS TEAM. 
PLANS TO ATTEND PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE  
AND MAJOR IN BIOLOGY. HOPES TO BE AN OCCUPA-
TIONAL THERAPIST.  

GENEVIEVE “GIGI” STOKES 
CATAWBA RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL—INVOLVED IN 

BOTH VARSITY SWIM TEAM AND LACROSSE.  
PLANS TO ATTEND GEORGIA SOUTHERN  

UNIVERSITY AND MAJOR IN NURSING.  

XANDER TRUEB  
FORT MILL HIGH SCHOOL—MARCHING BAND,        

SYMPHONIC BAND, REGION AND ALL STATE BAND. 
PLANS TO ATTEND  WINTHROP UNIVERSITY, MAJOR-

ING IN ENGINEERING AND MINORING IN MUSIC. HAS 
BEEN ACCEPTED TO WINTHROP'S SCHOOL OF MUSIC 

AND PLANS TO BE AN ELECTRICAL ENGINEER.  

ANSLEY TURNER  

FORT MILL HIGH SCHOOL—LOOKS FORWARD TO  
ATTENDING CLEMSON UNIVERSITY WHERE SHE 
WILL MAJOR IN BUSINESS AND MARKETING.  

GEORGIA SULLIVAN  
FORT MILL HIGH  SCHOOL—INVOLVED IN THE BETA 
CLUB AND ON THE CROSS COUNTRY TEAM.  PLANS 
TO ATTEND THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
AND MAJOR IN NURSING.  

ERIN CHRISTINA WOLFE 
 
Erin attends Wofford College 
and is graduating with a Bache-
lor of Science in Psychology.  
She was also on the Dean’s List.  
 
After graduation she plans to get 
a masters in Sports Psychology. 

COLLEGE 
GRADUATE 
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STAY IN TOUCH  
 

Whether you are looking for a 
specific activity or the latest 
news and information on  

children, youth, and adults,     
visit us at . . .  

 
Website—

www.UnityFortMill.org 
 

Facebook— 
Be sure to “like” our page. 
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Based on updated CDC guidance and COVID metrics continuing to trend down-
ward in our community, the Session has approved modifications to several Regather-
ing protocols regarding worship and meetings on campus.   
 
Regarding indoor and outdoor worship, 
while social distancing should still be main-
tained at all services, masks will be optional 
for those who are fully vaccinated.  
 
Those who have not yet been vaccinated 
will still be required to wear masks.   
 
While it is true that many in our congrega-
tion are vaccinated, it is also true that many 
are not - including children, youth, and 
those at risk.   
 
To maintain social distance, at this time we 
are not increasing the number of attendees 
at the 11 AM indoor worship service, but 
we are no longer closing registration at 
noon on Thursday as we have not been 
exceeding our registration capacity. 
 
Regarding indoor meetings, Session ap-
proved a number of changes to increase 
indoor meetings times from 1 hour to 2 
hours, reduce downtime between meetings 
to a minimum of 2 hours (instead of 4 
hours), and increase the current meeting 
occupancy of the Fellowship Hall from 15 
to 50 people.   
 
In addition, when meeting in small groups 
(20 or less people) masks are optional 
where the group leader has determined that 
the attendees have all been vaccinated.   
 
The Regathering team continues to meet 
weekly to review metrics and discuss addi-
tional opportunities to safely open the 
church campus.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to e-mail the team at . . .    
Re-Gathering@UnityFortMill.org.   

RE-GATHERING UPDATE 

 

HYBRID MEETINGS  
 

IN-PERSON & ZOOM 
 
With the relaxed guidelines for 
meetings on the church campus, 
more of our small groups, minis-
try teams, and Bible studies are 
beginning to meet in-person 
again. And yet, for some the con-
venience of not having to fight 
traffic to drive to the church, trav-
el plans, or health concerns means 
that joining a meeting by Zoom 
remains preferable. As we emerge 
from the pandemic ice age, this 
new “Hybrid” world where some 
will be in-person and others 
online has become the norm. 
 
To enhance the experience of 
both groups, we have purchased a 
Portal TV. The camera and micro-
phone pick up everyone in-person 
so those online can truly partici-
pate in a gathering and as it runs 
through the television, it feels like 
those at home are fully present in 
the room. We will be using this 
technology for Summer Sunday 
School and other ministry team 
meetings.  
 
If your small group, Bible study, 
or Ministry Team wants to try a 
“hybrid” meeting, please contact 
Dr. Rich to reserve the Portal TV. 

PHOTOGRAPHS 
FROM THE  

PENTECOST PICNIC 
AT  

BETHELWOODS 



 

 

MAKING ROOM  
FOR WORSHIP,  

MINISTRY,  
& MISSIONS 

 
Unity Presbyterian Church has  
a long history of creating holy 
space.  By the fall of 2021, two 
projects will add to this  sacred 
tradition of providing room for 
prayer, fellowship, and much 
more.  Building milestones: 
 

2021— 
Planned completion of renovat-
ed Historic Sanctuary and the 
construction of the courtyard. 

 
2010— 

“New” Sanctuary Building 
 

2000— 
Ministries Building 

 
1992— 

Fellowship Hall Building 
 

1957— 
Education Building  

(demolished in 2000.) 
 

1938— 
Unity Hall Building (demolished 

due to 2018 campus fire.) 
 

1920— 
Parsonage  

(demolished in 2015.) 
 

1881— 
Fourth Church—Today known 
as the Historic Sanctuary.  This 
structure was the first building 

constructed on the current 
church campus. 

 
1838— 

Third Church 
 

1804— 
Second Church 

 
1788— 

First Church 

CONSTRUCTION ! 

There is an old saying about church 
construction projects that states, “where 
there is a mess, there is progress.”  
 
This situation is certainly true at Unity.   
 
Tremendous progress has been made 
since the first of May when we began 
the final renovation of the Historic 
Sanctuary and the construction of a 
courtyard. 
 
The overall project continues to be on 
schedule and on budget.   
 
The photographs highlight our efforts 
removing the old flooring; the pouring 
of the foundation to support the new 
exit of the Historic Sanctuary; and the 
removal of a cedar post that supported 
a significant area of the floor.   
 
Stay tuned for more updates as our 
work continues in creating flexible and 
multipurpose space for ministry and 
missions of Unity. 
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INTERESTED IN 
STARTING A  

SMALL GROUP?  
 
The Adult Discipleship Ministry  
Team is interested in beginning 
some additional small groups this 
fall. Do you or someone you know 
have a book you’d like to read with 
a group, a topic you’d like to study 
or a hobby you love that you want 
to share with others?   
 
Contact Ashley Hogon at 
ahogon@earthlink.net to express 
your interest in creating a small 
group at Unity. 

Photographs from children on Pentecost. 

Families with children - mark your calendars now for two Family Fun Nights this 
summer to be held on the front lawn at Unity on Sundays, June 27 and July 25 from 
5-7 pm. Bring a blanket or camp chairs and enjoy carnival games run by our youth 
ministry. Invite your friends and neighbors. No registration needed.  
 

 June 27 – Bring your own picnic and enjoy Kona ice, popcorn and cotton candy. 

 July 25 – Romans All Star Café Food Truck will be on site.  

SUMMER FAMILY FUN NIGHTS 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Adults and youth of all ages are invited to join us for Summer Sunday School begin-
ning June 6th as we hear stories of mission and ministry from representatives in our 
Outreach, Congregational Care, and Youth Ministries. This will be a hybrid offering 
with an in-person option in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday from 9:45 – 10:30 am 
as well as the option to Zoom in for the presentation. Nursery will be provided for 
children. Watch the announcements and church website for the topic and speakers 
each week.  Contact Thomas Monroe at monroe.thomasj@gmail.com or Maggie 
Bost at mandjbost@gmail.com for the Zoom link.  

Just in case you missed hearing the 
news . . . our third Columbarium cabi-
net (with 24 niches) was completed and 
now available.   
 
For more information about the cost 
for reserving a niche, contact Pam 
Bright at 803-547-5543 or via email 
pbright@UnityFortMill.org 
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COLUMBARIUM COMPLETED 
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Return Service Requested 

UNITY PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 

303 TOM HALL STREET 
PO BOX 1267 

FORT MILL, SC 29716-1267 
 
 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  

Live on the Lawn 

 

11:00 a.m.  

Livestream Worship 


