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Phase B - Worship and Connective Elements (Effective July 1, 2021) 

The Session has approved the following protocols for in-person worship services at Unity Presbyterian 
Church.   

1. Preparations before worship and other life rituals including weddings, and funerals. 
a.  Volunteer ushers will be solicited, and training will be provided on these protocols.  Ushers 

should not be at-risk or under 18 years old.   
b. Hand sanitizer stations shall be set up in the Narthex.  
c. Every other row of pews will be blocked off, in order to encourage social distancing during the 

service. 
d. The HVAC system will be turned on early and run throughout the worship service.  In addition, 

the doors between the Sanctuary and Narthex will remain open to promote air flow.   
e. Outside doors to the Narthex will be opened and closed as necessary to maintain adequate 

congregation spacing, promote fresh air flow, and maintain temperature and humidity in the 
Sanctuary.   

f. A sign will be posted on the walkway reminding attendees of the COVID symptoms as they 
arrive and to not attend if they are exhibiting any symptoms.   

g. Worship attendees should take their temperature at home and not come to church if they have 
any symptoms of fever (greater than 98.6 degrees F) without the use of fever-reducing 
medications.   
   

2.  Pre-worship service  
 

a. A greeter will be positioned outdoors in the courtyard strongly recommending participants to 
wear masks (if unvaccinated) and space themselves out to maintain distance.     

b. Participants will be directed to enter the Sanctuary only via the main entrance into the Narthex.  
Signs will be posted on other doors directing people to only enter for worship through the main 
doors.   

c. Those attending will be asked to register their attendance via sign-in sheets located at tables in 
the Narthex.  People can bring their own pen, or we would have a small supply, as well as some 
hand sanitizer, on each table.  The sign-in sheets will be collected and retained for several weeks 
(in the event we must do contact tracing). 

d. Sunday bulletins and announcements will be made available (hands free from a rack in the 
Narthex after hand sanitizing).  The congregation is encouraged to use their personal tablets or 
other devices in the Sanctuary (as Wi-Fi has been improved).   

e. Individuals and families shall seat themselves.  Social distancing is encouraged.   
3.  During-worship 

a. The congregation is encouraged to maintain social distancing, but if they have been fully 
vaccinated, masks will be optional.  Those who have not yet been vaccinated will be strongly 
encouraged to wear masks. 

b.  Singing by the congregation will be limited to one song during the worship service (just before 
the Benediction).  Singing by a small choir group or a soloist is allowed with adequate spacing.  
In addition, a small handbells group is permitted.  Masks are not required for fully vaccinated 
choir members but shall be strongly encouraged for those not vaccinated.   
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4.  Post-worship service 
a. Following the service, the congregation will exit beginning in the back of the sanctuary, working 

to the front, followed by the balcony.  The congregation is encouraged to maintain adequate 
spacing.   

b. As the congregation leaves, they can deposit their tithes and offerings into baskets set up in the 
Narthex (also available on the way into the service). 

c. As part of the communications plans, the congregation will be instructed to notify the church 
office promptly if they become ill with any COVID symptoms on the days following the service.   

5.  Several days after-worship 
a. After the service, access to the Sanctuary will be limited.  A dedicated cleaning team will clean 

pews and other high touch articles.  
 

 


