
 

Life at Unity 
 May 18, 2021 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is 

extended to the family of 

William Harold “Bill” Marlowe, 

who passed away on April 29, 

2021; and also to Matt Lochel 

and family in the death of his 

father, Frank P. Lochel, Jr., on 

May 5, 2021. 

For more information on 
“What’s Happening”           
at Unity, please visit… 

www.unityfortmill.org/whats-
happening/ 

Dear Friends, 

In my sermon this past Sunday I asked, “What are you praying for?” I hope that was a 

helpful question which has led you to reflect on your own prayers this week, recogniz-

ing that our prayers are an answer to Christ who first prayed for us. I hope you will 

share some of your prayers with me in this week that is ahead. 

In light of that question, I wanted to share one of my prayers with you so that we 

might be in prayer with one another. In a variety of circumstances, I am praying for 

compassion, understanding, and kindness. We could think about it related to the short-

age of gasoline last week as many assured their own tanks were full without consider-

ing others who might have real needs. In the political sphere, the divisiveness has con-

tinued with apparently no regard for compassion, understanding, and kindness, much 

less compromise. But where it truly hits home is with the pandemic. 

Many have said that shutting down the church was emotionally hard but logistically 

fairly simple. Reopening is deeply challenging both emotionally and logistically. As 

more and more people are vaccinated against COVID-19 and CDC guidelines are re-

laxed about mask wearing and recommended social distance, there is a great tempta-

tion to create new divisions between those who are vaccinated and those who are not. 

To this point the Session and church staff have been resolute in trying to maintain a 

sense of common commitments to health and safety so that all who wish to attend our 

indoor or outdoor in-person services and studies are welcome. It will take compassion 

and understanding to seek that common commitment to safety and health as we con-

tinue to regather.  

So that is what I am praying for - compassion and understanding; our commitment to 

something larger than ourselves; and an extra dose of kindness toward others. I also 

pray that if you are able, you will get your vaccine, if not for yourself then out of a 

commitment to the health of our larger community. And finally remember the words 

of my friend Bruce Reyes-Chow who wrote: “To be kind is to accept that each person 

is a created and complex human being — and to treat them as if you believe this to be 

true.”  

I’m praying for you and I hope to see you on Sunday! 

Matt 

A MESSAGE FROM MATT 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through worship, 
nurture, and service to all people. 
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EARLY JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

 
1 -- Joan Boardman; Isa John-
son; Taylor Johnson; June 
Lochel; Ed Tatum  
 
2 -- Bonnie Christensen; Lyn 
Evans; Paul McIntyre; Bob 
Reid; Burt Welch  
 
3 -- Ashley Blake; Cecelia 
Creech; Terry Durso; Debbie 
Whitsett  
 
4 -- Laura Glenn; Annabelle 
Gload; Randy Higgins; Brickley 
Oltmann; Lorraine Ward  
 
5 -- Caroline Chamberlain; Mad-
ison Gregory; Jill Washam  
 
6 -- Gail Ellison; Ansley Griffin; 
Jad Griffin; Wendy Matherly; 
William Reigel; Mark Spinner  
 
7 -- Erika Derifield; Phil Here-
ford; William Howard; Laura 
Jamison; Mary Johnson; Lauren 
Lochel  
 
8 -- Joshua McCabe; Reagan 
McCabe  
 
9 -- Angela Chamberlain; Tom-
my Hardwick; Linda Hollands-
worth  
 
10 -- Charles Creech; Ben 
Knight; David Macaulay; Chuck 
Randall; Travis Weldon  
 
11 -- Chuck Haynes; Adam 
Helms; Boden Smith  
 
12 -- Melissa Dye; Luke Weaver  
 
13 -- Donna Eubanks; Randy 
Grantham; Grace Kern; Lauren 
Miller  
 
14 -- Rhonda Barrett; Emma 
Dowd; Jim Greyard; Billy How-
ell; Tony Nutter; Julia Ringley; 
Allison Wyndham  
 
15 Mary Gregory; Ben Sullivan  

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Summer Sunday School: Adults and youth of all ages are invited to join us for Sum-

mer Sunday School beginning June 6th as we hear stories of mission and ministry from 

representatives in our Outreach, Congregational Care, and Youth Ministries. This will 

be a hybrid offering with an in-person option in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday from 

9:45 – 10:30 am as well as the option to Zoom in for the presentation. Nursery will be 

provided for children. Watch the announcements and church website for the topic and 

speakers each week.  Contact Thomas Monroe at monroe.thomasj@gmail.com or Mag-

gie Bost at mandjbost@gmail.com for the Zoom link.  

SANCTUARY DEBT REDUCTION CAMPAIGN 

Interested in Starting a Small Group? The Adult Discipleship Ministry Team is inter-

ested in beginning some additional small groups this fall. Do you or someone you know 

have a book you’d like to read with a group, a topic you’d like to study or a hobby you 

love that you want to share with others?  Contact Ashley Hogon at 

ahogon@earthlink.net to express your interest in creating a small group at Unity. 

SMALL GROUP LEADERS 
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MEN’S MINISTRY 

SUNDAY, MAY 23: Join us for a Pentecost Congregational Picnic on Sunday, May 

23 from 3-5 pm at Bethelwoods Camp and Conference Center, 922 Mt. Gallant Rd, 

York, SC.  

Wear red and bring a picnic for your family, a blanket or camp chairs, and a kite if 

you have one. We will meet on the front field at camp for Pentecost crafts, games, 

and story time. Your family 

can walk the Labyrinth in the 

Pines, join others for a game 

of Gaga ball, take a tour of 

camp, or enjoy a family hike. 

Families of all shapes, sizes 

and ages are welcome.  

Bring your children, grandchildren, or just come enjoy time with your Unity family. 

Cupcakes will be provided by the Children’s Ministry Team as we celebrate the birth-

day of the Christian church. To register, visit: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10C0E4EAFAC29A2F94-unity1 by noon on Wednesday, May 19.   

Families with children - mark your calendars now for two Family Fun Nights this 

summer to be held on the front lawn at Unity on Sundays, June 27 and July 25 from 

5-7 pm. Bring a blanket or camp chairs and enjoy carnival games run by our youth 

ministry. Invite your friends and neighbors. No registration needed. 

 

June 27 – Bring your own picnic and enjoy Kona ice, popcorn and cotton candy.  

July 25 – Romans All Star Café Food Truck will be on site.  

JOIN US FOR A CONGREGATIONAL PICNIC 

Men's Ministry Breakfasts resume in person Tuesday, June 8.  All men of Unity 

and their guests are invited to attend at 8:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall on the sec-

ond Tuesday of each month.  We enjoy breakfast together with a devotional and plan 

our service projects.  For now, the kitchen is not open so this will be a BYOB (Bring 

Your Own Breakfast) event.  Please wear a mask when not eating and practice social 

distancing.  For more information on Men's Ministry, contact Larry Terrell at (803) 

548-7179. 

STEPHEN MINISTERS 
ARE READY TO CARE 

Stephen Ministers are members of 

our church who have been 

through extensive training and 

provide confidential, one-to-one, 

Christian care to people who are 

experiencing a difficult time. They 

listen, care, encourage, pray, and 

provide weekly support for as 

long as the need persists.  

If someone you know is hurting, 

find out more about Stephen Min-

istry by talking with Susan Mobley 

at swmnurse@gmail.com or cell 

704-575-7344 with questions. Our 

Stephen Ministers are ready to 

bring God’s love and care to those 

in need. 

WE’RE LOOKING FOR 
OUR NEXT COMMUNI-
CATIONS SPECIALIST! 

The Communications Specialist 

position is a creative role, as well as 

being sharply focused on the effec-

tiveness of our communications. 

This position has a significant role 

in the positioning of Unity Presby-

terian with both internal and external 

audiences. 

For more information and to view 

the full job description, visit: 

https://unityfortmill.org/about-

us/careers/ 

 

SUMMER FAMILY FUN NIGHTS 



 

Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m.  
Live on the Lawn 

 
11:00 a.m.  

Livestream Worship 

CONGRATULATIONS TO UNITY’S NEW CONFIRMATION CLASS 


