Life at Unity
April 6, 2021

RE-GATHERING TEAM … GOOD NEWS
The Re-Gathering Team has been and continues to meet weekly to review COVID
metrics and look for ways to expand worship and ministries on the Unity campus.
The good news is that beginning April 18, worship in the sanctuary will be open
for limited in-person attendance. Before registering to attend at . . . https://
rsvp.church/r/mDxFtpEu . . . read this entire page as well as pages 4 and 5 so you are
fully informed about registration and guidelines on staying safe while in worship.

Since 1788…
United in Christ’s love,
we glorify God through worship,
nurture, and service to all people.

For more information on
“What’s Happening”
at Unity, please visit…
www.unityfortmill.org/whatshappening/
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
is extended to . . .
Janet Bassford and family in the
death of her brother, Charles
Osgerby, on March 11, 2021, in
Michigan.
Karen Fuqua and family in the
death of her sister, Kathy
Deemer, on March 24, 2021.
Tom Spratt and family in the
death of his mother, Frances
Spratt, on March 27, 2021.
Cindy Fritz and family in the
death of her mother, Ruth
Smith, on March 30, 2021.
THANK YOU from . . .
Albert White and his family to
the congregation for the calls,
cards, and prayers.

LATE APRIL
BIRTHDAYS
16 -- Beth Chuck; Mary
Conerty; Chris Gall; Steve
Martin; Ron Ringley;
Mark Wyndham
17 -- Jordan Batchelor; Jim
Dobbins; Amanda Griffin;
Tommy Joyner; Bill Marlowe;
Phyllis Miller
18 -- Jacob Haynes; Jason
Prescott; William Ross
19 -- Dezi Dezzani; Chuck
Epps; John Garver; Estie Hice
20 -- Craig Derifield; Emily
Evans; Ken Hill; Greyson
Hines; James Watson; Jamie
Woodward
21 -- Debbie Butler; Martha
Gribble; Holly McKinney
22 -- Patrick Sizemore; John
Welker; Maggie Wright
23 -- John McManus; Annie
Reigel

SANCTUARY DEBT REDUCTION CAMPAIGN
Your contributions to the
principal portion of our
debt are already making a
BIG difference.
The interest portion of
our monthly mortgage
payment has decreased by
$1,155.62.
(From $4,399.98 in
December to $3,244.36 in
March.)

YOUTH 2021 SUMMER TRIPS
Registration is open for the 2021 Youth Summer Trips. For more information, contact
Kaiti Bryant at KBryant@UnityFortMill.org or call her at the church office.
Link for Asheville Youth Mission Registration (middle school):
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=lNbVSsaTD2bmNdsHH6eo
Yw==&site=92749&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=5704&EventI
D=204085&sn=92749
Link for Montreat Youth Conference (high school)
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=1JBoLGDNlUKXUm214HX
XIg==&site=92749&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=5704&EventI
D=205132&sn=92749

24 -- Lisa Dickson; Marcia
Hardy; Mike Mix; Christy
Oltmann; Chase Riddle;
Elizabeth Watson; Stan Wilson
25 -- Gray Fisher; Kent Higgins;
Camille Welfare; James Welfare;
Meredith Welfare
26 -- Jeff Shouse
28 Phillip Carter; Susie Hinton;
Nolan Kaskowicz
29 -- Sally Crail; Teeny
Honeycutt; Margaret Morgan;
Don Rice; Ann Robinson
30 -- Lee Cole; Sandy
Schumacher
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UPDATE ON CAMPUS FACILITIES . . As of March 31st, a new 24 niche cabinet
was installed in the Columbarium. For more information on the Columbarium, contact
the church office.

THANK YOU MELISSA DYE
Please join Children’s Ministry Team in
thanking Melissa Dye for her 4 years of
service to Unity as our CIW Coordinator.
Melissa was present every Sunday morning
to support our volunteers and oversee the
Children in Worship program. She was instrumental in helping us create our current
CIW room after our program supplies and
stories were all lost during our 2018 fire.
Melissa is now ready to sit in the pew and
worship with her family on Sunday mornings. This summer, Lauren Lochel, our
Nursery Coordinator, will oversee CIW as
we regather on Sunday mornings.

THE JOY SET BEFORE US
Over the next few weeks we will be reconciling the proposed 2021 – 2022 budget
against projected giving for the period. We will also be sharing your time & talent
interests with ministry team leaders to match with our program plans for the year.
If you have not sent in your Stewardship information for the upcoming program
year, you can mail it or drop it in the locked mailbox on the drive by the Historic
Sanctuary. Additional forms can be printed from the Stewardship tab on Unity’s
website.
If you prefer to communicate your choices online, you can indicate how you would
like to serve by logging into your account from the log-in button at the top of our
webpage www.UnityFortMill.org and using the Serving menu. Notice of your online
choices will be automatically forwarded to the appropriate staff member. You can
also indicate your pledge by clicking the Pledge Now button under My Giving
Summary on your log-in Home page.
A summary of pledges at March 31, 2021:
8 New pledges
47 Increased pledges
49 Pledges remained the same
10 Decreased pledges
42 Haven’t pledged but have a continuing auto-draft
_____
156 Total effective pledges for $714,866
Time & Talent Commitments Received:
160 Adults
25 Children & Youth
If you haven’t had a chance to send your commitments in, you still can.
We hope everyone will find a way to support Unity’s Ministries and experience the
joy of serving.

UPCOMING
CHILDREN’S
EVENTS
“Learning to Use My Bible”
Sunday, April 11
3rd graders and their parents (and
any older children who have
missed this milestone) are invited
to this special event outside on the
front lawn from 3:00-5:00 pm. For
more information and to register:
https://unityfortmill.org/ministrie
s/children/events/
“Worship and Sacraments”
Sunday, April 18
2nd graders and their parents (and
any older children who have
missed this milestone) are invited
to this special event outside on the
front lawn from 3:00-5:00 pm. For
more information and to register:
https://unityfortmill.org/ministrie
s/children/events/

Super Sunday: “Surprises”
Sunday, April 25
Children 4K-5th grade are invited
for our April Super Sunday, outside, weather permitting. For more
information and to register:
https://www.signupgenius.com/g
o/20F0C4FA9AD2EA5F58super6 We need volunteers for
Super Sunday. Sign-up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/g
o/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-super

Children and Family Picnic
Sunday, May 23
Join us to celebrate the end of the
Super Sunday year – 3:00-5:00 pm
at Bethelwoods Camp and Conference Center, 922 W. Mount Gallant Rd, York, SC. More information coming soon.
Questions? Email
KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org
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Sacraments in a
Time of Pandemic
The classic definition of a
sacrament comes from the 4th
Century theologian Augustine of
Hippo who said that sacraments
are “a visible sign of invisible
grace.”
So, Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper are things we can touch
and see; experience with our
senses beyond just hearing a
spoken word. Unfortunately
touching and being close to one
another present significant risks
during a pandemic. Still, we
might know the unique grace of
God manifest in the sacraments
as we regather for worship.
For baptism, water remains safe
and social distance can be
maintained between the pastor,
child, and parents except for the
brief moments of the baptism
itself. All will be wearing masks
and Dr. Rich will sanitize his
hands before the baptism liturgy
begins, so we can safely
welcome and celebrate our
children into our community
of faith.
For generations communion
elements have been prepared
and sealed for use in settings
outside a typical sanctuary. The
Worship and Music Team has
purchased special sealed communion cups that contain both
a wafer of bread and juice.
On communion Sundays, these
sealed cups will be placed on
tables in the narthex for you to
pick up as you enter the sanctuary. At the appropriate time we
will all unseal our elements together and celebrate the joyful
feast of the people of God.
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RE-GATHERING TEAM … GOOD NEWS (continued)
When we regather for worship in the sanctuary beginning on April 18th, we will seek to
do so as safely as possible because of our great love for God and for one another. A
great deal of prayer, work, investigation of best practices, and conversation has gone
into preparing for regathering in the sanctuary for worship. We have held a “dry run,”
evaluated the feedback, and made a few tweaks to the process. We anticipate that we
will continue to learn and tweak as we go forward. Thank you for your faith and your
patience as we live into this new reality together.
The complete protocols can be found at https://unityfortmill.org/in-sanctuaryworship/. What follows are important highlights as you prepare for worship.
The Registration Process





Worship participants will be required to register on-line on the church website.
Registration will open on Mondays and close on Thursdays at noon each week.
Registration will be limited to the first 125 participants due to physical distancing
requirements.
Anyone without a computer or internet access can contact the church office to
register.
Only pre-registered children will be allowed to attend Nursery or Children In
Worship (CIW) so that proper staff and space can be prepared. Parents must sign
up their children as a part of their own registration for Sunday in-person worship
for a particular week.

Things to Know Before You Go










Worship attendees should take their temperature at home and not come to church
if they have any symptoms of COVID-19 and/or a fever (greater than 98.6 degrees
F) without the use of fever-reducing medications.
Participants will be directed to enter the Sanctuary only via the main entrance into
the Narthex. Please note, the door you enter will correspond to where you will be
seated in the Sanctuary (Left door seated on the left; center doors will be seated in
the center...).
Ushers will be stationed at each door with the list of registered attendees to document attendance.
We ask if you are bringing a child to the Nursery, enter the left door for access to
the nursery. Also, for Children in Worship, please enter either the left or center
doors to allow easiest access for the children to exit the Sanctuary during the
service.
There will be a very limited distribution of Sunday bulletins and announcements
(hands free from a rack in the Narthex after hand sanitizing). The congregation
is encouraged to print and bring their own Sunday bulletins or use their personal
tablets or other devices in the Sanctuary (as Wi-Fi has been improved).
Ushers will escort participants to available seating. Ushers will seat individual/
family groups at least 6 feet from others. Unfortunately, if you had a favorite pew,
you may not be able to sit there as we start in-person worship.

Nursery and Children in Worship


Only pre-registered children will be allowed to attend Nursery or Children In
Worship (CIW) so that proper staff and space can be prepared. Parents will sign up
their children as a part of their own registration for Sunday in-person worship for a
particular week.
















Parents of children attending Nursery and CIW are asked to take their children’s
temperature prior to coming to church and not to bring them if they have a
temperature of 99 degrees F or higher or any other COVID symptoms.
Children birth-4 years old after 9-1-20 are welcome in the Nursery.
The Nursery will be available for the in-person 11:00 am worship service only
until further notice and will open at 10:40 am.
Parents are asked to check-in for worship by entering through the Narthex
entrance and then come down the stairs immediately outside the Narthex to
take their child to the Nursery prior to the beginning of worship. They will return
to the sanctuary by walking up the stairs at the front of the Nursery wing and
following the hallway back to the Narthex to be seated by Ushers.
Nursery staff will wear masks at all times. Children attending Nursery will not
be required to wear masks, but parents may choose to have their children wear
them.
Children old enough to appropriately play outside will utilize the outdoor playground as much as possible. Parents are asked to dress children appropriately for
outside play.
Children 4 years old prior 9-1-20 through current 1st graders are welcome in
Children in Worship (CIW).
CIW will be available for the in-person 11:00 am worship service only until
further notice.
Children attending CIW will check-in for worship by entering through the
Narthex entrance with their families and participating in worship in the Sanctuary
until the Children’s Time.
Children will remain in the pew with their families during the Children’s Time.
Following that, children will walk to the front of the Sanctuary and exit out the
door to the left into the hallway where they will be met by CIW staff and Church
Ushers who will take them downstairs to the Handbell Room (Room S-116) to
participate in CIW.
All staff and children attending CIW are required to wear a mask.
When dropping children off and picking up children for Nursery and CIW,
parents are encouraged to stay outside of the door to the room. If a parent needs
to come into the room for any reason, they will need to have their temperature
checked and will be asked to fill out the health check form.

In-Person Worship Service







The worship service may be shortened a little to limit potential transmission and
exposure in the Sanctuary.
Masks must always be worn throughout the service.
Spoken responses are allowed, however, there will be no singing by the congregation unfortunately. Please feel free to hum along. We do plan to have singing
by a small choir group, or a soloist. We may also have a small handbells group.
Following the service, the ushers will direct the congregation to exit. The congregation will exit beginning in the back of the sanctuary, working to the front,
followed by the balcony.
As you leave, please deposit your tithes and offerings into baskets set up in the
Narthex (also available on the way into the service).
It is critically important that, if you or someone else you attended the service with
becomes ill with any COVID symptoms on the days following the service, please
contact the church office promptly. If necessary, we may need to notify others
who you came in contact with during the service.

Why Can’t We Sing?
Hymns are a vital part of our
worship and life together. They
teach us God’s story. They tell us
who God is and of God’s boundless love for us. Singing hymns
binds the faithful together with
saints in every time and place.
But singing together may not be
possible for some time—even
once we begin regathering in the
sanctuary on April 18th.
Scientific evidence shows that
singing significantly increases the
transmission of COVID-19.
Scientists and medical professionals classify singing as a high-risk
activity due to the manner in
which singing encourages aerosol
spread. This is why for a while, we
will not be able to join our voices
in congregational hymns or sung
responses. On Sunday mornings
you’ll see a small choir singing with
masks, or a soloist. These musicians will be singing on behalf of
all of us.
While not singing together will be
challenging, may we remember
that it will only be for a season.
As more of the population is vaccinated and community spread of
COVID-19 drops further, we will
sing again! In the meantime, let us
rejoice and praise God—even in
our silence.
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ASSOC. PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE
At the Congregational Meeting on March 21st, the Congregation elected seven members
to serve as an Associate Pastor Nominating Committee: Jennifer Brindisi, Jim Dobbins,
Bob Edwards, Theresa Higgins, Abby Lee, Lynn Ringley, and Patrick Sizemore. The
committee has started meeting on Wednesday nights at 7 PM and spent their first meeting getting to know each other, building trust, being introduced to the work ahead,
organizing themselves, and praying.
The following members will be serving particular roles on the APNC:
 Chair - Patrick Sizemore
 Recording Secretary - Theresa Higggins
 Corresponding Secretaries - Jennifer Brindisi and Lynn Ringley

Spring may have arrived, but life
can still seem cold and dreary for
those who have suffered a loss
or experienced a crisis. Our
Stephen Ministers are trained to
help people through the winters
of life, providing emotional and
spiritual support during tough
times.
If you or someone you know
could benefit from confidential,
one-to-one Christian care by a
Stephen Minister, contact Susan
Mobley—swmnurse@gmail.com
or by cell 704-575-7344.
Our Stephen Ministers are ready
to care for you!

Dr. Rich shared that his role with the committee will be as an advisor and guide as we
seek the person God is calling to join our ministry team as Associate Pastor.
After they are officially trained by representatives from Providence Presbytery, the
APNC will begin working on the church’s Mission Information Form or “MIF”. The
MIF will describe our congregation, its vision and ministry, the role and responsibilities
of the Associate Pastor, and desired leadership qualities. Potential candidates will learn
first about our position and congregation through the MIF. Once it is completed and
approved, the APNC will begin seeking particular candidates and the search will formally begin.
While the APNC will provide regular updates to the congregation on their work, most
of their discernment will require strict confidentiality. Confidentiality serves two vital
purposes. First, it respects, protects, and honors the current ministries of prospective
pastors. This is a gift that we must give to those in conversation with our APNC.
Second, it allows the APNC to truly listen for God’s call without outside influence or
interference. This is holy work and while we are all excited to receive updates, we trust
God and the committee are doing this work well.
What you can do is pray daily for the members of the APNC. In addition, set a reminder on your calendar or an alarm on your phone to stop and pray for them every
Wednesday at 7 PM. Surround them in prayer for this journey ahead and anticipate the
blessings God will provide.

SESSION APPROVES CONSTRUCTION
After many many conversations and extensive planning since the campus fire in
December 2018, Session has voted to approve the recommendation by the Buildings &
Grounds Ministry Team related to the renovation and construction of the Historic
Sanctuary / Courtyard.
Funding for the entire project comes from the insurance settlement in October 2019.
Construction is targeted to begin by mid-April and completion by this fall.
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A GOOD DAY TO READ AT PRESCHOOL

Building a strong foundation for our future readers is very important to us at Unity
Preschool, so we promote literacy during the month of March.
The simple and enjoyable act of sharing books with children helps them learn prereading skills such as understanding the sounds letters make, developing a bigger
vocabulary, and building background knowledge.
This year we enjoyed books by author Peter Reynolds (https://
www.peterhreynolds.com/) who writes amazing books about protecting and
nurturing the creative spirit. The books we read this month included Ish, Sky Color,
Be You, and The Dot and you can see some of the activities that we enjoyed in the
pictures on this page.
At the end of our literacy month, we celebrated by hosting “DOT DAY.” The
children and staff wore polka dots and we “dressed” the preschool in polka dots.
It has been an exciting month at Unity Preschool!
7

Unity Presbyterian Church
303 Tom Hall Street
PO Box 1267
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267
www.UnityFortMill.org

JOIN US SUNDAY
8:45 a.m.
Live on the Lawn
11:00 a.m.
Livestream Worship

Return Service Requested

A MESSAGE FROM SENIOR PASTOR, DR. MATT RICH
Dear Friends,
As we enter the Easter Season here at Unity Presbyterian Church, I am reminded of two verses from the Gospel of
Matthew. The first describes the women who have visited the empty tomb on Easter morning. After encountering the
angels and learning that Christ is risen, we hear: So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples.
Matt. 28:8
Later as the eleven disciples gather on a mountain in Galilee with the resurrected Jesus, we learn, When they saw him, they
worshiped him; but some doubted. Matt. 28:17
It is comforting to me that even those who first encountered the risen Lord were filled with joy and fear, worship and
doubt. That seems to be an accurate description of my own emotions as we prepare to resume in-person worship in the
sanctuary on April 18th. Oh, how we have prayed and worked and planned for this day. Many are filled with great excitement and I share it. Preaching into a cell phone camera is nothing like preaching to a congregation gathered for worship.
It will be a wonderful day!
And yet, I have some fear too. There are many who are not ready to return to large indoor
gatherings. Will their experience on-line still be meaningful and faithful? Will all go according
to our carefully crafted plans? Will we be safe and is safety really the ultimate goal?
In the midst of all these emotions, I turn to a final verse from the Gospel of Matthew: And
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age. Matt 28:20
Our joys and our fears all rest in Christ who has promised to be with us always. May we meet
him not just in the sanctuary, but every day as we live and serve together here at Unity Presbyterian Church. See you Sunday! . . . Matt

