
 

The Service for the Lord's Day 
Third Sunday of  Easter 

April 18, 2021 
 
 

“United in Christ’s love, we glorify God through worship, nurture, and service to all people.” 

 
 

WE CELEBRATE GOD'S LOVE 
 
Prelude                         Joyous Day!               Leavitt 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Choral Introit            Surely the Presence of the Lord         Wolfe 
 

 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place; 
 I can feel his mighty power and his grace. 
 I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, I see glory on each face; 
 Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

 

Text:  Lanny Wolfe, © 1977 Lanny Wolfe Music. 
Used by permission.  CCLI License #20674929 

 
Call to Worship 
ONE:  When the disciples were certain that Jesus was dead, 
MANY: he stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
ONE:       Let us watch for the risen Christ this day, 
MANY: bursting in with new life and new hope. 
ONE:  Easter people, Christ is risen! 
MANY: Christ is risen indeed!  Let us worship the Lord! 
 
Hymn No. 1                 Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!                    NICAEA 
 Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty! 
 Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
 Holy, holy, holy!  Merciful and mighty! 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity. 
 

Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore thee, 
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
Who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 



 
Holy, holy, holy!  Though the darkness hide thee, 
Though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 
Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
Perfect in power, in love and purity. 
 
Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 
Sacrament of Baptism 

Presentation  
Questions to Parents and Congregation  
Affirmation of Faith               from A Declaration of Faith  

MANY:  We believe God acts by the Spirit in baptism:  calling us by name to be his, cleansing 
us from corruption, giving us new life, setting us in the fellowship of believers.  Baptism 
reminds us that God loves us long before we can love God and that faith and repentance are 
necessary as our response to God’s love.  Though we are baptized but once our response 
should continue and deepen throughout life.  Amen.  

Thanksgiving over the Water 
... Gracious God, pour out your Spirit upon Harper, upon us, and upon this water that this 
font may be your womb of new birth.  Strengthen us all to serve you with joy until that day 
when you make all things new.  Amen.  

The Baptism  
Laying on of Hands  
Welcome 

With joy and thanksgiving we welcome Harper into Christ’s church, for we are all one in 
Christ.  We promise to love, encourage, and support you, Stephanie and Michael, and we 
promise to share the good news of the gospel with Harper.  

Jesus Loves Me 

Jesus loves me! This I know, For the Bible tells me so; 
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 

Gifts from the Congregation 
 

WE PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD 
 
Children’s Time 
 
Anthem            Children of the Heavenly Father                 arr. Forrest 

Chancel Choir 
 

Children of the heav’nly Father 
Safely in his bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven 
Such a refuge e’er was given. 
 
God his own doth tend and nourish; 
In this holy courts they flourish; 
From all evil things he spares them; 
In his mighty arms he bears them. 



 
Neither life nor death shall ever 
From the Lord his children sever, 
Unto them his grace he showeth, 
And their sorrows all he knoweth. 
 
Though he giveth, or he taketh, 
God his children ne’er forsaketh; 
his the loving purpose solely 
To preserve them pure and holy. 

 
Scripture Reading                1 John 3:1-7 
    
Sermon                       “Children of God”                      Rev. Dr. Matt Rich 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD'S CALL 
            
Offering                 

This time is set aside for you to prayerfully make a donation online.  You can also have a time of reflection individually or as 
a family about how you will continue to use your time, talents, and treasure to give glory to God, even while staying at home. 

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  

MANY:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever.  Amen. 

 
Charge and Benediction 
 
Choral Response                 Go, My Children, with My Blessing                   AR HYD Y NOS 
 

 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
 In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 
 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.”  

 

Text:  Jaroslav J. Vajda, © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under One License #A-727534. 

 
Postlude           Voluntary                          Stanley 
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