
 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through 
worship, nurture, and    
service to all people. 

Life at Unity 
March 2, 2021 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is 
extended to Chris Henley and 
family in the death of his brother, 
Jon, on February 17, 2021.  

For more information on 

“What’s Happening” at 

Unity, please visit 

www.unityfortmill.org/

whats-happening/.  

Like many of you, I am participating in an All Church Read group discussing Matt’s 

book about how joy keeps showing up. To me, it keeps showing up at Unity. Connie 

and I are both retired educators who moved to Fort Mill three years ago from Virginia. 

We are in a second marriage of eleven years following the deaths of our previous mates 

of forty- plus years. Our only family in the area is Connie’s daughter and two grand-

children. Hence, the members of Unity have become our extended family and a joy 

that keeps showing up. 

The first source of Christian joy has been the Unity Sunday School class where we 

have found weekly fellowship, support and Christian growth. During the pandemic the 

class has stayed in touch every Sunday with zoom. Class members like Murray and 

Joyce White have taken us under their wing and shared their love of Fort Mill. Before 

the pandemic, a second facet of Christian joy was meals shared sitting around family-

sized tables talking and making new friends with groups like the Sunday Night Live 

folks and the Lunch Bunch. Thirdly, the worship services, inside and out, have gener-

ated a family reunion type experience for me. Special music, like Ruth Boetsch and her 

group, has been joyful and sermons inspiring. Small group Bible and book studies have 

given me another chance to experience Christian joy and get to know even more 

friends. Outside of church, we have a group of twenty Unity friends who live in our 

Orchards neighborhood. We stay in contact and get together outside as often as weath-

er and the pandemic will allow… maybe “a week from next Tuesday.” For sure, I have 

to say Unity’s reflection of Christian joy and hope keeps showing up and has sustained 

us during the pandemic. 

Most of all I rejoice in God’s gift of 

Jesus Christ and the opportunity to 

follow Christ here at Unity Presby-

terian Church. I pray that today and 

in the days to come you will join me 

in renewing your commitment to 

follow Christ as together we seek the 

joy set before us in him. 

By Joe W. Flory 

The Joy Set Before Us—Stewardship Testimony 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/C:/Users/Commspecialist.UPC-PJBICKETT-0/OneDrive%20-%20Unity%20Presbyterian%20Church/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/C:/Users/Commspecialist.UPC-PJBICKETT-0/OneDrive%20-%20Unity%20Presbyterian%20Church/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates


 

The Session has called a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, March 21, 2021 at 12:30 

PM. Information to participate will be sent to you via email prior to the meeting.  

The purpose of the Congregational Meeting is to: 

1) Hear a Report from the Nominating Committee and elect members of an Associate 

Pastor Nominating Committee.  

2) Hear a report from Dr. Rich related to the first six months of his ministry at Unity 

and a metaphor for ministry in this current time. 

3) Hear a report from the Building and Grounds Ministry Team on the history, current 

status, and future plans for the renovation of the Historic Sanctuary and Courtyard. 

The names and bios on those who will be nominated to serve on the Associate Pastor 

Nominating Committee and ballots for voting will be posted on the church website the 

week before the meeting. Ballots will be dropped off at Unity on March 21st from 1:30-

3:00 PM as a part of Stewardship Commitment Sunday.  For more information, please 

contact Matt Rich. 
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING MARCH 21 

DID YOU MISS SUNDAY’S SERVICE? 

To view, visit http:/yourstreamlive.com/events/1409731 

This is Week 3 of the All Church Read. Whether participating in a small group or read-

ing on your own, below is the schedule for reading and reflecting: 

Week 3 - Chapter 3 and Chapter 4 

Week 4 - Chapter 5 

Week 5 - Chapter 6 and Chapter 7 

 Week 6 - Chapter 8 and Epilogue  

ALL CHURCH READ CONTINUES 

EASTER MEMORIALS & 

HONORARIUMS 

Many members of our congre-

gation have developed a tradi-

tion of giving a financial gift to 

Unity in memory or honor of 

loved ones at Easter. This year 

Easter Memorial and Honorari-

um gifts may be made by com-

pleting the online form found 

on Unity’s website at https://

unityfortmill.org/give/easter-

memorials-honorariums/. There 

you will also find instructions 

for making your Memorial/

Honorarium gift online or by 

mail/drop-off.  

If you would like to make a spe-

cial Easter offering in memory 

or in honor of someone, these 

will be listed in a special publica-

tion that will be distributed on 

March 30, 2021.  The deadline 

for receipt of these gifts is 

March 21. 

If you need additional assis-

tance, please contact Anissa Lee 

(alee@unityfortmill.org) in the 

church office.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84140835332?pwd=Vk5tUkdNRnBucmZVVUxWN2tzcnJWdz09
http://yourstreamlive.com/events/1409731
https://unityfortmill.org/give/easter-memorials-honorariums/
https://unityfortmill.org/give/easter-memorials-honorariums/
https://unityfortmill.org/give/easter-memorials-honorariums/
mailto:alee@unityfortmill.org
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RE-GATHERING TEAM UPDATE 

REGISTRATION CLOSES MARCH 15 FOR PASSPORTkids! CAMP: Unity 

will take a group to PASSPORTkids! Camp at Montreat Conference Center July 6-9, 

2021. This fun-filled 4-day, 3-night camp is for children and youth who are currently 

in 3rd-6th grade. Adult chaperones from Unity will travel with the group to Montreat 

for camp.   

For more information or to register, visit https://unityfortmill.org/ministries/

children/camps-special-events/passportkids-camp/. 

PASSPORTkids! CAMP 

MARCH CHILDREN’S    

SUPER SUNDAY                  

REGISTRATION OPEN  

We are excited to come back to-

gether at the church, in-person for 

March Super Sunday! Whether 

your child has joined us before, or 

this would be their first time—we 

would love to have you. 

For full information and /or to 

register, visit : 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-

happening/ 

COVID CLINIC               

DONATIONS—DROP OFF 

DEADLINE MARCH 7 

The Children’s Ministry Team in-

vites families to help the York 

County COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic 

by donating any of the following 

items: band aids, medium latex-

free gloves, and hand sanitizers 

during the month of February. 

This project goes right along with 

our reading of stories of Jesus’ 

Healings and Miracles this month.  

A covered drop off bin is outside 

the doors to the Narthex and will 

remain throughout there through 

this Sunday, March 7. Place your 

donations in the bin and they will 

be delivered weekly to the Vaccine 

Clinic. This is our way to partici-

pate in Jesus’ healing ministry in 

our community.  

Questions? Email KMcGreg-

or@UnityFortMill.org 

Stewardship packets will be mailed out early next week.  Please take some time to 

review them and prayerfully consider how you might serve God through Unity dur-

ing the 2021-2022 program year. 

If you prefer to communicate your choices online, you can indicate how you would 

like to serve by logging into your account from the log-in button at the top of our 

webpage www.UnityFortMill.org and using the Serving menu.  

You can also indicate your pledge by clicking the Pledge Now button under My 

Giving Summary on your log-in Home page. 

THE JOY SET BEFORE US: STEWARDSHIP 

https://unityfortmill.org/ministries/children/camps-special-events/passportkids-camp/
https://unityfortmill.org/ministries/children/camps-special-events/passportkids-camp/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
mailto:KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org
mailto:KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org
http://www.UnityFortMill.org
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SAVE THE DATE TO SAVE A LIFE 

An important theme of the Lenten season is the humanity 

of Christ. In Jesus, God became human and fully 

experienced the wide range of emotions we all encounter 

in life. Jesus experienced times of loneliness, sadness, hurt, 

anger, disappointment, grief, and abandonment. That is 

part of being human.  

Another part of being human is needing help from each 

other. God never intended for us to be completely self-

sufficient. Part of God’s plan is for each of us to turn to 

others for help when we need it. 

 

VOLUNTEER 

NEEDED 

"On my honor, I will do my 

best ..." 

With these words, Boy Scouts 

have opened meetings at 

Unity Presbyterian for 

decades.  Along with Boy 

Scout Troop 108, Cub Scout 

Pack 108 has been chartered 

by Unity and provided with a 

safe place to meet, learn and 

play.   

Unity needs a  volunteer to 

serve as the Chartered 

Organization Representative 

(Scout Liaison) for the Scout 

Troop and Pack. It primarily 

involves signing off on leader 

applications (Fall kick-off) and 

annual re-charter (November).    

If you would like to step up to 

help these young men and 

boys as they grow, please 

contact John Lee at 

anj2lee@gmail.com. 

When you are experiencing difficult times, don’t struggle alone. Our Stephen Ministers 

will walk with you, listen to you, encourage you, pray with you, and provide confidential 

one-to-one care to help you through tough times. To find out more about Stephen 

Ministry and how you or someone you know could be matched with a Stephen Minister, 

contact Susan Mobley at swimnurse@gmail.com or by cell 704-575-7344. Our Stephen 

Ministers are ready to care for you! 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 

mailto:anj2lee@gmail.com
mailto:swimnurse@gmail.com
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RE-GATHERING TEAM UPDATE ENDOWMENT PROVIDES CHILDREN’S BIBLES PEANUT BUTTER               

JELLY MINISTRY  

Next Sunday is Peanut Butter 

& Jelly Sunday.  Year to date 

we have collected 1,052 pounds 

of food and supplies for the Fort 

Mill Care Center. Thank 

you! While our campus remains 

closed, please continue to sup-

port our neighbors in the follow-

ing ways: 

 Deliver donations directly to 

the Fort Mill Care Center at 

2760 Old Nation Road, Fort 

Mill. 

 Mail items or direct ship 

from Amazon to PO Box 

1401, Fort Mill SC 29716-

1401. 

 Collect items in your neigh-

borhood and deliver them to 

the Fort Mill Care Center. 

The Care Center is open MWF 

9:00 AM to noon. They are re-

ceiving donated items during 

their regular hours. Please use 

the gravel drive in front of the 

building.   

Current needs, in addition to 

PB&J, are deodorant, sham-

poo, and liquid dish deter-

gent.  

Please have the Care Center 

weigh your total donation and 

please send the weight to Larry 

Terrell 

at larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net. 

Our Family’s Experience with the Children’s Storybook Bible 

In August, the Children’s Ministry Team (CMT) provided a copy of Growing in God’s 

Love – A Story Bible to each family with one or more children in 4K through 5th grade 

with funds granted by the Unity Endowment.  When we picked up our family’s 

copy, my expectations were exceeded upon receiving a hardcover, 300-plus page 

book with illustrations for every story.  Additionally, the CMT has provided an ongo-

ing curriculum linking the book and its lessons to monthly Super Sunday small group 

lessons.   

Our family, like many, has deeply missed being at church in person and having our 

daughters, Rose (5) and Lily (2) be able to connect with the church through nursery, 

Children in Worship, Sunday School, and the many other opportunities the church 

and the CMT provides to families with young children to interact with one another.   

While it can be difficult to hold Rose’s attention with the online services, reading to 

her from the story bible, whether at bedtime or in the context of Super Sunday les-

sons, has been a great way for her to energetically engage with the Bible stories and 

think about their meanings.  What really stood out to us about the stories is the way 

they highlight how God’s people have experienced and worked with emotions such 

as love, fear, courage, hope, sadness, anger, and forgiveness.  We are very thankful to 

Unity for providing this gift to our family, and look forward to reading this with both 

of our children for years to come. 

Mike and Stephanie Berens 

mailto:larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net
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This series of sneak peeks into Officer Training has covered statements of faith; the 

three offices of ordination and their functions; the confessions of the church; and 

church polity. In this final article, I want to share with you a little about how 

decisions are made. 

When we elect someone to represent us in any decision making body (from the 

church session to county council to the United States Senate), we hope our 

representative will make the right decision on whatever issue that comes before 

them. But how do we know if it’s the right decision? 

Perhaps we expect that our representative will make decisions that represent the will 

of the majority of the people who elected them? That might work for those running 

for re-election, but it’s not the way we seek to make decisions in the church. 

Another view is that we elect those of good character and morality with the 

expectation that our representative will carefully consider all the information 

available to them (which sometimes includes information not available to us) and 

that they will make the best decision they can. We elect them to do this because we 

trust them. That’s closer to how we seek to make decisions in the church, but still 

not exactly right. 

In 1797, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 

America approved Historic Principles of Church Government. These ten principles 

continue to be a part of the Foundations of Presbyterian Polity that govern our 

congregation and all churches of the Presbyterian Church (USA). One of those 

principles that I always emphasize in officer training is: “Presbyters are not simply to 

reflect the will of the people, but rather to seek together to find and represent the 

will of Christ.” F-3.0204.  

So, instead of representing the will of the people (which because we’re sinful people 

we sometimes miss the mark on what God is calling us to do) and instead of seeking 

what they individually think is best (our representatives are sinful just like the rest of 

us), together we seek to find and represent the will of Christ. That is a high bar for 

decisions in the church. Not what do the majority of our members want, or what do 

I personally want, but what does Christ want?  

Do we always get it right? Do we always find and represent the will of Christ? No, 

but we definitely try. And as we pray, study scripture, talk, and pray some more, it is 

awe inspiring to see Christ lead his church in new and ever more faithful ways. 

A SNEAK PEEK INTO OFFICER TRAINING PART 5   
LATE MARCH 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
16 -- Ken Nunnery; Richie 
Sharpless  
 
17 -- Dorothy Gambrell; Gabby 
Oltmann; Hilda Swainey; Collin 
Tatum  
 
18 -- Brian Dowd; Thomas 
Meacham; Bill Reigel  
 
19 -- Mike Bartlett; Natalie 
Chuck; Jack Derifield; Dave 
Grove  
 
20 -- Mason Higgins  
 
21 -- Sharon Fulton; Warren 
Jackson; Haddie Morgan; 
Brandon Parise  
 
22 -- Harper Benanti; Steve 
Brown; Beckett Carter; Greg 
Greemon; Dave Johnson; Leanne 
Mace; Fran Webb  
 
23 -- Brooks Angle; Vaughan 
Batchelor; Zach Blackwood; 
Caitlin Hice; Peggy Low; Bob 
Schade  
 
24 -- Brett Coffman; Alan 
Conley; Andrew Glenn; Karen 
Jones; John Ray Kimbrell; Pat 
Krieger; Caroline Miller; Laurie 
Pessier  
 
25 -- Luke Henley; Marcia Sewell  
 
26 -- Taran Beshers; Sara 
Meacham; Alexa Spratt  
 
27 -- Donna Batchelor; Nancy 
Jones; Erin Padgett; Chris Walker  
 
28 -- Myra Annan; Susan Bates; 
Cameron Bence; Elizabeth 
Elisha; Drew Walker  
 
29 -- Joanne Mack; Owen Routh  
 
30 -- J Haskell; Bobby Rogers  
 
31 -- Gail O'Shea; Angie Shafer  



 

Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

 
 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m. Live on the Lawn 

11:00 a.m. Livestream Worship 

This past Sunday we began our Stewardship Season, “The Joy Set Before Us.” We are thinking about the source or the well of 
generosity, gratitude, and praise as a vibrant and growing relationship with Jesus Christ. It is the joy that comes from our con-
nections with Christ and promise of a future as God’s people, that enlivens our giving and our serving. It may even help us to 
laugh. Here are a few other ways we might laugh during this Stewardship Season ahead: 

 

Q. Who was the greatest male financier in the Bible? 
A. Noah. He was floating his stock while everyone else was in liquidation. 
 
Q. Who was the greatest female financier in the Bible? 
A. Pharaoh's daughter. She went down to the bank of the Nile and drew out a little prophet. 

 

"Be grateful for all that the good Lord had done for you," the minister told his flock. "Surely each of us should give one-tenth of 
all we earn to the Lord." "Amen!" shouted a particular fervent church member. "I say let's raise it to one-twentieth." 

 

Las Vegas Churches: It may come as a surprise to those of you not living in Las Vegas, but there 
are more churches than casinos. Not surprisingly, some worshippers at Sunday services will give 
casino chips rather than cash when the basket is passed. Since they get chips from many different 
casinos, the churches have devised a method to collect the offerings. The churches send all their 
collected chips to a nearby Franciscan Monastery for sorting and then the chips are taken to the 
casinos of origin and cashed in.  This is done by … CHIP MONKS! 

 

As we approach Commitment Sunday on March 21st, may we know the gift of joy as we discover 
Christ’s presence with us always. May our response be one of gratitude, generosity, and praise.  

  

God bless, Matt 

A MESSAGE FROM SENIOR PASTOR, DR. MATT RICH 


