
 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through 
worship, nurture, and    
service to all people. 

Life at Unity 
February 16, 2021 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is 

extended to Susan Benfield and 

family in the death of her 

mother, Charlotte Overmeyer, on 

February 8, 2021, in Pittsburgh 

Pennsylvania. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is 

extended to Michelle Meyer and 

family in the death of her father, 

James Weldon Whiteside, on 

January 28, 2021. 

For more information on 

“What’s Happening” at 

Unity, please visit 

www.unityfortmill.org/

whats-happening/.  

As we enter the Season of Lent this week, we are reminded that the destination of our 

Lenten Journey is the cross and empty tomb. With the ongoing pandemic and regath-

ering protocols established by the Session, we wanted to share our plans for Holy 

Week with you (recognizing that things can change in a myriad of ways!). But so that 

you can begin your own planning, we hope that you will join us for: 

Palm Sunday, March 28: Live on the Lawn Worship with palm procession @ 8:45 

am and Live-streamed Worship @ 11:00 am. 

Maundy Thursday, April 1: Live-streamed Worship with communion @ 6:30 pm.  

Good Friday, April 2: Pre-recorded Lessons and Carols Good Friday Worship service 

live premiered on the church website, Facebook, and YouTube @ Noon. 

Holy Saturday, April 3: Pre-recorded Children’s Easter Worship service with virtual 

children’s choir and appearances by Unity children and families live premiered on the 

church website, Facebook, and YouTube @ 10:00 am. For your kids to be a part of 

this service, sign up at www.unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/ by Feb. 28. 

Easter Sunday, April 4: Live on the Lawn Worship @ 7:00 am and 9:00 am with a 

butterfly release after the 9:00 am service and Live-streamed Worship @ 11:00 am. 

Sign up to pick up a caterpillar for our Eater Butterfly Release. To sign up for a cater-

pillar by Feb. 28, visit www.unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/.  

HOLY WEEK AT UNITY 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/C:/Users/Commspecialist.UPC-PJBICKETT-0/OneDrive%20-%20Unity%20Presbyterian%20Church/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/C:/Users/Commspecialist.UPC-PJBICKETT-0/OneDrive%20-%20Unity%20Presbyterian%20Church/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/C:/Users/Commspecialist.UPC-PJBICKETT-0/OneDrive%20-%20Unity%20Presbyterian%20Church/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/C:/Users/Commspecialist.UPC-PJBICKETT-0/OneDrive%20-%20Unity%20Presbyterian%20Church/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates


 

Wednesday, February 17 is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the season of Lent. In 

addition to the prayer stations in the Fellowship Hall and a pre-recorded prayer service, 

we will be gathering outside for Live on the Lawn worship.   

We will begin our journey to the cross with song, scripture, candlelight, and ashes as we 

recognize the ways in which Christ continues to show up, and in doing so leads us to 

repentance and joy.  The Service will be approximately 30 minutes and registration is 

required, click here for complete information and to sign up. 

Self-guided Prayer Stations will be available on 

Ash Wednesday, February 17, from 9:00 am – 5:00 

pm in the Fellowship Hall. As with prayer in the 

sanctuary during Advent, participants are asked to 

sign up for a 15 minute slot. One individual or 

family may sign up for each time slot. 

The prayer stations will walk you through setting 

an intention for Lent, confessing of sins and being assured of God’s forgiveness, and 

the imposition of ashes. Each person or family will use an individual container of ashes 

and will put the ashes on their own forehead or on the foreheads of other family 

members. We hope this will be a meaningful way to begin Lent and remind you of 

God’s constant love and grace in your life. Registration is required, click here to register. 
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ASH WEDNESDAY LIVE ON THE LAWN @ 6:30 PM 

DID YOU MISS SUNDAY’S SERVICE? 

To view, visit http://yourstreamlive.com/events/1409729. 

ASH WEDNESDAY SELF-GUIDED PRAYER STATIONS 

This is Week 1 of the All Church Read. Whether participating in a small group or read-

ing on your own, below is the schedule for reading and reflecting: 

Week 1 - Introduction and Chapter 1 

Week 2 - Chapter 2 

Week 3 - Chapter 3 and Chapter 4 

Week 4 - Chapter 5 

Week 5 - Chapter 6 and Chapter 7 

 Week 6 - Chapter 8 and Epilogue  

ALL CHURCH READ STARTED 

EASTER MEMORIALS & 

HONORARIUMS 

Many members of our congre-

gation have developed a tradi-

tion of giving a financial gift to 

Unity in memory or honor of 

loved ones at Easter. This year 

Easter Memorial and Honorari-

um gifts may be made by com-

pleting the online form found 

on Unity’s website at https://

unityfortmill.org/give/easter-

memorials-honorariums/. There 

you will also find instructions 

for making your Memorial/

Honorarium gift online or by 

mail/drop-off.  

If you would like to make a spe-

cial Easter offering in memory 

or in honor of someone, these 

will be listed in a special publica-

tion that will be distributed on 

March 30, 2021.  The deadline 

for receipt of these gifts is 

March 21. 

If you need additional assis-

tance, please contact Anissa Lee 

(alee@unityfortmill.org) in the 

church office.   

https://unityfortmill.org/ash-wednesday-outdoor-worship-service/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0544aea82ca7fa7-ashwednesday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-ashwednesday
http://yourstreamlive.com/events/1409729
https://unityfortmill.org/give/easter-memorials-honorariums/
https://unityfortmill.org/give/easter-memorials-honorariums/
https://unityfortmill.org/give/easter-memorials-honorariums/
mailto:alee@unityfortmill.org
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RE-GATHERING TEAM UPDATE 

TWO MORE WEEKS TO REGISTER FOR PASSPORTkids! CAMP: Unity 

will take a group to PASSPORTkids! Camp at Montreat Conference Center July 6-9, 

2021. This fun-filled 4-day, 3-night camp is for children and youth who are currently 

in 3rd-6th grade. Adult chaperones from Unity will travel with the group to Montreat 

for camp.   

PASSPORTkids! staff has thought long and hard about COVID safety protocols 

and have planned a safe and healthy experience for this Summer. Check out the 

PASSPORTkids! Camp website for complete protocols: https://passportcamps.org/

covid-19-protocols/  

Cost is $355 and a registration deposit of $100 is due no later than March 1st. This 

deposit is completely refundable until the end of April and will be refunded by 

PASSPORTkids! if they cancel camp after that. Register on the church website at: 

https://unityfortmill.org/ministries/children/camps-special-events/passportkids-

camp/. 

PASSPORTkids! CAMP 

FEBRUARY CHILDREN’S 

SUPER SUNDAY:                      

PICK-UP KIT 

Whether your child has participat-

ed in Super Sundays in the fall or 

not, you are invited to sign up for a 

Super Sunday Take Home Kit for 

February with games and activities 

around stories of Healings and 

Miracles. Registration closes on 

February 24 at noon.  

Click here to register or visit  

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-

happening/ 

COVID CLINIC               

DONATIONS 

The Children’s Ministry Team in-

vites families to help the York 

County COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic 

by donating any of the following 

items: band aids, medium latex-

free gloves, and hand sanitizers 

during the month of February. 

This project goes right along with 

our reading of stories of Jesus’ 

Healings and Miracles this month.  

A covered drop off bin will be 

placed outside the doors to the 

Narthex this Wednesday and will 

remain throughout the month. 

Place your donations in the bin 

and they will be delivered weekly 

to the Vaccine Clinic. This is our 

way to participate in Jesus’ healing 

ministry in our community.  

Questions? Email KMcGreg-

or@UnityFortMill.org 

KITCHEN INVENTORY 

KITCHEN CLEANING AND INVENTORY: The Congregational Care Minis-

try Team is undertaking a major cleaning along with taking inventory of the Fellow-

ship Hall kitchen and associated closets. Due to COVID, the kitchen has not been 

used since February 2020 and is not likely to be used for many more months to 

come. Congregational Care will be taking advantage of this time period to clean, 

purge, organize, and take inventory of saved items.   

Should you have personal items in the kitchen, please contact Vickey Fulton at           

fultonvc@gmail.com. 

https://passportcamps.org/covid-19-protocols/
https://passportcamps.org/covid-19-protocols/
https://unityfortmill.org/ministries/children/camps-special-events/passportkids-camp/
https://unityfortmill.org/ministries/children/camps-special-events/passportkids-camp/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4fa9ad2ea5f58-super4
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
mailto:KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org
mailto:KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org
mailto:fultonvc@gmail.com


 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
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ITP UPDATE—DID YOU KNOW? 

The Imagine the Possibilities Campaign is a one year campaign.  Contributions to the 

fund are applied to reduce principal with each monthly payment, which has an immedi-

ate effect on reducing our principal to be paid this year.  Some of our members are plan-

ning to contribute small amounts each month and others prefer to make one payment 

during the year.   

For some people, Valentine’s Day is a painful 

reminder of a broken relationship, the death of a 

loved one, a recent relocation, a chronic illness, or 

another life challenge.  

If you are going through a difficult time, our Stephen 

Ministers can bring Jesus’ love (God’s ultimate 

Valentine) back into your life. Stephen Ministers 

provide confidential, one-to-one Christian care. They 

will meet with you privately on a weekly basis to 

listen, to support and encourage you, to pray with 

and for you, and to walk with you for the duration of 

your struggle. 

To find out more about Stephen Ministry and how 

you or someone you know could be matched with a 

Stephen Minister, talk with Susan Mobley at 

swimnurse@gmail.com or cell 704-575-7344. Our 

Stephen Ministers are ready to care for you! 

 

VOLUNTEER 

NEEDED 

"On my honor, I will do my 

best ..." 

With these words, Boy Scouts 

have opened meetings at 

Unity Presbyterian for 

decades.  Along with Boy 

Scout Troop 108, Cub Scout 

Pack 108 has been chartered 

by Unity and provided with a 

safe place to meet, learn and 

play.   

Unity needs a  volunteer to 

serve as the Chartered 

Organization Representative 

(Scout Liaison) for the Scout 

Troop and Pack. It primarily 

involves signing off on leader 

applications (Fall kick-off) and 

annual re-charter (November).    

If you would like to step up to 

help these young men and 

boys as they grow, please 

contact John Lee at 

anj2lee@gmail.com. 

mailto:swimnurse@gmail.com
mailto:anj2lee@gmail.com
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RE-GATHERING TEAM UPDATE 

SUICIDE PREVENTION TRAINING: Unity’s Health Ministries Team would 

like to make you aware of free online offerings several times a month through 

Mental Health America of Central Carolinas. The next class is February 22 from 

6:00—8:00 pm and focuses on QPR Suicide Prevention Training (QPR stands for 

Question, Persuade and Refer). This is an emergency response that can and does 

save lives, just like CPR! Knowing these three steps that anyone can learn will help 

prevent suicide. Death by Suicide has been in the top ten causes of death in this 

country for the past several years, and this was before we found ourselves in 

worldwide pandemic. 

The December 22, 2020 issue of Newsweek had this quote from Christine Moutier, 

Chief Medical Officer for American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, "We do 

know that thoughts of suicide are more prevalent among the general population now 

than before COVID-19, and for that reason we must continue to focus on 

prevention efforts and supporting those at risk.” Please consider signing up for this 

helpful, important, free 2 hour class!  

To register, visit www.mhacentralcarolinas.org then click the top tab Get Involved > 

Register for Events > Scroll to QPR Suicide Prevention Training > Click “Add cart” 

to put in your name and information and register. 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT CLOSET: Unity’s Health Ministries Team has 

reopened the equipment closet. Wheelchairs, walkers, bedside commodes, canes, 

shower seats, and a lift assist recliner are available to members in need of this 

equipment on a short term basis. Loaned out equipment can also be returned to the 

closet at this time, we just ask you to please Clorox it well before returning it. 

Contact Susan Mobley to return and pickup equipment at the church via email at 

Swmnurse@gmail.com or call 704-575-7344. 

FROM THE HEALTH MINISTRIES TEAM BLOOD DRIVE              

RESULTS 

Thanks to all of the donors who 

participated in the blood drive at 

Unity on Feb 2. Our goal was 41 

pints and we surpassed that goal, 

collecting 49 pints! Our next 

drive will be April 6 from                   

2:30—7:00 pm. 

INTERESTED IN               

SAVING UNITY’S                   

HISTORY? 

In the past four years, bits of 

historic information, artifacts, 

photographs, and related materi-

als have been saved in several 

banker boxes.  Some of this in-

formation was used during 2018 

when Unity celebrated its 230th 

anniversary.  Session would like 

to pull together a few individuals 

to assess and organize this col-

lection.  In addition, the small 

group would make recommenda-

tions to Session for the preserva-

tion of documents, potentially 

assembling a fuller and updated 

history, and give their sugges-

tions on displaying the collec-

tion. 

Getting this group together now 

will help support Unity’s 235 

anniversary in 2023 as well as 

when the congregation opens its 

time capsule (located in the Col-

umbarium) in 2025. If you are 

interested in saving Unity’s histo-

ry, please be in contact with 

Dannie Vaughn, Clerk of Ses-

sion, or Jacob Saylor, Church 

Administrative Officer. 

http://www.mhacentralcarolinas.org
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Unity Presbyterian Church supports the Fort Mill Care Center year-round in many 

different ways. Recently, the Care Center shared with us what they were able to 

accomplish in 2020 with the support of both Unity and our community. Thank you 

to each of you for supporting this critical nonprofit in Fort Mill.  

2020 Fact Sheet 

2,735 Client visits 

1,868 Families (4,976 people) received 153,636 pounds of food 

$132,315 Total paid for client utility bills 

$41,049 Total paid for client prescriptions 

$15,463 Total paid for client emergency dental 

$3,890 Redeemed value of non-prescriptions pharmacy vouchers 

$215,733 Total aid for our clients 

6,352 Volunteer hours; $172,774 Value of donated time 

 

Special Outreach Programs 

The following items were made available thanks entirely to community donations:  

Birthday Bags - 100 bags containing cake mix, frosting, candles, etc. for children 

Senior Bags - 124 generously filled bags with useful items for senior citizens 

Boredom Bags - 45 bags containing activities and toys for children 

Holiday Bags - 44 bags/baskets of gifts and goodies for various holidays 

Children's Books - Over a thousand books donated for children to take home 

Dental Health - 845 toothbrushes given out to clients 

Winter Essentials—150 blankets, 314 scarves/hats and 100’s of socks donated 

Santa’s Helper - 292 children from 129 families were sponsored for Christmas 

THANK YOU FROM FORT MILL CARE CENTER  

CONFIRMATION 

We are excited that our 2021 

Confirmation Class has moved 

into its next phase. Class mem-

bers, all eighth grade students, 

have been meeting as part of the 

Middle School Sunday School 

each week and have had three 

afternoon meetings with their 

Sponsors in smaller groups.  

Now our 16 confirmation stu-

dents are meeting separately 

each week with Dr. Matt Rich, 

Kathryn McGregor, and Kaiti 

Bryant to dive deep into ques-

tions like “Who is Jesus?,” 

“What do followers of Jesus 

do?,” and “What is unique about 

Presbyterian followers of Je-

sus?”  This is certainly an unusu-

al year, but we’re making it work 

with a combination of videos, 

Zoom, and in person conversa-

tions.  

Please add Brooke Barrett, Na-

than Baxley, Parker Blake, Layla 

Brindisi, Cecilia Creech, Domi-

nic Frattaroli, Anna Honeycutt, 

Laura Honeycutt, Evan Lake, 

Finn Oakes, Gabby Oltmann, 

Bekah Rich, Hayden Sova, 

James Watson, Elise Welfare, 

and Harper Young in your pray-

ers as they prepare to make their 

public professions of faith on 

May 2nd.  
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So far in this series of sneak peeks into Officer Training we have covered statements 

of faith, the three offices of ordination and their functions, and the confessions of 

the church. In this article, we’ll talk about “polity.” 

Polity is a churchy word which we use to talk about how decisions are made and who 

has the power to make them. In the larger Christian world there are three general 

understandings of church polity. 

1. Congregational Polity - the congregation as a whole has the right and power to 

make decisions about all matters related to church life. The congregation can choose 

to have a smaller group (usually deacons) make decisions on their behalf, but 

everything falls back to the congregation as a whole. Congregations can also 

voluntarily choose to affiliate with other like-minded and structured churches, but 

the power remains with the local congregation. Churches with this type of polity 

include Baptists, Congregational Church, and most non-denominational churches. 

2. Episcopal Polity - on the opposite end of the polity spectrum are churches in 

which the right and power to make decisions is vested in particular individuals. As 

those chosen by God and through the laying on of hands, this decision making 

power has been passed in a chain of succession from the apostles. The name 

“episcopal” comes from a Greek word which means “overseer.” Usually these 

individuals are called bishops and there is a hierarchy of individuals with 

responsibility for larger collections of churches. Churches with this type of polity 

include Roman Catholics, Episcopalians, Methodists, Lutherans, and Orthodox. 

3. Connectional Polity - as Presbyterians our polity falls in between Congregational 

Polity and Episcopal Polity. It is based on the theological conviction that we best 

discern the will of Christ and make the best decisions when we gather together to 

pray, study scripture, and talk with one another. Thus, we vest decision making 

power in groups of people. As I like to say, we are theologically committed to 

committees! In the local church most power is vested in the Session with just a few 

things (like electing pastors and church officers) in the hands of the whole 

congregation. We are connected with other congregations and elect elders from our 

church to serve with our pastors as members of the Presbytery. Together we seek to 

exercise the power that Christ grants to the church. 

How do you see power best exercised in the church? Did you grow up in or 

experience a different polity before becoming a member of Unity Presbyterian 

Church? What are some of the benefits or drawbacks to a connectional polity? I look 

forward to hearing your thoughts about polity! 

A SNEAK PEEK INTO OFFICER TRAINING PART 4   
EARLY MARCH 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 -- Maggie Bost; Joan 
DeBruyn; Nancy Fricke; Bill 
Wacker; Tracy Young  
 
2 -- Harrison Martin; Livia 
Parise  
 
3 -- Joe Bonds; David Robbins; 
Bob Sullivan  
 
4 -- Leigh Burrell; Elizabeth 
Little; Kathryn Little; Sam 
Little; Raleigh McCabe; Kim 
Rozelle; Miles Sizemore; 
Emerson Turner  
 
5 -- Georgia Dela Cruz; Keith 
Hall; Julie Kimbrell; Matthew 
Palmer; Dannie Vaughn  
 
6 -- Stephan Dye; Wyatt 
Hamilton  
 
7 -- Merrick Estes; Susan 
Mobley; Kevin Pascal; Bekah 
Rich;  Sam Wilder  
 
8 -- Charlie Reilly; Kristine 
Veltri  
 
9 -- Ruth Boetsch; Lilly 
Hoffman; Sarah Shaw; Barry 
Wells; Stormy Young  
 
10 -- Davis Glasco; Jack 
Hagood; Thomas Welch; Kathy 
Wilson  
 
11 -- Abbi Griffin; Sandra 
Moore  
 
12 -- Joel Jennings; Ida White  
 
13 -- Nate Baxley; Susan Miller; 
Easton Shaftner; Becky Smith  
 
14 -- John Cioni; Hayes E. 
Jones  
 
15 -- Cissy George; Holly Jones; 
Hugh Oakes; Kate Prescott  



 

Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

 
 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m. Live on the Lawn 

11:00 a.m. Livestream Worship 

Dear Friends, 

 

On Ash Wednesday (Feb. 17) we will enter the church season of Lent. Presbyterians have not always marked this season 
of preparation for Easter, and yet it has become a treasured time here at Unity Presbyterian Church.  A few things you 
might notice about Lent this year:  

 

 The colors on the pulpit, lectern, and communion table in the sanctuary change from white on Transfiguration Sunday 
to purple as we focus on preparation instead of celebration (we will change back to white on Easter). 

 We will speak of the 40 days of Lent, but if you look at a calendar and count from Ash Wednesday to Easter you will 
find 46 days!  Why – because the 40 days of Lent are broadly termed “fast days” and Sundays do not count, thus 40 
days plus 6 Sundays until Easter. 

 The preaching texts for the season will grow out of our Stewardship Theme: The 
Joy Set Before Us. Joy is not often associated with Lent, but as we will discover 
whenever Christ is present and people notice, there we find joy. We are really go-
ing to embrace the Sundays in Lent as “feast days” instead of “fast days” this year. 

 Therefore, we are not going to talk much about “giving up” something for Lent 
this year. Instead we’ll focus on how we see Christ in our church and our lives and 
how we might embrace the joy Christ brings even in these challenging days.  

 

I pray that together we will keep a good Lent!  If you have questions about this season, 
please do not hesitate to let me know. 

  

God bless, Matt 

A MESSAGE FROM SENIOR PASTOR, DR. MATT RICH 


