
 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through 
worship, nurture, and    
service to all people. 

Life at Unity 
February 2, 2021 

Wednesday, February 17 is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the season of Lent. In 

addition to the prayer stations in the Fellowship Hall and a pre-recorded prayer 

service, we will be gathering outside for Live on the Lawn worship.   

We will begin our journey to the cross with song, scripture, candlelight, and ashes as 

we recognize the ways in which Christ continues to show up, and in doing so leads us 

to repentance and joy.  The Service will be approximately 30 minutes and registration 

is required, click here for complete information and to sign up. 

Self-guided Prayer Stations will be available on 

Ash Wednesday, February 17, from 9:00 am – 

5:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. As with prayer in 

the sanctuary during Advent, participants are 

asked to sign up for a 15 minute slot. One 

individual or family may sign up for each time 

slot. 

The prayer stations will walk you through setting an intention for Lent, confessing of 

sins and being assured of God’s forgiveness, and the imposition of ashes. Each person 

or family will use an individual container of ashes and will put the ashes on their own 

forehead or on the foreheads of other family members. We hope this will be a 

meaningful way to begin Lent and remind you of God’s constant love and grace in 

your life. Registration is required, click here to register. 

Did you enjoy the Children’s Virtual Christmas Pageant? You and your family can sign 

up now to participate in our pre-recorded Children’s Easter Service, which will include 

pictures of children and families waving palms, 

eating a meal and praying, and sharing the good 

news of Jesus’ resurrection as well as a virtual 

children’s choir.  

No costumes are necessary and the pictures are 

very simple! Click here to register. 

Live on the Lawn: Ash Wednesday Service at 6:30  

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is 

extended to Patty Barron and 

family in the death of William H. 

“Billy” Barron, Sr., on January 

23, 2021.  

For more information and/

or to register for each of 

these events, please visit 

www.unityfortmill.org/

whats-happening/.  

Ash Wednesday Self-Guided Prayer Stations 

Hallelu! He Lives! Virtual Children’s Easter Service & Choir 

Sign up to pick up a caterpillar 

for our Easter Butterfly Release, 

see page 3 for more info. 

https://unityfortmill.org/ash-wednesday-outdoor-worship-service/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0544aea82ca7fa7-ashwednesday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-ashwednesday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-hallelu
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/C:/Users/Commspecialist.UPC-PJBICKETT-0/OneDrive%20-%20Unity%20Presbyterian%20Church/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/C:/Users/Commspecialist.UPC-PJBICKETT-0/OneDrive%20-%20Unity%20Presbyterian%20Church/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/easter-butterfly-release/
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LATE FEBRUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
16 -- Paulette Little; Bo Palmer  
 
17 -- Kathy DesErmia; Cindy 
Fritz; Jacob Orloff  
 
18 -- Lisa Brown; Davis 
Gosney; Eliza Greemon; Dehler 
Hart; Kaley Huddleson; Olivia 
Morgan  
 
19 -- Tucker Cameron; Bill 
Chadick; Vicki Hawkins; Blaine 
Kuhn; Jake Olinger; Ken Reilly; 
Caroline Welch  
 
20 -- Allie Balcerzak; James 
Hubis; Erin Pratt; Hill Spinner; 
Mary Martin Spinner; Stewart 
Woods  
 
21 -- Emory Carter; Susan 
Green-Grove; Christian Meyer  
 
22 -- Ted Benfield; Emily Kasik; 
Jean Knox  
 
23 -- Ethan Cosner; Ted 
Matthews; Morgan Reid  
 
24 -- Beth Frattaroli; Samuel 
Mummey  
 
25 -- Bella Cardozo; Ella 
Gaither; Beth Reigel; Grant 
Smith  
 
26 -- Davis Dye; Sam Rich; 
Adam J. Smith  
 
27 -- Benjamin Key; Smith 
Pope; Charles Stempler  
 
28 -- Colleen Baxley; Jacob 
Couchenour; Alan Strosaker  

A SNEAK PEEK INTO OFFICER TRAINING—PART 3 

After completing new officer training this year, several elders and deacons suggested 

that we share a bit of the experience with the congregation. So, for the next several 

newsletters we are providing a sneak peek into officer training. 

When we hear the word, “confession,” what normally comes to mind? Perhaps an 

admission of guilt or the prayer we offer on Sunday to ask for forgiveness? Hopefully 

not a station with bright lights! 

As Christians we know another meaning of the word, “confession.” It means to profess 

or declare what we believe to be true. As Presbyterians, the first part of our 

denominational constitution is called The Book of Confessions. It is a collection of 12 

creeds, confessions, catechisms, declarations, and statements from the history of the 

church. It reminds us that our ancestors in the faith have long struggled to understand 

what scripture leads us to believe and do. The confessions become conversation 

partners for us as we seek to follow Christ today. The confessions can be grouped into 

three historical time periods: 

Ancient: The Nicene Creed and the Apostles’ Creed 

Reformation: The Scots Confession, the Heidelberg Catechism, the Second Helvetic 

Confession, and the Westminster Confession of Faith, Shorter Catechism and Longer 

Catechism 

Modern: The Theological Declaration of Barmen, The Confession of 1967, the Belhar 

Confession, and the Brief Statement of Faith 

I encourage you to pick one of these statements and try to find out more. Is there a 

name you recognize or one you’ve never heard of before? For example this past Sunday 

we used a Question and Answer from the Heidelberg Catechism as the Affirmation of 

Faith. What is the history of this catechism? Let me know if you have questions because 

each Confession opens us to new ways of seeing God at work in our world today. 

DID YOU MISS SUNDAY’S SERVICE? 

To view, visit http://yourstreamlive.com/events/1409727  

http://yourstreamlive.com/events/1409727
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COVID CLINIC DONATIONS 

RE-GATHERING TEAM UPDATE 

Reserve your caterpillar now so you can be a part of Unity's first Easter Sunday 

butterfly release. Caterpillar pick up date will be the week of March 8 and will be 

communicated to all who reserve one once the church order for caterpillars has been 

placed. For each caterpillar ordered, you'll be given a cup with your caterpillar and 

everything the caterpillar needs to eat and make its chrysalis. You will need to 

purchase or make a butterfly house for when the chrysalis opens and your butterfly 

appears as well as fruit slices to feed your butterfly for a few days until Easter Sunday 

when we will bring them to church and release them at the end of the 9:00 am 

outdoor Easter worship serve, weather permitting.  

Click here to reserve your caterpillar by Feb 28 or visit www.unityfortmill.org/whats

-happening/ for full information. 

Questions? Contact Kathryn McGregor at KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org 

EASTER BUTTERFLY RELEASE 

The Children’s Ministry Team invites families to help the York County COVID-19 

Vaccine Clinic by donating any of the following items: band aids, medium latex-free 

gloves, and hand sanitizers during the month of February. This project goes right 

along with our reading of stories of Jesus’ Healings and Miracles this month. A 

covered drop off bin will be placed outside the doors to the Narthex this Wednesday 

and will remain throughout the month. Place your donations in the bin and they will 

be delivered weekly to the Vaccine Clinic. This is our way to participate in Jesus’ 

healing ministry in our community.  

Questions? Contact Kathryn McGregor at KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org 

FEBRUARY CHILDREN’S 

SUPER SUNDAY:                      

PICK-UP KIT 

Whether your child has participat-

ed in Super Sundays in the fall or 

not, you are invited to sign up for a 

Super Sunday Take Home Kit for 

February with games and activities 

around stories of Healings and 

Miracles. Registration closes on 

February 24 at noon.  

Click here to register or visit  

https://unityfortmill.org/whats-

happening/ 

BLANKET SUNDAY:              

FEBRUARY 14, BLANKET 

THE WORLD WITH LOVE 

In the midst of crisis, faith guides a 

loving response. That’s how 

the CWS Blanket program started, 

and that’s why Unity’s gifts mean so 

much this year. Through the generos-

ity of congregations and partners, 

vulnerable neighbors can keep warm 

with fresh linens and clean sleeping 

quarters.  

For each $10 donated, a blanket is 

available to those in need. Since 

1997, Unity has donated more than 

$65,000 to this special program. The 

cost is $10 per blanket and “Blanket 

Sunday” will be observed on Febru-

ary 14, 2021. Help us to blanket the 

world with love!  

Click here to register or visit 

https://unityfortmill.org/give/spe

cial-offering/ 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-raiseC:/Users/Commspecialist.UPC-PJBICKETT-0/OneDrive%20-%20Unity%20Presbyterian%20Church/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
mailto:KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org
mailto:KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4fa9ad2ea5f58-super4
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/
https://cwsblankets.org/
https://unityfortmill.org/give/special-offering/
https://unityfortmill.org/give/special-offering/
https://unityfortmill.org/give/special-offering/
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 ITP UPDATE 

$35,260 , 24%

$114,740 , 76%

IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES 
CAMPAIGN - January 31, 2021   

Amount Received to Date Remaining Goal

Thanks to all who have felt led and able to support our  Imagine the Possibilities           

Campaign so far. We are off to a strong start at 24% of our goal. 

Are you experiencing pandemic fatigue –that feeling of being mentally and emotionally 

exhausted by everything that’s going on right now? We’re all facing different kinds of life 

challenges during this time – Isolation and loneliness; Anxiety over health; Grief; 

Juggling work, childcare, and schooling responsibilities; Financial strain or job loss; 

Uncertainty about the future… 

The list goes on. It’s no wonder we might be hit by pandemic fatigue. 

But you don’t have to go through it alone. If you or someone you care about is 

experiencing difficulties like these, our Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care, 

encourage, and be there to offer support. 

A Stephen Minister will meet with you privately – by 

phone, by video chat, or possibly in person when it’s 

safe to do so – to focus on you and your needs. It is 

free and completely confidential, and it offers real 

care, comfort, and hope. 

You can find out more by calling Dr. Matt Rich at 

803.547.5543, or Susan Mobley at swm-

nurse@gmail.com or cell at 704-575-7344 to learn 

more about Stephen Ministry. 

HISTORIC 

SANCTUARY PEW 

AUCTION 

If Unity’s historic sanctuary 

pews could talk – oh the 

stories they could tell. Stories 

of generations of families, of 

weddings, baptisms, and 

celebrations of the lives of 

Unity’s Saints.  They could tell 

of a century of hymns sung, of 

amens, scriptures read, and 

prayers said.  Through joys 

and sorrows, through wartime 

and peacetime, these pews 

hold the stories of Unity. 

Through February 7th you 

can bid on one of the solid 

oak, 100+ year-old pews and 

bring a piece of Unity’s 

history home!                   

Click here or visit 

https://unityfortmill.org/wha

ts-happening/ to review the 

auction guidelines and submit 

your bid. 

Questions? 

TammieWelch@Comporium.net   

https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/historic-sanctuary-pew-auction/
https://unityfortmill.org/happenings/historic-sanctuary-pew-auction/C:/Users/Commspecialist.UPC-PJBICKETT-0/OneDrive%20-%20Unity%20Presbyterian%20Church/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
mailto:TammieWelch@Comporium.net
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

RE-GATHERING TEAM UPDATE 

At the January 25th Stated Session Meeting, the Session approved a job description 

for our next Associate Pastor and requested permission from Providence Presbytery 

to form an Associate Pastor Nominating Committee.   

In thinking about the current ministry needs of our congregation and staff, at the 

recommendation of Dr. Rich and the Human Resources Ministry Team, the 

Associate Pastor position description is summarized as: “The Associate Pastor will 

join the Senior Pastor and other staff members in ministering to and with the entire 

congregation with a focus on dynamic leadership and oversight to the ministries of 

congregational care; outreach; health; and worship that will seek to deepen and 

broaden the congregation’s understanding of its role as witnesses of Christ’s faith, 

hope, and love.” 

The Nominating Committee is seeking names of people to serve on the Associate 

Pastor Nominating Committee. Could God be calling you or someone you know to 

serve? Think about those members of our congregation who love Christ and our 

church; who are engaged in ministries of care, outreach, health, and worship; who 

work well with others; and who pray deeply.  

Please send your suggestions to nominations@unityfortmill.org or to Nominating 

Committee Co-chairs Dannie Vaughn and Kathryn Glenn.  

ASSOCIATE PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

February is Black History Month, an annual celebration of achievements by African 

Americans. It is a time we acknowledge the role of African Americans in U.S. 

history, as well as their contributions to society in areas like science and the arts.  

This year I will be highlighting the contributions of African American composers to 

the body of church music. Contrary to what we might think, those contributions go 

beyond Gospel music and works based on spirituals! Each Sunday in February, I will 

play organ music by African American composers that is influenced by a variety of 

sources – German chorales, Protestant hymns, and original composer themes. The 

composers featured are alumni of prominent music schools and recipients of 

prestigious composition awards.  

My prayer is that these diverse offerings enrich our worship and heighten our 

awareness in the weeks ahead. 

--Margaret Monroe  

FROM THE SESSION 

The Session of Unity held their 

first meeting of the new year on 

January 25.  

The first part of the meeting was in 

joint session with the deacons. Su-

san Roberson of the Providence 

Presbytery Committee on Ministry 

joined the meeting for an exit in-

terview on Rev. Lindsay White.  

After staff reports and other re-

ports, the Session and Deacons 

met separately. Session approved a 

job description for an Associate 

Pastor. Session then approved that 

we ask Providence Presbytery for 

permission to begin a search for an 

Associate Pastor. An associate pas-

tor search team will be formed. 

Session also approved the opening 

of another room for indoor meet-

ings. 

Following the Session meeting, a 

meeting of the Board of Trustees 

of Unity was called. The purpose 

of the meeting was to elect officers 

for the board.  

Larry Terrell – President 

Dan Rogers – Vice President 

Dannie Vaughn – Secretary 

Pam Bright – Treasurer 

mailto:nominations@unityfortmill.org
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YOUTH MISSION : A CALL TO GIVE FEBRUARY 7 

Super Sunday has been moved to February 7. Join us as we play the popular game, 

Among Us, in person! Click here to sign up. 

YOUTH GROUP SUPER SUNDAY 

Going along with our theme in Youth Group of community, this youth mission 

event will be about giving to our neighbors. Due to COVID, we ask that you do 

this individually at this time. 

Here are a few ideas to help you get started, but please know you can choose to give 

another way if you would like!   

CLASSROOM READY: School supplies can be dropped off (by appointment 

only) at Classroom Ready. located at 120 East Elliott Street, Fort Mill, SC 29715 

FORT MILL CARE CENTER: Food and essential items can be dropped off at 

the Fort Mill Care Center… please note they are only open Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday from 9am until noon. The Care Center is located at 2760 Old Nation 

Road, Fort Mill SC 29715. 

Send a picture of you giving (to Kaiti) and we will put it on the website for the 

congregation to see!  

 

UPCOMING                        

YOUTH EVENTS 

——- 

Sports Fanatics 

To join this group simply log on 

to the Zoom meeting at 6:30 pm 

on Sundays.  

For Zoom information, contact 

Kaiti Bryant. 

——- 

Say Anything 

To join this group reach out to 

Charley, lcf120@comporium.net 

or Suzanne 

skuebler@comporium.net. 

This group meets in-person at the 

church on Sundays.  

——- 

Prayer Breakfast  

Join us on the second and fourth 

Wednesday of each month for our 

Youth Prayer Breakfast.  

Mark your calendar for the next 

one, it will be on Wednesday,   

February 10 at 7:30 am in the      

Fellowship Hall.  

 

Questions? Need more information or registration links?  

Contact Youth Director, Kaiti Bryant at kbryant@unityfortmill.org.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d49aead28abfd0-super
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Below is a list of Small Groups that will meet for 6 weeks beginning the week of Feb 15 to discuss the book, A Week from 

Next Tuesday: Joy Keeps Showing Up Because Christ Keeps Showing Up, by Dr. Matt Rich. Please note that a couple of groups are 

already filled, as these are ongoing small groups that have chosen to participate in the All-Church Read. If you are a part of 

one of these groups, you do not need to register to participate in that small group. Additionally, Lynn Ringley is offering a 

small group as a continuing education opportunity for Stephen Ministers. Please register for that group by emailing 

StephenMinistryUPC@gmail.com.  

How to Register: All others, please find the day, time, and meeting format that best suits you and note if the group is 

limited to a particular age and/or gender of participants. Register to participate in the group by going to the church website, 

clicking on the LOGIN button at the top of your screen and logging in using your email address and church password. After 

logging in, go to "I Want To..." in the top left corner and choose "Available Small Groups.” Choose the small group you 

want to join and click "Join Group."  

Questions? Contact Kathryn McGregor at KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org. For assistance with getting your login 

credentials for the church website, please contact Anissa Lee at ALee@UnityFortMill.org. Registration Deadline is Feb 7. 

ALL CHURCH READ SMALL GROUPS, REGISTRATION ENDS FEB 7 

CHILI FOR CHILDREN PRESCHOOL FUNDRAISER ENDS FEB 7 

Traditionally, on Super Bowl Sunday, Unity Preschool has hosted a Chili for Chil-

dren Fundraiser to raise money for our Preschool. This year, we will be doing an on-

line fundraiser.  

We humbly ask that you donate what you would have for the delicious Chili or Chick-

en Soup that we have sold during past years.  Your donations will be used for our 

Unity Preschool Scholarship Fund. This Fund was established for current students 

and families to use for tuition when they face unexpected financial hardships such as a 

job loss during a school year. 

Click here (or visit https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/) for full information 

and/or to give. 

https://unityfortmill.org/give/special-offering/
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JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m. Live on the Lawn 

11:00 a.m. Livestream Worship 

Dear friends,  

As I have sought to describe this moment in our church and community life and culture, I’ve been drawn to the section of 

Isaiah known as 2nd Isaiah. Beginning with chapter 40, the prophet speaks a new word of comfort, hope, light, and return 

to the people of Israel after several generations of exile in Babylon. Just like in that moment, here at Unity Presbyterian 

Church, the Word of the Lord is speaking again and the Word promises a future. But the day of return is not here yet. As 

someone told me, Unity’s time of exile and wilderness began several years before the pandemic. There is still work to do 

and sacrifices to be made before the vision and the future can become a reality. The future that God is preparing will be 

similar to, but certainly different from the “way things have always been.” It is a time to ask questions and dream new 

dreams. Yes in this moment, we know that God is at work and there is a promise for a 

future, so we wait and we work in faith. 

It is an amazing gift to walk with and serve with each of you here at Unity Presbyteri-

an Church. I look forward with joy, hope, and expectation to what is ahead this year 

and in the many years which will follow.  

See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare;    

before they spring forth, I tell you of them. - Isaiah 42:9 

God bless, Matt 

A MESSAGE FROM SENIOR PASTOR, DR. MATT RICH 


