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For the last several years I have turned to and shared the following tweet from Rev. 

Eugene Cho on New Year’s Day. 

“Let’s be honest. The new year will be like the other years - mixed with joy and 

hardship. Be humble in the triumphs and steadfast in the trials. Be faithful. Have 

integrity. Have fun. Be consistent. Trust God.” - Rev. Eugene Cho 

Each year that tweet has been a good reminder to me that despite my hopes and 

expectations for a new year, in a larger sense each year is like the other years. Even as 

we emerge from unique difficulties of the year 2020, looking back there have been 

moments of joy in addition to hardship. There have been triumphs alongside the trials. 

The call to be faithful, to have integrity, have fun, and be consistent remains as it 

always has. And we can trust that God has been present through it all. 

So instead of rushing to put away the year 2020, let’s pause to reflect this first week of 

a new year. Instead of making new resolutions, I encourage you to consider what do 

you want to carry with you from 2020 into 2021? What have you learned, discovered, 

or treasured that you don’t want to let go? 

As we have been largely absent from our building, have we discovered a new 

appreciation for it? When we can safely return, how can we share the place God has 

given us with our community in new and deeper ways? 

As we meet on the lawn for worship, with planes flying overhead, dogs barking, sirens 

blaring, how many people have driven by to see us worshiping God together? In what 

ways will we continue to let our community know that we worship the Lord? 

As we have celebrated drive-by birthdays and baby showers, Zoom holidays and 

Congregational Meetings, graveside funerals and outdoor baptisms, you have shown 

remarkable adaptability, creativity, commitment, resilience, and grit. Your faithful 

giving of time, talents, and money has continued. This experience has introduced new 

ways of being the church we have always been. How will we continue the things that 

have brought us life in this new year? 

Don’t forget that we have made it. New opportunities and challenges await. Be 

humble in the triumphs and steadfast in the trials. Be faithful. Have integrity. Have 

fun. Be consistent. Trust God. 

God bless, Matt 

A NEW YEAR MESSAGE FROM DR. MATT 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is 

extended to Wayne Meyer and 

family in the death of his father, 

Robert Meyer, on December 14, 

2020. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is 

extended to the family of Charles 

Konkus, who passed away on 

December 16, 2020. 

CONGRATULATIONS to 

Vicki Hawkins in the birth of her 

granddaughter, “Katherine 

Sloane Robinson,” on December 

19, 2020, in Memphis, TN. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is 

extended to Ed Fritz and family 

in the death of his mother, 

Marilyn Fritz, on December 30, 

2020. 
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LATE JANUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

16 -- John Baumann; Olivia 
Hahn; Anne Hamilton; Mary 
Anne Long; Bristol Miller  
 
17 -- Ed Dickson; Olivia Pascal; 
Caroline Reams  
 
18 -- Mike Brown; Avery 
Cameron; Dickie Havnaer; Amy 
Poore; Chris Routh; Emily 
Weeks  
 
19 -- Anna Prange 
 
20 --  Marty O'Shea; Chris 
Padgett; David Wascher  
 
21 -- Jeff Burrell; Lukas 
Raischel; HK Sharpless; Gus 
Sharpless; Judy Terrell  
 
22 -- Jake Godfrey; Terry 
Graham; Kim Kilbarger; Kelly 
Morse; Kym Schneider  
 
23 -- Christian Fulton; Max 
Rolison; Ella Sullivan  
 
24 -- Vereen Brown; Mike 
Hopkins  
 
25 -- Joel Key; Bristol Pascal; 
Jeff Spitzer  
 
26 -- Danny Ryan; Marvin 
Smith; Laura Thomas  
 
27 -- Jane Boyd; Jean Holler; 
Grayson Jennings; Tim Weeks  
 
28 -- Sophia Cosner; Jimmy Rea  
 
29 -- John Tyler Cordell; Gracie 
Cordell; Scott Couchenour; 
Grace Walker  
 
30 -- Morrison Creech; Luca 
Leventis; Marian Strosaker  
 
31 -- David Bowman; Rebecca 
Bradner; Kelly Spinner  

ALL CHURCH READ BOOK PICK UP 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE FEBRUARY 2 

The Adult Discipleship Ministry Team is sponsoring our second All-Church Read 

during Lent. We will read Dr. Matt’s book, A Week from Next Tuesday: Joy Keeps 

Showing Up Because Christ Keeps Showing Up. We think we all could benefit from 

focusing on joy this year! Small groups will begin the week of Feb 15, and will meet 

either virtually or in person once a week for 6 weeks to discuss the book. Sign-ups for 

small groups will be available soon.  

Whether you plan to participate in a small group or not, plan to pick up a copy of the 

book to read next week. Books cost $10.00. After we pay for the cost of the books, any 

profit will go towards the Unity Emergency Need Fund, which helps Fort Mill residents 

who need assistance with rent or utilities payments.  

Book pick-up times are as follows: Sunday, Jan 10: 3:00-5:00 pm; Tuesday, Jan 12: 5:00-

6:30 pm; Wednesday, Jan 13: 10:30 am-12:30 pm and 2:00-4:00 pm. 

Cash or check will be accepted when you pick up your book. For more information, 

please contact Kathryn McGregor at KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org. 

The American Red Cross will hold a blood drive on February 2, 2021 in Unity’s 

Fellowship Hall from 2:30 pm—7:00 pm. To reserve your appointment time, visit 

www.redcrossblood.org/unity. COVID precautions will be in place and face coverings 

are required. For more information, email Joyce Sullivan at jsullivan@comporium.net.  
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RE-GATHERING TEAM UPDATE 

Ordination & Installation of Officers: January 10 and 17 

The ordination and installation of elders and deacons is a treasured Sunday in the life 

of any congregation, and not just by the class of officers who are completing their 

term of active service as soon as the laying on of hands is complete! In many 

congregations all those who have been previously ordained as officers stream from 

the pews and gather close with hands on the head and shoulders of those kneeling to 

be ordained. Others gather around them with additional hands on shoulders as 

together eyes are closed and prayers for the Holy Spirit’s guidance and wisdom are 

offered. It is truly a wonderful moment. 

As with many things in the midst of pandemic, the ordination and installation of 

elders and deacons will look a little different this year. Recognizing that it is safe for 

only a small group of worship leaders to be present together in the sanctuary and 

that a large close gathering for the laying on of hands violates every protocol, we will 

be faithfully and creatively ordaining and installing our new officers. 

To remain within our safety protocols, we will be ordaining and installing the six 

elders in the class of 2023 on Sunday, January 10th and the 9 deacons in the class of 

2023 on Sunday, January 17th. With their masks on, the elders and deacons will be 

asked and respond to the constitutional questions from the Book of Order. But the 

special part will be the prayer. 

I want to ask you to begin praying today for our new class of church officers. You 

do not have to pray just during the few moments typically reserved for the laying on 

of hands. Start praying now. Your prayers will be symbolized as each new officer will 

receive a prayer shawl, knitted and prayed over by a member of Unity’s Prayer Shawl 

ministry. Even now your prayers are being incorporated by the Holy Spirit into the 

shawl which will drape the shoulders of each new officer.   

In the future, we anticipate returning to a traditional laying on of hands, but this year 

we offer a special thank you to the Prayer Shawl Ministry for this gift of prayer for 

our new officers.  

Ruling Elders – Class of 2023 

Elizabeth Bennett, Ruth Boetsch, Charley Faulkenberry, Dave Johnson, Scott 

Watson, Tim Whitesell  

Deacons – Class of 2023 

Joan Boardman, Jason Honeycutt, Michelle Meyer, Dave Reimer, Melanie Sharpless, 

Chris Spinner, Jean Thies, Ken Tysinger, Jim Weller  

A SNEAK PEEK INTO 
OFFICER TRAINING 

PART 1 

After completing new officer 

training this year, several elders 

and deacons suggested that we 

share a bit of the experience 

with the congregation. So, for 

the next several newsletters we 

will provide a sneak peek into 

officer training. 

The first area we covered was 

personal faith. If you ask 

someone to share their faith 

story you might get a two hour 

monologue or you might get a 

few minutes. To provide some 

structure for this experience, we 

asked the new officers to focus 

on three areas: 

When was it that you made a 

public profession of faith in 

Jesus Christ? 

Where do you see God at work 

in your life today? 

What is your sense of call to be 

an elder or a deacon – i.e. why 

did you say yes when the 

nominating committee called? 

How would you answer each of 

those questions? If you’re not 

serving as an elder, think about 

your sense of call to serve in 

another way. Share your 

answers with your family, a 

friend, a church member, or 

someone else that you trust. 

Let’s tell the story of how God 

is at work in our life together.  

OFFICER UPDATES 
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 THANK YOU                                   
to the Elders & Deacons 

in the Class of 2020 

There are not words to express 

the thanks from the congrega-

tion and staff of Unity Presby-

terian Church for the three 

years of service offered to God 

and our church by the elders 

and deacons in the class of 

2020. We doubt there have 

been three years with more 

transition, a fire, and a pan-

demic in the history of our 

church. Through it all you 

have provided care, faith, wis-

dom, and love in the way of 

Jesus Christ. Thank you and 

we pray you will know the 

blessings of a sabbath rest (at 

least for a little while). 

THANK YOU to the chil-

dren, youth, adults, choir, 

Worship and Music team, 

Kathryn McGregor, Margaret 

Monroe, Matt Rich, and all the 

members of our church staff 

for their innovative and crea-

tive work to make our Advent 

and Christmas worship ser-

vices a true time of celebration 

of Christ's birth.  

WELCOME TO OUR 
NEWEST MEMBERS 

At the December Session 

meeting, we had a new family 

join Unity. Please join us in 

welcoming                                          

Jim & Cheryl Fatzinger. 

REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR PASSPORTkids! Camp for summer 2021. 

Unity will take a group to PASSPORTkids! Camp at Montreat Conference Center July 

6-9, 2021. This fun-filled 4-day, 3-night camp is for children and youth who are 

currently in 3rd -6 th grade. Adult chaperones from Unity will travel with the group to 

Montreat for camp. Cost is $355. A non-refundable registration deposit of $100 is due 

no later than March 1st .  

Register on the church website at: https://unityfortmill.org/ministries/children/camps-

specialevents/passportkids-camp/  

Seeking Volunteers for 2021 – If you would be willing to help out the rest of the 

members of the Columbarium Watering Team in 2021, please contact Dan Rogers at 

864.245.3122. This would involve watering the pots at the church a few times a week 

for 1 or 2 or more weeks -- based  on how much you are willing to help. 

PASSPORTKIDS! CAMP DEADLINE EXTENDED TO 3/1 

COLUMBARIUM WATERING TEAM 

WELCOMING OUR NEW STAFF! 

This month, we are very excited to welcome two new staff members to the Unity family. 

Join  us in welcoming Kaiti Bryant, Director of Youth Ministry (starting on January 11) 

and Dr. Mark Verdery, Temporary Parish Associate (started on January 4).  

Kaiti Bryant Dr. Mark Verdery 
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PEANUT BUTTER JELLY UPDATE 

 

ANGEL TREE             
THANK YOU 

2020 was an unprecedented 

year for our Angel Tree 

Ministry in the most beautiful 

way. This year we were unable 

to do our traditional gifts so we 

asked for gift cards and cash 

donations for our Rain Team 

and Family Promise families.  

Your response was quite simply 

amazing. We received over $900 

in gift cards and over $2,000 in 

cash donations. This is 7 times 

the amount we usually gift these 

two organizations at Christmas! 

Thus, our Rain Team families 

received twice the usual gift 

card amount.   

Family Promise was very 

appreciative because they 

committed to help several 

former families who needed 

assistance during this difficult 

year.  

Thank you for humbly serving 

in love and blessing our Family 

Promise and RAIN Team 

families this Christmas Season.  

STEPHEN MINISTRY AT UNITY 

Unity did a wonderful job of supporting our neighbors in need in 2020 by donating 

8,544 pounds of food, toiletries, and other supplies to the Fort Mill Care Center.  Men's 

Ministry sincerely thanks you for your generous support of this outreach ministry.  We 

will continue gathering these donations in 2021.   

You can contribute in the following ways: 

 Deliver donations directly to the Fort Mill Care 

Center at 2760 Old Nation Road, Fort Mill. 

 Mail items or direct ship from Amazon to PO Box 

1401, Fort Mill SC 29716-1401. 

 Collect items in your neighborhood and deliver them to the Fort Mill Care Center. 

The Care Center is open MWF 9:00 AM to noon. They are receiving donated items 

during their regular hours. Please use the gravel drive in front of the building.  Current 

needs, in addition to PB&J, are canned pasta, pancake mix, syrup, and 

grits.  Please have the Care Center weigh your total donation and please send the 

weight to Larry Terrell at larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net. 

Do you have pandemic fatigue? Pandemic fatigue is the 

mental and emotional exhaustion stemming from the 

stress and challenges of COVID-19. As time goes on, 

more and more people are feeling worn down by the crisis 

and need care. The same needs for a Stephen Minister still 

exist. However, the pandemic has caused another layer of 

emotional stress like stress caused by working from home, 

balancing work life with children at home learning 

virtually, worrying about aging parents, stressed finances 

and living alone without the usual people contacts. We are 

meant to live in a community, but the pandemic has made 

this impossible on many levels.   

If you need to talk to someone, Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care, encourage 

and provide emotional and spiritual support. A Stephen Minister will meet with you 

privately – by phone, by video chat, or, if safely possible, in person – to offer care and 

support. Please do not hesitate to call Dr Matt Rich at 803-547-5543, or Susan Mobley 

at swmnurse@gmail.com or cell 704-575-7344 to learn more about Stephen Ministry.  
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It has been a joyful and exciting year at Unity Preschool.  We began our school year in October with 36 children in four 

classes.  This is a reduced number of students from prior years because we paused our Two’s program and reduced our class 

sizes due to COVID concerns.  We spent September drafting COVID safety protocols (approved by the Re-Gathering 

Team) and arranging our space to maintain separation between our classes. We are thrilled that we have had only one staff 

member and two students quarantined and no positive test results.    

The pandemic has forced us to be creative with both our indoor and outdoor space.  As these pictures illustrate, we have had 

fun exploring our outdoor campus and using some new spaces inside our Preschool.  We were also the recipients of an 

endowment grant that we used for PPE, a sensory path in the Preschool/Music lobby, and outdoor equipment to enhance 

our new play spaces.  We are grateful that we have been able to gather to teach our children that God’s love is always with us 

even during challenging times.    

UNITY PRESCHOOL UPDATE 

 

2021—2022                     
REGISTRATION 

Registration for the 2021-22 

school year will take place during 

January. In addition to our 

Three’s and Four’s classes, 

will be opening a Younger 

Three’s/Older Two’s class 

designed for children with 

birthdays between June 1, 2018 

and December 31, 2018.   

Registrations for new families are 

due Monday, January 25. We 

will do a lottery for any available 

spaces. If you are interested or 

would like more information, 

please contact Linda Bunge and/

or visit our website: 

www.PreschoolatUnity.com. 

“Remember when we went to preschool during a pandemic 
and got to bounce on balls in the hallway next to the    
Sanctuary AND play fun games all around the church              

campus? That was so cool! “ 
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HOW CAN I HELP?  

UNITY PRESCHOOL UPDATE 

Prayers: Please continue to keep Unity Preschool, our Staff and our families in your 

thoughts and prayers as we continue to adapt to COVID-19 protocols and try to 

keep everyone safe and healthy.  

Chili for Children Fundraiser: Traditionally, on Super Bowl Sunday, Unity Pre-

school has hosted a Chili for Children Fundraiser to raise money for our Pre-

school. This year, we will be doing an online fundraiser. We humbly ask that you 

donate what you would have for the delicious Chili or Chicken Soup that we have 

sold during past years.  Your donations will be used for our Unity Preschool Scholar-

ship Fund.  This Fund was established for current students and families to use for 

tuition when they face unexpected financial hardships such as a job loss during a 

school year.  Beginning now through Sunday, February 7, you may donate online to 

the “Preschool” fund (note “Chili” in the optional memo) or make checks payable to 

“Preschool Scholarship Fund” with “Chili” on the memo line.  Thank you in ad-

vance for your support.  

VIPs (Volunteers Impacting Preschool): Sign up on Time and Talent to serve as 

a VIP.  We can use both in-class helpers who will oversee an Academic Center in our 

Four’s classes during Center Time or helping hands who prefer a flexible schedule to 

help copy, laminate, collate, small projects, etc.  Of course, this is all subject to 

COVID protocols, but we are hopeful that we can resume our VIP program during 

the 2021-22 school year.  



 

Emergency Pastoral Line 
803.280.1075 

 
 
 

Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

 
 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m. Live on the Lawn 
11:00 a.m. Livestream Worship 

Thank you to all who have tuned in to watch the live broadcast of worship from the 

sanctuary at 11 AM each Sunday on the church website, Facebook, and YouTube. As 

the livestream has become essential instead of a nice extra, we have discovered some 

glitches related to when the broadcast begins and ends, the quality of the cameras, etc. 

We continue to fine tune the broadcast each week and are exploring ways to enhance 

the quality of the online experience.  

At Unity, it has been the responsibility of the deacons to run the livestream broadcast 

each Sunday. With the pandemic and other growing ministry areas for the deacons, we 

are looking for additional people who would be interested in serving in this way. 

Maybe you have run the livestream before and would be willing to do so again? Maybe 

you have an interest in technology and how the church can use it to spread the gospel? 

Training will be provided and a schedule will be established. If you are interested in 

helping with the livestream broadcast, please contact Dr. Rich. 

SUNDAY MORNING 11AM WORSHIP—LIVESTREAM   
AND VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

DID YOU MISS SUNDAY’S SERVICE? 

To view, visit http://yourstreamlive.com/events/1409723.  


