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Dear Friends, 

In the first newsletter of 2021 I invited us to look back at 2020 to see what we have 

learned and want to carry forward with us into this new year. Part of the reason for 

doing that is that memory is essential for hope. If the only thing we have is “the 

present,” what we see and experience now, then there is no reason to expect that 

tomorrow can or will be any different from today. But with a memory of a time when 

things were different than today, we can hope and expect that tomorrow will be 

different as well. Whether things are better or worse tomorrow is yet to be seen. But 

we hope. 

Memory and hope are also essential to imagination. I shared with our new elders and 

deacons during officer training that we prize the gift of imagination in children. And 

yet, we tend to put away imagination as we mature into adults. No time to have our 

heads in the clouds or to sit down and play. Too many things to do and realities to 

confront. Our plans and goals tend to be incremental changes that we can achieve 

with enough dedication and hard work. 

But imagination is a gift to see things as they could be instead of just being satisfied 

with the way things are. It is to see the world the way God sees it. CS Lewis has a 

wonderful example:  

Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first, 

perhaps, you can understand what He is doing. He is getting the drains right and 

stopping the leaks in the roof and so on; you knew that those jobs needed doing and 

so you are not surprised. But presently He starts knocking the house about in a way 

that hurts abominably and does not seem to make any sense. What on earth is He up 

to? The explanation is that He is building quite a different house from the one you 

thought of - throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra floor there, running up 

towers, making courtyards. You thought you were being made into a decent little 

cottage: but He is building a palace. He intends to come and live in it Himself. 

Can you imagine what God is trying to build in your life in this new year? Imagine 

what God is doing and plans to do in our church this year? Can you imagine the 

palace that God is building because God intends to come and live with us? Let’s make 

2021 a year where we imagine together. 

God bless, Matt  

A MESSAGE FROM DR. MATT 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is 

extended to Vaughan Batchelor 

and family in the death of his 

sister, Ann Oxford, on January 4, 

2021.  

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is 

extended to the family of Lad 

Barnes, Jr., who passed away on 

January 7, 2021; and also to 

Jamie White and family in the 

death of her grandmother, 

Clarissa Felder, on January 13, 

2021. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is 

extended to Joe Bonds and 

family in the death of Sandra 

Bonds on January 15, 2021; and 

also to Jim Camann and family in 

the death of Janet Walsh on 

January 16, 2021. 
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EARLY FEBRUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 
 
1 -- Jon Hattaway; Pat Proctor  
 
2 -- Bob Edwards; Libby Kern; 
Terra Patterson; Adam G. 
Smith  
 
3 -- Lucho Chinchilla; Karen 
Drakeford; Sue Roberts; Carol 
Wilson  
 
4 -- Maren Brindisi; Sarah 
Catherine Swinford  
 
6 -- Rodman Mowen; Jake 
Windham  
 
7 -- Blake Burrell; Will Rich  
 
8 -- Jim Lester; Bob Mobley; 
Wes Stokes  
 
9 -- Reid Bennett; Emma 
Campbell; Terri Turner; Anne 
Weeks  
 
10 -- Margaret Cameron; Karen 
Chase  
 
11 -- Marion Bradner; Keith 
Griffin  
 
12 -- Peter Bright; Dirk Masters  
 
13 -- Judy Long; Lynne Rayl  
 
14 -- Melody Astler; Hardwick 
Brooks; Jim Johnstone; Ann 
Windell; Jackson Windell; John 
Windell  
 
15 -- Brant Poore; Alex 
Windham  

IMAGINE THE POSSIBILITIES 

Over the last decade much has changed at Unity Presbyterian and we are now 

“Imagining the Possibilities” of the new decade.  As you probably know, the church has 

kicked off a campaign to accelerate the reduction in our debt.  Our congregation is 

responsible for the sanctuary debt, and has a balloon payment due in the spring of 2022.   

With the low interest rates available 

today, the opportunity to apply 

some of the insurance funds from 

the historic sanctuary settlement, 

and a capital campaign, we hope 

that we can finalize this refinancing 

in advance of that date and 

refinance a much smaller amount.   

This reduction in debt will provide 

an opportunity to provide greater 

funding to ministries across the 

church.  Our goal will reduce our 

debt service by $85,000 per year, which in turn would allow the church to increase 

funding to ministries by approximately 8% or more.   

Your support can help us all to Imagine the Possibilities for Unity in the next decade. 

CHAIR YOGA FOR PARKINSON’S 

Chair Yoga for Parkinson’s began January 4th in the Fellowship Hall at Unity Pres-

byterian Church! Classes will be every Monday at 2:30 pm. This is a great class that 

can really make a difference in the lives of those with Parkinson’s and other Move-

ment Disorders. It is for these other Movement Disorders including the follow-

ing:  Wilson's Disease, Multiple Sclerosis, Huntington's Disease, Ataxia, Multiple Sys-

tem Atrophy, Restless leg syndrome, Tourette Syndrome, Essential Tremor and Lewy 

Body Dementia. Most frequently they have had folks with Parkinson’s, Multiple Scle-

rosis, and Tremor. 

They are being very careful about COVID and are taking the following 

measures. They will be practicing social distancing, taking temperatures and masks 

will be required in order to participate in class. 

Please think of those that might benefit from this class and let them know about 

it. The class will fill up given the limited numbers allowed due to COVID, so please 

act quickly. If you have any questions contact the instructor, Aminta 

at amintasto@carolina.rr.com or Don Rice at wdonrice@gmail.com 



 

HISTORIC SANCTUARY 
PEW AUCTION 

If Unity’s historic sanctuary 

pews could talk – oh the stories 

they could tell. Stories of 

generations of families, of 

weddings, baptisms, and 

celebrations of the lives of 

Unity’s Saints.  They could tell 

of a century of hymns sung, of 

amens, scriptures read, and 

prayers said.  Through joys and 

sorrows, through wartime and 

peacetime, these pews hold the 

stories of Unity. 

Now through February 7th 

you can bid on one of the solid 

oak, 100+ year-old pews and 

bring a piece of Unity’s history 

home!  Click here (or visit 

https://unityfortmill.org/whats

-happening/) to review the 

auction guidelines and submit 

your bid. 

Questions? 

TammieWelch@Comporium.net   
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RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE FEBRUARY 2 

RE-GATHERING TEAM UPDATE 

After completing new officer training this year, several elders and deacons suggested 

that we share a bit of the experience with the congregation. So, for the next several 

newsletters we will provide a sneak peek into officer training.  

Why do we have officers in the Presbyterian Church? I think God looked at the 

followers of Jesus who had been called together as the church and said something 

like:  

These Christians are going to need someone to interpret scripture, help them preach 

the gospel, ensure the sacraments are administered, and provide spiritual leadership, 

so we are going to call a few of them to be Ministers of Word and Sacrament.  

These Christians are going to need some folks who can make decisions for the 

church, who can measure the church’s life against the scriptures and what the Holy 

Spirit leads them to do, so we are going to call a few of them to be Ruling Elders.  

And these Christians are going to need some folks to help organize their ministries 

of caring and love, to share their resources with others, and aid those who are in 

need, so we are going to call a few of them to be Deacons.  

So, ordination is to a particular function in the life of the church. There is no 

hierarchy to ordination. One does not have to serve in one office before being called 

to another. All of the officers serve together in different roles which are all essential 

for the life of the church.  

Which of these offices do you think best fits your gifts? Begin thinking and praying 

now because the officer nominating committee just might call you to serve next year!  

A SNEAK PEEK INTO OFFICER TRAINING PART 2 

The American Red Cross will hold a 

blood drive on February 2, 2021 in 

Unity’s Fellowship Hall from 2:30 

pm—7:00 pm. To reserve your 

appointment time, visit 

www.redcrossblood.org/unity. 

COVID precautions will be in place 

and face coverings are required.  

For more information, email Joyce 

Sullivan at jsullivan@comporium.net.  
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Below is a list of Small Groups that will meet for 6 weeks beginning the week of Feb 15 to discuss the book, A Week from 

Next Tuesday: Joy Keeps Showing Up Because Christ Keeps Showing Up, by Dr. Matt Rich. Please note that a couple of groups are 

already filled, as these are ongoing small groups that have chosen to participate in the All-Church Read. If you are a part of 

one of these groups, you do not need to register to participate in that small group. Additionally, Lynn Ringley is offering a 

small group as a continuing education opportunity for Stephen Ministers. Please register for that group by emailing 

StephenMinistryUPC@gmail.com.  

How to Register: All others, please find the day, time, and meeting format that best suits you and note if the group is 

limited to a particular age and/or gender of participants. Register to participate in the group by going to the church website, 

clicking on the LOGIN button at the top of your screen and logging in using your email address and church password. After 

logging in, go to "I Want To..." in the top left corner and choose "Available Small Groups.” Choose the small group you 

want to join and click "Join Group."  

Questions? Contact Kathryn McGregor at KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org. For assistance with getting your login 

credentials for the church website, please contact Anissa Lee at ALee@UnityFortMill.org. Registration Deadline is Feb 7. 

ALL CHURCH READ SMALL GROUPS FEBRUARY 15—MARCH 28 

CHILI FOR CHILDREN PRESCHOOL FUNDRAISER 

Traditionally, on Super Bowl Sunday, Unity Preschool has hosted a Chili for Chil-

dren Fundraiser to raise money for our Preschool. This year, we will be doing an on-

line fundraiser. We humbly ask that you donate what you would have for the delicious 

Chili or Chicken Soup that we have sold during past years.  Your donations will be 

used for our Unity Preschool Scholarship Fund. This Fund was established for cur-

rent students and families to use for tuition when they face unexpected financial hard-

ships such as a job loss during a school year. 

Click here (or visit https://unityfortmill.org/whats-happening/) for full information 

and to give. 
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COVID TESTING  & VACCINE INFORMATION 

The following are upcoming free COVID testing opportunities hosted by DHEC.                                                

For more information, visit scdhec.gov/COVID19.  

 January 19 at Rock Hill Health Department, January 21 at Rock Hill Health Department, January 22 at York Recreation 

Complex, January 23 at Catawba Indian Nation Longhouse,  

As South Carolina continues to battle COVID-19, please use the following links to stay up to date on COVID-19 and 

Vaccination information:  

 Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)  https://scdhec.gov/covid19    

 Educational & Outreach Materials (COVID-19) – free material from DHEC  https://scdhec.gov/covid19/educational-

outreach-materials-2019-ncov  

 Vaccine & Vaccination Information  COVID-19 Vaccine - for the most up-to-date vaccine information  scdhec.gov/

vaxlocator   https://scdhec.gov/covid19/covid-19-vaccine  COVID-19 Vaccine & Vaccination FAQ –   https://

scdhec.gov/covid19/covid-19-vaccination/covid-19-vaccine-faqs  Vaccine Allocations in South Carolina –   https://

scdhec.gov/covid19/covid-19-vaccine-allocation    

 DHEC’s Care Line: Call the Care Line at 1-855-472-3432 for general questions about COVID-19 and for assistance in 

locating contact information for making an appointment.   

STEPHEN MINISTRY AT UNITY 

Are you experiencing pandemic fatigue –that feeling of being mentally and emotionally 

exhausted by everything that’s going on right now? We’re all facing different kinds of 

life challenges during this time – 

Isolation and loneliness; Anxiety over health; Grief; Juggling work, childcare, and 

schooling responsibilities; Financial strain or job loss; Uncertainty about the future… 

The list goes on. It’s no wonder we might be hit by pandemic fatigue. 

But you don’t have to go through it alone. If you or someone you care about is 

experiencing difficulties like these, our Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care, 

encourage, and be there to offer support. 

A Stephen Minister will meet with you privately – by phone, by video chat, or possibily 

in person when it’s safe to do so – to focus on you and your needs. It is free and 

completely confidential, and it offers real care, comfort, and hope. 

You can find out more by calling Dr. Matt Rich at 803-547-5543, or Susan Mobley at swmnurse@gmail.com or cell at 704-

575-7344 to learn more about Stephen Ministry. 



 

Emergency Pastoral Line 
803.280.1075 

 
 
 

Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

 
 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 a.m. Live on the Lawn 
11:00 a.m. Livestream Worship 

DID YOU MISS SUNDAY’S SERVICE? 

To view, visit http://yourstreamlive.com/events/1409725  

Due to the possibility of cold weather and the uptick in COVID cases, the Children’s 

Ministry has changed our January 31 and February 28 Super Sundays to Take Home 

Kits rather than in-person events. We LOVE being in-person with the children and 

know they do, too. Our plan is to be back in person for our March 28 Super Sunday.  

Whether your child has participated in Super Sundays in the fall or not, you are invited 

to sign up for a Super Sunday Take Home Kit for January with games and activities 

around stories of People Jesus Met by Wednesday, January 27 at noon. Pick up for Take 

Home Kits will be Sunday, January 31 between 9:45-10:45 am.  Sign up here:  Children's 

Ministry Team: Super Sunday - January 31st (signupgenius.com)   

Questions?  Feel free to email KMcGregor@UnitiyFortMill.org.  

CHANGES TO CHILDREN’S SUPER SUNDAY 


