
 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  
we glorify God through 
worship, nurture, and    
service to all people. 

Life at Unity 
December 15, 2020 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 
is extended to Vaughan 
Batchelor and family in the 
death of his stepfather, Alfred 
Tingley, on December 4, 2020, 
in Blacksburg, South Carolina. 

 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 
is extended to the family of 
Helen Hefner, who passed 
away on December 6, 2020, in 
Raleigh, North Carolina. 

 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY 
is extended to Judy Cowell 
and family in the death of her 
sister, Sue Ann Walke, on 
December 8, 2020, in Aiken, 
South Carolina; and also to 
Bobby Rogers and family in 
the death of his mother, 
Marcelle Rogers, on 
December 12, 2020. 

Dear Friends, 

Perhaps more so than in any Advent season of my ministry, I have sensed a general 
anxiety or “dis-ease” this year.  I had wondered if the Advent of 2001, after the Sep-
tember 11th terrorist attacks and the beginning of war in Afghanistan, would be the 
Advent where darkness seemed most pressing. Then Advent of 2008 arrived in the 
midst of a severe economic crisis, a series of significant deaths in the congregation I 
served, and other local concerns severely challenging our collective hope. But this year, 
Advent 2020, has pushed its way to the top of the list. We have all been personally af-
fected by our current climate. Yes, there seems to be a collective anxiety or “dis-ease” 
this Advent Season that threatens to crowd out the good news of Christ’s birth. 

And yet, it seems to me that we might be precisely at a moment when we can best ap-
preciate Christ’s coming into our hearts and lives again. The prophet Isaiah found him-
self and the people at this moment as well. In Isaiah 61 we find that if Isaiah had want-
ed to focus on the problems, he had plenty. A devastated city, a temple in ruins, protec-
tive walls in shambles, fields that had not been cultivated and thus produced nothing to 
eat, and a local population that was not thrilled to have the people of Israel suddenly 
appear and say “Oh, by the way - this is our home.” 

But, that’s not what Isaiah saw. Instead of problems, Isaiah saw God at work all 
around. He saw a wedding feast prepared with garments of salvation and robes of 
righteousness. He saw praise budding in the people of Israel, the earth bringing forth 
shoots, and a garden springing up with new life. 

My friends, Christmas comes not when we get the decorations hung and the presents 
bought. Not when the sanctuary is full and the table is piled high. Those are all bless-
ings for sure, but Christmas comes when as one poet wrote: 

So he, 
the Lord of Light, 
the Prince of Peace, 
the King of Love, 
came down 
and crept in 
beside us. 

As we find our place at the manger this Christmas, 
know that Christ is there. Christ is coming. And he 
is, without a doubt, waiting for you.  

God bless,  

Matt 

MESSAGE FROM SENIOR PASTOR, DR. MATT 
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EARLY JANUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 -- Michelle Batchelor; Jill 
Brooks; Noah Cioni  
 
2 -- Maddy Cost; Paula Jackson; 
Sarah Jane Knight; Ronda 
Watson  
 
3 -- Mark Evans; Mary Sue 
McGrath  
 
4 -- Tamara Cosner; Chris Cost; 
Allie Hart; Todd Scott; Hannah 
Swainey; Carole Tuthill; David 
Walker  
 
5 -- Ned Chamberlain; 
Mackenzie Fish; Christine 
Honeycutt; Scott Woods  
 
6 -- Don Christensen; Teri 
Couchenour; Brady Kuebler; 
Lauren Raischel; Linda Weaver; 
Todd Wright  
 
7 -- Drew Balcerzak; Teresa 
Campbell  
 
8 -- Mark Masters; Elise 
Nordgren; Evelyn Poore  
 
9 -- Anne Cardozo; Carson 
Hall; Valerie Parise; Tommy 
Wilson  
 
10 -- Carol Heim; Sherry 
Mannell; Quinn Monroe  
 
11 -- Rick Baxley; Susan 
Bullard; Terri Reid; Ed Sidwell; 
Cora Standley; Virgil White  
 
12 -- Scott Brooks; Nicholas 
Campo; Tradd Estes; Cindy 
Ware  
 
14 -- Corey Cameron; Mason 
Fox; Scott Griffin; Mills Reigel  
 
15 -- George Bujoreanu; 
Ramsey Key; John Rogers  

We look forward to establishing new Christmas Eve traditions this year with three 

worship services outdoors on the lawn. In order to accommodate more people, it will 

look a little different than our normal Sunday morning Live on the Lawn service: 

 We will not be parking on the lawn as it will be set with luminaries.  

 Please park in the sanctuary or fellowship hall parking lots, in the cemetery or 

nearby lots and plan to walk to the lawn.  

 Dress for the weather and bring your lawn chair.  

 Ushers will help you find a place to sit and items needed for the service.  

 For the 5:30 or 7:00 PM services, a flashlight may be helpful. 

Everyone (especially guests and visitors) is welcome, but please sign up to let us know 

you are coming. Each service will last approximately 30 minutes: https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0544aea82ca7fa7-christmas 

 4:00 PM Children and Family Service with appearances by nativity characters 

 5:30 PM Candlelight and Carol Service with a short homily 

 7:00 PM Candlelight and Carol Service with a short homily 

We hope that these services will not only be wonderful times for our church family, but 

also be opportunities to truly share the light and love of Christ with our community. 

Please contact Dr. Matt Rich if you have any questions. 

 

LIVE ON THE LAWN CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 

 

 

See Page 11 for Online Worship on Christmas Eve 
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PASSPORT KIDS CAMP 2021—REGISTER BY JAN 15 

CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES 

CHRISTMAS STORIES 
FOR LITTLE ONES 

New Advent and Christmas 

stories for our youngest 

children are available now. 

Sweet Ms. Angie, our nursery 

caregiver in our Three’s class, 

has made three very short story 

videos telling the stories of 

Christmas. You can watch her 

read the story and access 

prayers and finger plays to do at 

home with your little ones here: 

https://drive.google.com/

drive/u/0/folders/1nP-

IVmtUsPpaOxmUAO6AfloI8z

3ozvok  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
JESUS: If you reserved a 

Happy Birthday Jesus take 

home kit, please remember to 

pick them up in the front circle 

between 1:30—5:00 pm on 

Sunday, December 20. If your 

children are attending Super 

Sunday, they will receive their 

kit to bring home then.  

REGISTRATION IS OPEN FOR PASSPORTkids! Camp for Summer 

2021.  Unity will take a group to PASSPORTkids! Camp at Montreat Conference Center 

July 6-9, 2021.  This fun-filled 4-day, 3-night camp is for children and youth who are 

currently in 3rd-6th grade.  Adult chaperones from Unity will travel with the group to 

Montreat for camp.  Cost is $355.  A non-refundable registration deposit of $100 is 

due no later than January 15th.  Register on the church website at: https://

unityfortmill.org/ministries/children/camps-special-events/passportkids-camp/. 

Super Sunday will be held on Sunday, December 20, from 1:30-2:30 pm for 3rd—5th 

graders and from 3:00-4:00 pm for 4K—2nd graders. We will learn about the birth of 

Jesus!  Register by noon on December 16 by visiting: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4fa9ad2ea5f58-super2 .  

CHILDREN’S SUPER SUNDAY: DECEMBER 20 

YOUTH SUPER SUNDAY: REINDEER GAMES 

December 20 from 4:00—5:00 PM: Calling all Middle and High School Students - do 

you want to compete in the safe, socially distant, and yet the most fun you’ve had all 

month first ever Unity Youth Reindeer Games? Can you master the Twelve Days Non-

Sing Along? How about the Ornament Knockout or the Snowball Fight? There’s even 

more and everyone is welcome (even Rudolph), so sign up at  https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d49aead28abfd0-youth11.  



 

4 

YEAR END GIVING 
CONSIDERATIONS 

1. Gifts of Appreciated Assets 

such as stocks, bonds, and 

mutual funds  

2. Qualified Charitable 

Distribution (QCD)  

3. Donor Advised Funds 

(DAF’s)  

We advise you seek the 

advice of your tax or financial 

professional for how these 

vehicles best apply to your 

personal situation. 

MATCHING GIFTS 

Please remember Unity during 

your 2020 benefits enrollment 

process. Many employers will 

provide a matching gift through 

your payroll charity giving or 

one-time charitable gift.  

Contact Pam Bright for more 

information about supporting 

Unity’s missions and ministries 

at pbright@UnityFortMill.org 

or 803-547-5543. 

Please remember Unity in 
your estate planning.  

Federal Tax ID #57-0360709 

11:00 AM SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP 

NOW LIVE STREAMING ON 

FACEBOOK AND YOUTUBE: On 

November 29th, the First Sunday of Advent, 

we returned to a live broadcast of worship 

from the sanctuary at 11 AM. In accordance 

with the Phase A Guidelines, the service is led 

by a small group of worship leaders and is 

available on the church webpage: https://

unityfortmill.org/about-us/live/ 

In addition to the church website, on 

December 13th we began also broadcasting live 

to Unity’s Facebook and YouTube pages. On 

these platforms you can use the live chat and 

comment feature to greet friends and visitors, 

share thoughts and prayers, and be the body of Christ in an online virtual way as you 

worship together. A recording of the service is also available almost immediately on 

both Facebook and YouTube for those who were unable to join at 11 AM.   

As we continue through these pandemic times, please continue to join us for worship 

at 8:45 AM Live on the Lawn and the 11 AM Live Broadcast service from the 

sanctuary. It is such a gift to have these opportunities to worship the Lord together. If 

you have any questions, please contact Dr. Rich. 

DID YOU MISS WORSHIP LAST SUNDAY? 

If you were unable to join us via LiveStream for worship this week, don’t worry—we’ve 

got you covered! To view the Sunday, December 13th service, visit                           

http://yourstreamlive.com/events/1409720. 

Unity hosted a blood drive on Nov 17. 

Thanks to all of the donors who came!  

We collected 38 pints of blood with each 

pint able to help 3 people! The process 

ran smoothly and safely. 

BLOOD DRIVE SUCCESS 
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In Memory of: Given By: 

Alex, Marion & Michael Marcoff; James & Seyvilla Hyser; 
Paul Scott 

Jade, Lindsey, Blake & Cooper Briggs 

Frances Baker; Reba Ballard Thomas, Margaret & Quinn Monroe 

My loving parents, Orril & Wanda Compton Karen Fuqua 

Lois Dickinson Edwards; Merv Dickinson Bob Edwards 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Bost Maggie Bost 

Janet Gaither Darlene Williams 

Mom, Dad & Sis; Dick & Scottie Paul; Lois Edwards; 
Dr. Bob Martin 

Sandy Paul 

All Those Lost to the COVID-19 Pandemic Sandy Paul 

Dolly & Bill Templeton Amanda Templeton DiResta 

Melba Kimbrell; Bill Kimbrell; Calvin Kimbrell; Joanne Kimbrell Willann Woodward 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter J. Parrish; Mrs. Sharon M. Wells Barry, Julie & McIntosh Wells 

My mom, Sue Snoddy Karen Chase 

Elaine Gauthier; Our Grandparents Billy & Emelia Howell 

James & Lillian Weller; John Maynard Jim & Katherine Weller 

Anita E. Hall; Frances C. Whitesell Tim & Gretchen Whitesell 

Our Parents:  Mr. & Mrs. W.A. Truell and 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Young, Sr. 

Don & Lynn Young 

Rosa Brady Hydrick; Rosemary Brady Ellis; Paul B. Ellis, Jr. Their Families 

Betty, Dick & Will Miller Cathey Miller 

Our Parents Terry & Sara Durso 

William J. & Thelma E. Reimer, Parents 
Christian L. & Cecilia A. Eriksen, Grandparents 

Dave Reimer 

Emergency Fund Memorials 
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General Fund Memorial 

Sanctuary Debt Memorial 

Music Fund Memorial 

In Memory of: Given By: 

Howard & Christine Carter Brenda Honeycutt 

In Memory of: Given By: 

Rev. Dr. Jeff Bost Maggie Bost 

In Memory of: Given By: 

Lois Dickinson Edwards; Merv Dickinson Bob Edwards 

General Fund Honorarium 

Youth Fund Honorarium 

Honduras Fund Honorarium 

In Honor of: Given By: 

Jason & Heather Honeycutt; Matt & Mary Beth Cline; 
Patty Barron; Lea Shannon; Peggy White 

Brenda Honeycutt 

In Honor of: Given By: 

Past Travelers Bob & Joyce Sullivan 

In Honor of: Given By: 

Rev. Dr. Matt Rich; Rev. Lindsay White;                  
Albert White; Pam Bright; Jacob Saylor; Kathryn 

McGregor; Debbie Butler; Anissa Lee; Sarah Hopfer 
Dannie Vaughn 



 

Emergency Fund Honorariums 

In Honor of: Given By: 

Unity Staff; Lindsay & Alex White Thomas, Margaret & Quinn Monroe 

My dearest sister, Kathleen Deemer Karen Fuqua 

Bebe 
Christine, Anna, Laura, Matthew, 

Carter & Helen 

Amy, Jason, James & John Gamble; 
Kym, Scott & Bailey Schneider 

Ronnie & Doris Dunn 

Our Unity Family Gary & Ruth Boetsch 

Our 4 Grandchildren – Noah, Sawyer, Collins & Evan Laurie & Bruce Pessier 

My Children & Grandchildren Darlene Williams 

Unity Office Staff & Stephen Ministers Beverly & Ken Tysinger 

Clerk of Session, Dannie Vaughn & the many other 
hats she wears 

Pam Bright 

James Paul; Brandon & Brooke Paul; Elijah Scott Paul; 
The Adam Smith Family 

Sandy Paul 

Rev. Dr. Matt Rich; Margaret Monroe; Unity Staff; 
Joan Martin 

Sandy Paul 

Our Unity Presbyterian Church Family The Rich Family 

Amelia Lynne Rayl Brian & Lynne Rayl 

Bill & Gail Howell; Mark Gauthier; Holly Jones & Family Billy & Emelia Howell 

Pastor Matt Rich and all of the Unity Staff Lee & Sharon Cole 

Joe & Sandra Bonds; Travis & Eddie Weldon; 
Christine, Anna & Laura Honeycutt; 

Danny & Dorothy Gambrell 

The Rich Family Bob & Joyce Sullivan 
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The Adult Discipleship Ministry Team is sponsoring our second All-Church 

Read during Lent this coming spring. We have chosen to read Dr. Matt’s book, 

“A Week from Next Tuesday: Joy Keeps Showing Up Because Christ Keeps 

Showing Up.”  We think we all could benefit from focusing on joy in 2021!  

Currently, we are looking for some leaders for small groups that will meet 

either virtually or in person (Leader’s choice) 

during Lent to discuss the book. Small group 

leaders get to choose the day and time for their 

groups to meet as well as choose to place a limit on 

the size and/or make-up of the group (ie: parents 

of teens, retired adults, etc).  A small group manual 

will be provided with a suggested structure for 

meeting times and questions for reflection.  

If you are interested in leading a small group or 

want more information about what it entails, please 

contact Kathryn McGregor at 

KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org. 

ALL CHURCH READ COMING IN 2021 

ENDOWMENT CORNER: 
WHY DO YOU GIVE TO 

THE ENDOWMENT?  

We are so pleased to be able to 

support the legacy of service through 

Christ by donating to the Unity 

Presbyterian Church Endowment 

Program.  

Over the years Unity has become 

our Church home and family, and 

we hope to share just a fraction of all 

of the blessings Unity has provided 

to our family.  

We know the Endowment fund will 

continue to support Unity for future 

generations to come.  

-Dan Raischel  

SO YOU WANT TO TALK ABOUT RACE 

In this time of racial reckoning, have you thought “I’d really like to understand 

race better.” Or perhaps “How can we talk about race more effectively and with 

more kindness?”   

The “Say Anything” High School Youth Small Group is currently studying the 

book So You Want to Talk About Race by Ijeoma Oluo. We would love for any 

Unity adults to read along with us. Then, join us in February as the Anti-Racism 

subcommittee of the Providence Presbystery will be offering a Presbytery-wide 

Zoom workshop on this book. More details to come on this event.  

We are currently offering the book for 

sale through a local black-owned 

bookstore. To order your $11 copy now, 

please text or  email Charley Faulkenberry 

@ 803-493-2821 

or  LCF120@comporium.net. Orders will 

be taken until Dec 27. Our youth will 

deliver them to your door over the 

Christmas holidays. 



 

NEW DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY 

NEW TEMPORARY PARISH ASSOCIATE 

At its December 14th meeting, with great joy and excitement, the Session called  

Kaiti Bryant to join our church staff as Director of Youth Ministry. Kaiti comes to 

Unity Presbyterian Church from Camp Pee Dee in Bennettsville, SC where she 

served as Year Round Program and Administration Manager, so she brings not only 

experience and gifts in Christian Education programming, but also administrative 

and communications skills. Kaiti is a graduate of Coker College, loves to read, listen 

to music, and hang out with friends. Her greatest love in life is Jesus Christ and her 

greatest passion is working with youth.   

“Kaiti Bryant will serve the congregation of Unity Presbyterian Church well 
with her gifts in Christ centered youth ministry. Her warmth and enthusiasm 
will make her a welcomed addition  to our talented staff.” - Karen Fuqua 

Kaiti’s first day will be January 14th and she looks forward to connecting with not 

only the youth and their families, but our entire congregation. 

At its December 14th meeting, the Session created a Temporary Parish Associate 

position at Unity Presbyterian Church and called the Rev. Dr. Mark Verdery to join 

our church staff for 2021. Senior Pastor Matt Rich suggested a Temporary Parish 

Associate with particular focus on ministries of Pastoral and Congregational Care 

and assistance in worship would be a wonderful addition to our church’s staff and 

ministry until a new permanent Associate Pastor is called. 

We are grateful and excited to have Mark filling this part-time pastoral position 

with us. In December 2018, Mark retired after 14 years of service as General Pres-

byter and Stated Clerk of Providence Presbytery. He previously served 12 years as 

pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Rock Hill.  

Frances Stein said, “Dr. Mark Verdery has been a presence and force for 
good in Providence Presbytery for many, many years. His experience, 
knowledge of the area and our congregation will be enable him to step in 
and immediately begin to minister to our members. His organizational abili-
ties and especially his warm and loving personality will be a gift to Unity.”                                          
- Frances Stein, Human Resources Ministry Team Member 

Mark’s first day will be January 4th. He looks forward to joining our ministry team 

and serving the Lord together with you.  

KAITI BRYANT 

DR. MARK VERDERY 

“I was excited to hear of Mark’s interest 
and to meet with him regarding this posi-
tion.  I have known Mark for a long time--
as have many other members of Unity--and 
believe his knowledge of Unity’s history, our 
challenges and our people will serve him and 
us well.  This knowledge will enable Mark 
to hit the ground running as he assists Matt 
in this transition period.  We will be blessed 
by his presence among us.”   - Bob Mobley 
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“Kaiti brings a level of energy, enthusiasm, and 

core faith that shines bright. She has a can-do 

attitude and is very self motivated.”                        

- Ned Chamberlain 
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OUR STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION: ADULT 
DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY TEAM 

Mission: The ADMT seeks to invite and inspire all people to explore their faith and 

find their connection to God in order to transform their lives through the Living 

Word. 

This team selects curriculum, recruits leaders, and promotes new opportunities for all 

adults.  

In 2020 We Have:  

• Transformed two in person classes to two ZOOM classes each Sunday - Unity class 

(10:00am) and the Why Christian class (4:00pm) when the pandemic struck. 

• Provided a ZOOM platform for sharing the faith story of different individuals in 

our congregation every Sunday from June through August. These stories are archived 

so that they will become part of our oral history.  

• This fall we provided small Bible study groups on the church campus according to 

CDC protocol for the pandemic for men and women of all ages, as well as off 

campus walking/running study groups. These courses range in interest from prayer 

and praying, denominational confession of faith, Bible studies in Genesis, and 1, 2 & 

3 John, book studies, and devotional discussions  

• The team has published an Advent devotional book for the Unity family for Advent 

2020 which were written by church members. 

Have questions or want to get involved? Contact... 

Maggie Bost 704-609-5479 (mandjbost@gmail.com)  

Thomas Monroe 803-981-7244 (monroe.thomasj@gmail.com). 

God’s Girls Bible Study 

 



 

Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

 
 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 8:45 am: Live on the Lawn 
11:00 am: Livestream Worship 

ONLINE WORSHIP ON CHRISTMAS EVE 

With the help and direction of Kathryn McGregor and Margaret Monroe, children, 

youth, and adults of all ages have shared pictures and videos to help us welcome 

Christ’s birth with scripture, story, prayer, and song. The services will be available for 

live-premiere on Unity’s website, Facebook page and YouTube channel. 

Online Services – live premiered and then available to view anytime: 

 10:00 AM Virtual Christmas Pageant - An original and unique retelling of the 

Christmas story by the children and families of Unity Presbyterian Church 

 2:00 PM Lessons and Carols Service - An original and creative musical service led 

by Director of Music Margaret Monroe and the Chancel Choir with communion 

We hope that these services will not only be wonderful times for our church family, but 

also be opportunities to truly share the light and love of Christ with our community. 

Please share them and invite others to watch them as well. Please contact Dr. Rich if 

you have any questions.  

See Page 2 for Live on the Lawn Christmas Eve Services 


