
Ideas for Families with Young Children 
to Serve Others at Christmas and Other Times

Good Reminder from Sarah Hopfer: One thing that I always do when we are doing service is 
say, “No, you do not get X, this is for someone in need.” So if we're buying school supplies, 
none of these are for you... so she understands a little more.

1. Salvation Army - Ringing the bell for the Salvation Army was always one of my children's 
favorite things to do at Christmas.  

2. Family Promise – Buy gift cards for Family promise families this year in lieu of Angel Tree. 
When families are staying at our church, sign up to fix a meal. Bring it to the church and stay 
to eat with the families. (https://familypromiseyc.org/)

3. The York County Council on Aging Nutrition Center that used to be at Unity is now 
meeting somewhere in Rock Hill. The clients there love visitors of all ages and you can make 
little care packages with personal hygiene items if you wanted to or make Christmas 
placemats for the Meals on Wheels clients. (phone 327-6694) 

4. Ft Mill Care Center – Young children can't volunteer there, but you can collect or go 
purchase food and personal care items and deliver them there. 
(https://www.fortmillcarecenter.org/) 

5. Humane Society of York County – Young children can’t volunteer there, but you can 
collect or buy pet food and supplies and deliver them there. Make cat toys, dog cookies 
and/or toys. Kathryn McGregor has patterns and recipes. 
(https://humanesocietyofyorkcounty.org/) 

6. Children's Attention Home - Usually don't take young volunteers on campus, but always 
need volunteers to prepare box lunches and/or meals to deliver there. Also have families 
adopting a teen for Christmas. (https://attentionhome.org/) 

7. York County Foster Care Closet – Check their Facebook page for current needs and drop 
off locations. Great to go through your child’s clothes closet and toys to share what you are 
no longer using. (https://www.defendthefatherless.org/services) 

8. Classroom Ready (Ft Mill Schools): Collect or purchase school supplies for Classroom 
Ready. Their big push is in the summer before school starts, but they always need 
replacement items after Christmas. Check their Facebook page for specific needs they have at 
particular times. (http://www.ffms.org/ or ClassroomReady@FFMS.org) 

9. Roof Above: (in Charlotte) - accepting individually sealed homemade cookies and 
sandwiches: (https://www.urbanministrycenter.org/helping-the-homeless/ways-you-can-
help/donate/our-wishlist/)



10. Make Kits: Pack birthday party kits for kids served by our local assistance center and snack 
bags for people to keep in their vehicles to give to people asking for assistance. The birthday 
party bags are just white gift bags that kids decorate with cake mix, icing, candles, and party 
plates and napkins. The center gives them to parents so that they can do a party for their 
child's birthday. The snack bags are gallon zip-lock bags with a small bottle of water, a can 
of Vienna sausages, a pack of pb or cheese crackers, a granola bar, a cup of applesauce or 
other fruit, a hand wipe, spoon, and napkin. We encourage people to keep these in their 
vehicles to give to people they encounter who are in need of assistance; it's an alternative to 
giving cash.

11. Other Covid Time Ideas:  Think drop off and people you know in need. Make cookies for a 
lonely neighbor, take a Quarantine Survival Kit to a family you know, write cards to elderly 
at church or family members far away, some kind of thank yous to teachers, medical 
personnel, first responders, mail delivery people. What can you do that is a porch drop or 
socially distanced visit outside? 

12. Choose a Nonprofit to Support for Your Child’s Birthday: Ask friends to donate items or 
money to a project your child chooses instead of receiving more “stuff” for their birthday. 
Help your child collect and deliver the donations. 
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