
 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  
we glorify God through 
worship, nurture, and    
service to all people. 

Life at Unity 
November 17, 2020 

 CHRISTMAS EVE: 

Given the ongoing pandemic, the Worship and Music Ministry Team and Church 

Staff have been thinking creatively about how we will celebrate Christmas Eve at 

Unity Presbyterian Church. We want to share with you our plans so that you might 

find the best opportunity to join us at the manger to welcome Christ’s birth. 

10:00 AM - Video Live Premiere of the Virtual Christmas Pageant - An original and 

unique retelling of the Christmas story by the children and families of Unity 

Presbyterian Church 

2:00 PM - Video Live Premiere of the Lessons and Carols Service - An original and 

creative musical service led by Director of Music, Margaret Monroe, and the Chancel 

Choir, with communion 

4:00 PM - Live on the Lawn Children and Family Service 

5:30 PM - Live on the Lawn Candlelight and Carol Service with a short homily 

7:00 PM - Live on the Lawn Candlelight and Carol Service with a short homily 

*8:30 PM - Live on the Lawn Candlelight and Carol Service with a short homily if 

needed due to expected attendance at the other three outdoor services. 

CHRISTMAS AT UNITY 

We hope that these 

services will not only be 

wonderful times for our 

church family, but also be 

opportunities to truly 

share the light and love of 

Christ with our 

community. Watch for 

more information in the 

coming weeks and please 

contact Dr. Rich if you 

have any questions.  

CONGRATULATIONS to 
Jamie & Lea Woodward in the 
birth of their son, “Falcon 
William Harrison Woodward,” 
on November 4, 2020.  Proud 
siblings are Steele Loren, CeCe, 
and Hawke. 

 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is 
extended to Steve Chase and 
family in the death of his brother, 
Chuck, on November 5, 2020. SEE PAGES 2 & 3 FOR ADVENT & HOLIDAY INFO 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY JESUS 

Just as the wiseman faithfully 

followed the light of that shining 

star over Bethlehem on their path 

to meet Jesus, during our -stay at 

home- Birthday Party for Jesus 

2020, we too will keep our focus 

on the (star) light of this 

Christmas season! 

On December 20, during or 

immediately following Super 

Sunday, we invite all families with 

children, birth to 2nd grade, to 

pick up a star studded Happy 

Birthday Jesus celebration kit 

which will allow Unity families to 

pray and sing and craft in the 

same way, and underneath the 

same star filled sky!  Sign up here 

by Dec 11: https://

www.signupgenius.com/

go/30E0A4EA5A82EABFD0-happy  
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EARLY DECEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

1 -- Kathy Choate; Bob Elisha; 
Kate Faulkenberry; Bonnie Norton  
 
2 -- Sheri Balcerzak; Joanne Blake; 
Landen Oltmann; Kathryn 
Schemine  
 
3 -- Bob Anderson; Bailey 
Greemon  
 
4 -- Lily Berens; Stefanie Hall; Joe 
Kilbarger; Rusty Menchaca; Brad 
Pittman; Janine Walker; Tammie 
Welch  
 
5 -- Kyle Kasik; Kathy Krieger; 
Bud Oehrli; Brian Pope  
 
6 -- Jade Briggs  
 
7 -- Cheryl Hill; Ashley Hogon; 
Andrew Scott; Taylor Sheets  
 
8 -- Steve Chase; Cole Martin; 
David Roberts; Jillian Stubbs; 
Stuart Thomas  
 
9 -- Ellen Borland; Jeff 
Chmielinski; Katie Colosimo; 
Garrett Johnson; Georgia Ryan; 
Kamryn Schemine  
 
10 -- Lori Glasco; Riley Glasco; 
Carol Nelson  
 
11 -- Madeline Gosney; Anna 
Honeycutt; Laura Honeycutt; 
Tracey Templeton  
 
12 -- Harris Blackwell; Reagan 
Michael; John Proctor  
 
13 -- Lad Barnes; George 
Bauserman; Caroline Egnor; 
Lindsey Morgan  
 
14 -- Susan Benfield; Ella Brindisi; 
Bryant Gregory; Larry Stewart  
 
15 -- Shawn Bence; Savannah 
LaFevers  

ADVENT STARTS NOVEMBER 29 

DAILY ADVENT 

DEVOTIONS written by 

members of our congregation and 

church staff will be available daily 

on the church website and 

Facebook page beginning Sunday, 

November 29.  Thank you to all 

who contributed to this project. 

CHILDREN’S ADVENT 

SUPPLY PICKUP: All families 

with children birth-5th grade are 

invited to drive through at the Preschool entrance between 4:00-5:00 pm next 

Sunday, Nov 22 to pick up an envelope with supplies to celebrate Advent with your 

family. All families will receive an Advent calendar and children 3rd-5th grade will also 

receive Christmas trivia cards.  Children attending Super Sunday will receive them 

when they are there. Other families are encouraged to come to the drive through to 

help us save on postage.  Questions? Contact Kathryn McGregor. 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP UPDATE 

HEADING BACK INTO THE SANCTUARY FOR LIVE STREAM:                 

In addition to the outdoor in-person 8:45 AM Live on the Lawn Worship Service, on 

the First Sunday of Advent we will return to a live broadcast of worship from the 

sanctuary at 11 AM. In accordance with the Phase A Guidelines, the service will be led 

by a small group of worship leaders and you will be able to watch the service live on 

the church webpage (https://unityfortmill.org/about-us/live/).  

As we return to livestream broadcast, we will no longer “live premiere” a recorded 

service on Facebook, but will post a video of the 11 AM service there as soon as it is 

available. We look forward to taking this additional step toward returning to worship in 

the sanctuary. Also, a new addition for children beginning November 29: Worship 

Notes page and BINGO card to help children participate more fully in worship.. If you 

have any questions, please contact Dr. Rich.  

SIGN UP NOW! VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

All children and youth are invited to participate in our virtual Christmas pageant, 

“Finding Our Place at the Manger” to be live-premiered at 10:00 am on Christmas Eve. 

Sign up to take one or more still photos of parts of the Christmas story and/or sign up 

to participate in our virtual Children’s choir. For full information and to sign up, visit 

https://unityfortmill.org/connect/christmas/virtual-christmas-pageant/ 
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RE-GATHERING TEAM UPDATE 

As we enter a holiday season that looks quite different than any other we have ever had, 
we seek ways to continue to help those in our community. In an effort to most 
effectively communicate and share all of the great giving opportunities at Unity 
Presbyterian Church, we have created one page that outlines these.  

For full information on each opportunity, visit:                                                         
https://unityfortmill.org/connect/christmas/holiday-giving/ 

Thornwell Home for Children, November 1– November 29:                               
November’s special offering benefits the Thornwell Home for Children, whose mission 
is to prevent child abuse and neglect, build up and reunite families, and strengthen 
healthy communities in the name of Jesus Christ.  

Christmas Memorials & Honorariums, November 12—December 6:                  
As part of their Christmas gift giving each year, many members of our congregation have 
developed a tradition of giving a financial gift to Unity in memory or honor of loved 
ones.  This year, Christmas Memorial and Honorarium gifts may be made by completing 
the online form found on Unity’s website.  There you will also find instructions for 
making your Memorial/Honorarium gift online or by mail/drop-off.  If you need 
additional assistance, contact Anissa Lee (alee@unityfortmill.org) in the church 
office.  Since the pandemic will make it impossible for the New Horizons Circle to 
provide the Unity Post (an opportunity to share Christmas cards with congregation 
members while donating the amount typically spent on postage) which has traditionally 
supported our “Emergency Needs Fund,” we are suggesting that your Memorial/
Honorarium gifts be directed toward that fund.  You will also have the option to specify 
another fund if you so desire.  The deadline for receipt of these gifts is December 6th, 
and they will be listed in a special section of the “Life at Unity” Newsletter on December 
15th. 

Christmas Joy, December 1—December 27:                                                                                                                                              
This special offering in December collected for PCUSA that provides assistance to 
retired ministers and other church workers in need as well as scholarship assistance that 
enables students to attend Presbyterian related racial ethnic schools and colleges. 

Tony Dehler Christmas Auction, November 29—December 13:                                  
In place of the annual Tony Dehler Christmas Auction, we will be collecting monetary 
donations which will be split 50/50 to benefit the Fort Mill Care Center and the 
Nutrition Center. We challenge everyone to donate in multiples of $20 since it is 2020!  

Angel Tree, November 29—December 13:                                                                                         
In place of our Angel Tree, we will be collecting gift cards or monetary donations for 
Family Promise and our RAIN (Regional AIDS Interfaith Network) Teams. Our two 
RAIN Teams will use your donation to provide traditional “Angel Tree” gifts to their 
families who have a member living with HIV / AIDS.  

Family Promise will receive gift cards that they will distribute to the families currently 
being served by their program.  The Family Promise families will use the gift cards to 
purchase Christmas gifts for their children with the supervision and guidance of the 
Family Promise staff.   

 

NEW! BIBLE 
STORYTIME WITH   

MS. CAROLYN 

Ms. Carolyn, our Toddler 

Nursery Caregiver, is creating 

very short Bible storybook 

videos for our youngest church 

members. We miss you so 

much in our church nursery! 

We hope seeing and hearing 

Ms. Carolyn will help your 

children know that the church 

cares for them and God does 

too!   

Four stories with short prayers, 

visuals and a song are currently 

posted to our Nursery Google 

Drive for use at your leisure:      

1) God Made You and Me 

2) Joseph 

3) Moses 

4) Ten Commandments  

Watch them all here: 

https://drive.google.com/drive

/folders/1DX1XZtDr4SGK2

MOqmgNoXEjvU9Hl-p2i 

HOLIDAY GIVING AT UNITY 
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RE-GATHERING TEAM UPDATE 

Unity’s Re-Gathering team continues to meet weekly to review COVID-19 metrics 

in the community and discuss options for further opening the campus for ministries 

and activities.  There has been a recent increase in COVID-19 cases in York, 

Lancaster and Mecklenburg counties and we are seeing an increasing trend in 

positive test results, greater than we saw over the summer months.  Although there 

have been no cases of infection within Unity’s staff or at any events on campus, we 

are aware of several congregation members recently testing positive.  As we 

approach the holiday season, the Re-Gathering team would like to remind the 

congregation to: 

 Continue practice social distancing and wear face coverings 

 Stay home if you have been diagnosed with COVID-19, are awaiting test results, 

or may have been exposed to someone with COVID-19 in the previous 14 days.   

 Get tested if you have COVID-19 symptoms (visit https://scdhec.gov/covid19/covid

-19-testing-locations for testing locations).    

 If hosting a gathering, make sure the room or space is well-ventilated or host an 

outdoor gathering if possible.   

 Minimize close contact – sorry, no hugs or handshakes.   

 Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds when entering and exiting social 

gatherings. If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer that 

contains at least 60% alcohol. 

We continue to encourage everyone to join us on Sunday mornings at 8:45 am for 

the outside worship services or participate at 11:00 am for the pre-recorded services.  

Live stream services will resume on November 29th! 

COVID / RE-GATHERING UPDATE A NOTE FROM THE 
WOMEN OF UNITY’S 

NEWSLETTER 

Thank you for supporting the       

Historic Paradise Foundation 

(HPF) this fall! 

Together we provided two all-

weather, foldable picnic tables and 

a carload full of snacks, drinks, 

prizes, and supplies for the after-

school program. Every item on 

the Signup Genius was covered!   

In an effort to assess how to best 

use the money from your general 

donations, we reached out to 

HPF's Director, Danielle Red-

mond, about their greatest remain-

ing need. Danielle shared that fi-

nancial support for the holidays 

was at the top of the list.  

The need this year has increased 

375%! HPF anticipates providing 

Thanksgiving meals to more than 

150 families and they needed an 

additional $725 to meet their 

$1100 Thanksgiving turkey goal.  

Guess what we had in HPF gen-

eral donations from Women of 

Unity... $745!  It was pretty clear 

where your remaining donations 

should be applied. That's a lot of 

turkeys, ladies! Great job!!  



 

5 

TONS OF FOOD COLLECTED, LITERALLY! 

 

THANK YOU FROM 
PASTOR LINDSAY 

Pastor Lindsay and Alex would 

like to say an enormous 

THANK YOU to everyone 

who came by to visit and to 

shower us and our baby-on-the-

way with so much love and so 

many generous gifts. And thank 

you to those who helped to 

plan, decorate, and organize the 

event.  

We are truly overwhelmed by 

the kindness of this 

congregation, and we look 

forward to telling our sweet girl 

so many stories of your 

faithfulness and kindness here 

in Fort Mill.  

We will miss Unity, and we will 

continue to hold all of you in 

our prayers. 

STEPHEN MINISTRY AT UNITY 

Unity collected over one ton of food for Sharing God's 

Bounty!  Men's Ministry boxed and delivered to the Fort Mill 

Care Center 1,816 lb.  In addition, 266 lb was directly 

delivered to the Care Center by members of Unity, for a total 

of 2,082 lb.  This brings the total weight of food and supplies 

in 2020 to 8,058 lb - - - over four tons!.  Thank you for your 

generous support.  Many of our neighbors will have a nice 

Thanksgiving dinner as a result of these donations. 

On Sunday, November 8 at the 11 o’clock service, 

nine new Stephen Ministers were commissioned. 

Karen Chase, Karen Fuqua, Laurie Pressier, Laurie 

Rogers, Bruce Windom, Beverly Tysinger, Debbie 

Matthews, Susan Mobley and Lynn Ringley are new 

Stephen Ministers at Unity who will serve with 

existing Stephen Ministers. They completed 50 hours 

of Stephen Ministry training. Lynn, Beverly, Debbie 

and Susan are also Stephen Leaders. Dave Johnson 

was recognized on November 8th as a new Stephen 

Leader after extensive Stephen Leadership training. 

We congratulate them for their accomplishment and 

rejoice in their service to Christ. 

Stephen Ministry is a Christ centered ministry designed to provide ongoing help to 

those who need someone to talk to about concerns in their life. The Stephen Minister 

will meet with you privately by phone, video chat or possibly in person when it is safe 

to do so. If you are interested, please contact Dr. Matt Rich at 803-547-5543 or at 

unityfortmill.org; or Susan Mobley at swmnurse@gmail.com.  
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WHY DO YOU GIVE TO THE ENDOWMENT?  

My husband, John, and I had been lifelong Methodists when we joined Unity in 1997 

because of the strength of the youth program and the many friends that we had in 

the congregation.  We immediately became involved in the life of the church and 

supported its ministries through our time, our talents, and our treasures.   

I have been doing a lot of walking lately 

and listening to my iPod.  One of my 

current favorites is the Broadway musical, 

Hamilton, where one of the lines goes 

something like this - “Legacy is planting 

seeds in a garden that you never get to 

see”. John and I are now at the stage of life where we are beginning to consider our 

legacies.  Giving to the Endowment Fund is an opportunity for us to create a legacy 

(plant the seeds) for the benefit of future generations in our church (the garden we 

will never see).  The donations, gifts, and pledges to the Endowment Fund create a 

perpetual resource to be used to support Unity Presbyterian Church and enhance the 

church’s ministries. 

Our first contribution to the Endowment 

Fund was given in honor of some special 

friends.  We plan to continue this practice of 

honoring special people in this way and to 

also designate the Endowment Fund as one of 

the recipients of memorial gifts for us when 

that time comes.  We are grateful for this 

church and we want to bless Unity in return 

with our Endowment Fund gifts. It is an honor and blessing to be able to support 

our church in this special way. 

Jessie Little 

Ready to learn more? Visit www.unityfortmill.org/give/endowment-program/ 

THE ENDWOMENT CORNER 

UPDATED DIMES FOR HUNGER RESULTS 

 

As of October 14, 2020, Unity has collected $4,738.25 

through the Dimes for Hunger campaign. This amount is an 

8% increase over last year’s giving. Many thanks to everyone 

in helping us raise the bar, particularly in a year where it is 

needed even more than ever before. 

CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING REPORT 

Unity held a Congregational 

Meeting by zoom webinar on 

Sunday, November 8, 2020 at 

12:30 pm. There were three 

purposes to the meeting.  

The first was to hear a report 

from the nominating committee 

to place names into nomination 

for elders and deacons.  

The second was to concur with 

Rev. White’s request for 

Providence Presbytery to 

dissolve the relationship 

between her and Unity. The 

third was to approve 

congregational bylaws. All of 

these were approved by ballot.  

The following were elected as 

elders for the 2023 class – 

Elizabeth Bennett, Ruth 

Boetsch, Charley Faulkenberry, 

Dave Johnson, Scott Watson 

and Tim Whitesell. Deacons 

elected were Joan Boardman, 

Jason Honeycutt, Michelle 

Meyer, Dave Reimer, Melanie 

Sharpless, Chris Spinner, Jean 

Thies, Ken Tysinger and Jim 

Weller. 

After the Congregational 

meeting was adjourned, a 

meeting of the Corporation of 

Unity was held. The purpose of 

this meeting was to approve 

corporate bylaws. These were 

approved by ballot. 
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 A MESSAGE FROM 

HEALTH MINISTRIES 

QPR Suicide Prevention 

Class - Online on  November 

19th, 2020 !:00 - 3:00 pm  

During the trying times we are 

in, the incidence of suicide is 

high. We can all save lives. QPR 

is an innovative, practical and 

proven suicide prevention train-

ing.  QPR stands for Question, 

Persuade and Refer, three steps 

anyone can learn to help pre-

vent suicide. Just like CPR, 

QPR is an emergency response 

to someone in crisis and can 

save lives. To register, visit:  

https://app.etapestry.com/

cart/

MentalHealthAssociation-

ofC_2/default/category.php?

ref=1801.0.214131783 

————————————- 

YEAR END GIVING                

CONSIDERATIONS 

1. Gifts of Appreciated Assets 

such as stocks, bonds, and 

mutual  funds 

2. Qualified Charitable Distri-

bution (QCD)  

3. Donor Advised Funds 

(DAF’s) 

Contact Pam Bright for more 

info about supporting Unity’s 

missions and ministries at 

pbright@UnityFortMill.org. 

We are aware that some folks are having issues with Comporium not delivering 

emails from Unity’s Constant Contact account. Unity is currently sending three 

emails per week “The Messenger” on Tuesdays with mid-week news, “Life Togeth-

er” on Thursdays with a video from Dr. Matt and “The Weekly Word” on Fridays 

with worship materials and “In case you missed it” type information.  

If you have Comporium and are not currently receiving emails from Unity, email 

commspecialist@unityfortmill.org for directions of how to troubleshoot.  

Email deliverability issues are specific to each person’s email provider and settings 

and unfortunately we are not able to provide tech support to trouble shoot and re-

solve the issue for you, but we hope that these resources will be of assistance. If you 

are still not receiving emails after following these steps, please call Comporium di-

rectly for assistance.  

EMAIL ISSUES WITH COMPORIUM 

SUPER SUNDAY: NOVEMBER 22 

Our next Super Sunday will be held on Sunday, November 22, from 1:30-2:30 pm for 

3rd—5th graders and from 3:00-4:00 pm for 4K—2nd graders. We will focus on the 

stories about Brave Women and Men in the Old Testament. Register by noon on 

November 18 by clicking here: h ps://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4fa9ad2ea5f58‐

super1  

Adult Volunteers Needed for Super Sunday! Volunteers may lead at both groups in a 

given Sunday or just for one time slot.  Preference will be given to volunteers who 

have already been Safe Place trained at Unity. If you want to volunteer and have not 

attended Safe Place Training at Unity. Register to volunteer by visiting: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-super  
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OUR STEWARDSHIP IN ACTION: CHILDREN’S MINISTRY TEAM 

 

Children’s Ministry Team – What We’ve Been up to during the Pandemic? 

The purpose of the Children’s Ministry Team is to provide a nurturing environment 

where children and their families experience God in all areas of the life of the church 

and are empowered to live as disciples of Christ. 

Accomplishments since March 1, 2020 

 Weekly parent emails with activities and resources for families to use at home 
from March-May 

 Miscellaneous videos virtually involving children in our online Sunday Morning 
Worship: Palm Sunday Parade, Children’s Advice to 2020 Graduates, Lord’s 
Prayer for service, and What’s Growing? 

 Weekly Children in Worship YouTube videos beginning in June 

 “Wilderness Escape—Moses and the Israelites” themed Bible School with take 
home kits for 46 participants 

 Delivery of 25 Third Grade Bibles and a presentation during online worship in 
August 

 Thanks to a Unity Endowment grant, “Growing in God’s Love” Bibles were 
delivered to 97 families with children ages 4K-5th grade in August 

 Weekly parent email with a story to read from the “Growing in God’s Love” 
Story Bible, family conversation starters, and at-home activities beginning in 
September 

 Super Sunday Gatherings, monthly, beginning in September 

 Disabilities Inclusion and Awareness Sunday by our Kaleidoscope Ministry, 
formerly the Disabilities Ministry Team  

On the Calendar 

 Continue monthly Super Sunday meetings & weekly family emails 

 New ideas for Advent/Christmas 2020 

 Safety protocols for nursery, CIW, and Children’s Ministry once we are in the 
building  

 Summer 2021 

Questions? Want more info? Contact Kathryn McGregor or Kathy Sizemore. 

 

Bible Delivery at Home 

Super Sunday Crafting 



 

Emergency Pastoral Line 
803.280.1075 

 
 
 

Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

 
 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 11:00 a.m.—Worship service  

As we approach the holiday of Thanksgiving, it is appropriate that we pause and reflect. Doing so in the midst of the 

ongoing pandemic with rising numbers of cases might be difficult. To provide me a focused way to reflect on each day, I 

sometimes use a prayer practice known as The Daily Examen. In case you are not familiar with it, here are the five steps you 

would use at the end of a day. 

1. God’s Presence - ask yourself where you saw God today. God was there, did you notice? 

2. Thankfulness - give thanks to God for a particular gift of the day. As one spiritual director writes, “Think of the concrete 

details of your day - the aroma of coffee brewing, a smile from a co-worker, or a beautiful rainbow.” 

3. Reflection - Ask God to help you notice how you reacted in the many situations in which you found yourself today. Where 

did you show or share the love of Christ? Where did you fail or fall short? 

4. Repentance - Express sorrow for the times you failed to follow Christ’s direction 

today and receive God’s forgiveness and love. 

5. Hopefulness - Ask God to help you look forward to a new day tomorrow. What 

request might you make for tomorrow as this day comes to a close? 

As we intentionally reflect upon our day and God’s presence in it, we draw closer to 

God. We recognize the ways in which each day brings joys and sorrows. We prepare 

ourselves for the next day’s demands and opportunities to follow Christ.  

God bless, Matt 


