
 

The Service for the Lord's Day 
First Sunday of  Advent 

November 29, 2020 
 

“United in Christ’s love, we glorify God through worship, nurture, and service to all people.” 
 

 
Prelude               O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                        arr. Blair 

Will Rich, trumpet 
                                                           
Welcome and Announcements 
 

WE CELEBRATE GOD'S LOVE 
   

Lighting of the Advent Wreath - Isaiah 2:4       Matt, Sarah, Will, Sam, & Bekah Rich 
ONE: Jesus says:  I am coming soon. 

MANY: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus! 

ONE: We are preparing ourselves for the days when the nations shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

  and their spears into pruning hooks; 

MANY: Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, and neither shall they learn war any more. 

Explanation of the Candles 

Lighting the Candle 

Prayer 

MANY: Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

 

Hymn No. 82     Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus      HYFRYDOL 
 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
 From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

 
 Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 

Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

By thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

Prayer of Confession                   

MANY:  Most Holy God, this Advent season marks a time of watching and waiting.  But we are not a very 
patient people.  And we aren’t really sure what we are expecting.  God forgive our lack of faith in Your 
Presence, Your Faithfulness, Your unconditional love for us.  Help us to make this advent a holy time; a 



time filled with a search for peace in our world, in our community, and in ourselves.  Faithful God, forgive 
our lack of readiness and our apathy. Surprise us again with Your presence and Your peace. 
 
Silent Prayers of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon         

 

Congregational Response     Angels We Have Heard on High (refrain)            GLORIA          

Gloria in excelsis Deo!  Gloria in excelsis Deo!  

  

WE PROCLAIM GOD'S WORD 
 
First Scripture Reading             Isaiah 40:1-11  
 
Children’s Time 
                                           
Anthem                              I Wonder as I Wander                   Niles 

Jim Lester, soloist 
           
Second Scripture Reading               Luke 1:5-25 
          
Sermon                       Rev. Dr. Matt Rich 

“Finding Our Place at the Manger:  Elizabeth and Zechariah” 
 

WE RESPOND TO GOD'S CALL 
 
Statement of Faith                        Nicene Creed  
MANY:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in 
one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
Offering                 

This time is set aside for you to prayerfully make a donation online.  You can also have a time of reflection individually or as 
a family about how you will continue to use your time, talents, and treasure to give glory to God, even while staying at home. 

 
The Lord’s Supper 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table                       

Great Thanksgiving and Lord’s Prayer   

MANY:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 

is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread      



Communion of the People 

Prayer after Communion 

 
Hymn No. 109       Blest Be the God of Israel          MERLE’S TUNE 

Stanza 1: soloist, Stanzas 2-3: all 
  

 
 

Text:  Michael Perry © 1973 The Jubilate Group; Music:  Hal H. Hopson © Hope Publishing Company. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under One License #A-727534. 

  
Charge and Benediction 
 
Postlude                         People, Look East!                   arr. Langlois 
      
                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


