
 
 

Live on the Lawn 
First Sunday of Advent 

November 29, 2020 
8:45 AM 

 

 

“United in Christ’s love, we glorify God through worship, nurture, and service to all people.” 

 

We plan to use microphones and speakers for sound for both musicians and pastors.  

However, please keep the following numbers handy just in case: 

1-929-205-6099 
Meeting ID: 870 5646 9833 # 

Passcode: 515423 # 
 

While we are excited to begin this Sunday morning in-person outdoor worship experience, we recognize the need for continued 
vigilance and love to ensure as a community that we minimize the risk of both spreading and contracting COVID-19.  As 
disciples of Jesus, we seek above all else to love the Lord our God and to love our neighbors as ourselves, so we ask and insist 
that all attending outdoor, in-person worship adhere to the following covenants:  

● Out of love for your friends and neighbors, if you are not feeling well or have been in contact with someone diagnosed 
with or suspected to have COVID-19, PLEASE STAY HOME and continue to worship Sunday mornings online.  

● Masks will be required of all attendees four (4) years of age and older.  A limited supply of masks and hand sanitizer will 
be available at the church.  

● Always practice social-distancing.  Be mindful of the placement of your lawn chairs (at least 10 feet distance) and avoid 
person-to-person contact with attendees outside of your family group.  

● While we want to express our love for one another in traditional and familiar ways, no hugging, hand-shaking or fist 
bumps.  Instead, please wave, share praying hands or express your love to each other in other non-contact ways.  

● Congregational Singing and Responses:  The service will include congregational singing and spoken responses, as we 
will be outside, maintaining proper social distance, and all attendees are wearing masks.  Please recognize that these 
factors significantly minimize, but can never completely eliminate, the risk of COVID-19 transmission.  

● The restrooms located down the hall from the Narthex will be available for emergency use only.  Please use the hand 
sanitizer on the table before and after using the restrooms.  

 

Service Details: 
● Parking:  The service will be held on the front lawn of Unity, directly in front of the Historic Sanctuary.  Families will 

arrive in their vehicles and be directed by parking attendants to the front lawn area and a parking spot.  
● Vehicles will be parked in a manner to ensure social-distancing, as well as to provide line of sight to the podium area. 
● Chairs:  Families can participate in their vehicles or bring lawn chairs and set them out in front of the vehicle, allowing 

line of sight while ensuring social-distancing.  We will not be providing chairs. 
● Dress:  It’s November and we’re outside, so dress comfortably and for the weather.   
● Sound system:  We plan to use microphones and a speaker system for both the pastors and musicians. 
● Order of Worship:  We will email and post the Order of Worship for each week on the church Facebook page and 

website.  You are encouraged to print a copy at home or bring your phone/tablet to access the order of worship. 
● Young Children:  Nursery and Children in Worship (CIW) will not be provided for these outdoor services.  However, 

children are encouraged to worship with their families.  Feel free to bring a blanket and toys for them.  
● Inclement Weather:  In the event of rain or other inclement weather, the service will be cancelled.  All services will be 

held unless you hear otherwise, and cancellation announcements will be made via Facebook and email by 7:00 am on 
the day of the service. 
 

 
 



 
 
PRELUDE       O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                  arr. Larson 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP                              
ONE:   Jesus says:  I am coming soon. 
MANY:  Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus! 
ONE:  We are preparing ourselves for the days when the nations shall beat their swords 
  into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
MANY:  Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
  and neither shall they learn war any more. 
 
HYMN No. 82     Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus       HYFRYDOL 
 Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 
 From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

 
 Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 

Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

By thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
MANY:  Most Holy God, this Advent season marks a time of watching and waiting.  But we are not a very 
patient people.  And we aren’t really sure what we are expecting.  God forgive our lack of faith in Your 
Presence, Your Faithfulness, Your unconditional love for us.  Help us to make this advent a holy time; a 
time filled with a search for peace in our world, in our community, and in ourselves.  Faithful God, forgive 
our lack of readiness and our apathy. Surprise us again with Your presence and Your peace. 

 

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON       
 
ANTHEM                  I Wonder as I Wander               Niles 
                            
SCRIPTURE                            Luke 1:5-25       
    
SERMON                    Rev. Dr. Matt Rich 

“Finding Our Place at the Manger:  Elizabeth and Zechariah” 
 
OFFERING 

You may prayerfully make a donation online or drop your offering in the black mailbox  
at the conclusion of the service.  We also encourage you to continue to reflect about how you will continue  

to use your time, talents, and treasure to give glory to God. 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 

 



HYMN No. 109                Blest Be the God of Israel                      MERLE’S TUNE 
Stanza 1: soloist, Stanzas 2-3: all 

 
 

Text: Michael Perry © 1973 The Jubilate Group; Music:  Hal H. Hopson © Hope Publishing Company. 
All rights reserved.  Reprinted under One License #A-727534. 

 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE     Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!                  arr. Larson 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participating in This Morning’s Service: 
Rev. Dr. Matt Rich, Senior Pastor 

Margaret Monroe, Director of Music 
Jim Lester, soloist 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


