
 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  
we glorify God through 
worship, nurture, and    
service to all people. 

Life at Unity 
October 6, 2020 

Pastor Lindsay and Karen Bonds presented 

Matt with a gift of a new stole. Lindsay 

suggested this idea to the Installation team, 

and many “hands” participated in bringing 

it to fruition. The stole is red, the liturgical 

color for Installation and Pentecost. It was 

designed by Karen and Joan DeBruyn and 

masterfully crafted by Joan. The hands that 

adorn the stole are those of ten ruling 

elders of Unity, are symbols of the 

community of Christ to which we belong, 

and represent our prayers for and support 

of Matt as he begins his ministry with us. 

OFFICIAL INSTALLATION OF DR. MATT RICH 

We are excited and thankful to 

dedicate a beautiful needlepoint 

banner of Unity's "rose" window 

located above the organ pipes. It 

was designed by Jane Hudson 

and stitched by Buzz Benson 

over the course of several years. 

Buzz is a retired Air Force pilot 

who lives at Westminster Towers 

in Rock Hill and sings in the 

chancel choir. Thank you Jane 

and Buzz for this beautiful work 

of art created with love and 

dedicated to the Glory of God.  

Thank you to all who made this past Sunday's Service of Installation such a special day. 

To my friend and colleague Jill Duffield for a powerful sermon, to each member of the 

Providence Presbytery Installation Commission who came to record their parts of the 

service in the sanctuary, to the elders who submitted their hand prints and to Karen 

Bonds and Joan DeBruyn for creating the beautiful stole, to Buzz Benson for years of 

work needle pointing the rose window banner, to Margaret and the Choir and my son 

Will for the beautiful music, to Lindsay for editing it all together, and to all of you for 

watching, commenting, and most of all praying ... I can only say thank you. A Service 

of Installation is a celebration of a congregation's call with their pastor. I am grateful 

that God has drawn our journeys together and look forward to each and every step 

ahead in the years to come. With joy and gratitude, let's get to work! 

God bless, Matt  

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STOLE 
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HAPPY 50TH BIRTHDAY! 

This year the Children’s Attention Home in Rock Hill is celebrating 50 years of 

providing nurturing care and life-changing services for over 8,000 vulnerable children in 

our community. At the Home, children in foster care and teens facing homelessness 

learn how to break through the cycle of abuse, neglect, and homelessness through 

individualized care, educational and vocational support, and learning valuable life skills.  

On Saturday, October 24, the Home is hosting a virtual 50th Birthday Celebration from 

6:30 – 8:30 p.m. to commemorate the history and impact of the Home, celebrate the 

work of today, and anticipate the future! This year’s program will be emcee’d by York 

County’s own Lucas McFadden and feature music from the national talent McEwyn, an 

online auction, exclusive interviews, and captivating stories to share the inspirational 

work of the Home from 1970 through today.  

Registration is $10 to receive access to the program. If you register before 10/13, you 

will also receive a special party package in the mail! To see full details and register, go 

to http://attentionhome.org/50thbirthday.   

ADVENT DEVOTIONS:  

FINDING OUR PLACE AT 

THE MANGER 

You are invited to help write 

our 2020 Advent Devotions.  

The devotions will be written 

by the members of our 

congregation and made 

available in printed booklet and 

online beginning the first 

Sunday of Advent, November 

29, each day until December 31. 

The theme for our devotions 

will be: “Finding our Place at 

the Manger” and will mirror the 

scripture passages being used 

each Sunday in worship during 

Advent and the first Sunday of 

Christmas.  

For more information, visit  

https://unityfortmill.org/conne

ct/advent-2020/ 

Devotions should be emailed 

to Kathryn McGregor by 

Sunday, November 1st. 

For 36 years, Albert has been a vital part of our Unity 

family and helping the campus to run smoothly. As he 

retires, let’s send him off knowing how much he is loved 

and appreciated by:  

1) Send a card or note to the church for him or 2) Send a 

contribution towards a retirement offering. Cards and 

gifts can be mailed or dropped in the black, locked 

mailbox in front of the Historic Sanctuary.  Monetary 

gifts can also be made online.  Memo “Albert” on all monetary gifts. The deadline for 

contributions is October 11th and will be presented on October 14.  

ALBERT WHITE IS RETIRING! 
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LATE OCTOBER 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

16 -- Bella Faulkenberry; 
Gretchen Whitesell 
 
17 -- Gary Boetsch; Karen Bonds; 
Bruce DesErmia; Cheri Gall; Pat 
McCabe; Davis Pratt; Lindsey 
Robinson; Scott Watson  
 
18 -- Liz Pierce; Joyce Sullivan  
 
19 -- Brooke Barrett  
 
20 -- Olivia Kuebler; Maggie 
Thomasson; Beth Trebendis; 
Lynn Young  
 
21 -- Jordan Astler; Rick 
Dammann; Kerrie Efird; Abby 
Lee; Jack Lee; Mary Claire 
McKinney; Denese Reichenbach  
 
22 -- Katie Bence; Linda Bunge; 
Jessica Carter; Nate Luebbe; 
Sharon McKown  
 
23 -- Tori Hickerson; Chris 
Laviolette; Sissy Martin; Jean 
Nicholson  
 
24 -- Eric Cole; Stewart Tedford; 
Leanne Webb; Paul Whitsett  
 
25 -- Cindy Epps; Steve Hardy; 
Jill Nordgren; Jessica Parise; 
Nolan Sova; Anthony Swainey  
 
26 -- Aiden Cosner; Connor 
Ostrander  
 
27 -- Stephanie Berens; Peter 
Olinger; Ellen Roberts; Russ 
Savage;  
 
28 -- Alexander Bennett; John 
Cardozo; Ron Mullis; Josephine 
Ryan; Katie Windom  
 
29 -- Mignon Ballard; Jason 
Gamble; Ashleigh Roberds  
 
30 -- Cameron Bradner; Mary 
Lou Carberry; Megan Jennings; 
Mary Kimbrell; Zach Nutter  
 
31 -- Sarah Hopfer; Mary Hannah 
Palmer  

NEWLY FUNDED PROGRAMS! 

The Endowment team is very excited 

to announce the new programs that 

recently received grants: an iPad that 

will be used to support various 

Ministry programs and needs, small 

equipment support for a Honduran eye clinic, COVID related protective supplies for 

Unity’s preschool and Children’s Bibles to ensure each family with a child ages 4k—

5th grade has a Bible to continue their faith formation during this time.  

WHY DO YOU GIVE TO THE ENDOWMENT? We want to be a part of 

Unity both now and in the future, trusting that God will direct us, our mission, and 

our finances as we glorify God through worship, nurture, and service to all people. 

When a gift is given to the Church 

Endowment Fund, the monetary gift is not 

spent by the Endowment Committee and it 

does not enter into the general church 

budget.  All or part of it may be invested.  

The interest and dividends earned become 

available to be spent on projects and 

programs at the church or missions elsewhere. 

As the principal grows over the months and 

years, the interest and dividends become greater and more money is available to the 

Committee to be used at their discretion.  So, monetary gifts to the Church 

Endowment Fund truly are gifts that "keep on giving" year after year! Our financial 

pledge each year is important and helps fund the church today. Our endowment gifts 

help fund the church and its activities and programs today and in the future.            

—Jim & Norma Lester 

THE ENDWOMENT CORNER 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY FAITH BUILD 

Unity will join other York County churches in the Habitat for Humanity 2020 Faith 

Build with a financial donation and volunteer labor. We will work on a new home in 

Rock Hill for Rockesha Sibley and family on Saturday, October 17th from 8 to 3.   

Virus protection procedures require a maximum of six volunteers working from 8am 

to 3pm, wearing masks.  Volunteers should bring their own lunch, snacks and drinks. 

Notify Steve Hardy at stevehardy59@yahoo.com to sign up… and there is a job for 

everyone, 16 and older. 
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WELCOME TO UNITY! 

We are excited to announce 

the newest members of our 

congregation, as voted on at 

the Session meeting on     

Sept 28. Take a moment to 

join us in welcoming:  

 Michael & Stephanie 
Benanti, with their daughter, 
Harper 

 Danny & Jennifer Brindisi, 
with their daughters, Ella, 
Layla, Norah, & Maren 

 Jack & Joan DeBruyn 

 Karen Jones 

 Bonnie & Tom Norton 

 Sue Putze 

 Sarah, Will & Sam Rich, 
with Matt & Sarah’s 
daughter, Bekah 

 Robby & Judy Robinson 

SUPER SUNDAY 

Children’s Ministry is up and running in a new and different way this fall. Each family 

with children ages 4 to 5th grade was given a “Growing in God’s Love Story Bible” 

thanks to a generous grant from our Endowment. Families are sent a story to read each 

week, with reflection questions and activities to do in the comfort of their own home.  

This month, we’ve been learning about the stories of Creation in the book of Genesis. 

Our first Super Sunday was held September 27 with 41 children and 12 adult 

volunteers, meeting in small groups, to make crafts and play games as we continued to 

listen for what God wants us to learn about the Creation stories.  

In October, we’ll be reading stories about Esau and Jacob, talking about sibling rivalry, 

conflict resolution and forgiveness. All children 4 years old through 5th grade are 

invited to sign up to join us on October 25 for our next Super Sunday.  

To register, visit https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4fa9ad2ea5f58-super by 

October 21.  We need adult volunteers for Super Sunday!  If you have been Safe Place 

trained at Unity and are willing to serve, sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c0e4aa9af22a4fe3-super. If you are interested in serving but have not been Safe 

Place trained, email KMcGregor@unityfortmill.org.  

The Children’s Ministry Team is in need 
of empty paper towel tubes for our 

supply closet. Please save yours when 
you finish a roll of paper towels and 

drop them off in the collection bin in the 
back parking lot by the Youth Wing.  

NEED SOMETHING IN 

THE NEWSLETTER? 

Newsletters are distributed on 

the first and third Tuesday of 

each month. To have your 

information included, be sure 

to submit to Sarah Hopfer at 

commspecialist@unityfortmill.org 

by 5pm the Friday prior. 
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FORT MILL CARE 

CENTER: PBJ UPDATE 

We delivered 613 lbs of peanut 

butter and jelly, other food, 

toiletries, and supplies to the 

Fort Mill Care Center for 

September. Our year to date 

total is now 5,341 lbs.  While 

our church campus remains 

closed, please continue to 

support the Care Center in the 

following ways: 

 Deliver donations directly 

to the Fort Mill Care Center  

 Mail items or direct ship 

from Amazon to PO Box 1401 

Fort Mill SC 29716-1401. 

 Collect items in your 

neighborhood to deliver 

Current needs, in addition to 

PB&J, include: Rice (1 pound 

and 2 pound bags/boxes), 

Canned Pasta ( Spaghetti-Os 

and Chef Boyardee) , Canned 

Soup, Canned Green Beans, 

Instant Potatoes, Chicken 

Helper, Tuna Helper, Muffin 

Mix, Cake Mix, Cookie Mix.  

They are open MWF 9:00am 

until 12 noon.  

Please have the Care Center 

weigh your total donation and 

send the weight to Larry Terrell 

at larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net. 

UNITY WALKERS 

What is Unity Walkers? Unity Walkers will consist of small groups getting together 

on a scheduled basis to walk, share a short devotional and enjoy fellowship with each 

other. Walks can be in your neighborhood, at church, or anywhere you wish to hold 

them! They can also be an opportunity to explore historical spots in Fort Mill or 

Rock Hill, the ASC Greenway, or even Glencairn Gardens. The fall session of 
Unity Walkers started September 28th and will continue until November 1st.  

Walkers will set distance goals and celebrate our improved fitness by taking part in 

CROP Hunger Walk on November 1st. This year Unity will do CROP Walk from 

the church using staggered start times to Socially Distance walkers. We will have 

different distances to match goals that you set.  

Check out and join the Facebook page for Unity Walkers for more information and 

let us know your interest. We will have information on our walk groups there as it 

becomes available. https://www.facebook.com/groups/999851260459958 

What does a leader do? Start a small walk group! Invite friends, family, Unity 

members, etc and pick a day, time and schedule that works best. Consider using the 
“Daily Devotions” from our pastors that are posted to the Unity Facebook page each 

morning, or any short devotional the group chooses. 

Want to Walk? Cindy Epps is planning to lead a Unity Walkers Group on weekday 

mornings. She wants your input on a good time / day for walking. Join our Facebook 

page for more information or contact Cindy Epps at eppscindy@gmail.com  if 

interested. 

Make a difference in your own life and the life of others by volunteering to lead a 

group! For more information or to volunteer, contact Don Rice 

at wdonrice@gmail.com or call/text 704.743.8755. 
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YEAR END GIVING CONSIDERATIONS 

Gifts of Appreciated Assets such as stocks bonds and mutual funds : When long-

term appreciated assets are donated to a non-profit charity like Unity, three benefits are 

realized. First, Unity gains the full value of the donated stock. Second, the donor can 

take an income tax deduction for the full fair-market value.  Third, the donor would 

likely avoid tax on the increased value of the asset.  

Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) : QCDs allow each owner of an IRA, who 

are age 70 ½ or older, to directly transfer up to $100,000 annually from an IRA to a 

charity, tax free.  Keep in mind it does not qualify if you take the disbursement and 

then donate to the charity.  It must be a direct transfer from the IRA.  Such transfers 

are not included in your adjusted gross income for income tax purposes, removing it 

from taxable income and potentially avoiding the loss of other tax benefits.  Since 

income is excluded a deduction is not allowed. 

Donor Advised Funds (DAF’s): DAF’s provide a simplified way to manage 

charitable giving with a dedicated account for charitable giving.  Upon transferring cash 

or securities to an IRS approved donor fund, you are eligible for an immediate tax 

deduction. The timing of contributions may provide a tax benefit to the donor.  The 

donor then retains flexibility to decide the amounts and timing of distributions from 

the fund to charitable organizations such as Unity.   

We advise you seek the advice of your tax or financial professional for how these 

vehicles best apply to your personal situation. 

Matching Gifts: Please remember Unity during your 2020 benefits enrollment process. 

Many employers will provide a matching gift through your payroll charity giving or one

-time charitable gift.  

Contact Pam Bright for more information about supporting Unity’s missions and 

ministries at pbright@UnityFortMill.org or 803-547-5543. 

Please remember Unity in your estate planning.  Federal Tax ID #57-0360709 

CARING FOR OUR 

CONGREGATION  

CONGRATULATIONS to 

Don & Beth Rice in the birth of 

their granddaughter, Reagan 

Elizabeth DeKoster, on October 

2, 2020.  Parents are Jason & 

Leslie DeKoster, and proud big 

brother is Andrew. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is 

extended to Stacey Kuhn and 

family in the death of his mother, 

Tillie Kuhn, on September 16, 

2020. 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is 

extended to Tracey Templeton 

and family in the death of her 

father, Ronald Brevard Cousart, 

on September 24, 2020. 
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MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT: MEN’S MINISTRY 

UNITY MEN’S MINISTRY provides opportunities for spiritual growth, 

fellowship, and to use our time and talents to provide service to the church and the 

community.  We meet monthly for breakfast, a devotional, and to report on and 

plan our service projects. 

Accomplishments (Since March 1) 

 Transformed monthly breakfast meetings into virtual meetings using Zoom. 

 Expanded Peanut Butter & Jelly collection to include all types of food and 

supplies for Fort Mill Care Center with a total collection to date in 2020 of 5,341 pounds. 

 For Youth, we have provided food for high school prayer breakfast. 

 We have also started a new Men's Bible Study and conducted ToY (Thinking 

of You) Ministry events in May and August: in which we baked and delivered 

cookies to 10-14 men at their homes.  

 Supported two Second Harvest food distribution events with volunteers and 

funding, serving an average of 200 families per event. 

Future Plans (Through December) 

 Provide food for another high school prayer breakfast 

 Community engagement includes exploring ways to build bridges with local community through Historic Paradise 

Foundation and supporting a Habitat for Humanity workday.  

 Assist with food drop-off and delivery for "Sharing God's Bounty" Thanksgiving food drive for Fort Mill Care Center 

 We also look forward to continuing our ToY Ministry, providing a hot dog dinner for the Christmas auction, and 

providing two bicycles for Christmas Angel Tree project 

Want to get involved or learn more? Contact Larry Terrell at larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net or call (803) 548-7179. 



 

Emergency Pastoral Line 
803.280.1075 

 
 
 

Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

 
 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 11:00 a.m.—Worship service  

Dear friends,  

 

I am excited to share with you some news that was approved by the Session at their stated meeting on September 28th. 
Recognizing the ways in which Rev. Lindsay White’s responsibilities have adapted and grown over her time at Unity, the 
Session changed Lindsay’s job title to Associate Pastor with a more clearly defined job description. Lindsay will join me as a 
pastor to the entire congregation, with particular focus on congregational care, youth ministry leadership, and confirmation. 
As she continues to participate in worship, Lindsay will add the ministries of coordinating home communion, coordinating 
Unity’s virtual and online worship engagement, and support for the ministry of the deacons.  

 

With the vitality and importance of youth ministry to our entire congregation, the Session also approved a new full-time 
position of “Director of Youth Ministries and Outreach.” This position will take some responsibilities Lindsay previously 
held as well as some roles formally filled by Nancy Nutter. The Director of Youth Ministries and Outreach will focus on 
spiritual nourishment and growth for youth through Sunday School, Youth Group, Bible Studies, and Prayer Breakfast; 
building relationships with youth and their families; and retreats/trips/conferences. The Director of Youth Ministries and 
Outreach will provide staff support to the Outreach Ministry Team for our local, domestic, and global mission partnerships 
and seek to engage increasingly greater numbers of congregation members in hands-on ministry and outreach. 

 

These are exciting changes for our church as we continue to follow Christ’s call in this new 
day and new world. Lindsay is already serving in most of these ministry areas with excellence 
and I am grateful for the Session’s vision to recognize her ministry and to deepen our 
commitment to youth in our church and community. Please join me in praying for Lindsay 
and the person whom God will call to join our ministry team. Take a step of faith to support 
this vision with your time, your talents, and your financial resources. God is doing great things 
in our midst and I am so grateful for the opportunity to share them with you. 

 

God bless, Matt  


