
 

 

 

 

 

 

August 24, 2020 

Dear Parents of rising 8th graders, 

This year, your student is invited to be a part of the Confirmation Class of 2021! In the Presbyterian Church USA, we typically baptize 

infants or younger children to display that God claims us and loves us before we can decide for ourselves. In baptism, the congregation 

and families make promises to love and guide the child and to teach the child how to be a follower of God. In Confirmation, our youth 

have the opportunity to explore how their own faith is growing and forming within them, and to confirm the promises made on their 

behalf in baptism. Throughout the year, through Sunday School, a retreat, and sessions with their sponsor group, our 8th graders will 

have the chance to honestly explore what it is they believe so that in May, they can stand for themselves and declare that faith. 

As we prepare to embark on this journey together, I would like to make note of a couple of things. First, this journey belongs truly to 

our youth. This is their chance to state their beliefs individually, not as a representative of their parents’ or grandparents’ or siblings’ or 

friends’ beliefs, but as their own individual belief. Difficult though it may be, our roles as family members are to support and encourage, 

to challenge and guide, but ultimately not to give answers, to punish, or to become angry. Many students are not ready to make this 

commitment in 8th grade, and we do offer Confirmation again for older youth on an as-needed basis. The decision to wait for another 

year is one we will make together; you cannot fail Confirmation. This is the one opportunity that many of these students will ever receive 

to spend almost a full year analyzing, dissecting, and introspecting on their own personal beliefs, and whatever comes out of that or 

how quickly that process occurs is unique to each individual. I have attached a list of guidelines for the journey. I would encourage each 

family to take a look at these guidelines and use them as a barometer with which to measure each student’s participation in the 

Confirmation Journey. While we will not be “failing” anyone based on their ability to adhere to these guidelines, we will be using these 

guidelines to inform and inspire conversations with each student about their progress. 

As you can imagine, COVID-19 continues to throw us curve balls as we prepare for the school year. The majority of our events will take 

place from December onward, hopefully to create opportunities for us to have as normal a Confirmation experience as possible. 8th 

graders will continue in Sunday School with all of Middle School; these classes will be weekly via Zoom from 12:15-1:00 pm. Once a 

month, on Super Sunday, these classes will be in-person (please see the schedule for more information). In February, the Confirmation 

class will separate out to study Presbyterian Theology and History during Sunday School; these lessons are more specific to the 

Confirmation Journey, and youth are not likely to have other classes on this same material. As our church continues to navigate the 

Regathering process, I will be in touch with any changes that may occur to our schedule. 

Additionally, I will be on maternity leave for a good portion of the late winter/spring season. During that time, Dannie Vaughn will serve 

as the Confirmation Captain. Questions and concerns can come through her. I intend to return in time for the Confirmation Dinner and 

Confirmation Sunday. 

I am looking forward with great hope and enthusiasm for this journey, and I join many others as I keep our 8th graders in my prayers 

throughout the year. 

 

Yours most sincerely, 

 

Rev. Lindsay White 

Associate Pastor for Youth 

Unity Presbyterian Church 

LWhite@UnityFortMill.org 


