
 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  
we glorify God through 
worship, nurture, and    
service to all people. 

Life at Unity 
August 18, 2020 

UNITY WELCOMES 16 NEW CONFIRMANDS 

Unity Presbyterian Church welcomes 16 new members as our Confirmation Class of 

2020 was received by the Session on Monday, August 10 via Zoom. This class will be 

celebrated with a drive-in style celebration for families and sponsors on Tuesday, 

August 18 at 7:30 pm; that celebration will be recorded and parts of it will be used in 

worship on Sunday, August 23, when we will recognize by name and welcome our 

confirmands into membership as a part of online worship that day.  

The Confirmation Class of 2020 includes these new members: Kaylie Bossert, 

Catherine Bowman, Allie Cardozo, Emory Carter, Jackson Chamberlain, Mackenzie 

Fish, Mary Hart, Lauren Meyer, Jackson Rozelle, Georgia Sharpless, Wiley Spinner, Ian 

Stokes, Ben Sullivan, Camille Welfare, James Welfare, and Meredith Welfare. We are so 

excited for the ways this group will be getting involved in our congregation! 

During worship on August 23, we will be using excerpts from the Confirmation 

Statements of Faith as our Affirmation of Faith in worship. Pastor Lindsay and the 

Youth Ministry Team are so proud of the thoughtfulness and faithfulness and tireless 

hard work of the Confirmation Class of 2020! 

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is 
extended to Chuck Epps and 
family in the death of his 
mother, Hazel Whitehead 
Epps, on August 13, 2020. 

 

 

THANK YOU to all who came 
to church after Sunday’s 
Congregational Meeting. We 
hope everyone enjoyed the 
opportunity to meet Dr. Matt & 
his family and welcome them to 
Unity Presbyterian Church.  

 

A special thank you to everyone 
involved in making this past 
Sunday run smoothly behind the 
scenes. From the team behind 
our Zoom technology and voting 
to those who donated and passed 
out ice cream and last but 
certainly not least, the Children’s 
Ministry Team for the “Blessings 
Tags” and family prayers.  



 

A NOTE FROM  
CONGREGATIONAL 

CARE 
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AUGUST 23: YOUTH SUNDAY 

IT’S KICKBALL TIME: All middle and high school youth are invited to a socially 

distanced game of kickball at Walter Elisha Park! Join us on Sunday, August 23 at 

7:00pm. Don’t forget to bring your mask, sunscreen and a bottle of water. We will be 

sure to bring some extra water and popsicles for a treat. Sign up is required and we 

hope to see you there!  

The Prayer Shawl Group is 

looking for some new 

seamstresses and knitters to join 

them in sewing or knitting prayer 

shawls.  Please reach out to 

Paula Jackson if you are 

interested  

YOUTH SUNDAY IS COMING!! On Sunday, August 23, our youth will lead 

worship virtually! Visit this sign-up to learn more about the options: https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D49AEAD28ABFD0-youth9 .  

For Youth Sunday, we will pre-record worship in short videos at home (or you can 

make an appointment with Pastor Lindsay to record your video at the church). The 

videos (listed on the sign-up genius) are all the different parts of worship that we 

normally have, plus a few fun surprise videos. Once you sign up for a part of worship 

you’d like to do, you’ll receive an email from Pastor Lindsay with specific instructions 

about what to read and how to record and send your individual videos. All videos are 

due Wednesday, August 19. The worship service will premiere live on Sunday, August 

23 at 11:00 am on YouTube and Facebook. 

All youth participants must have a photo release on file at the church. Note for parents: 

our services are uploaded to YouTube publicly and are available via our website and 

Facebook page. We will not publish names or identifiers in the uploaded videos, but we 

will publish names in the bulletin. If you would prefer your child’s name not be 

published, contact Pastor Lindsay. 

DID SOMEONE SAY KICKBALL? 

SIGN UP HERE: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0D49AEAD28ABFD0-youth10. 

SECOND HARVEST 
FOOD BANK: 

AUGUST 25 

Join your  Unity family as we 

serve others for a Second 

Harvest Food Delivery on 

Unity’s Campus.  The truck is to 

be here at 1pm so please plan to 

be at the church by 1pm.  We 

may be setting up tents to help 

give us some shade while we 

work.  As always, dress for the 

weather and bring water, gloves, 

and your mask.   

Please RSVP to Cindy Epps or 

Jim Boyd.  It is important to 

RSVP so we can plan.  
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EARLY SEPTEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

  
1 -- Niko Dela Cruz; Marie 
Gilmore; Davis Stubbs; Katelyn 
Thomas  
 
2 -- Hayes W. Jones; Steve 
Mannell; Dan Rogers  
 
3 -- Danielle Kilbarger; Butch 
Martin; Cathy Schaefer  
 
4 -- Annie Case; Maddison Hall; 
Katie Veltri  
 
5 -- Judy Ballentine; Melissa 
Davis; Jordan Dye; Danny 
Gambrell; Avery Hopfer; Mary 
Montabana  
 
6 -- Audrey Allan; Kaylie Bossert; 
Karen Fuqua; Mckenzie Godfrey; 
Camden Hall; Katherine Jones; 
Parker Michael; Courtney 
Templeton  
 
7 -- Sadie Davis; Logan Pratt; 
Riley Shaftner; Greyson Woods  
 
8 -- Caroline Gaither; Chris 
Henley; Hunter Pratt  
 
9 -- Eric Fricke; Ally Helms; Earl 
Pettit; Rachel Scott; Jim Weller  
 
10 -- Eloise Blackwell; Jennifer 
Bowman; Annie Cole; Butch 
Cowart; Gloria Honeycutt; 
Jonathan Lake; Joe Reilly; Jerry 
Walker  
 
11 -- Rose Berens; Pam Kay  
 
12 -- Sue Bayer; Sammy Pecarro; 
Tracy Sullivan; Keith Veltri  
 
13 -- Shawn Coleman; Sara 
Durso; Caroline Ficklen; William 
Mix; Leanne Olinger; Presley 
Teague  
 
14 -- Elizabeth Bagwell; Wyatt 
Bagwell; Derrick Morgan; Asher 
Pressley; Georgia Sharpless  
 
15 -- Lisa Cowart; Jacob Henley  

THE AMERICAN RED CROSS is 

so grateful to all our partners that 

continue to stand with us through the 

evolution of the Coronavirus Disease 

2019 (COVID-19). Hundreds of 

thousands of donors and blood drive 

hosts have responded to the call to 

support the lifesaving mission and we can’t thank you enough! 

 

Your commitment to host a blood drive with the American Red Cross truly made a 

difference!  Your team registered 49 total donors, collected 47 pints of blood and 

recruited 12 first-time donors. Your efforts have helped boost the community blood 

supply and ensure hospital patients have the lifesaving blood they need.  

NEXT BLOOD DRIVE: NOVEMBER 17 

ENTERING A NEW SCHOOL YEAR 

Across our community, families and schools preparing for a new school year in 

these uncertain times of pandemic know that anxiety is high. As a church family we 

make promises at baptism to love and support not only the children of our church, 

but also the parents, assisting them in the nurture of their children. It is time for us 

to draw near our students, parents, educators, and administrators in prayer. 

We invite our entire congregation to participate in a Back to School Prayer and 

Vesper Service on Wednesday, August 19 at 7 PM. The service will be broadcast live 

(not pre-recorded) from the sanctuary and can be accessed on the church website. 

The service will include scripture, hymns, a brief homily from Dr. Matt Rich, and a 

time of prayer and blessing for students, parents, and educators. We hope you will 

join us for this important time as we live out our baptismal promises and witness to 

God’s care in these challenging days. 
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SUPPORTING OUR COMMUNITY: Last month, we delivered 631 lbs of peanut 

butter and jelly, other food, toiletries, and supplies to the Fort Mill Care Center.  The 

Men's Ministry thanks you for this generous support of our neighbors! Please 

continue to support the Care Center in the following ways: 

· Deliver donations directly to the Care Center at 2760 Old Nation Road, Fort Mill. 

· Mail items or direct ship from Amazon to PO Box 1401 Fort Mill SC 29716-1401. 

· Collect items in your neighborhood and deliver them to the Care Center. 

The Care Center is open MWF 9:00 AM to noon. They are receiving donated items 

during their regular hours. Please use the gravel drive in front of the building.  

Additional needs include: Green Beans, Dish Soap, Muffin/Cake/Cookie Mix, Meals 

in a box such as Chicken Helper and Tuna 

Helper, 1 pound bags/boxes of Rice, 

individually wrapped Toothbrushes, and 

Toothpaste.  

Please have the Care Center weigh your 

total donation and send the weight to Larry 

Terrell, larry.terrell@sbcglobal.net. 

PEANUT BUTTER JELLY UPDATE MEDICAL  
EQUIPMENT NEEDS 

While our campus remains 

closed, please contact Carol 

Heim 803-517-8501 if you need 

to borrow an item from the 

Medical Equipment Closet. In 

the event we do not have the 

item, The Caring Closet at 

Hospice and Community Care, 

2275 India Hook Road, Rock 

Hill, 803-329-1500 is now open 

on Tuesday and Thursday from 

10AM - 1PM for lending out 

free medical equipment and 

taking in items for donation.  

Per Unity COVID-19 guidelines, 

we are not accepting donated 

equipment at this time, only 

lending it out, but request that 

you save it until we are fully 

operational again.  

CONNECTIONS CLASSES 

If you are new to the congregation or considering joining and want to learn more, this 

class is for you! Contact Nancy Nutter at NNutter@UnityFortMill.org for more info. 

OPEN POSITION: 
CHURCH SEXTON 

This full time and non-exempt 

position is regularly scheduled to 

work 40-hours per week. To view 

the full job description, visit  

www.unityfortmill.org/about-us/

employment-opportunities.  

Want to learn more? Email Jacob 

Saylor, jsaylor@unityfortmill.org.  



 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

BLESSINGS TAGS: If you missed out on picking up a backpack tag or device 

sticker to start school, drop by the church between 12-5 pm this Wednesday, Aug 19 

and text Ms. Kathryn when you are in the front circle at 803-417-2962. She’ll come 

out and bring you your choice of a tag or sticker and a copy of some prayers to use to 

start school. 

SHARING OUR STORIES OF FAITH continues through August. Keep an eye 

out in the Friday worship email for the Zoom link and login information. Up next, we 

will hear stories from Patty Barron (August 23) and Bob Mobley (August 30).  

FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL for adults begins Sept 13. Current opportunities:  

§ Unity class, meets via Zoom at 10:00 am each Sunday morning and studies one of 

the lectionary scriptures for the week 

§ Why Christian? Class, meets on Sundays at 4:00 pm on Zoom. They will read and 

discuss the book, “A Bigger Table: Building Messy, Authentic and Hopeful 

Spiritual Community.”  

NOTE: Adults of all ages are welcome to join either group. For Zoom info, contact 

Kathryn McGregor at kmcgregor@unityfortmill.org 
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COMING SOON! 

STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE 

Thanks to Debbie Matthews for her contributions to our  Stephen Ministry 

Program! Debbie was one of the initial Stephen Ministry Leaders at our church. She 

is taking a break from service, but we hope to have her join us again soon 

Our first Stephen Leaders were Jeannie Bickett, Debbie Matthews, Beverly Tysinger 

and John Young. After attending a week long workshop they had the task of 

educating the church about the Stephen Ministry program, initiating the program, 

recruiting Stephen Ministers, training Stephen Ministers, matching trained Stephen 

Ministers with care receivers, and supporting and supervising Stephen Ministers. 

They have done a remarkable job.   

Stephen Ministry at Unity continues to help those in 

need. Stephen Ministers are lay congregation 

members trained to provide one-to-one care to those 

experiencing a difficult time in life, such as grief, 

divorce, job loss, chronic or terminal illness, 

relocation or other situations where help is needed, 

bringing Christ’s love and care to people during a 

time of need.   

New small group opportunities 

for adults for fall and children’s 

programming. Watch the 

newsletter and announcement 

sheets for a schedule of events 

and registration information.  

CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING UPDATE 

Thank you to all who 

participated in the 

Congregational Meeting on 

Sunday, August 16th for the 

purpose of changing the terms 

of call for Rev. Lindsay White to 

reflect a 3% raise given to all 

church staff and to elect the 

Nominating Committee. Both 

items were approved. 



 

Emergency Pastoral Line 
803.280.1075 
 
 
 

Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 
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JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 11:00 a.m.—Worship service  

Dear Friends, 

Several years ago, during the fall, one of my favorite television commercials would run on all the networks. While the song, 

“It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year,” played in the background, a father would be jumping, skipping, and riding a 

shopping cart through an office supply store. Children would look with disdain as their parents rejoiced in buying paper, 

pens, pencils, and notebooks so that they could send their children back to school after summer vacation. This year, we 

know that the return to school brings a host of emotions - celebration and anxiety, excitement and fear, uncertainty and 

creativity. We have to be intentional about finding reasons to celebrate.  

This week I invite you to imagine that father riding a shopping cart and think about the occasions in our church’s life that 

cause you to celebrate. For as we find in James 1:17, “Every good gift, every perfect gift, comes from above. These gifts 

come from the Father” (CEB). Every good gift, every perfect gift, everything worth celebrating is a gift to us from God.  

God is showering blessings down upon Unity Presbyterian Church. As we recognize these 

good gifts from God, it is time to celebrate. In this issue of Life at Unity you will find some 

of the reasons to celebrate - confirmation students making their public profession of faith, 

Youth Sunday, Second Harvest Food Delivery, the Blood Drive, and our next Connections 

Class for new members. What would you add to that list? Where do you see God at work in 

our midst? What causes you to run and skip and jump for joy? For, every good gift, every 

perfect gift comes from above. It is a gift of grace. Thanks be to God!  

See you Sunday! Matt 

 


