
 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  
we glorify God through 
worship, nurture, and    
service to all people. 

Life at Unity 
September 1, 2020 

CHOOSE YOUR OWN ADVENTURE: FALL FAITH FORMATION 

Our Children’s, Youth and Adult Ministry Teams have put much effort into how to 

best provide programming with both at-home and in-person opportunities for this Fall 

and are excited to have programming to meet everyone’s needs.   

CHILDREN: Providing a “Growing in God’s Love” story Bible to each family with 

children ages 4k thru 5th grade, we challenge you to read one Bible story and have one 

faith based conversation each week. Weren’t able to pickup your Bible at the church 

this weekend? Children’s Ministry Team members will deliver Bibles to remaining 

families this week. Questions? Email KMcGregor@unityfortmill.org. 

YOUTH: From youth group and Sunday school to our new confirmation class, we are 

excited for the upcoming programming for our youth which includes both in-person 

and virtual options. New classes also include a Sports Fanatics small group and prayer 

breakfasts with our high schoolers.  

ADULTS: From once a month to weekly Bible studies, book clubs and now even run 

clubs, we have something for everyone! New this Fall, we will host Run with Unity, 

Messy Motherhood: A Time to Un(wine)d and the Inspired book study in addition to 

nearly 10 other classes to get involved.  

Ready to get back to church? So are we! Both children and youth programming will 

include “Super Sundays,” coming together on the last Sunday each month for 

fellowship and fun. Registration and social distancing required.  

For all faith formation opportunities, visit https://unityfortmill.org/ministries/

faith-formation-fall-programming/. 

DID YOU KNOW 

Unity helped 31 households 
with rental and utility 
assistance last year?   
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DIMES FOR HUNGER: 2020 CHALLENGE 

The Unity Presbyterian Church Officer Nominating Committee will soon begin their 

work of discerning those whom God is calling to serve as Ruling Elders and Deacons. 

They ask you to prayerfully submit names for consideration to serve as deacons and 

elders for three-year terms. These officers will serve as loving ministers and spiritual 

leaders for our congregation. 

The Officer Nominating Committee consists of: Kathryn Glenn (Elder), Dannie 

Vaughn (Elder), Elaine Evans (Deacon), James Bunge (Deacon), Darlene Williams 

(Women of Unity), John Rogers (Men’s Ministry), Ned Chamberlain (Member At-

Large), Butch Martin (Member-At-Large), Owen Pope (Youth). 

Names for consideration can be sent by email to Nominations@UnityFortMill.org and 

are due by Sunday, September 13th. 

Thank you for your prayers and your nominations! In addition to their names, please 

describe the spiritual gifts and other characteristics that led you to nominate these 

individuals to serve.  

DIMES FOR HUNGER: 
2020 CHALLENGE 

 

Dimes for Hunger began in 

our presbytery in 1977 when 

most of the textile mills in our 

area closed, and many people 

who lost their jobs were unable 

to feed themselves and their 

families.  The plan was simple: 

ask each member in each of 

our churches to give one dime 

– per meal – per day for the 

month of September.  The 

offering would be used to help 

provide food for our 

neighbors who were 

hungry.  Why do we continue 

to do this?  Christ told his 

disciples to “give them 

something to eat.” 

Unity members have 

contributed almost $123,000 to 

this program since 1986. It’s 

important to remember that 

100% of your DFH gift goes 

to feed the hungry. When you 

share your dimes, you share 

your love and compassion for 

others. This special offering 

will be collected from 

September 1 thru October 4. 

In this year of COVID-19, the 

challenges are even greater, so 

our goals need to be 

greater. Can each of you plan 

on giving 20 CENTS per 

meal this year?  (That’s about 

$18/person.) Help spread your 

love by feeding those in need 

during this critical time.  
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LATE SEPTEMBER 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

16 -- Holland Carter; Anna 
Gosney; Lena Hall; Ed Martin; 
Matt Standley  
 
17 -- Jessie Little; Ethan Morse  
 
18 -- Freda Garver; Karen 
Hoops; Amanda Masters  
 
19 -- Evan Cioni; Bayles Mack; 
Elise Welfare; Don Young  
 
20 -- Joyce Berger; Dominic 
Frattaroli; Emily Hermanns; 
Jason Honeycutt; GiGi Stokes 
 
21 -- Beth McCrae; Matt 
Stempler  
 
22 -- Dana Berger; Libby Jane 
Egnor; Jenny Fike; Tommy 
Hagood; Evan Lake; Jessica 
Martin; Amy Menchaca; Miles 
Prescott  
 
23 -- Jim Boyd; John Little; 
Brooks Mix; Nils Steika  
 
24 -- Michael Anderson; Caroline 
Cole; Sylvia Coleman; Valerie 
Pettit; Cathy Weaver  
 
25 -- Bill Vierstra  
 
26 -- Mike Berens; Jodi 
Blackwood; Josh Patterson; 
Stephanie Smith; Jim Webb; Eric 
Wellford  
 
27 -- Lisa Pait; Stuart Swinford; 
Ashton Wolfe  
 
28 -- Emily Bagwell; Catherine 
Bowman; Nikki Conley; Chad 
Cordell  
 
29 -- Bailey Masters; Andy 
Thomas  
 
30 -- Cheryl Dammann; Priscilla 
Emmert; Michaela Fish; Jules 
Fox; Georgia Menchaca; Emma 
Renken   

OPEN POSITION & NEW SCHOOL YEAR: Unity Preschool is excited to 

begin our 15th year this fall!  We will be opening the first week of October.  We have 

a few openings in our Three's and Four's classes if you would like to join us this 

fall.  We are also looking for an Assistant Teacher in our Three's class on Tuesday 

thru Thursday.  For more information about our Preschool program and our 

Assistant position, visit www.preschoolatunity.com.  

Questions? Email Linda Bunge at preschoolatunity@gmail.com.  

PRESCHOOL AT UNITY 

COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE 

We hope you have noticed our communications look a little bit different these days! 

We have started utilizing Constant Contact for our email distribution which allows 

us to provide more concise and efficient communications to each of you…. And we 

can even include hyperlinks! Please be sure to check your spam filter for the next 

few weeks as we move over to this new system and white list our emails from 

Constant Contact. If you have any ideas of how to improve our email 

communications, don’t hesitate to email commspecialist@unityfortmill.org.  
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THANK YOU 

IT TAKES A VILLAGE to help run programming, Zoom calendars, create worship 

videos, manage technology behind the scenes and so much more!   

A huge thank you to our staff and team behind the scenes who have graciously taken on 

the challenge of learning new technology, mastering new programs and stepping into 

the unknown to ensure worship and programming continue at Unity! 

Join us in thanking the following: 

Lindsay White: Newly appointed videographer and technology support for our entire 

staff and congregation. Without Lindsay’s time and talents over the past months, we 

would not have been able to pull off virtual worship. 

Kathryn McGregor: Zoom aficionado and master scheduler. Kathryn has taken on the 

ever-changing task of ensuring all ministry groups are able to meet and stay connected 

via technology! 

Margaret Monroe: Margaret spends countless hours each week coordinating, editing 

and producing videos to continue bringing our choir and music into your homes.  

Melissa Dye: has been key in keeping our Children in Worship program running 

during our time out of the church, as she and Kathryn record CIW videos each week for 

our children and families to enjoy at home.  

Sarah Hopfer: Communication is key during a time when face to face interaction is a 

challenge. Sarah ensures our social media, newsletters and website contain the most up 

to date, relevant information for our members.  

THANK YOU to everyone who has been a part of ensuring programming and worship 

continue since March. It takes a village and at Unity, we have the best village!  

Hello Second Harvest 
Volunteers, 

 

Jim and I wanted to thank all 

Second Harvest Volunteers for 

helping on Tuesday, August 

25th. 

 

We really had a huge 

crowd.  Many waited in line for a 

long time. They were double 

parked all the way to the end of 

the circle. We are very happy to 

say that all received some food. 

We had lots of ham and more 

ham. Ha!! There were sweet 

potatoes, corn, cereals, cake 

mixes, ham, sausage, bacon, and 

milk. 

 

We heard sad stories from 

many.  One woman was almost 

on empty.  She said after she got 

her food she would have to go 

home and stay for several days 

until her check came in the mail. 

 

This will be our last Second 

Harvest for our church and 

Jerusalem Baptist until 2021. 

 

Thanks again, 

Cindy and Jim 
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Walk Group Leaders 
Needed for Unity Walkers: 

What is Unity Walkers? Unity 

Walkers will consist of small 

groups getting together on a 

scheduled basis to walk, share a 

short devotional and enjoy 

fellowship with others. Walks 

can be in your neighborhood, at 

church, or anywhere you wish 

to hold them! They can also be 

an opportunity to explore 

historical spots in Fort Mill or 

Rock Hill, the ASC Greenway, 

or even Glencairn 

Gardens. The fall session of 
Unity Walkers will start 
September 28th and will 
continue to the end of 

October.  

What does a leader do? Start a 

small walk group! Invite friends, 

family, Unity members, etc. and 

pick a day, time and schedule 

that works best. Consider using 

the “Daily Devotions” from our 

pastors that are posted to the 

Unity Facebook page each 

morning, or any short 

devotional the group chooses. 

Make a difference in your own 

life and the life of others by 

volunteering to lead a group! 

For more information or to 

volunteer, contact Don Rice 

at wdonrice@gmail.com or 

call/text 704.743.8755. 

FROM THE SESSION 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM SESSION MEETING - AUGUST 24, 2020 

Session continues to meet monthly (by Zoom video) during this time of COVID-

19. At its recent August meeting several positive actions were taken. A brief 

summary of those approvals are listed below: 

Recommendations by the Re-Gathering Team were approved. The first approval 

allowed the number of people gathering as a group for outdoor meetings to increase 

from 9 to 15 individuals. Physical distancing and other precautions still must be 

followed. The Re-Gathering Team also submitted Phase B recommendations related 

to in-person (indoor) worship. Session approved the Phase B plan but did not set a 

date for implementation due to current COVID conditions. The Re-Gathering 

Team and Session will continue to monitor COVID cases and trends. As the 

numbers and trends go down, a time table for Phase B will be organized. Finally, the 

Team noted that they are looking at guidelines for outdoor worship services on 

Wednesday evenings. They will report back to Session in September. 

The Administrative Team gained approval for a Manual of Operations, Corporate 

and Church By-Laws. 

Adult curriculum for Sunday school and Bible study classes was approved. The 

recommendation came from the Adult Discipleship Ministry Team. 

The Outreach Ministry Team presented a motion that the annual Dimes for 

Hunger offering be received from September 1 to October 4, 2020 (which is World 

Communion Sunday.) Session approved. 

The Human Resources Team gained approval of a revised Employee Manual. 

The manual will be shared with staff during September. 

The Building & Grounds Ministry Team received approval for completing the 

original concept of the Columbarium. An additional 24 niches will be constructed 

on an existing pad alongside the covered walkway.  



 

Emergency Pastoral Line 
803.280.1075 
 
 
 

Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 
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JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 11:00 a.m.—Worship service  

Dear Friends, 

“I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours of my day in prayer.” Those words are attributed to the 

Protestant Reformer Martin Luther when he was asked about his morning prayers. Luther was famous for beginning his day 

with two hours of prayer, but on busy days he would spend an extra hour praying. Yes, Luther knew the importance of 

beginning his day in conversation with God. 

How do you begin your day? I will admit that I do not begin my days with three hours of prayer. However, prayer is an 

essential part of my morning routine. While some people use devotional books or personal study of scripture, I have found 

daily email devotions work best for me. I subscribe to two different devotions which provide scripture and a short reflection 

that lead me into conversation with God.  

God is surely present with us when as a congregation and community we read scripture and pray together. For the last 

several years, to encourage beginning each day with scripture and prayer, I have written 

daily short devotions. These devotions lead toward the preaching text for Sunday or follow 

a theme for a particular church season. We are sharing these devotions on the Unity 

Presbyterian Church Facebook page each morning and I encourage you to incorporate 

them into your practices of daily prayer. We are considering other ways to make these 

devotions available, so if you cannot access them on Facebook please let me know. 

Together, let us pray and let all God’s people say, “Amen!” 

God bless, Matt 


