
 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  
we glorify God through 
worship, nurture, and    
service to all people. 

Life at Unity 
August 4, 2020 

A LETTER FROM SENIOR PASTOR, REV. DR. MATT RICH 

Dear Friends, 

I am very excited to begin ministry with you at Unity Presbyterian Church as your new 

pastor. While these are unusual days with the pandemic, we can still find ways to meet 

and get to know one another. Here are a few ways we can connect: 

Office Days and Hours - my normal office days will be Monday - Thursday.  Before 

stopping by, please call or email to be sure I'm available as Unity is in Phase A of the 

regathering.  

Chats with Matt - I am setting aside several afternoons each week for casual 30-

minute meetings with congregation members. We can meet at the church, by ZOOM 

or phone, or (if you're comfortable) I can come by your home and talk with you on 

your porch or front lawn. Email Debbie Butler at dsbutler@unityfortmill.org, or call 

803-322-5135 to sign up for an available time. 

Lunch - can we find a restaurant to eat outside, get takeout, or even plan a picnic? 

Let's be creative because as Presbyterians we have to eat! 

Drive by Meet and Greet the Rich Family on Sunday, August 16th - After 

dropping off your ballots for a congregational meeting on August 16 (info on page 3), 

drive by to meet our family! Join us as we enjoy a “sweet treat” of ice cream 

sandwiches or popsicles.  Don’t miss the chance to celebrate the end of summer and 

the beginning of a new era at Unity with your church family.  

If none of these times work for you, call or email and we'll find another way to get 

together. 

We are working on some other new ways to connect with daily devotions sent via 

email and Facebook, short video messages to introduce Sunday worship, and some 

livestream services. Watch for more information soon!  

God bless, 

Matt 



 

STAY TUNED, NEW 
PROGRAMMING 

COMING! 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

SUMMER PROGRAMMING 

YOUTH MINISTRY: The Youth Ministry Team will be releasing information about 

youth events in August by August 9. Stay tuned to the Announcements sheet and 

website for more information.  

“What opportunities has this 

time of pandemic provided for 

you and your family?” Our 

children’s, youth and adult 

ministry teams are hard at work 

using our creativity and 

imagination to discern 

opportunities for new ministry 

ideas and faith formation during 

this time of pandemic.  

In August we will announce a 

smorgasbord of options - virtual, 

small groups (outdoors & 

socially distanced), and some 

available to engage at your 

leisure. There will be a variety of 

Bible studies, book studies, at 

home devotion materials, and 

age group Fellowship events this 

fall as we continue to be the 

church and grow in faith, 

together, outside the walls of our 

buildings.  

Current ideas include Scavenger 

Hunts, Bingo Cards, Super 

Sunday Events, Prayer Groups, 

Mom’s Study Group, Book 

Study on Racism and Faith, etc.  

Want to help or have a great idea 

for a family event or engaging 

small group topic? Email 

KMcGregor@UnityFortMill.org.  

FINDING GOD IN EVERYTHING:  Whether you are traveling or enjoying a 

summer at home, we invite your family to join us on a journey to find God in everyday, 

extraordinary life. Each week we encourage you to take photos, draw pictures, create 

crafts, and share how your family is #FindingGodAtUnity. Submit your photos via 

Facebook or email them to Kathryn McGregor.  

August 9: How You See God - “Be still and know that I am God!” Psalm 46:10  

August 16: God’s Love -“Praise the Lord! He is good. God’s love never fails.” Psalm 

136:1 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP: We know it is hard to worship with little ones at 

home, don’t miss out on our "Children in Worship" services in your home via 

YouTube!  

SHARING OUR STORIES OF FAITH:  “Sharing our Stories of Faith” will 

continue through August! Adults and youth are invited to join this class on Sunday 

mornings at 10:00 am via Zoom. Each week, a member of our congregation will share 

their story of faith and participants will have an opportunity to ask questions and 

discuss how their stories are connected. Keep an eye out for the Friday worship emails 

for details and links.                                               

Sharing our Stories of Faith has been extended through the end of August. All are 

invited to watch the story (link provided in the Friday worship email or available from 

Kathryn McGregor) and to join a group discussion with the speaker at 10:00 am each 

Sunday morning on Zoom.  

August 9 – Rev. Dr. Matt Rich; August 16 – Karen Bonds; August 23 – Patty Barron; 

August 30- Bob Mobley 
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LATE AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 
16 -- Sandra Bonds; Maren Coffman  
 
17 -- Pam Bright; Wes Gosney; 
Lewis Norman; David Rozelle; Sean 
Shamble; Suzanne Smith; Ansley 
Turner  
 
18 -- Harper Ennis; Jake Hill; Charlie 
Lake; Kara Miller; Geri Petitt; Bob 
Schaefer; Greg Smith  
 
19 -- Kim Fish; Kaitlyn Hall; Dan 
Mummey; Bruce Windham; Steele 
Loren Woodward  
 
20 -- Kristy Chmielinski; Sinclair 
Creech; Charlene Greyard; Amy 
Helms; Wayne Meyer; Kim Pittman  
 
21 -- Julia Benfield; Stephanie 
Hansen; Mia Smith; Janet Todd  
 
22 -- Taylor Bunge; Allie Cardozo; 
Mia Davis; John Young  
 
23 -- Anna Hines; Rhys Ivens-
Brown; Winona Kennedy; Angie 
McCrae; Wade Scott; Rusty Todd  
 
24 -- Lexi Bates; Skyler Grove 
Dehler Hart; Ansley McDonald; 
Kelly Reilly; Carolyn Rogers; Ken 
Tysinger; Julie Wells  
 
25 -- Zoey Hines; Lucille Lee; Peter 
Mummey  
 
26 -- Strat Lake; Quinn Miller; 
Reeves Robbins; Mary Shouse; Cate 
Tedford  
 
27 -- Matthew Bowman; Billy 
Bradford; Alexandra Evans; Mason 
Friedman; Chelsea Grove; Suzanne 
Kuebler; Madelyn Weeks  
 
28 -- Jennifer Thomas, Megan 
Watson  
 
29 -- Deanna Bradner; Charlie 
Konkus; Don Reichenbach; Alan 
Schaefer; Carrie Stocker; Trey 
Swainey; Catherine Woods  
 
30 -- Forrest Rozelle; Jacob Saylor; 
Jean Thies  
 
31 -- Logan Bennett; Liz Campo; 
Kristi Huddleson; Gail McElmoyle; 
Lynn Ringley; Diane Yarborough   

UPDATE RE: COVID PLANS 

Church leaders continue to monitor COVID-19 data in York County SC and 

Mecklenburg County NC for overall testing, trends of positive infection, 

hospitalizations, deaths, etc.  Based on this data and as of the July 27, 2020 Session 

meeting, the following update is provided on Session’s (and the Re-Gathering Team) 

actions.  

Phase A: Phase A Guidelines will stay in place through October 1, 2020.  Phase A 

guidelines allow for the church office to be open; staff to work on campus or at their 

home; and groups with nine or less individuals may schedule outdoor meetings by 

emailing Debbie Butler at dsbutler@unityfortmill.org.  Of course, anyone on the 

campus must follow physical distancing, wear masks, and take COVID precautions. 

Unity Preschool: Session has approved that Unity Preschool can open for the 2020-

21 school year.  In doing so, the preschool is reducing the number of children and 

classes by focusing on their older children.  In reviewing the Fort Mill School District 

calendar, Unity Preschool is targeting October 5 for its in-person opening.   

In-Person Worship: The Re-Gathering Team has shared a draft of its in-person 

worship plan with Session.  The plan would reduce the seating capacity of the 

sanctuary among taking many additional precautions to allow for a worship 

service.  The approach of this plan is to have everything (training, signage, supplies) 

ready to implement as soon as conditions permit a safe regathering.  Additional plans 

addressing other areas of congregational life are being considered and evaluated.   

Questions?  email at Re-Gathering@UnityFortMill.org.   
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HELPING IN HONDURAS 

The 2010 Sanctuary was a $6,200,000 building 

project that, except for the final group of organ 

pipes, was completed mid 2011. In June 2011 

we had a loan balance of $3,950,000 at a rate of 

4.95%.  

In July 2015 we refinanced the loan balance of 

$2,192,005 with the current terms of 3.49% on 

a 30 year amortization until a final balloon 

payment is due on July 5, 2022.  

The current balance, at June 30, 2020, on the 

loan is $1,509,973. 

Even During a Global Pandemic--We have a way for you to help the neediest of 

Hondurans. We need YOU to help us finish the Presbyterian Eye Clinic in Trinidad, 

Copan, Honduras, so that, when this pandemic is over, we can begin to have cataract 

surgery for the neediest residents in the community. Find out more   https://

providencepresby.files.wordpress.com/2020/07/eye20promo207-27-20.pdf 

2010 SANCTUARY 

Questions? Contact Pam Bright at pbright@unityfortmill.org.  

CHANGE FOR THE 
CHURCH 

It’s not too late to give to July’s 

special offering! Half of this 

year’s offering will be used to 

provide school supplies for 

children in need in the Fort Mill 

School District, and the other 

half will provide school supplies 

for displaced and refugee Syrian 

children in Syria and Lebanon.   

The Foundation for Fort Mill 

Schools is sponsoring 

the Classroom Ready project.  The 

aid for Syrian children is being 

coordinated by the Rock Hill 

Syria Working Group, a 

community group supported by 

Providence Presbytery, 

Winthrop University, area 

church leaders, public educators, 

and concerned citizens in York 

County.  

To give, visit KWWSV���

XQLW\IRUWPLOO�RUJ�JLYH�VSHFLDO-

RIIHULQJ���� 



 

ALBERT WHITE IS RETIRING: Albert 

joined our Unity family in 1984 and plans to 

retire by the end of this October.. During his 

tenure at Unity, he has brought an impeccable 

work ethic, passion, dedication and laughter to 

the campus.  

He takes great pride in his work and has made 

sure everything was ready for worship, Sunday 

School, events, meetings, and so much more. 

The Human Resources Team will share 

additional information about Albert’s retirement celebration in the very near future. 

 

A NEW ADDITION TO UNITY: A note 

from Pastor Lindsay:  It is with great joy that Alex 

and I announce to you all that we are expecting 

our first child, due February 1, 2021.  

Everyone is healthy and very excited to welcome 

this bundle of joy into our lives and our 

congregation.  

STAFF UPDATES 
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: AUGUST 16 

When dropping off your ballot on August 16, drive by to meet Dr. Matt and his 

family! Join us as we welcome them to Unity and enjoy a “sweet treat” of ice cream 

sandwiches or popsicles.  Don’t miss the chance to celebrate the end of summer and 

the beginning of a new era at Unity with your church family.   

IT’S TIME TO MEET DR. MATT! 

 A Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, August 16 at 12:30 pm via Zoom 

to elect this year's Congregational Nominating Committee and approve a salary 

increase included in the 20-21 budget for Pastor Lindsay. The congregation will 

receive the Zoom link to join in the coming weeks. To join via telephone, contact the 

church office to get the call-in phone number. Members will be expected to bring 

their ballots to the church from 2:00-3:00 pm after the meeting.  

OPEN POSITION: 
CHURCH SEXTON 

As Albert has announced his 

retirement, we begin the search for 

a new Church Sexton. 

This full time and non-exempt 

position is regularly scheduled to 

work 40-hours per week Sunday 

through Thursday 8:30am until 

4:30 pm and reports to the Chief 

Administrative Officer.  

This position supports the 

congregation by providing a clean 

and healthy environment 

(particularly noting the challenges 

of a COVID world) and limited 

facilities responsibilities. Doing so 

enables pastors, staff, and 

leadership to better serve the 

needs of all who visit the Unity 

Campus.  

The anticipated start date for this 

position is October 1, 2020. To 

view the full job description, visit  

www.unityfortmill.org/about-us/

employment-opportunities.  

Questions? Interest? Want to learn 

more? Contact Jacob Saylor via 

email at jsaylor@unityfortmill.org.  



 

COMMUNION THIS SUNDAY: On Sunday, August 9, 2020 we look forward to celebrating communion through 

virtual worship. We encourage you to bring to worship on Sunday morning elements of bread and juice to share as a 

family. You will need a plate and cups for everyone in your family. You can use bread, crackers, tortillas or anything that 

represents for you the bread of life. You can use juice of any kind, wine, soda, or even water – anything that represents 

for you the true vine which unites us together. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we look forward to celebrating this 

sacrament with you!  

Emergency Pastoral Line 
803.280.1075 
 
 
 

Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 
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JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 11:00 a.m.—Worship service  

CLASSROOM READY GEARS UP FOR BACK TO SCHOOL: Did you know that Classroom Ready provides free 

school supplies to students in need, right here in Fort Mill? They serve every school in the Fort Mill School District and are 

currently operating full force to get ready for the school year!  

Thank you to the Unity Youth Group and Tony Dehler Circle for 

donating 200 pencil cases for Classroom Ready!  If you'd still like to 

donate to Classroom Ready, monetary donations can be sent to the 

church office (Change for the Church) or you may consider donating 

through the Foundation for Fort Mill School's virtual school 

drive: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a084fafa62aa4fe3-

classroom1. 


