
Back to School Prayers for Unity Presbyterian Church 
 
 
Prayer for a New School Year: 
Thank you, God, for new opportunities to learn and grow whether it be in an actual classroom, 
a virtual classroom, or from our home. Be with our teachers, leaders, caregivers, and 
administrators as they guide us into the new school year. Give them the tools and energy to 
create engaging ways for all of us to learn and grow. Help us to open our hearts and minds to 
new ideas, new friends and leaders, and new ways of learning. Show us how to seek joy in all 
things.  
 
When things don’t go as planned, help us rejoice in the newness. When we have technical 
difficulties, help us rejoice in simple things like books and crayons. When we feel lonely or 
isolated, remind us that you are by our side. As we begin to explore the unknown of this school 
year, let us rejoice with new friends, in new ways of learning, in knowing that you are with us 
through it all.  
 
God of joy and light, pour out your blessing upon this student (these students). Bless their 
backpacks, Chromebooks and computers, virtual classrooms, school buildings, and all 
preparations that help build a strong and safe year for everyone. May you be a blessing and 
light in your new year! Go and light up the world! Amen. 
 
Going to School Blessing: 
Go into the world, your school and your home and be Christ’s light! 
Let your lights not be diminished in the midst of change. Let them find ways to shine even 
brighter. 
Be the light of love to all. 
Be the light of patience when days are long, when technology does not work, when new ways 
of doing things are hard. 
Be the light to shine on new ideas and new ways of learning. 
Be thankful for the lights of others who work hard to create fun, engaging, and challenging 
ways to lead our students. 
Be the light of joy for a new school year, new friends, and new ways of learning. 
Go into the world and shine bright with kindness, patience, energy and love! 
 
Adapted from “Back-to-School (or Virtual School) Blessing” by Kari Morgan on Association of Presbyterian Church Educators 
(https://apcenet.org/2020/08/02/back-to-school-or-virtual-school-blessing/?fbclid=IwAR1kg6iUnEDAQWRyKoJB-
fk9efWlcMcfYOjxTmQaIwyxdJxpii19DxF1XBo). 
 

Lament Prayer for a New School Year during Covid-19: 
Heavenly God, we come to you this school year with confusion, heavy hearts, frustration, and 
sadness. It isn’t what any of us expected nor wanted.  But we know that in You, we have 
hope. And we know that You can turn our sorrows into joy. So, with that in mind, we bring to 



you our concerns, needs and petitions, knowing that you will hear us and respond…(Add your 
specific prayers). 
 
Prayer for Going to School Online or Being Homeschooled:  
God who is with us in new beginnings, bless now this child (these children) who will be going to 
school online or who will be home schooled. We pray that they feel loved and connected. We 
pray for motivation, so that they are able to learn the material presented to them and we ask 
for your blessings upon them. Help them to find new ways to interact with friends and connect 
with their classmates and teachers, wherever they are. Hear our prayer, O Lord. We pray, God, 
that your loving arms are wrapped around everyone this school year, helping them feel loved 
and safe.  In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
Prayer for Children Going to School Buildings: 
Dear God, we pray for all the children who will be learning in person in school buildings. We 
pray you watch over them and we ask that you help them be responsible, good listeners and 
good learners. Help them be flexible and to adapt to new ways of doing school in person. Hear 
our prayer, O Lord. We pray, God, that your loving arms are wrapped around everyone this 
school year, helping them feel loved and safe. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
Prayer for Children Doing Hybrid Learning: 
Dear God, we pray for those children who will be learning in a new and different way – online 
and in person. This new way of learning might be confusing and difficult at first. Help these 
children have patience and help them have compassion for themselves, their classmates and 
their teachers. Hear our prayer, O Lord. We pray, God, that your loving arms are wrapped 
around everyone this school year, helping them feel loved and safe. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen. 
 
Adapted from “A Prayer for Our Children” on Laurie’s Little Monkeys 
(https://laurieslittlemonkeys.blogspot.com/2020/08/blessing-of-backpacks-during-
pandemic.html?fbclid=IwAR0VXLJFBD71eqoHoRTeZv5RbXW4ZPPhlyGogXF6vPvPtvQAW3EE5qPz2ik). 


