
 

Since 1788… 
 United in Christ’s love,  

we glorify God through 
worship, nurture, and    
service to all people. 

Life at Unity 
July 21, 2020 

SESSION APPROVES MOVING FORWARD ON THE 
HISTORIC SANCTUARY AND MORE 

 

With the campus fire behind us, the insurance claim resolved, the Ministries Building 
restored, Unity Hall removed from the campus, the Historic Sanctuary cleared of 
debris, and the Historic Sanctuary evaluated . . . Session at its June meeting made 
several decisions regarding the Historic Sanctuary and future planning. 
 
The first motion approved was to take the topic of demolition regarding the 
Historic Sanctuary off the table. 
 
Architectural, building, and structural assessments of the 1881 building were completed 
during March and April 2020.  The investigation found that the building is stable and 
in good condition, particularly for a 139 year old structure.  
 
The second motion approved was that the Buildings & Grounds Ministry Team 
work with a professional team to develop a full plan and budget for the Historic 
Sanctuary to become a multi-purpose building (room) with a level floor.   
 
By taking this action, Session starts the process of regaining much, much needed 
flexible space for small to medium sized groups, weddings, and funerals.  This 
proposal will include a plan for retaining the interior historic character while meeting 
building codes (fire suppression, fire exits, restrooms, access into the building); options related to 
the balcony are to be explored; approaches to dress up the back side of the building; 
and create an open courtyard where Unity Hall once stood.  As a full plan and budget 
is assembled, a report will be provided back to Session.   
 

- Continued on Page 5. 

This recent photograph of the Historic Sanctuary shows the results of taking out two ceilings and  
exposing what is believed to be the original wood ceiling, discarding the carpet, and removing all 
furniture.  Basic HVAC is functioning and a string of lights has been temporarily installed. 

REV. DR.  
MATT RICH  

BEGINS AT UNITY 
AUGUST 3 

 
Just in case you have not heard 
the good news, Rev. Dr. Matt 
Rich will officially begin his 
tenure at Unity Presbyterian 
Church on Monday, August 
3rd. 
 
Details will be forthcoming 
about his schedule and activities 
as he settles into his new home 
residence and his new church 
office. 
 
 
 
 
 
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY  
is extended to Scott Frattaroli 
and family in the death of his 
mother, Donna, July 17, 2020. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

SUMMER 2020 PROGRAMMING 

21 DAY  
RACIAL EQUITY 

CHALLENGE 
 
Got behind on the challenge or 
haven’t had a chance to start?   
 
The 21 Day Racial Equity 
Challenge is still up on the 
church website and accessible 
to adults and youth of all ages. 
By participating, you can 
educate yourselves more on 
issues related to racial justice 
and grow in your understanding 
of your Christian responsibility 
to be a part of creating a more 
just and equitable world for all 
people.  
 
Each day’s challenge takes 
between 5-15 minutes.  
An optional reflection journal is 
also available that connects 
scripture to each day’s challenge 
and provides a couple of 
questions to help you connect 
what you are learning to your 
own thoughts and actions.  
 
Access the challenge, read more 
about the theology behind 
dismantling racial injustice, and 
download the reflection journal 
on the church website. 

FINDING GOD IN EVERYTHING 
 
Whether you are traveling or enjoying a summer at home, we invite your family to join 
us on a journey to find God in everyday, extraordinary life. Each week we encourage 
you to take photos, draw pictures, create crafts, and share how your family is 
#FindingGodAtUnity. Submit your photos via Facebook or email them to Kathryn 
McGregor.  
 
July 26:  Waves and Flowing Water 
“Jesus answered...‘The water I give is like a flowing fountain that gives eternal life.’” 
John 4:13-14 
 
August 2:  Children Playing 
“All of you are God’s children because of your faith in Christ Jesus.”  Galatians 3:26 
 
August 9:  How You See God 
“Be still and know that I am God!” Psalm 46:10 (NRSV) 
 
August 16:  God’s Love 
“Praise the Lord! He is good. God’s love never fails.” Psalm 136:1 
 

 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP 

 

We know it is hard to worship with little ones at home, so 

we are excited to bring our "Children in Worship" services 

into your home via YouTube! Subscribe to our children's 

ministry channel to be notified each time a new story is 

posted.  

 
 
 

SHARING OUR STORIES OF FAITH 
 
“Sharing our Stories of Faith” is back for a Second Summer! Adults and youth are 
invited to join this class on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am via Zoom. Each week, a 
member of our congregation will share their story of faith and participants will have an 
opportunity to ask questions and discuss how their stories are connected. Keep an eye 
out for the Friday worship emails for details and links.                                           
     

Upcoming Presenters:   
 

 July 26 – Murray White 

 August 2 – Katy Whitesell 

 August 9 – Rev. Dr. Matt Rich 

 August 16 – Karen Bonds 
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YOUTH MINISTRY 

CELEBRATING DR. MATT RICH COMING TO UNITY 
 
You are all invited to participate in a “virtual choir” video for worship on August 9th. 
All children, youth, and adults are welcome to participate! We’ll be singing the 
Doxology (“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”). To join in the fun, all you’ll 
need is two devices (a computer, tablet, and smart phone), headphones, and a 
willingness to sing praise to God in this special way.  
 
If you are interested in adding your voice to our worship on August 9th, please contact 
Margaret Monroe (mmonroe@UnityFortMill.org), who will provide you with the full 
instructions and resources you’ll need to record. Videos will need to be submitted by 
Thursday, July 30th.     

JESUS IN JULY  
UPDATE: 

 
All Youth should have received 
a calendar for the month of July 
with daily activities and mission 
projects to complete at home or 
in your neighborhood. Here’s 
some information about up-
coming events: 
 

CHRISTMAS  
IN JULY  

WATER BALLOON 
FIGHT 

Saturday, July 25th 
4:00-5:00 pm on Front Lawn 

 
Wear your crazy Christmas gear 
and /or a bathing suit—it will 
be hot—and sign up to be a 
part of this socially-distanced 
water balloon fight on the front 
lawn. There will be Christmas 
music and popsicles to enjoy. 
Masks are required.  
 
Please sign up on our website: 
https://unityfortmill.org/
ministries/youth/camps-special
-events/jesus-in-july/. 
 
 
 

 

 

CONVERSATIONS ABOUT RACE 
 
High School Youth:  Saturday, July 25, from 3:00-4:00 pm, Youth Wing Parking Lot . . 
. Whether you’re doing the 21 Day Challenge or just interested in having conversations 
about racial justice in our community, let’s get together as high school youth to talk 
about it. Contact Lindsay to sign up (lwhite@unityfortmill.org).  
 

HOMEWARD BOUND COLLECTION   
 
Bring with you on Saturday, July 25 from 2:00-5:00 pm; drop off in preschool entrance. 
Items collected will go to Homeward Bound, an organization in Asheville that our 
youth have supported through AYM. 
 
During the age of COVID-19, the homeless population is especially vulnerable to dis-
ease, lack of housing, and lack of access to the care and things they need. Please con-
sider collecting with a friend or neighbor all the items for one Outreach Pack. You can 
drop them at the church on Saturday, July 25 from 2:00-5:00 pm.  Items to include . . . 
put everything in a backpack or reusable shopping bag: 
 
 1 blanket  1 pair long socks  1 pair short socks 
 2 water bottles  2-3 clementines  2 packs of crackers 
 1 pack of fruit chews     
 1 container of canned fruit 
 2 Kool-Aid Jammers/Capri Sun type drinks  
 3-4 various snacks (chips, rice crispy treats, etc) 
 1 can/pack of protein (tuna, Vienna sausages)  
 1 big roll or 2 small rolls of toilet paper 

https://unityfortmill.org/ministries/youth/camps-special-events/jesus-in-july/
https://unityfortmill.org/ministries/youth/camps-special-events/jesus-in-july/
https://unityfortmill.org/ministries/youth/camps-special-events/jesus-in-july/


 

CELEBRATING MILESTONES 
 
While there is a lot of news and a lot of voices competing for our attention, there is 
some quiet news that you might enjoy and reflect upon.  Below is a list of milestones 
that our multi-generational congregation has / will be attaining:   
 

 Fellowship Hall is 28 years old this year – opening in 1992. 

 Ministries Building is 20 years old this year – opening in 2000. 

 The “new” sanctuary celebrates its 10th anniversary this year – the first worship 
service being held during October 2010. 

 Historic Sanctuary will celebrate its 140th birthday during 2021 – opening in 1881.  

 The 235th Anniversary of Unity’s first worship service will be March 2023 – the 
first worship service was March 1788.  At 235 years, Unity has been open for more 
than 10% of the Christian era.  And you may recall that George Washington be-
came the U.S. President in 1789.  Some might say Unity has been here forever. 

 Unity’s Time Capsule is to be opened during 2025 – but can you find it? 
 
Congratulations everyone. 
 

BLOOD DRIVE AT KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY 
Tuesday, August 4th (2:30 - 7:00 p.m.) 

  
Unity will sponsor its quarterly blood drive at Keller Williams Realty, located at 901 
Dave Gibson Blvd, since our Fellowship Hall will not be open. Reservations for ap-
pointments should be made online at redcrossblood.org and enter “Unity.” Safety pre-
cautions by the American Red Cross will be in place. Masks will be worn by donors, 
staff, and volunteers; temperatures will be checked before entering the facility; and so-
cial distancing will be observed. COVID-19 antibody testing will also be done for each 
donor. There is a critical need for blood. If you need other information, please email 
Joyce Sullivan (jsullivan@comporium.net). 
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ENDOWMENT 
ACCEPTING 

FUNDING 
APPLICATIONS  

 

On June 8, the Board 
authorized the distribution of 
up to $8,500 for the 2020 – 
2021 fiscal year.   

 

If your ministry team would like 
to fund a program or activity 
not funded by the budget, 
please submit an application to 
Pam Bright … pbright@ 
unityfortmill.org.                 

 

All applications must be 
submitted by August 1.   

 

Distribution requests will be 
reviewed by the Endowment 
Board and announced on 
September 20th.  The Board 
will accept distribution requests 
after August 1, but additional 
funds may not be available until 
after June 30, 2021.  
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EARLY AUGUST 
BIRTHDAYS 

  
1 -- Ashley Babinchak;  

Jamie White  
 

2 -- Christine Lake; Cameron 
McDonald; Noah Padgett; 

Katherine Weller  
 

3 -- Brandon Carter;  
Kate Fulmer  

 
4 -- Susan Dezzani; Rob Reid; 
Angela Sheets; Zeta Sistare; 
Ann Spitzer; Patsy White  

 
5 -- Harry Brooks;  

Robin Carwile; Rick Fulton;  
Eli Windham  

 
6 -- Nancy Barbieri;  

Ellen Bickett; Jeff Channell; 
Phyllis Clark; Nancy Hudspeth; 

Katharyne Tedford;  
Beverly Tysinger; Joyce White; 

Sandra White; CeCe Woodward  
 

7 -- Thomas Monroe  
 

8 -- Darold Hoops  
 

9 -- Ronnie Glenn;  
Sarah Macaulay; Clay Pecarro; 

Kim Tatum  
 

10 -- Cara Estes; Chris Krieger  
 

11 -- Will Gaither;  
Tara Mummey  

 
12 -- Tyler Hines;  

Hudson Lochel; Stewart Nix; 
John Oakes  

 
13 -- Debby Bauserman;  

Blake Briggs;  
Stephanie Devaney; Jay Fulmer; 

Thornton Thomas;  
Stephanie Trueb  

 
14 -- Elizabeth Shamble  

 
15 -- Paige Carwile;  

Michelle Kuhn; Ellie Stempler; 
Mary Martin Windell  

 SESSION . . . From Page 1 
 
The third motion approved was that the Buildings & Grounds Ministry Team, 
the Stewardship Ministry Team, and their staff support to continue reviewing 
the insurance settlement and present their opinion for allocating those funds. 
 
Insurance settlement dollars have already been spent re-opening the Ministries 
Building, the demolition of the Unity Hall building, the initial clearing of the Historic 
Sanctuary, and a number of related tasks.  As Session looks to the future, it wants to 
consider how best to budget the balance of the insurance settlement funds.  The two 
teams will be pulling together several pieces of information for Session including (a) 
the renovation cost for the Historic Sanctuary, (b) estimated costs to address deferred 
maintenance in the Fellowship Hall, Ministries, and 2010 Sanctuary buildings, as well 
as the parking lots; (c) potential funds necessary to construct a new facility, and (d) the 
balance of the church mortgage.  
 
The fourth motion approved was for Session, along with our new senior pastor, 
to undergo a church-wide strategic planning process.   
 
Although no set date was established for this planning process, it was felt that the time 
is coming for an intentional conversation regarding Unity’s next chapter.  

CHURCH COVID-19 PRECAUTIONS  
As of July 1, 2020, staff may use the facilities or work off campus.  As of July 10, 2020, 
our campus remains closed except for pre-approved and limited outdoor activities.  
You must make an appointment PRIOR to coming to the campus.  Please do not visit 
if you are not feeling well.  Remember to always: 

Wear your mask . . . Remain 6’ distance from others . . . Wash your hands. 

Do not use the water fountains . . . Use hand sanitizer. 

For more information, visit the church website at www.UnityFortMill.org 

STOP 
THE 
SPREAD 



 

Dear Members and Friends of Unity Presbyterian Church,  
 
Thank you does not seem enough to say as I leave my service as your Interim Pastor. Although my time with you has been 
short, you all have found a permanent place in my heart.  
 
It has been a true joy to work with your staff. Their kindness to me has been so genuine that I feel like I am leaving not 
only colleagues, but friends. I cannot imagine going through this pandemic without such an amazingly gifted group of 
people. When the church doors closed quickly in order to keep everyone safe, your staff didn’t miss a beat as Unity’s 
ministry continued wide open with online meetings, classes, study groups, music, worship, carry out Vacation Bible School, 
care for your property, wonderful social media posts, and so much more---even a congregational meeting able to host up to 
1,000 people!  
 
Your session has been a sheer delight to watch as they have faithfully navigated these new waters of Covid-19. You are so 
deeply blessed to have such a unified, committed group of leaders guiding this church during this time. They have done the 
work, prayer, and study so that they are able to lead you with energy, imagination, intelligence, and love. 
 
I have told your new pastor that he is one lucky duck! The warmth and welcome of this congregation is so palpable that 
you are truly a joy to serve. You are the largest church in Providence Presbytery, and I will be excited to see all the ways 
that God will use you in this community and in our world.  
 
I leave remembering the words of the old hymn, “When we are called to part, it gives us inward pain; but we shall still be 
joined in heart, and hope to meet again.” 
 
May God bless you all . . . Susan  

Emergency Pastoral Line 

803.280.1075 

 

Return Service Requested 

Unity Presbyterian Church 
303 Tom Hall Street 

PO Box 1267 
Fort Mill, SC 29716-1267 

 
www.UnityFortMill.org 

 
 

JOIN US SUNDAY 
 

 11:00 a.m.—Worship Service  
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